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BUSHBANGER  OF  VAN  DIEMEN'S  LAND. 


INTRODUCTION. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  observing  the  actual  condition  and  the 
opinions  of  various  classes  of  society  in  this  country^ 
that  a  dangerous  nodon  is  prevalent,  among  those 
especially  where  a  misconcepUon  of  the  truth  is 
most  mischievous,  that  a  transportation  to  the  penal 
colonies  is  not,  as  the  law  intends,  a  punishment^ 
but  rather  a  change  of  country  to  be  desired,  from 
the  opportunity  which  it  is  supposed  to  afford  for 
the  rapid  acquisition  of  large  fortunes  in  many 
ways ;  and  for  the  sake  of  the  licentious  liberty  of 
action  which  the  wide  wilderness  holds  forth  the 
promise  o^  and  which,  to  restless  minds,  presents 
so  fascinating  an  attraction. 
yoL.  I.  B 
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The  publication^  therefore^  of  the  folli»wing  nar- 
rative, taken  from  the  oral  communication  of  the 
facts  by  the  party  principally  concerned  in  the 
adventures  to  which  they  relate,  may  perhaps  be 
'useful;  at  the  present  time,  in  counteracting  the  per- 
nicious tendency  of  the  fidse  ideas  which  prevail 
in  respect  to  the  penal  arrangements  of  the  Aus- 
tralian settlements;  and  the  circulation  of  the 
history,  inculcating  the  certain  punishment  and 
remorse  which  follow  crime,  may  assist  in  repress- 
ing that  morbid  craving  after  notoriety  which  of 
late  years  has  increased  with  such  lamentable 
rapidity.  With  respect  to  the  curious  psycholc^cal 
phenomena  developed  by  the  peculiar  condition 
of  solitude  to  which  the  modem  Cain,  of  which 
this  history  treats,  was  exposed^  they  cannot  fidl 
to  interest  deeply  all  those  who  think  that 

«  The  noblest  study  of  mankind  h  Man." 
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CHAPTER  I. 


THE  ABBIVAIfo 


It  was  on  a  fine  spring  morning  in  the  month  of 
September  that  a  vessel  was  seen  to  thread  her 
way  through  D'Entrecasteaux'  channel^  at  the 
Bioath  of  the  river  Derwent,  on  the  southern  side 
of  Van  Diemen's  Land*  The  sky  was  clear  and 
bog^ty  its  usual  aspect  in  the  early  spring  in 
those  salubrious  regions,  and  there  was  scarcely 
wind  sufficient  to  fill  the  sails^  so  that  the 
vessel  was  able  to  do  litde  more  than  make 
headway  against  the  tide^  tantalizing  those  on 
board  with  the  sig^t  of  the  land  on  either 
ade,  while  the  vessel  remained  provokingly  sta^ 
tionary  in  mid-stream. 
The  passengers  in  the  vessel,  which  wqs  a  small 
of  not  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  tons-' 
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burthen^  were  a  gentleman,  with  his  two  daughters. 
Major  Horton  had  resolved  to  mend  his  broken 
fortunes  in  a  new  world,  where  there  was  verge 
and  scope  enough  for  enterprise  and  exertion.  It 
was  the  hardihood,  perhaps,  of  his  previous  career 
as  a  military  man,  that  had  prompted  him  to  dare 
in  his  humble  bark,  with  a  scanty  crew,  the 
dangers  of  the  jsieas  for  a  distance  compre- 
hending the  half  of  the  globe,  and  to  approach 
fearlessly  the  coasts  of  a  new  country,  of  the 
points  of  which  no  seaman  on  board  possessed 
any  previous  knowledge.  His  daughters  were 
young  girls  of  remarkable  beauty,  and  with  all  the 
delicacy  of  appearance  which,  it  might  be  supposed, 
would  be  impressed  on  them  from  a  former  life  of 
ease  and  elegance,  and  from  the  habit  of  fre- 
quenting the  high  society  in  which  they  were 
bom  to  move.  They  both  partook  of  their 
father^s  adventurous  spirit  and  of  his  courage, 
though  their  outward  exhibition  of  those  sol- 
dierly qualities  was  modified  by  their  respective 
dispositions. 

Helen  j  the  elder  of  the  two,  was  tall  and  slight; 
strikingly  handsome;  of  a  mind  bold  and  prompt 
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to  execute  her  reaolves;  full  of  ardour  aad  enter- 
prise; a  fit  heroine  for  a  romance;  fearless  of 
danger^  and  confident  in  her  own  resources. 
Louisa,  on  the  contraiy,  was  mild  and  retiring; 
possessing  almost  the  ideal  perfection  of  that  ami- 
able softness  of  woman  which  poets  lore  to  fancy» 
aod  lovers  fbndlj  doat  upon  with  affection  the 
most  abiding.  Being  only  in  her  sixteenth  jear, 
and  two  years  younger  than  her  sister^  the  gentle 
Lomsa  had  learned  to  look  up  to  the  more  ener- 
getic Helen  for  advice  and  assistance  on  all  matters 
relating  to  the  difficalties  to  which  their  present 
course  exposed  them;  and  the  love  which  the 
high-spirited  Helen  bore  to  the  affectionate  girl 
was  increased  by  the  feeling  of  the  protection 
which  her  more  masculine  mind  afforded  to  her 
less  intrepid  sister. 

The  only  other  passenger  on  board  was  a  per- 
sonage of  a  very  different  grade ;  and  how  he  had 
come  among  them>  and  with  what  imaginable  ol>- 
ject  he  had  set  forth  to  brave  an  adventurous  life 
in  the  Australian  colonies,  had  more  than  once- 
puzzled  himself  as  well  as  those  with  whom  he- 
had  become  accidentally  associated*   This  aspirings 
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emigrant  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  Silliman,  which 
singularly  accorded  with  the  character  of  the  man, 
so  that  the  name  of  Jeremiah  Silliman  seemed 
to  have  become  attached  to  the  individual  by 
some  mysterious  process  of  elective  attraction, 
exhibiting  in  his  person  an  illustration  of  the  har- 
monious principle  of  nature  which  ever  strives 
to  amalgamate  together  things  congenial. 

This  young  gentleman  had  first  seen  the  light, 
or  rather  the  smoke,  in  Ironmonger  Lane  in  the 
City;  which  fortunate  circumstance,  as  he  was 
sometimes  inclined  to  boast,  conferred  on  him  by 
birth  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  citizen  of  London, 
invested  with  various  privileges  and  immunities, 
and  with  the  inchoate  right  of  exercising  regal 
sway  over  that  imperiwn  in  ifnperio;  all  of  which 
advantages,  however,  he  had  sacrificed  in  his  in- 
satiable thirst  of  romantic  adventures.     Having 
already  made    fiiequent    dangerous  voyages    to 
Putney,  Richmond,  and  Gravesend,  and  on  one 
occasion  as  fisur  as  Maigate,  he  considered  himself 
a  finished  sailor;  and  when  he  first  appeared  in  a 
blue  jacket  and  white  trousers,  and  with  an  ex- 
ceedingly diminutive  round  straw  hat  aboard  the 
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NaOOus  before  she  set  sail  from  the  port  of 
LoodoD,  he  quite  imposed  on  the  unsophbtieated 
natures  of  the  joong  ladies,  who  flattered  theii>- 
selyes  that  they  had  the  advantage  of  being 
accompanied  by  an  accomplished  mariner  whose 
skill  and  daring  would  form  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  small  crew  which  had  been  engaged  to  navigate 
the  vessel. 

It  was  tme  that  the  mate  regarded  him  with  aa 
extraordinary  and  significant  grimace  when  he 
appeared  on  deck  at  Gravesend  in  his  sailor's  rig; 
bat  it  was  not  until  the  vessel  had  reached  the 
Downs  that  the  &lse  pretensions  of  the  cockney 
were  made  manifest  by  his  most  uigent  vocifera- 
tions for  the  ''steward."  This  little  imperfection 
iras  overlooked,  however,  during  the  voyage,  as 
he  had  immediately  fallen  in  love  with  both  the 
asters,  and  as  his  services  were  found  convenient 
by  the  ladies,  in  performing  many  little  offices, 
which  he  did  with  invariable  good  nature,  and 
with  an  intelligence,  as  Helen  remarked  to  her 
aster,  ijl  a  lap^c^  who  had  been  taught  to  fetch 
and  cany. 

The  maj<n',  who  had  in  his  youth  been  a  member 
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of  the  yacht  club,  considered  himself  quite  com- 
petent to  take  the  general  charge  of  the  vessel  of 
which  he  was  the  owner,  and  over  which  he  pre- 
isided  as  captain,  trusting  to  the  mate,  an  excellent 
seaman,  for  the  management  of  the  vessel  and  for 
assistance  in  its  navigation.  One  boy  for  steward, 
and  another  as  '*  the"  boy,  whose  prescribed  du^ 
was  to  be  perpetually  in  motion  with  an  immense 
swab  in  his  arms  to  sop  up  the  water  which  the 
little  vessel  was  continually  taking  in,  from  the 
proximity  of  its  deck  to  the  surface  of  the  waten 
and  nine  sailors,  one  of  whom  acted  as  the  car- 
penter, formed  the  whole  of  the  crew ;  but  thus 
slenderly  equipped  the  good  little  ship  had  arrived 
in  safety  over  fifteen  thousand  miles  of  the  ocean, 
to  the  entrance  of  the  channel  which  led  to  the 
promised  land. 

There  was  just  sufficient  wind  to  fill  the  sails 
and  enable  the  vessel  to  stem  the  rapid  current  of 
the  channel.  The  mate  examined  the  chart; 
scrutinized  the  shore ;  heaved  the  lead ;  sounded 
the  bottom;  looked  over  the  side,  and  took  a 
sight  at  an  object  on  land  to  ascertain  if  they  made 
any  the  least  progress*    But  the  vessel  seemed 
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• 

meted  to  the  spot,  and  presented  the  lypeanmce 
of  active  motion  without  making  the  slightest 
advance. 

^  We  shall  have  to  anchor  at  last,*'  said  he  to 
the  major,  who,  with  his  daughters  and  the  assi- 
duous Mr.  Silliman,  were  assembled  on  the  deck, 
surveying  the  new  country  of  their  adoption  with 
eager  interest;  ^* there  is  seldom  much  wind, 
Horsman  says,  in  this  season  in  these  parts — 
except  when  it  comes  in  squalls  and  gales — ^and 
what  there  is  seems  to  be  dying  away.  We  had 
better  hold  our  ground,  and  wait  for  the  turn  of 
the  tide." 

**We  do  hold  our  ground  for  the  present," 
observed  the  major;  ''how  far  are  we  firom  the 
diore  to  the  left  here  ?" 

'^  Larboard; — why,  I  should  say  about  couple 
of  miles,  not  more." 

"It  is  my  opinion,"  said  Mr.  Silliman,  who,  on 
nautical  matters,  considered  himself  an  authority, 
in  virtue  of  his  sailor^s  jacket  and  trousers,  and 
mpported  in  his  assumptions  by  his  little  round 
hat,  which  had  grown  excessively  tarry  during  the 
Toyage;  ^it  is  my  opinion  that  we  had  better  send 
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the  boat  on  shore  and  examine  the  country ;  "we 
may  perhaps  make  some  discoveries,  or  meet  with 
some  of  the  natives,  or  something.  How  I  wish 
I  coold  see  a  kangaroo  I " 

^  I  can  see  smoke/'  said  Helen,  who  was  looking 
through  the  ship's  glass,  obsequiously  held  by  Mr« 
Silliman^  ''just  under  that  low  hill  yonder." 

<'  Some  of  the  natiyes,  perhaps,*'  said  her  &ther; 
''there  are  no  settleis,  I  understand,  so  low  down 
as  this.  I  see; — ^I  can  see  a  curl  of  smoke  quite 
plainly;  but  now  it  grows  less;  and  now  I  can 
see  no  more  of  it.  It  seems  to  have  been  extin- 
guished suddenly." 

"  We  are  making  lee-way  now,"  said  the  mate, 
"that's  certain;  the  wind  has  quite  gone  down^ 
and  the  sails  stick  to  the  masts.  Shall  we  let  go 
the  anchor?" 

"Tou  know  best,  Mr,  Northland;  it  is  very 
annoying  not  to  be  able  to  get  up  before  dark ; 
but  I  suppose  there's  no  danger  m  these  parts; 
we  are  quite  out  of  the  way  of  pirates;  and  the 
natives  don't  know  the  use  of  boats,  the  books 


aay.** 


€i 


Pirates  and  natives!  major;  no  fear  of  them; 
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I  wish  there  was  nothing  else  to  fear  in  this 
channel;  you  see  it  is  verj intricate,  fiill  of  shoals 
and  headlands;  and  if  it  was  to  come  on  to  blow, 
it  might  be  an  awkward  matter,  weakly  manned  as 
we  are." 

Presently  the  grating  of  the  cable  against  the 
dayits  informed  all  on  board  of  the  resolution  that 
had  been  formed,  and  in  a  brief  space  the  little 
vessel  lay  quietly  at  anchor  in  the  stream. 
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CHAPTER  n. 


THE  PLOT. 


The  detention  of  the  vessel^  which  gave  rise  to  so 
much  mortification  on  board,  excited  very  different 
feelings  in  the  minds  of  a  party  who  were  watch- 
ing their  proceedings  firom  the  land. 

This  party  consisted  of  seven  men,  of  whom  six 
were  clothed  in  the  government  dress  of  convicts 
suits  of  yellow ;  but  the  seventh  appeared  in  the 
ordinary  garb  of  a  gentleman,  or  rather  of  a 
merchant  or  storekeeper;  for  there  were  too  few 
idle  gentlemen  in  those  times  to  allow  of  the  latter 
distinctive  appellation.  They  sat  round  the 
remains  of  a  fire  which  had  been  hastily  kindled 
and  as  hastily  extinguished,  as  if  in  fear  that  the 
smoke  fix>m  the  burning  wood  might  betray  their 
resting-place.    The  cause  of  their  appearance  in  a 
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spot  80  remote  from  the  dwellings  of  the  colonists 
may  be  best  collected  from  the  following  con« 
Tcxsation : — 

^  I  wish  we  had  some  grab,"  said  one  of  the 
yellow  jackets ;  *^  it 's  poor  fan  being  in  the  bosh 
without  anything  to  eat;  suppose  we  go  aboard 
that  brig  and  ask  for  some  provisions?  we  can  say 
we  are  shipwrecked  seamen." 

''  And  get  grabbed  and  strong  up,"  interposed 
another ;  ''  as  if  they  would  be  taken  in  with  that 
gammon  I  Haven't  we  got  our  canary*bird  fea- 
thers on  us,  and  won't  that  let  'em  know  what  we 
aieP 

^  Corse  on  this  livery  I"  said  a  third ;  '^  it 
doesn't  give  a  man  a  chance.  K  one  does  give 
the  overseer  the  slip,  these  confounded  rags,  that 
brand  a  man  wherever  he  goes,  betray  us.  I  wish 
I  could  go  about  like  a  native,  without  clothes. 
By-the-by,  they  say  there  are  lots  of  natives  down 
this  way.  What  shall  we  do  if  we  fall  in  with 
them  ?  We  have  not  so  much  as  a  pistol  among 
us." 

''We  most  use  our  clubs;  one  white  man  is 
enoogh  for  half  a  dozen  natives,  any  time." 
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c' Bat  their  speazsy  maa  ?  Why,  they  mil  riddle 
yoa  through  in  no  lime  I  What  can  you  do 
agsdnst  long  shots  ?  And  then^  as  to  trying  to 
come  to  dose  quarters,  why,  you  might  as  well 
look  for  a  needle  inahay  stack  as  hunt  for  a  native 
in  the  bush*" 

^'  Ton  can't  tell  the  devils  from  the  black  stumps 
of  the  trees;  but»  for  my  part,  I  don't  see  what  we 
are  to  do,  now  that  we  have  got  o£F,  without  arms, 
and  without  provisions — ^ 

''  But  we  have  a  boat,"  said  a  strong  deep  voice, 
TTbich  had  not  hitherto  joined  in  the  conyetsation. 

'^  And  what 's  the  use  of  that  ?  What 's  the  use 
of  a  boat  like  that  to  go  to  sea  in  P  We  can't  get 
back  to  England  in  a  boat.  I  begin  to  think  we 
have  not  got  much  by  our  venture  ?" 

<'  We  have  liberty,"  said  the  same  voice  which 
had  checked  the  complainings  of  the  men;  ''we 
have  liberty ;  that 's  worth  all !" 

^  But  what  can  we  do  with  our  liberty,  3fark  ? 
We  can't  live  on  gum  and  opossums  like  the 
natives  !  And  we  can't  eat  the  natives,  neither; 
though  they  say  they  eat  the  white  people  when 
they  can  catch  'em ;  and  that 's  not  such  a  pleasant 


THB  FLOT*  Iff 

thing  to  look  forward  to.— I  ssy;  Mark,  what 's  to 
be  the  next  more  ?  As  you're  our  captain,  it  is 
for  yoa  to  give  us  a  lift  out  of  the  mess  you  have 
faioai^  us  into;  and  we  want  it  bad  enough;  for 
my  very  inode  seems  stuck  together  with  that  loft 
of  gum  that  I  tucked  in  just  now." 

^'  I'^e  heard  say,''  said  one  of  the  party,  ^'  that 
the  grubs  of  the  blae  gum-tree  are  very  good 
eating.  I  know  the  natives  eat  'em.  They  take 
Aem  up  by  one  end,  and  let  them  fidl  down  their 
throat,  as  we  do  oysters.  A  nice  dinner  for  a 
g^deman — gum  and  caterpillars!  But  I  can't 
stand  this  I  we  must  do  something.  I  say,  Mark^ 
idiat'stobedone?^ 

The  man  thus  addressed  said  nothing,  but 
pointed  to  the  little  brig  riding  quietly  at  anchor 
in  the  channeL 

''  Ah,  yes ;  I  see  that  craft  plain  enough ;  but 
what 's  the  use  of  it  to  us,  unless  they  would  give 
us  something  to  eat,  and,  better  than  that,  some- 
tluDgtodrinkr 

**  Suppose  we  asked  them  ?"  said  their  leader. 

^  Ah  I  and  get  some  handcufis  for  answer." 

^  Suppose  we  entreated  them  to  give  us  food  ?" 
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**  And  suppose  they  would  n't  ?" 

'* Suppose  we  took  it?"  quietly  replied  their 
leader. 

**  Eh  r  said  several  voices  at  once ;  **  suppose 
we  took  it !  why,  you  don't  mean  by  force  ?" 
Why  not?" 

Why!  what  could  seven  unarmed  men  tlo 
against  an  armed  vessel  ?" 

**  Nothing  "  said  their  leader,  "  by  open  force ; 
but,  when  force  cannot  be  used,  we  can  use 
stratagem." 

''  I  tell  you  what,  Mark,  you  are  a  clever  chap, 
no  doubt  of  that;  and  you  have  a  tongue  that 
would  almost  camy  a  jailor  out  of  his  keys — that's 
the  truth — or  you  never  would  have  talked  us 
over  to  make  our  escape  without  arms  or  provi- 
sions. But  if  you  will  show  us  how  to  get  some 
rum  out  of  that  vessel  yonder,  you  will  deserve  to 
be  captain  of  the  island." 

'^  I  will  do  more  than  that." 

*^  More !"  cried  out  all,  excited  by  their  leader's 
air  of  calm  and  fixed  determination. 

^^  I  will  get  possession  of  that  vessel,"  sud  the 
leader,  in  a  firm  and  resolute  voice ;  ''  and  in  that 
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veflsel  we  will  make  our  escape  from  this  accursed 
jdace  of  shame  and  punishment*" 

^  Welly  that  beats  all !  And  how  will  you  get 
poBseasion  of  that  tight  little  brig»  captain  ?  Talk 
'eai  orer,  and  persuade  them  to  make  us  a  present 

of  itr 

^'  May  be  so ;  and  if  you  are  the  man  that  I 
take  you  to  be^  and  have  coolness  and  courage, 
and  will  follow  my  directions  implicitly,  I  will 
show  you  how  to  set  about  it." 

«  What,  without  arms  T 

^  Yes,  without  arms." 

^  And  without  fighting  ?' 

«  Perhaps." 

^  Mark,  you  're  a  regular  trump !  Don't  let  us 
lose  any  time.  Depend  upon  it  that  craft  is  as 
fiill  of  rum  as  an  opossum  of  peppermint  leaves ; 
settlers  always  think  it  the  best  investment  they 
can  bring  out  to  pay  their  men  with.  Now, 
cqptain,  what  are  we  to  do  ?" 

**  You  see,"  said  the  man  who,  by  the  common 
consent  of  his  companions  and  by  the  force  of  hi 
superior  intellect,  had  been  unanimously  raised  to 
the  bad  eminence  of  their  leader,  **  that  the  brig 

TOU  I.  c 


18  THE  PLOT. 

is  now  lying  at  anchor,  becalmed,  with  the  tide 
against  her,  and  with  little  chance  of  wind  till  the 
sea-breeze  sets  in,  in  the  afternoon*  She  will  not 
venture  to  float  up  with  the  tide  in  this  dangerous 
channel ;  so  that  she  will  be  there,  safe,  for  some 
hours.  Now,  she  would,  no  doubt,  be  glad  of  a 
pilot,  and  I  dare  say  is  now  looking  out  for  on^." 

*•  What  *8  the  use  of  that  to  us  V 

*'  This  use :  I  will  be  the  pilot  Two  of  yott 
shall  go  with  me — only  two,  to  avoid  suspicion ; 
those  two  will  pass  for  my  government  men ;  that 
will  account  for  their  yellow  dress.  Fortunately, 
you  see,  tny  own  dress  may  serve  for  a  pilot's; 
and  in  this  way  I  will  get  on  board  the  vessel  and 
look  about  me.'' 

'^And  what's  to  become  of  us  who  remain 
behind  ?" 

**  We  shall  return  for  you,  on  the  pretence  that 
more  hands  are  wanted  to  work  the  vesseL  My 
first  visit  will  have  disarmed  suspicion  of  our  real 
object.  Besides,  I  can  say  that  the  governor 
has  established  a  settlement  on  the  other  side 
of  the  hill,  where  the  look-out  is  towards  the 
sea,   for  the  purpose  of  lending  assistance  to 
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Strange  vessels ;  and — in  short — leave  the  rest  to 
me." 

The  band  of  desperadoes  looked  inquiringly  at 
one  another;  each  man  tried  to  read  in  his  fellow's 
countenance  his  secret  thoughts ;  for  on  such 
occasions  distrust,  and  suspicion,  and  jealousy, 
sooQ  sow  the  seeds  of  disunion  among  them. 
Every  man  is  in  fear  of  the  treachery  of  his 
neighbour ;  and,  being  conscious  of  his  own 
individual  selfishness  and  knavery,  he  naturally 
inspects  their  existence  in  others. 

'^  Who  are  to  be  the  two  to  go  first?"  asked  one 
of  them,  vrith  a  doubtful  air. 

^  You  may  cast  lots  for  that,"  said  their  leader ; 
-*bat  they  must  be  careful  to  act  up  to  their 
characters,  because  it  is  likely  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  call  them  thieves  and  rascals,  and  perhaps 
worse.    You  will  not  mind  that,  I  hope  ?** 

"  Not  a  bit ;  we  're  used  to  it :  besides^ 
hard  words  break  no  bones.  But  it 's  a  bold 
edieme,  Mark ;  if  they  suspect  you,  you  're 
done." 

**  It  is  our  only  chance,''  replied  Mark ;  "  and 
fortunate  it  is  for  us  that  luck  has  thrown  this 

c  2 
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opportimity  in  our  way.  Did  I  not  tell  yon  tbat 
brave  men  are  sure  to  succeed  when  they  stand 
by  one  another?^ 

^*  Hnixah !"  cried  the  men,  their  courage  and 
expectations  ndsed  by  the  animating  words  of 
their  leader.  *'  We  will  stand  by  one  another  to 
the  death !  Now,  captain,  get  on  with  the  work. 
Here  are  six  rushes ;  the  two  that  draw  the 
shortest  go  first;  the  rest  remain." 

The  ch<Hce  fell  upon  the  grumbler  of  the  party 
and  another  man  who  had  not  taken  much  part  in 
the  conversation,  and  who  was  of  a  meek  and 
quiet  look. 

*'  Now,  Jemmy,"  said  the  former,  "  let  us  see 
which  can  make  himself  look  most  like  a  govern- 
ment man." 

''I  could  not  compare  with  you^  Roger,  no 
way,"  replied  Jem ;  **your  father  and  mother  have 
^ven  you  such  a  gallows  hang^dog  look,  there 
would  be  no  mistaking  you  in  the  best  long-tail's 
to^ery  that  ever  came  out  of  store*" 

"  Now,"  summoned  Mark,  "  if  you  are  ready^ 
come  along.    And  remember  your  characters." 
Ay,  ay,  your  honour,"  siud  Jemmy,  touching 
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his  hat  mth  mock  humility;  ^^we  will  do  the 
dodge  as  if  we  were  convicts  in  earnest.'' 

Roger  laughed  at  this  sally,  and,  the  two 
worthies  getting  into  the  boat,  Mark  Brandon 
took  his  seat  in  the  stem,  and  they  left  the  shore. 

In  the  mean  time  the  party  on  board,  when 
they  caught  sight  of  the  boat  on  the  smooth 
sarfiice  of  th^  yfrater  proceeding  heavily  towards 
the  brig,  indixlged  in  various  speculations  as  to 
the  character  and  intentions  of  their  approaching 
Tiators. 
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It  was  still  early  in  the  forenoon  when  the  boat 
containing  Mark  Brandon  and  his  inferior  con- 
federates drew  near  to  the  motionless  brig,  on  the 
deck  of  which  the  passengers  and  crew  were 
assembled  to  view  the  first  appearance  of  the 
occupiers  of  the  new  world.  Their  surmises  on 
its  appearance  were  as  various  as  their  characters. 

*'  There  are  three  of  them,"  said  the  major ; 
**  what  can  be  their  object  ?" 

"  It 's  a  sweet  boat,"  said  the  mate ;  ''  it  floats 
on  the  water  like  a  duck  I  But  those  are  lubberly 
fellows  in  the  yellow  jackets;  they  don't  seem 
much  used  to  handle  an  oar,  to  my  thinking." 

''Gracious I  what  an  odd  way  to  dress  in!" 
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lemarked  Louisa;  ^'they  must  be  yery  fond  of 
jcnow." 

*^  It 's  the  lively,  most  likely,  of  the  servants  of 
the  gentleman  ii^ho  sits  in  the  stam  of  the  boat," 
lemarked  the  cockney  (he  al:ivays  said  stam  instead 
of  stem,  because  he  thought  the  broader  sound 
more  nautical).  *^  Perhaps  it  is  the  governor 
coming  to  visit  us  ?" 

^ It's  a  pilot,  no  doubt,"  said  the  mate;  '* though 
he  is  but  a  rum-looking  one,  I  see,  by  his  coat- 
flaps  hanging  over;  but  pilots'  tiuls  grow  on  this 
side  of  the  earth.  Well,  perhaps  he'll  bring  a 
^d  with  him.  Stand  by,  there,  and  ship  the 
hand-ropes." 

By- the  aid  of  these  conveniences  the  supposed 
pilot  swung  himself  up  on  board,  and,  without 
betraying  by  a  muscle  of  his  countenance  his 
aj^hension  of  the  daring  risk  which  he  was 
ranning,  should  it  happen  that  any  one  on  board 
was  acquainted  with  the  persons  of  the  trae 
officials,  he  touched  his  hat  in  a  respectful  mannei: 
to  the  major,  who  seemed  the  principal  person  on 
booid,  nodded  to  the  mate,  took  off  his  hat  to  the 
ladies,  to  the  eldest  of  whom  he  presented  a  sprig 
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of  ^ild  geranium  which  he  had  plucked  from  a 
shrub  on  shore,  and^  having  glanced  at  the  sails 
and  gear- with  a  professional  look,  he  asked  the 
usual  question  :-^ 

«  Where  from?* 

*'  London,''  replied  the  major. 

**  I  suppose  you  're  a  pilot?"  asked  the  mate. 

The  pilot  nodded  an  affirmative. 

*'  What  sort  of  berth  have  we  got  here?  bottom 
good?" 

The  pilot  shook  his  head  :— 

*'  Ah !  very  well,"  he  replied ; "  if  it  does  n't  come 
on  to  blow ;  but  this  is  a  dangerous  channel.  All 
well  on  board  ?" 

**  All  well,"  replied  the  major.  **  You  see  the 
whole  of  us,"  he  added ;  **  our  craft  is  but  a  smaD 


one." 
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You  don't  seem  to  be  strong-handed,"  re- 
marked the  pilot,  carelessly. 

*'  Only  nine  men  with  the  mate,  and  the  steward, 
and  the  boy,  making,  with  myself,  thirteen — Oh  I 
i  foigot  Mr.  Silliman ;  he  makes  fourteen ;  and, 
with  my  two  daughters,  sixteen  in  alL" 

The  pilot   looked  at  Mr.  Silliman   with .  an 
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ex{Mfession  that  a  close  observer  might  have  con* 
stmed  into  an  opinion,  that  he  did  not  consider  it 
of  much  importance  whether  that  young  gentle- 
man was  included  in  the  number  or  not;  but  he 
examined  the  crew  with  more  attention.  It  did 
not  seem  to  him  that  there  was  much  iight  in 
them  if  it  came  to  a  struggle ;  but  with  the  major, 
he  saw  in  a  moment,  he  had  to  deal  with  a  man 
of  determination  and  energy ;  and  the  mate,  too, 
he  thought,  might  prove  an  ugly  customer.  As 
for  the  rest,  their  air  and  appearance  did  not 
aflfect  him  with  any  particular  uneasiness. 

"What  chance  of  a  wind?^  asked  the  mate, 
who,  sailor-like,  was  always  thinking  of  the  wind 
er  his  sweetheart;  ''what  chance  of  a  wind?  its 
doll  work  sticking  here.'* 

"Do yon  want  wind?"  asked  the  pilot 

"  Want  wind  T  exclaimed  the  mate,  surprised  at 
SQchan  unprofessional  observation;  "why,  what 
dse  does  any  one  want  aboard  ship  but  wind? 
—'The  wind  that  blows,  and  the  ship  that 
goes '"^ 

*  '  And  the  lass  that  loves  a  sailor,'"  chimed  in 
the  smiling  Mr.  Silliman,  casting  a  sentimental 
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look  at  both  the  sbters,  i^hich  Louisa  laughed  at, 
but  which  Helen  returned  with  a  look  of  scorn 
that  made  the  unfortunate  cockney  wish  himself 
back  within  the  sound  of  Bow  Bells«  The  pilot 
observed  the  look,  but  gave  no  sign  of  noticing 
anything  but  the  masts  and  sails  of  the  vesseL 

'^  I  am  afraid/  he  said  with  a  serious  air,  **  that 
you  will  soon  have  more  wind  than  you  can  make 
use  oft  Has  any  one  on  board  been  in  this  part  of 
the  world  before  ?" 

"  Not  one  of  us,**  said  the  major,  who  began  to 
be  uneasy  at  the  threat  of  a  gale  of  wind  from 
such  an  authority  as  the  pilot,  and  in  the  midst  of 
a  channel  that  was  imperfectly  known : — '^  Not  a 
man  on  board  has  been  in  this  country  before, 
and  we  know  nothing  of  the  ways  of  the  place." 

So  much  the  better,  thought  the  pilot.  ''  I 
am  sorry  for  that,''  he  said  aloud ;  ^*  however,  the 
commandant  will  allow  some  of  our  men  to  lend 
you  a  hand,  I  dare  say.  There  is  no  fear  of  the 
wind  coming  on  before  mid-day.  First  we  shall 
have  a  dead  calm,  just  as  it  is  now;  and  then 
there  will  come  a  burst  from  the  Wellington 
Mountun  that  you  see  peering  over  those  trees 
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yonder,  that  'will  spin  you  round  like  a  humming* 
top* 

**  Like  a  what  ?"  said  the  mate  •  •  •  . 

**  The  land  on  the  right-hand  side  theie." 

*^The  right-hand  sideT  exclaimed  the  mate, 
again  astonished  at  the  fashion  of  the  sea-lingo  in 
the  new  world. 

^  I  mean  to  starboard,  mate,^  said  the  supposed 
plot,  recollecting  himself;  '^  but  you  know,  mate, 
when  we  speak  to  ladies,  we  ought  not  to  make 
use  of  our  nautical  jargon.  And  I  can  tell  you 
what,  my  friend,  the  man  that  brought  this  tiny 
craft  half  round  the  globe  safe  and  sound,  as  you 
have  done, — and  in  sidlor-like  trim,  too, — I  say 
that  such  a  man  is  a  credit  to  the  service,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  governor  will  make  a  public 
proclamation  of  the  feat,  for  the  encouragement  of 
all  future  navigators," 

The  honest  mate,  albeit  that  the  language  of 
the  pilot  was  not  of  a  description  with  which  his 
rough  ears  bad  wont  to  be  regaled  among  his 
hardy  messmates  of  the  sea,  was  hugely  mollified 
by  this  well-timed  compliment:  and  at  once 
attributed    the   unseamanlike    phraseolo|;y   and 
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of  the  pilot  to  the  transmogrifying  qua* 
lities  of  the  new  countiy.  The  pilot  then  turned 
to  the  major:-!- . 

'^  Tou  must  have  had  great  experience,  sir,  and 
great  courage,  too,  to  take  on  yourself  the  chaige 
of  so  small  a  vessel  to  this  distant  place.  It  is 
the  smallest  craft,  I  think,  since  the  time  of 
Captain  Cook,  that  has  visited  these  seas." 

The  major  was  excessively  pleased  at  this  flat- 
tering eulo^um  from  so  experienced  a  person. 

^'And  as  to  these  young  ladies,  they  do 
honour,  sir,  to  their  country.  Sir,  they  will  be 
r^arded  by  all  Australia  as  the  heroines"  (here 
Helen's  eyes  flashed,  and  Louisa  shrunk  back)— 
'*  as  the  heroines  of  the  new  world.  But  you  axe 
short  handed,  sir,  very: — ^however,  this  gentle- 
man was  as  good  as  an  able  seaman  to  you" 
(Jerry  actually  thrilled  with  delight  to  the  very 
tips  of  his  fingers,  and  he  shook  the  pilot's  hand 
cordially);  ^'and  you  must  have  had  a  capital 
crew,"  he  added,  raising  his  voice,  so  as  to  be 
heard  by  those  who  were  lingering  within 
earshot  to  catch  any  information  fipom  the  oracle 
of  sailors  in  an  unknown  sea;  ^'a  capital  crew. 
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and  ereiy  man  of  'em  a  seaman — eveiy  inch  of 
bim,  or  jcm  voold  never  have  succeeded  in  the 
exploit  of  brining  yoor  vessel  so  far  in  safety, 
andwidi  so  few  hands;  every  hand  most  have 
been  worth  two,  that's  certain." 

Hie  oflkial  commendation  of  the  pilot  was 
immediately  earned  forward,  and  it  was  received 
by  the  crew  with  no  less  satis£u:tion  than  it  had 
been  devoured  by  their  superiois. 

^  And  now,**  he  continoed,  after  having  noted 
evay  particular  of  the  vessel  into  which  he  could 
find  an  excuse  far  piying,  and,  after  having 
extravagantly  praised  the  juvenile  steward  for  the 
admurable  order  in  nrfiich  he  kept  the  cabins 
and  their  appurtenances,  wondering  how  they 
could  contrive  to  find  room  for  their  arms  in  so 
confined  a  space,  and  the  boy  having  replied 
tbat  they  were  all  stowed  away  in  the  lockers, 
the  pilot  took  his  leave  **  to  make  interest  with 
tbe  commandant*'  to  allow  some  of  the  best 
bdiaved  men  in  the  government  employ,  and 
who  could  be  trusted,  to  assist  in  securing  the 
vessel  from  the  coming  storm.  It  was  with  great 
difficult  that  he  defended  himself  from  the  press-* 
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ing  offers  of  Mr.  Silliman  to  accompany  him^ 
which  he  was  enabled  to  parry  only  by  judicious 
hints  of  the  inconvenience  which  might  arise  to 
the  vessel  from  the  absence  of  so  efficient  a  hand 
at  the  present  time;  but  he  gave  the  major 
reason  to  understand  that  as  the  conmiandant  was 
stationed  at  an  out-of-the-way  place,  to  which  it 
was  difficult  to  convey  supplies^  a  few  bottles  of 
brandy,  &c.,  might  be  acceptable — a  hint  which 
was  readily  complied  with.  Thus  provided,  the 
pilot  returned  to  the  shore,  and  the  parties  on 
board  hastened  to  pass  their  different  opinions  on 
his  person  and  demeanour. 

"  A  very  well  spoken  man,"  observed  the  major; 
^'  quite  a  superior  man,  indeed,  to  what  one  would 
expect ;  but  perhaps,  like  the  rest  of  us,  he  may 
have  been  better  off  in  the  old  country." 

He  has  a  very  fine  countenance,"  said  Helen; 
but  there  was  something  in  his  look  that  did 
not  quite  satisfy  me ;  he  seemed  to  me  to  be  play«- 
ing  a  part;  but  for  what  purpose,  I  'm  sure  I 
cannot  imagine." 

'^I  thought  him  a  very  nice  man  for  a  pilot,' 
remarked  Louisa ;  '^  but  this  little  sprig  of  gera- 


FLATTERY.  31 

ninm -which  he  gave  to  us  has  no  smell;  what 
a  deception,  for  a  geianium  to  be  without  fra- 
grance !  A  knavish  Van  Diemen's  Land  weed  in 
the  ^sguise  of  an  honest  flower." 

''He  was  a  very  determined-looking  fellow, 
tha^"  said  the  mate,  after  some  reflection,  his 
mind  dwelling  with  considerable  satisfaction  on 
the  praise  which  had  been  artfully  instilled  into 
the  unsuspecting  ears  of  the  honest  seaman; 
''though  I  can't  say  he  looked  much  like  a  sailor; 
bat  I  suppose  they  are  not  so  particular  in  these 
parts;  and  it's  not  to  be  supposed  that  a 
thoTough-bred  seaman  who  could  do  better,  would 
he  dodging  about  here  after  a  stray  vessel  now 
and  then.  It  would  n't  be  worth  his  while.  He 's 
not  a  bad  chap,  for  all  that." 

"In  my  opinion,"  said  Mr.  Jeremiah  Silliman, 
g^g  his  littie  tarry  hat  a  vigorous  slap  to  set 
it  firmer  on  his  head,  which  he  held  considerably 
higher  since  the  eulogistic  observations  on  his 
nautical  qualifications  so  judiciously  administered 
by  the  stranger ;  ^'  in  my  opinion  that  is  the  most 
sen^ble  man  I  ever  met  with — the  present  com- 
pany always  excepted: — he  knows  what  a  sailor 
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JB,  that  man.  None  of  your  sbore-goingy  con- 
ceited fellows,  but  a  perfect  sailor.  I  knew  it 
directly;  I  saw  through  him,  though  he  did  wear 
a  long-tailed  coat ;  but  I  dare  say  that  was 
because  he  couldn't  get  a  regular  jacket — like 
mine." 

In  the  mean  while,  the  object  of  these  self- 
satisfactory  encomiums  was  making  the  best  of 
his  course  to  the  shore,  not  disdaining  to  take 
an  oar  to  make  the  better  way,  and  in  little  more 
.than  half  an  hour  he  had  rejoined  his  fellows*. 

*'  What  news  ?"  asked  his  famished  confederates* 

^^  Rum,  biscuit,  beef,  and  brandy." 

^^  Hurrah !  Mark  for  ever  I'' 

The  provisions  were  rapidly  consumed  with  the 
avidity  of  hungry  men ;  but  as  they  were  afraid 
of  making  a  fire,  lest  the  smoke  should  betray 
their  whereabouts,  they  divided  the  uncooked 
meat  with  the  remains  of  the  bread  into  equal  por- 
tions, of  which  each  man  took  his  share,  to 
provide  against  an  emergency. 

But  of  the  '^  drink*'  their  leader  insisted  ontheir 
being  sparing  for  the  present,  as  the  prize  was  too 
valuable  to  risk  the  loss  of  it   for  the   sake  of 
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temporaiy  indulgence  in  liquor  which  they  could 
revel  in  on  board  in  the  event  of  their  success. 
This  argument  prevailed  against  the  strong  desire 
to  make  the  best  use  of  their  time  in  that  respect ; 
besides^  they  were  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
existing  for  any  length  of  time  in  the  bush^  where 
they  would  be  constantly  exposed  to  danger  from 
the  natives  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  the  parties 
of  soldiers  and  constables  who  would  be  sent  in 
pursnit  of  them  on  the  other ;  and  that  their  only 
hope  of  ultimate  escape  from  the  death  to  which 
their  flight  into  the  bush  condemned  them  was 
some  such  chance  as  the  present.  The  much- 
loDged-fbr  spirits,  therefore,  were  placed  in  the 
custody  of  their  leader,  and  the  men,  sober  and 
steady,  after  having  been  perfectly  instructed  in 
the  parts  they  were  to  act,  rowed  in  a  vigorous 
and  orderly  manner  to  the  devoted  brig. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


DANGER. 


The  appearance  of  so  many  yellow  jackets,  some 
of  them  in  a  condition  of  considerable  dilapida- 
tion, and  their  wearers,  for  the  most  part,  of 
most  villainous  aspect,  rather  surprised  the  people 
on  board ;  but  the  persuasive  pilot  lost  no  time 
in  making  the  major  and  his  officer  understand 
that  their  condition  was  the  result  of  their  expo- 
sure to  the  hardships  and  labours  incident  to  a 
new  location  in  the  bush ;  where  it  was  necessary 
to  cut  out  roads,  build  huts,  and  clear  away 
timber,  without  regard  to  the  devastations  or 
habits  of  roughness  which  such  employments  pro- 
duced in  the  habilinfents  or  manners  of  the  work- 
ing portion  of  the  projectors.  The  present  men, 
he  assured  them,  "  had  been  carefully  selected  by 
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the  commandant  from  neariy  a  hundred  and  fifty 
government  servants  working  on  their  probadon, 
and  that  seeing  the  great  peril  to  which  the  brig 
was  likely  to  be  exposed,  he  would  not  allow  the 
men  to  change  their  clothes,  but  had  sent  them 
off  as  they  were,  thinking  the  safety  of  the 
Tessel  and  the  security  of  those  on  board  (whose 
skill  and  courage,  he  said,  had  filled  the  com- 
mandant with  admiration)  of  much  more  import- 
ance than  the  appearance  of  the  ][)arty  despatched 
to  assist  them." 

It  would  seem  as  if  fortune  favoured  the  con- 
spirators in  this  subtle  plot ;  for  at  the  moment 
of  their  coming  on  board,  a  gentle  play  of  wind 
came  down  the  channel,  slightly  rippling  the 
sor&ce  of  the  water,  thus  justifying  the  caution- 
aiy  forebodings  of  the  supposed  pilot;  at  the 
same  time  that  a  gathering  of  light  clouds  was 
seen  on  the  lofty  summit  of  Mount  Wellington 
in  the  distance.  The  whole  of  the  scanty  crew 
were  gathered  together  in  a  body,  curious  to  look 
at  the  new  comers,  so  that  their  leader  judged  it 
would  be  too  hazardous  to  attempt  a  surprise  at 
a  time  when  all  the  male  protectors  of  the  vessel 
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were  on  deck,  and  ready  to  defend  themselves. 
He  waited,  therefore,  for  a  more  fitting  occasion. 
The  opportunity  presently  presented  itself.  The 
mate,  after  exchanging  a  word  of  approval  with 
the  major,  without  waiting  for  the  authority  of 
the  pilot,  went  forward  with  the  crew  to  weigh 
the  anchor ;  for  the  tide  was  beginning  to  flow, 
and  with  wind  enough  to  give  the  vessel  steerage- 
way,  it  was  desirable  that  not  a  moment  should 
be  lost  in  working  the  ship  out  of  the  dangerous 
channel  in  which  they  were  confined* 

The  leader  of  the  band  at  once  seized  the 
opportunity : — 

*'Here,  my  lads,"  he  cried  out  to  his  yellow- 
jackets,  ^*  take  the  capstan-bars  in  your  hands,  and 
work  away  cheerily;  show  the  boys  on  board  what 
you  can  do.  These  capstan-bars,"  he  observed 
significantly,  "  would  form  good  weapons  in  case 
of  need." 

His  followers  took  the  hint.  They  possessed 
themselves  of  the  bars  instantly,  and  looked  to 
their  leader.  But  Mark  saw  that  it  was  not  yet 
the  time ;  the  sailors  were  all  on  deck,  as  well  as 
the  major  and  the  steward,  who  were  in  the  stem 
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of  the  vessel,  and  within  reach  of  the  hatchway 

of  the  cabin  in  the  lockers  of  which  the  arms 

were  deposited.     Besides,  it  was  an  important 

object  with  them  to  get  the  vessel  speedily  under 

weigh,  and  to  contrive  to  put  out  to  sea,  for  he 

calculated  that  the  authorities  at  Hobart  Town 

would  not  be  long  in  ascertaining  their  escape 

from  the  barracks;   and  the  boat,  which  would 

soon  be  missed,  would  make  them  aware  of  the 

object  of  the  absconders.    With  these  thoughts, 

he  uiged  his  men  to  put  their  strength  to  the 

work,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  anchor  was  apeak, 

and  the  vessel  under  sail. 

<*  We  shall  be  able  to  beat  up  now,"  said  the  mate, 
cheerfully,  and  rubbing  his  hands ;  **  the  wind  is 

getting  up,  and  soon  we  shall  have  a  stiffish  breeze 

if  it  holds  on." 

*'  We  shall  never  be  able  to  work  up  with  the 
wind  dead  against  us,"  said  the  pilot;  revolving 
in  his  mind  some  expedient  to  get  the  vessel's 
head  put  the  other  way ;  '^  you  have  come  in  by 
the  wrong  passage;  you  ought  to  have  gone 
round,  and  made  your  way  up  by  Storm  Bay/' 

*'  An  ominous  name,"  observed  the  major,  *^  for 
an  entrance  into  a  new  country!'' 
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Tou  have  plenty  of  sea-room  there/*  said  the 
pilot;  '^  and  if  it  does  blow,  jou  can  keep  off  the 
land ;  but  in  these  narrow  channels,  what  with  the 
jutrings  out  of  land,  and  the  shoals,  and  currents 
running  in  all  sorts  of  directions  where  jou  least 
expect  them,  it  is  diflScult  to  get  through  them 
with  a  fair  wind — much  less  with  a  wind  right  in 
your  teeth  as  this  is." 

''  Perhaps  it  would  save  time  to  go  back,'^  said 
the  major,  ^*  and  make  the  other  passage  ?* 

*^  The  tide  would  be  against  us/'  said  the  mate. 

''  But  the  wind  is  against  you  now,"  observed  the 
pilot ;  "  and  that 's  worse,  if  it  should  come  on  to 
blow  hard,  and  there 's  eveiy  appearance  of  it. 
Tou  see  Mount  Wellington  has  put  on  his  night- 
cap, and  that 's  always  a  sign  of  a  gale.  But  you 
are  too  good  a  seaman,*'  he  added  to  the  mate, 
'^  not  to  know  the  advantage  of  having  sea-room 
in  a  gale  of  wind.  And  it  would  be  a  sad  thing,'' 
he  continued,  turning  to  the  major,  '*  for  this 
little  vessel  to  be  lost  after  having  come  safely  all 
the  distance  from  the  other  side  of  the  globe." 

The  major  was  struck  with  the  apparent  candour 
and  justice  of  these  observations,  and  looked  at 


DANOEB*  39 

luB  officer  inquiringly.  Bat  that  clear-headed  and 
plain-dealing  son  of  the  sea  could  not  be  made 
to  underatand  that  the  nearest  way  to  a  port  was 
to  sail  away  from  it.  He  sturdily  resisted  the 
propontion. 

^  If  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,"  he  said,  ''we 
cm  let  go  the  anchor  agun,  and  that  will  hold  us 
on;  even  though  it  should  blow  great  guns,  which, 
upon  my  word,  looks  likely,  for  the  breeze  is 
freshening  up  eveiy  minute,  and  I  don't  like  the 
look  of  those  mares'  tails  to  windward  yonder.'' 

**  And  how  will  you  get  your  anchor  to  hold?" 
panned  the  pilot.  ''It's  all  very  well  there- 
abouts," pointing  towards  the  spot  from  which 
the  Tessel  was  flying  at  a  rapid  rate ;  "  but  this 
channel  has  scarcely  any  anchorage  ground,  as 
ereiy  one  knows ;  why,  most  parts  of  it  are  paved 
widi  rocks  as  regular  as  the  Strand  in  I^ndon  I 
Ton  would  never  get  your  anchor  to  bite — ^much 
1m  hold  P' 

"  We  might  gam  time,  after  aU,"  said  the  major 
to  the  mate,  "  by  trying  the  broader  passage ; 
tins  wind  woald  soon  take  us  out  of  this  strait ; 
and  we  should  be  at  the  same  distance  from 
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Hobart  Town  as  we  are  now,  in  a  few  hours,  with 
a  better  chance  of  beating  up.  How  long  does 
the  wind  last  in  this  quarter/'  he  asked  the  pilot, 
'•  when  it  blows  fresh  ?  " 

"  Three  days ;  always  three  days ;  it 's  as  re- 
gular as  a  clock.  Every  inhabitant  of  the  colony 
knows  it;  it 's  a  sort  of  proverb  among  the  towns- 
people to  say,  that  a  thing  will  last  as  long  as  a 
three  days'  spell  from  Mount  Wellington." 

^<  I  think  we  had  better  take  the  pilot's  advice," 
said  the  major ;  ^'  he  must  know  best." 

''  I  can't  gainsay  that  he  ought  to  know  best  in 
these  parts,  which  he  understands  the  ways  o^  and 
I  don't,"  replied  the  oiBcer;  *^but  I  can  never 
agree  that  the  shortest  way  to  a  port  is  to  go  away 
from  it;  and  as  to  this  wind — ^why,  it 's  nothing  to 
what  we  have  gone  through  before  !"  But  at  this 
moment,  as  if  to  belie  the  honest  seaman's  judgment, 
and  to  aid  the  iniquitous  designs  of  the  conspi- 
rators, a  furious  blast  from  the  north  called  the 
attention  of  all  on  duty  to  the  care  of  the  vessel ; 
and  the  pilot,  profiting  by  the  opportunity,  im- 
mediately put  her  before  the  squall  with  her  head 
towards  the  entrance  of  the  channel.    The  squall 
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pneed  over  as  quicUj  as  it  came,  but  the  pilot 
still  continued  his  outward  course,  though  not 
^thout  the  expression  of  considerable  dissatis- 
facdoQ  on  the  part  of  the  mate«  whose  suspicions 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot  became  strengthened 
bj  a  course  of  proceeding  so  contrary  to  the 
worthy  officer's  experience  in  the  practice  of  navi- 
gation. But  as  his  employer,  the  owner  of  the 
vessel,  was  an  assenting  party,  he  submitted^ 
though  with  a  very  ill-grace,  giving  vent  to  his 
displeasure  in  a  succession  of  grumblings  much 
resembling  the  sound  of  the  north  wind,  which 
was  roaring  and  increasing  behind  them. 

Nor  were  the  crew  of  the  vessel  better  pleased 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  Australian  pilot,  who, 
they  were  not  long  in  detecting,  with  that  almost 
instinctive  knowledge  possessed  by  sailors  of  their 
brothers  of  the  ocean,  had  very  small  pretensions 
to  the  name  of  a  seaman.  But  as  they  were  only 
humble  subordinates  on  board,  they  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  obey,  though  the  pilot  saw  by  their 
looks  that  they  were  not  in  a  humour  to  submit 
tamely  to  any  overt  aggression.  He  waited, 
therefore,  patiently,  till  an  opportunity  should 
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occur  to  put  his  plan  in  execution;  for  it  was  not 
until  the  crew  were  below^  and  his  own  men 
conyeniently  disposed  about  the  hatchway  of  the 
passengers'  cabin,  that  he  could  hope  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  ship's  arms,  and  be  in  a  position  to 
command  success. 

The  retrograde  course  of  the  vessel,  however, 
inspired  a  general  gloom  over  all  on  board,  except 
those  interested  in  its  execution,  and  who  were 
anxiously  waiting  for  the  signal  of  their  leader  to 
adopt  measures  more  open  and  decisive.  The 
sisters  felt  a  vague  presentiment  of  evil  arising 
from  the  disappointment  of  being  obliged  to  re- 
cede from  the  long-desired  haven  of  their  hopes 
and  fears,  the  encompassing  hills  of  which  were  in 
tantalizing  sight ;  nor  could  the  major  divest  him- 
self of  a  certain  feeling  of  dissatis&ction  with 
himself  for  having  yielded  to  the  authority  of  the 
pilot  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  his  officer. 

But  the  storm,  which  rapidly  increased,  seemed 
to  justify  the  pilots  apprehensionsf,  and  the  major 
&lt  ashamed  to  suspect  the  judgment  of  a  man 
who  had  so  clearly  warned  him  of  its  coming. 
The  mate,  also,  was  almost  shaken  in  his  opinion ; 
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bat  as  the  gale  increased,  he  had  no  thoughts  for 
anjthiDg  but  the  safety  of  the  ship,  vrhich,  urged 
bj  the  furious  north  wind,  made  her  way  rapidly 
back  to  the  entrance  of  the  channel,  and  stood 
out  towards  the  open  sea. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  PURSUIT. 


In  the  mean  time  the  flight  of  the  prisoners  had 
not  escaped  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities  at 
head-quarters ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  discovery 
of  the  abstraction  of  the  boat  which  had  been  lefb 
unguarded  at  the  further  end  of  Sandy  Bay,  which 
lies  to  the  right  as  you  look  from  Hobart  Town 
towards  the  sea,  that  the  party  made  ready  for 
the  pursuit  of  the  runaways  could  be  put  on  the 
right  scent. 

Thus  guided  in  their  search,  the  pursuing  party^ 
consisting  of  two  constables  and  a  corporal's  party 
of  soldiers,  embarked  in  a  light  boat  made  of  the 
aromatic  white  pine,  a  wood  of  peculiar  lightness, 
which  is  obtained  chiefly  by  the  labours  of  the 
convicts  at  Macquarie  Harbour  to  the  west  of  the< 
idland  of  Van  Diemen,  and  which  is  admirably 


adapted,  from  its  lightness,  elasticity,  and  tough- 
nessy  for  the  construction  of  whale-boats.  They 
had  four  sailors  from  the  government  armed  brig 
to  use  the  oars,  and  the  whole  party  was  well 
anned,  as  well  to  guard  against  any  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  natives,  as  to  be  in  an  efficient  state  to 
contend  with  the  bushrangers,  should  they  have 
been  able  to  supply  themselves  with  arms.  It 
seemed  that  their  business  was  considered  in  no 
ordinary  degree  of  a  serious  nature,  as  the  wife  of 
one  of  the  constables  accompanied  him  to  the 
jetty  where  the  party  was  to  embark,  where  she 
took  leave  of  him  with  much  appearance  of 
affection : — 

"You  will  be  making  a  widow  of  me,  one  of 
these  days,"  said  she,  **  if  you  go  on  these  dan- 
gerous expeditions ;  and  Mark  Brandon  is  not  a 
man  to  be  taken  alive  without  a  scrimmage." 

** Never  fear,"  said  her  considerate  helpmate; 
** there's  plenty  of  husbands  to  be  got  in  Van 
Biemen's  Land ;  that 's  some  comfort  for  all  of 
you.    ITlbe  bound  before  the  end  of  the  week 
you  11  have  another." 

"  A  week !  you  brute  !    Do  you  think  I  don't 
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know  what's  decent  for  a  respectable  woman  to 
conform  to  ?  A  year,  joa  mean ;  that  *s  the 
regular  mourning ;  or,  at  the  least,  six  months,  as 
it 's  not  a  regular  country,  and  only  a  colony.  To 
be  sure,  Kitty  Flurriman  did  marry  again  one 
month  after  her  poor  man  met  with  his  misfortune; 
—it  was  a  shame  to  hang  such  a  good-looking 
man  as  he  was; — but  to  think  that  I  would  do 
such  a  thing  at  the  end  of  a  month,  or  even  two 
months !"  •  •  .  What  definite  time  the  lady  might 
have  fixed  as  the  ne  plus  ultra  term  of  widowhood 
it  is  impossible  to  say,  as  the  boat  was  now  out  of 
hearing.  The  conversation,  however,  on  Mark 
Brandon  was  continued  in  the  boat. 

'*  Who  is  this  Mark  Brandon?'*  asked  the  cor- 
poral, who  was  a  sub-ofiicer  in  the  ^^  Bufis,"  a 
battalion  of  which  had  recently  arrived  in  the 
colony. 

"Don't  you  know  Mark  Brandon?"  said  the 
constable  with  some  surprise ;  *'  why,  he 's  as  well 
known  here  as  Dick  Turpin  in  the  old  country. 
He  is  the  most  famous  bushranger  that  ever  went 
out  He  was  pardoned  by  the  governor  only  last 
year,  when  he  was  cast  for  death ;  but  you  see," 
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said  the  eonstable,  winking  his  eye,  **  there  was  a 
kdj  in  the  case." 

"^  Oh,  ho !  handBome  fellow,  eh  T 

''As  clean-made  and  good-looking  a  fellow  as 
efer  you  set  eyes  on.  Here 's  a  description  of 
him  in  this  paper."  The  constable  read  from  the 
list:— 

'''Mark  Brandon,  five  feet  eleven  inches  in 
height;  broad-shouldered;  waist  slim;  foot  small; 
brown  hair;  blue  eyes;  fair  complexion;  his  hands 
rather  white  and  delicate/  Then  here's  the 
description  of  the  others :  '  Roger  Grough,  James 
Swindell ' "" 

"Never  mind  them  just  now,"  said  the  corporal; 
"  tell  us  about  this  Mark  Brandon :  what  was  he 
la^cdfor?* 

"Smuggling; — at  least  so  they  say;  but  of 
comse  you  can  never  get  the  truth  of  what  they 
are  sent  out  for  from  the  prisoners ;  but  I  believe 
it's  the  truth  in  his  case." 

"That  was  nothing  very  bad,"  remarked  the 
corporal. 

"  Bad !  no  :  nobody  thinks  anything  of  it  here. 
It's  only  when  a  fellow  has  done  anything   at 
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home  that's  unfair  and  mean^  sach  as  murders 
and  robberies,  and  such  like,  that  he's  looked 
down  on.  But  as  for  smuggling!  bless  your  heart, 
nobody  thinks  much  the  worse  of  a  man  here  for 
that,  nor  at  home  neither,  so  far  as  I  know« 
What  is  it  ?  It 's  only  giving  the  go-by  to  the 
government :  Lord  love  you !  what 's.  the  harm  of 
that?" 

"  How  was  it,  then,  that  they  treated  this  Mark 
so  bad  as  to  drive  him  to  take  to  the  bush  ?  Has 
he  been  doing  anything  wrong  here?" 

*'  Why,  you  see,  he  was  assigned  when  he  came 
over,  to  a  master  up  the  country;  and  some  of 
the  settlers  treat  their  government  men  dreadfully 
severe^  and  Mark  couldn't  stand  it ;  and  when 
his  master  threatened  him  with  his  cattle-whip 
one  day,  he  knocked  his  master  down.  He  might 
have  got  off  if  he  had  suffered  himself  to  be 
taken  before  the  magistrate,  for  the  settlers  are 
not  allowed  to  strike  their  men.  But  Mark's 
blood  was  up,  and  he  took  to  the  bush — that  was 
more  than  two  year  ago— and  of  course  he  robbed 
the  settlers'  houses  of  tea,  sugar,  and  ammunition^ 
and  things;  but  he  never  shed  blood;  only  tied 
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people  oeck  and  heels  together,  and  things  of 
that  sort — ^veiy  wrong  of  conrse — ^but  not  near  so 
bad  as  some." 

'^fiad  enough,  to  my  thinking." 

^  Well ;  he  was  taken  at  last,  as  they  all  are, 
sooner  or  later,  and  cast  for  death;  but  somehow 
interest  was  made  with  the  governor — and  they 
do  say  a  certain  lady  had  taken  a  fancy  to  him— 
bat  that's  no  business  of  mine;  and  so  the  best 
was  made  of  his  case,  how  it  was,  through  the 
tyranny  of  his  master,  that  he  was  driven  to  take 
to  the  bush ;  and  how  civil  and  polite  he  was  to 
the  settlers  that  he  robbed,  especially  the  ladies, 
and  so  he  got  off*  But  they  made  him  work  in 
chains,  and  that's  what  galled  him,  I  dare  say. 
He  was  not  the  chap  to  stand  that  any  ways." 

''And  what  sort  of  a  man  is  he?"  asked  the 
corporal ;  "  a  lady's  man  ?" 

**  When  he  has  a  mind  to  it,  they  say,  he  is  the 
most  camying  devil  that  ever  came  over  a  woman* 
But  he  is  a  most  determined  fellow  for  all  that* 
He  will  not  be  taken  alive,  you  may  depend  upon 
it;  for  he  must  know  he  has  nothing  to  expect 
bat  to  scrag  for  this  last  break-out." 

VOL.  I.  B 
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*^  Of  course  not :  then  I  suppose  we  may  look 
out  for  a  tussle."  The  soldieis  at  this  mechani* 
cally  handled  their  firelocks. 

''Are  the  bushrangers  armed?'* 

'^  We  don't  know ;  but  it  stands  to  reason  that 
they  never  would  start  for  the  bush  this  way 
without  arms  and  ammunition ;  for  it 's  not  like 
the  interior  where  they  might  get  arms  firom  the 
settlers ;  there  are  no  inhabitants  down  the  river 
but  the  natives." 

''  There  goes  the  signal  up !"  said  the  corporal ; 
<<  some  vessel  in  sight." 

"I  see/ said  the  constable;  '*we  may  fall  in  with 
her^  perhaps,  when  we  get  further  down  the  river* 
But  where  to  look  for  these  fellows?  that's  the 
point !  We  think  they  made  away  with  the  boat 
last  night,  just  after  dark,  so  that  they  have  a 
good  start;  but  they  can  hardly  do  anything 
with  such  a  boat  at  sea,  for  she  was  but  a  small 
one,  and  had  nothing  in  her  but  her  oars.  If 
they  are  after  going  round  the  coast,  they  will 
take  the  western  side,  so  as  to  avoid  the  track  of 
vessels  between  this  and  Sydney ;  and  so  we  will 
keep  away  to  the  right  towards  the  channel,  and 
keepand  a  sharp  look-out  as  we  go  by." 
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With  this  Tiew  they  hugged  the  shore  on  the 
west,  and  a  breeze  soon  after  springing  up,  with 
the  assistance  of  their  sail  they  made  rapid  pro- 
gress down  the  river  without  seeing  anything 
suspicious  in  their  way.  The  constable,  who  had 
the  direction  of  the  party,  as  the  most  experienced 
among  them,  was  inclined  to  make  a  stop  after 
they  had  proceeded  some  way  down  the  channel ; 
hot  at  this  moment,  in  turning  round  a  projecting 
point  of  land,  the  steersman  caught  sight  of  a 
vessel  in  the  distance,  which  was  standing  across 
the  channel,  and  beating  her  way  up  under  a  stiff 
breeze  on  the  larboard  tack;  when  suddenly  the 
vessel,  which  was  made  out  to  be  a  brig,  and  of 
small  burthen,  was  seen  to  change  her  course, 
and  under  a  press  of  sail,  make  her  way  down 
the  channel. 

This  strange  manceuvre  roused  the  suspicion 
of  the  pursuers  of  the  runaways,  and  as  their  boat 
was  light  and  fast,  they  determined  to  endeavour 
to  overtake  the  brig,  not  without  some  misgivings 
that  the  cleverness  and  the  daring  of  the  celebrated- 
Mark  Brandon  had  enabled  him  to  get  possession 
of  the  vessel. 

e2 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


THE  STRATAGEM. 


The  gallant  brig  had  nearly  reached  the  entrance 
of  D'Entrecasteaux'  channel  \?hen  the  squall 
from  Mount  Welliugton  ceased  as  suddenly  as  it 
rose;  and  presently  the  wind  was  lulled  into  a 
calm.  The  experienced  mate,  however,  was  not 
to  be  deceived  by  this  suspicious  suspension  of 
the  blast. 

**  What  are  we  going  to  have  now  ?"  he  said  to 
the  leader  of  the  bushrangers,  whom,  in  his 
capacity  of  pilot,  it  was  his  duty  to  consult: 
^^I  don't  like  this  lull;  they  are  only  getting 
ready  a  fresh  hand  to  the  bellows,  I  &ncy.  I 
suppose  the  wind  shifts  on  this  side  of  the  world 
much  as  it  does  on  t'other.    I  think  the  bank 
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light  ahead-*  to  the  south,  yonder  —  begins  to 


rise." 


''You  are  quite  right,''  replied  the  supposed 
pilot;  *'and  with  such  a  man  as  you  on  board 
you  have  no  need  of  a  pilot ;  the  vessel  is  quite 
safe  in  your  hands :  you  seem  to  know  the  way 
of  the  winds  in  the  New  World  as  well  as  if  you 
had  been  bom  among  them.    A  better  seaman  I 


never...." 


''Avast  there,  mate!"  said  the  honest  officer; 
"you  ^ve  us  too  much  of  that;  why,  you  have 
got  the  gift  of  the  gab  like  a  sea-lawyer! 
To  be  sure  this  is  not  the  first  time  I've  looked 
the  winds  in  the  face.  But  we  had  better 
trj  to  put  her  head  about;  if  it  comes  on  to 
blow  from  the  south,  it  will  be  a  fair  wind  for  us 
up  the  channel." 

''Better  get  out,"  said  the  pilot,  "  and  have  sea- 
room;  when  it  comes  on  to  blow  from  the  south- 
ward it  always  blows  great  guns;  and  this  is  a 
nasty  channel  to  be  sticking  in — full  of  shoals 
and  rocks,  and  headlands  stretching  out  in  every 
direction." 

"You  seem  to  have  taken  a  great  dislike  to 
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the  channel,"  replied  the  mate :  "  for  my  part  I 
don't  see  any  great  harm  in  it:  and  Horseman 
says  it's  good  enough  if  you  mind  your  sound- 
ings; and  the  chart  is  clear.  What  makes  you 
so  anxious  to  get  out  of  it  ?" 

Two  or  three  of  the  yellow  jackets  were  stand- 
ing in  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel  near  the  pilot 
and  the  mate  during  their  brief  colloquy,  and  it 
struck  the  worthy  officer  that  there  was  an 
expression  in  their  &ces  incongruous  with  their 
characters ;  and  he  thought  he  observed  a  glance 
of  intelligence  pass  between  one  of  them  and 
their  leader.  A  vague  suspicion  crossed  the 
mate's  mind;  but  as  there  was  nothing  definite 
to  give  it  substance,  it  passed  way  for  the  moment, 
but  afterwards  it  recurred  to  him.  As  he  went 
aft  to  take  the  orders  of  the  major,  he  heard  a 
voice,  which  it  seemed  to  him  proceeded  from 
the  same  man  whose  look  he  had  observed,  ask 
in  a  low  tone : — 

"Is  it  time?" 

The  mate  turned  round,  and  gazed  inquiringly 
at  the  group  in  the  forecastle. 

"  Is  it  time  ?"  he  repeated ;  "  time  for  what  ?" 
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''He  was  asking,"  replied  the  pilot,  rather 
bastily, ''  if  it  was  time  to  go  aboat :  but  I  see  the 
major  has  come  on  deck;  we  will  consult  him 
as  to  what  he  would  like  to  do  with  his  vessel." 
Saying  this,  he  went  aft,  following  the  mate. 

The  sisters  were  gazing  listlessly  at  the  land 
from  which  they  were  unwillingly  receding  with 
the  change  of  tide,  and  the  gallant  Mr.  Silliman 
found  it  impossible  to  inspire  either  of  them  with 
those  feelings  of  mirthful  gaiety  with  which  they 
were  accustomed  to  receive  his  assiduities.  The 
major  was  supporting  his  youngest  daughter  by  the 
arm,  as  the  motion  of  the  vessel  from  the  broken  sea 
rendered  it  difficult  for  her  to  stand  on  deck. 
Helen,  on  the  contrary,  stood  erect  and  alone,  with 
one  hand  grasping  the  bulwark,  and  the  other  hold- 
ing the  ship's  glass,  which  she  condescended  to  allow 
Mr.  Silliman  to  support  at  the  other  end,  to  keep 
it  steady.  The  honour  of  this  position  was  perfect 
bliss  to  that  enraptured  individual,  who  made 
extraordinary  exertions  to  call  into  exercise  the 
utmost  dexterity  of  his  sea  legs,  so  that  the 
view  of  the  beautiful  Helen  might  not  be  dis* 
arranged* 
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'^  Do  you  see  anything,  Miss  Helen  ?"  he  ven- 
tured to  inquire  in  a  tone  of  extreme  insinuation. 

'*  Nothing  but  the  brim  of  your  ugly  hat," 
replied  the  lady. 

"  Bless  me  !  I  beg  a  thousand  pardons ;  it 's 
the  rolling  of  the  sea:  there  again;  I  hope  I  did 
not  hurt  you  :  now  do  you  see  anything  7" 

"1  see  something.  Papa,  come  and  look 
through  the  glass  just  as  it  is  now.  Stand  still,** 
she  said  to  Mr.  Silliman,  ''and  do  try  to  be 
steady:  a  pretty  sailor  not  to  be  able  to  bear  the 
rolling  of  the  ship  I  Look,  papa,  I  see  some- 
thing Hke  a  swan.'' 

''  A  swan  I  my  love :  then  it  must  be  a  black 
one,  for  all  the  swans  are  black,  they  say  on  this 
side  of  the  earth.  A  swan !  my  dear;  no  it's  no 
swan,  but  the  sail  of  a  boat  that  you  see,  I  think. 
— Mr.  Northland,  what  do  you  make  of  it  ?" 

''  A  boat  with  her  square-sail  up,"  pronounced 
the  mate,  with  professional  precision,  afler  taking 
a  brief  earnest  look  at  the  object.  '^  She  looks  like 
a  large  whale-boat  by  her  make ;  but  she  is  too 
large  for  that  work, — she  is  coming  down  with  the 
tide.    What  do  you  say  to  it,  pilot?" 
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There  was  a  Tisible  embairassment,  on  the  part 
of  the  supposed  pilot,  at  this  communication.  A 
slight  paleness  came  over  his  countenance,  as  if 
he  was  struck  with  some  uncontrdlable  emotion, 
and  then  bis  &ce  flushed  with  excitement*  As 
he  looked  round  with  an  attempt  to  appear  uncon- 
oemed,  he  encountered  tlie  eye  of  Helen,  which 
was  fixed  steadfastly  upon  him.  He  quiuled  for 
an  instant  beneath  the  penetrating  gaze  of  that 
brilliant  eye,  and,  hasdiy  taking  the  ship's  glass 
from  the  mate's  hands  to  cover  his  confusion,  he 
directed  it  towards  the  object;  but  his  hand 
trembled,  and  the  glass  shook  visibly. 

**  Rather  a  shaky  hand,"  remarked  the  mate  to 
the  major,  in  a  whisper;  ''but  there 's  no  duty  on 
grog  in  this  part  of  the  world." 

The  whisper  of  the  mate  seemed  to  discompose 
the  pilot  a  little.  He  took  his  eye  from  the  glass, 
aod  searched  the  countenances  of  the  bystanders ; 
bat  seemg  nothing  in  them  to  alarm,  he  applied 
himself  again  to  his  scrutiny  of  the  boat. 

While  he  was  so  employed,  Helen  made  a  sign 
to  her  fiither  to  come  near  her.    They  moved 
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round  to  the  side  of  the  binnacle,  leaving  the 
pilot,  with  his  back  towards  them,  looking  through 
the  glass. 

'^  Papa,"  said  Helen,  in  a  whisper,  '^  I  have  been 
watching  the  countenance  of  that  man.  He 
changed  colour  when  the  mate  spoke  of  the  boat. 
Depend  upon  it,  there  is  something  about  that 
boat  that  troubles  ihim/' 

^  It  must  be  fiincy,  my  love ;  there  can  be 
nothing  in  the  appearance  of  a  boat  to  disturb  the 
pilot    It  is  only  fancy." 

^^  Dear  papa,  it  is  not  fiincy.  I  cannot  be  mis- 
taken in  the  countenance  of  that  man ;  it  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  I  ever  saw.  I  watched  him ; 
and  I  am  sure  that  the  boat  in  sight  has  had  some 
powerful  e£Pect  on  him.  He  does  not  look  like  a 
man  to  be  moved  by  a  slight  cause.'' 

"  Well,  my  dear  gurl,  the  shortest  way  is  to  ask 
him. — ^Pilot,''  said  the  major,  addressing  the  bush- 
ranger, ''  what  do  you  see  in  that  boat  to  disturb 
you?'' 

''To  disturb  me  1"  replied  the  pilot,  regarding 
the  major  fixedly.  '*  Why  do  you  suppose  that 
the  sight  of  that  boat  disturbs  me  ?    What  do  yoa 
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suppose  the  boat  has  to  do  with  us — I  mean,  with 
me?" 

''Bat  what  do  you  think  of  her?"  interrupted 
the  mate,  who  was  a  little  out  of  patience  with  the 
lengthened  examination  of  the  pilot.  ''  You  have 
bad  a  pretty  long  spell  at  the  glass ;  long  enough 
to  make  her  out,  I  'm  sure.  What  do  you  think 
of  her?" 

''  I  win  take  another  look  at  her,"  replied  the 
bashranger,  who  was  anxious  to  gain  time  to 
enable  him  to  devise  some  scheme  to  counteract 
tbe  dangerous  approach  of  the  boat,  which,  he 
bad  no  doubt,  had  been  despatched  after  him  and 
bis  associates  by  the  government  authorities;  ''I 
can  see  her  plainer  now." 

''  And  what  do  you  make  of  her  ?"  repeated  the 
mate. 

"It's  only  a  boat,"  replied  the  bushranger,  con- 
tinuing to  look  anxiously  through  the  glass. 

**  Well,  if  it 's  only  a  boat,  there 's  an  end  of 
it,"  sud  the  mate.  ''  There 's  a  light  air  coming 
from  the  south  ward,''*  he  said  to  the  major ;  ''  I 
soppose  we  may  stand  up  now  with  the  wind  in 
our  fiivour." 
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'^  Bat  the  tide  is  against  us,"  observed  the  pilot, 
"  and  if  it  comes  on  to  blow — and  I  don't  like 
the  looks  of  that  bank  which  you  first  observed 
rising  yonder — ^you  would  find  yourself  cramped 
in  this  narrow  channel." 

'*  I  '11  never  agree  to  go  out  of  the  channel  with 
a  &ir  wind  up,''  exclaimed  the  mate.  ''Why, 
fiiendy  you  are  for  not  going  up  the  channel  any 
way  I  Before,  it  was  the  wind  that  was  against 
us,  and  then  we  were  not  to  go  up ;  and  now  that 
we  are  getting  the  wind,  it  is  because  the  tide  is 
against  us  that  we  are  not  to  go  up  I  Beg  pardon 
^-no  o£Pence  meant;  but^  to  my  thinking,  you 
don't  want  us  to  go  up  the  channel  at  all  ?" 

^'The  boat  is  coming  nearer,"  cried  out  Mr. 
Silliman,  who,  as  all  the  others  had  done  with  it, 
was  allowed  to  use  the  glass :  ^'  I  can  see  it  as 
plain  as  can  be;  and  they  have  taken  the  sail 
down,  and  they  are  puUing  with  all  their  might, 
I  can  see.  They  have  got  the  tide  in  their  &vour, 
and  they  will  soon  be  down  on  us ;  we  shall  hear 
some  news  now  I    Hurrah  !" 

The  bushranger  snatched  the  glass'  out  of  the 
exulting  Mr.  Silliman's  hand  with  an  abruptness 
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which  made  that  astonished  indiTidual  open  his 
fflooth  with  sorprise.  With  a  finn  hand,  and  with 
a  certain  air  of  determination,  he  applied  the 
^ass  to  his  eye,  and  directed  it  to  the  still  distant 
boaly  whicfa^  however,  propelled  by  the  oars  of 
the  pursuing  party,  and  assisted  by  the  tide,  was 
nfidiy  approaching  the  brig.  Helen  had  ob- 
ier?ed  the  impetuous  motion  of  the  pilot,  and  had 
watched  his  Taiying  countenance  as  he  gazed 
throQ^  the  glass.  Prompted  by  an  irresistible 
impulse,  she  gave  vent  to  her  yague  suspicion  of 
danger,  and  spoke : — 

^Sr,"  she  said  to  the  pilot,  *^1  am  sure  there 
18  something  aboijt  that  coming  boat  which  dis- 
toAs  you.  Tou  know 'something  about  it,  you 
do^I  am  sure  you  do,"  she  repeated,  her  eyes 
Undling,  and  her  cheeks  reddening  with  excite- 
ment  ^  If  there  is  danger,  do  not  deceive  us, 
bat  tell  us  in  time,  that  we  may  be  prepared  for 
it  Do  not  suppose,"  she  said,  taking  hold  of 
her  sister'jB  hand,  'Uhat  because  we  are  women 
we  are  afraid.  We  have  looked  on  the  dangers 
of  the  sea  without  terror,  confident  in  our  skill 
and  onr  courage ;  and  we  can  look  without  fear 
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on  this  new  danger — ^for  danger  there  is,  I  know, 
by  your  look  and  manner  at  this  moment. 
Speak,  I  say,  and  let  us  know  at  once  what  the 
danger  is  ?" 

The  spirited  words  of  the  heroic  girl  unfortu- 
nately inspired  the  bushranger  with  a  happy 
thought.  He  seized  on  the  suggestion  of  danger 
from  the  boat  with  the  readiness  of  practised 
dissimulation.  Forming  his  plan  on  the  instant, 
he  replied  without  hesitation,  and  with  an  ex- 
pression of  feeling  and  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  women  which  disarmed  suspicion  :— • 

**  Major,  I  fear  your  gifted  daughter  is  right.  I 
wished  to  make  my  communication  when  they 
were  gone  below ;  but  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost; 
and  these  courageous  girls  shame  us  with  their 
spirit.  But  I  will  do  justice  to  their  courage  I  and 
say  at  once  there  is  danger *  •" 

'^  Danger  T  said  the  mate,  looking  about  him : 
•*  where  from?" 

"  Danger  I*'  repeated  the  major,  in  a  voice  of 
mingled  surprise  and  emotion,  and  clasping  his 
youngest  daughter  with  instinctive  tenderness, — 
**  danger  from  that  boat?** 
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^  Yes/*  replied  the  supposed  pilot ;  "  and  there 
is  DO  time  to  lose  if  we  are  to  defend  ourselves. 
That  boat,  I  have  no  doubt,  contains  the  party  of 
bashrangers  that  broke  away  from  camp  some 
days  ago:  the  commandant  at  the  look-out  has 
had  notice  of  them ;  and  their  design  must  be  to 
endeavour  to  take  this  vesseL  They  are  well 
anned;  it  is  supposed  there  are  about  a  dozen  of 
them:  and  as  the  villains  are  desperate,  they  will 
make  a  determined  attack  on  us.  However,  I  for 
one  am  ready  to  fight  for  you ;  and  if  you  will 
ann  your  men,  my  people  shall  work  the  vessel 
while  they  defend  us." 

^Let  it  be  done  at  once,"  said  the  major. 
^  This  is  a  most  unlucky  accident  I  However,  it 
is  fortunate  that  we  have  you  on  board  to  help 
us."  So  saying,  he  descended  to  the  cabin  in  all 
haste  to  prepare  the  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  bushranger,  meantime,  went  forward,  as  if 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  directions  to  the  party 
under  his  control.  As  he  passed  his  confederates, 
he  said,  in  a  low  firm  voice,  to  each  of  them : — 

«Be  ready.'* 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 


THB  ATTACK. 


The  consommate  art  of  the  bushranger  in  pro- 
posing that  the  crew  of  the  vessel  shonld  be 
armed^  while  his  own  men  undertook  the  man* 
agement  of  the  ressel,  had  its  intended  eflect. 
There  was  no  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  major 
or  of  his  people  that  the  approaching  boat  was 
really  in  pursuit  of  the  absconded  prisoners  on 
board  the  brig ;  and  the  activity  of  the  supposed 
pilot  in  preparing  the  means  of  defence  was 
r^;arded  as  corroborating  evidence  of  the  danger 
threatened  to  the  vessel.  All  was  activi^  on 
deck;  muskets,  pistols,  and  cutlasses  were  brought 
up  from  the  cabin,  and  ammunition  was  dis- 
interred from  the  lockers:    and  the  bushranger 
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took  caie  to  provide    himself  amply  with  the 
means  of  defence  or  offence,  as  the  case  might  be: 

Sdll  he  was  well  aware  that  the  moment  was 
critical  and  most  perilous.  He  was  now  in  the 
worst  position :  his  confederates  were  defenceless; 
the  sailors  of  the  vessel  were  armed,  and  pre- 
pared to  refflst  aggression:  and  the  boat,  winch 
he  had  no  donbt  contained  a  government  party 
in  parsnity  was  coming  nearer  and  nearer  every 
minute.  Biit  with  a  coolness  and  courage  worthy 
ofa  better  object,  he  bided  his  time,  and  waited 
with  patience  for  the  result,  which  he  calculated 
most  take  place  when  his  men  attempted  to  work 
uie  vessel* 

At  this  time  a  brisk  breeze  had  sprang 
up  from  the  south,  which  gave  the  advan- 
tage to  the  brig  over  an  attacking  boat^  as  it 
enaUed  the  vessel  to  choose  her  position.  The 
increase  of  the  wind  rendered  a  corresponding 
arrangement  of  the  sails  necessary;  but  here  the 
ignonmce  and  blundering  of  the  supposed  pilot's 
men  was  too  provoking  to  be  endured  by  the 
angxy  mate: — 

^What  do  you  call  your  fellows  T'  he  broke 

VOL.  L  F 
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out  to  the  pilot :  *'do  you  call  that  chap  a  sailor? 
See  how  he  handles  a  rope  I  By  — !  look  at 
that  fellow  sticking  in  the  shronds!  There's 
another  creeping  through  lubber's  hole!  That's 
right,  my  man,  take  care  of  your  precious  limbs ! 
Oh !  this  will  never  do,"  he  said  to  the  major ; 
^  these  men  will  never  work  the  vessel :  such  a 
lubberly  set  I  never  set  eyes  on  I    There  goes 

the  jib  I   Hold  on  there*  hold  on !    By !  you  11 

have  the  maintopsail-yard  down  by  the  run. 
Pilot,  hold  your  men  off.  What's  the  use  of 
such  a  pack  of  fools?  Keep  an  eye  on  the  boat^ 
some  one,  can't  you?  A  pretty  set,  that  don't 
know  the  main-sheet  from  the  topsail-halyards; 
and  they  can't  fight  I  No,  not  they  I  I  should 
like  to  know  what  they  are  fit  for  ?" 

'*Do  you  think  your  men  would  stand  by 
us?"  asked  the  major,  eagerly,  of  the  pilot;  ^'yoa 
see  we  want  our  own  people  to  work  the 
vessel." 

«« light!"  said  the  pilot;  '< they  will  fight  like 
devils,  depend  upon  it,  when  the  time  comes; 
but  of  course  you  can't  expect  them  to  be  used 
to  arms,"  he  added  carelessly:  ^however,  they 
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will  do  their  best.  Come  aft,  my  men.'*  They 
quickly  came  at  the  roice  of  their  leader. 

^  The  major  says  he  wants  his  sailors  to  work 
the  vessel ;  and  he  asks  me  if  you  will  stand  by 
us  to  defend  the  brig  from  the  bushrangers  com* 
iogoato  attack  ns  in  the  boat  yonder?" 

Hie  diligent  Mr.  Silliman,  who  was  examin- 
ing the  boat  throogh  the  ship's  glass^  cried  out 
at  this  moment,  '*  I  can  see  the  men  in  the  boat, 
and  I  can  see  the  gleam  of  some  muskets;  the 
boat  is  full  of  the  rascals  r 

^Make  haste,  then/'  said  the  bushranger; 
^relieve  the  sailors  of  their  arms;  and  be  ready 
to  use  them,"  he  said,  significantly,  "when  I 
^ve  the  word." 

The  exchange  of  duties  between  the  sailors 
and  the  conspirators  was  the  work  of  a  minute 
only;  and  the  crew  of  the  vessel  became  imme* 
diately  busied  in  trimming  the  sails  and  attending 
to  the  ship;  while  the  supposed  pilot  and  his 
gang  stood  with  arms  in  their  hands,  ready  to 
poonoe  on  their  unsuspecting  victims. 

The  bushranger  felt  that  the  time  had  come 
^ken  he  must  strike  a  decisive  blow ;  but  first  he 

f2 
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ran  rapidly  over  in  his  head  a  scheme  to  get  the 
major  and  his  chief  officer  below,  in  order  that  the 
crew,  being  deprived  of  their  leaders^  might  be 
more  easily  mastered:  his  object  was  unexpectedly 
furthered  by  the  officious  Mn  Silliman. 

*' Major,^  said  that  bustling  individual,  as  he 
hurriedly  loaded  his  musket  .with  an  excessively 
martial  air,  ''would  it  not  be  better  for  the  young 
ladies  to  go  below?  they  will  only  be  in  our  way 
on  deck,  and  hinder  us  from  fighting." 

''  We  shall  work  the  better,"  put  in  the  pilot, 
''  if  we  are  assured  that  your  daughters,  major, 
are  out  of  the  reach  of  the  bullets." 

Louisa,  who  was  very  pale,  assented  to  this 
suggestion  without  reply;  but  Helen,  who  was 
flushed  and  excited,  remonstrated  and  resisted. 
''  I  can  fire  a  gun,"  she  said,  ^  as  well  as  any 
of  you;  any  woman  can  do  that:  and  where 
my  dear  father  is  there  will  I  be  also :"  and  saying 
this  she  seized  a  musket,  and  held  it  in  the  atti* 
tude  of  a  heroine  prepared  for  war. 

It  required  all  her  fitther's  entreaties  and^  at 
last,  commands  to  induce  her  to  descend  into  the 
cabin.    The  major  was  obliged  to  lay  down  his 
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weapons  and  accompany  her  below.  The  bash* 
noger  saw  his  opportunity,  but  the  troublesome 
Mr.  SiUiman  came  breathless  to  the  entrance 
of  the  companion*way,  and  bawled  ^^Major, 
majors  I  can  see  the  red  coats  of  soldiers  in  the 
boat!" 

*^ Soldiers P  sud  the  major;  *^what  can  that 
mean?  But  they  are  in  my  line;  III  soon  be  up 
and  give  a  look  at  them." 

'*Mr.  Northland,"  called  out  the  pilot,  «<the 
major  is  asking  for  you  below ;  something  about 
the  dead-lights,  I  believe." 

''Aye,  aye,  sir,"  said  the  mate,  as  he  ran  aft; 
^look  out,  pilot,  the  boat's  upon  us;"  and  by  an 
indescribable  process  of  locomotion,  which  sailors 
alone  posses,  he  dived  down  below,  and  his  head 
disappeared  in  a  twinkling. 

The  bushranger  immediately  made  a  sign  to 
four  of  his  men  who  were  near  him  to  close  the 
hatchway:  it  was  done  in  an  instant.  At  the 
same  time  he  presented  his  own  musket,  which 
he  cocked  with  an  audible  click,  at  the  man  at  the 
wheel  Mr.  Silliman  observed  these  eztraordi- 
naiy  manoeuvres,  which  altogether  exceeded  his 
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nautical  experience,  vrith  inexpressible  astonish- 
ment; but  before  he  had  time  to  make  up  his 
mind  what  to  do»  he  was  seized  by  two  of  the 
bushrangers,  disarmed,  and  on  his  resisting,  with 
the  courage  of  desperation,  their  attempt  to  bind 
his  hands  and  feet,  was  without  ceremony  pitched 
into  the  sea. 

"  That  was  wrong,"  said  Mark  Brandon,  quietly ; 
^'  never  take  life  if  you  can  avoid  it:  but  the  boat 
will  pick  him  up ;  and  after  all,  perhaps,  he  was  of 
no  great  value." 

In  the  mean  time,  the  carpenter,  who  was  a  cool 
and  determined  fellow,  with  three  of  the  crew, 
armed  themselves  with  the  capstan-bars,  resolved 
to  resist,  though  unable  to  make  out  the  reason  or 
object  of  the  sudden  attack  on  them  by  the  pilot 
and  his  followers;  but  the  bushranger,  rushing 
forward  with  four  of  his  fellows,  presented  their 
muskets ;  and  the  sailors,  taken  unawares  and  in 
amazement  at  the  suddenness  and  strangeness  of 
the  proceeding,  and  seeing,  besides,  that  resistance 
was  hopeless,  quietly  surrendered.  The  rest  of 
the  crew  were  as  easily  brought  under  subjection, 
and,'  having  been  bound  hand  and  foot,  were 
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placed  singly  in  conyenient  places  below,  and  in 
less  than  ten  minutes  the  vessel  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  marauders. 

**  Now,  my  men,**  cried  out  Mark  Brandon,  **  a 
cheer  for  liberty  T  His  associates  raised  a  wild 
hurrah,  which  conveyed  to  the  inmates  in  the 
cabin  the  information  that  the  vessel  was  over- 
powered ;  but  by  whom  or  how  was  a  mystery  I 
The  mate  put  his  head  out  of  the  stem  window, 
but  the  bushranger  was  too  well  on  his  guard 
to  permit  such  an  escape;  and,  meeting  the 
muzzles  of  two  muskets  close  to  his  fiice,  the 
emaged  officer  was  obliged  to  retreat,  though  not 
irithout  venting  his  discontent  in  a  vigorous  volley 
of  nautical  abjurations. 

Mark  Brandon  now  took  the  helm,  and,  making 
a  gesture  of  defiance  with  his  fist  at  the  still  dis- 
tant boat,  he  immediately  turned  the  vessel's  head 
back  again  towards  the  south;  and,  under  all 
die  sail  that  she  could  carry,  the  captured  brig 
loaldng  short  tacks  stood  out  to  sea. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 


inforhatiok. 


The  unfortunate  Mr.  Jeremiah  Silliman  made 
more  philosophical  reflections  during  his  rapid  evo- 
lution from  the  deck  of  the  brig  to  the  waters  of 
the  sea,  than  had  ever  occurred  to  him  in  the 
whole  of  his  previous  life.  The  first  dreadfiil 
thought  that  presented  itself  to  him  was  that  he 
could  not  swim  I  but  before  he  could  give  vent 
in  words  to  the  novel  sensations  which  assailed 
him  he  found  himself  plunged  under  the  waves, 
and  descending  beneath  them  with  a  velocity 
proportionate  to  his  specific  gravity  and  the  pre- 
cipitancy of  his  descent  As  he  felt  himself 
hurrying  down  to  those  abodes,  which  in  the 
poetical  simplicity  of  his  imagination  he  had  been 
wont  to  picture    as   the   dwelling-place  of  sea- 
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njinphs  with  green  gaoze  robes  and  coral  neck- 
laoesy  bat  which  he  now  contemplated  with 
affiigfat  as  abounding  in  enormous  crayfishes  and 
Yoracious  ground-sharks,  deeply  and  energetically 
did  he  lament  that  his  love  of  the  romantic  had 
led  him  away  fiK>m  the  peaceful  haunts  of  Cheap* 
fflde  and  Comhill  to  the  villainous  shores  of 
Botany  Bay;  and  much  did  he  marvel  at  the 
disagreeableness  of  his  reception  into  the  bosom 
of  the  land  of  his  adoption. 

Such  and  so  sad  were  the  curious  reflections 
which  were  suddenly  forced  on  him  by  the 
lUJvelty  of  his  situation;  and  still  he  went  dovm 
9ad  down,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  and  deeper  and 
deeper  still,  till  his  thoughts  became  confused^ 
and  he  felt  a  cold,  fishy  sensation,  as  if  he  had 
became  partially  transformed  into  the  semblance 
of  a  scaly  inhabitant  of  the  deep ;  gradually  his 
feelings  became  blunted;  his  last  thoughts  were  of 
the  brig  fiK>m  which  he  had  been  unceremoniously 
cast,  and  the  bright  eyes  fix>m  which  he  was  for 
ever  separated, — even  in  the  last  moment  he 
ooold  not  make  up  his  mind  which  he  preferred 
—and  then  the  dimness  of  death  came  over  him ; 
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— ^he  mentally  uttered  a  firagment  of  a  prayer, 
and  all  was  oblivion  I 

The  par^  in  the  boat,  however,  had  not  fiiiled 
to  notice  the  summerset  involuntarily  performed 
by  the  luckless  individual  in  question:  and  the 
occurrence,  indicating  that  violence  was  going  on 
in  the  brig,  confirmed  the  suspicion  to  which  the 
unaccountable  changes  in  her  course  had  given 
rise, — that  the  bushrangers  had  got  possession  of 
the  vesseL 

'^  There 's  bloody  work  going  on,  I  'm  thinking, 
on  board  that  craft,"  said  the  constable,  who  was 
sitting  with  his  &ce  towards  the  head  of  the  boat. 
^'  I  saw  one  chap  pitched  overboard  plain  enough : 
I  wonder  which  party  he  belonged  to." 

'^  Give  way,  my  men,"  cried  the  corporal,  stand- 
ing up  in  the  boat,  and  looking  through  a  glass 
with  which  he  was  provided.  ''I  can  see  the 
body,  it  has  come  to  the  surface  of  the  water ; 
it  *s  not  above  half  a  mile  fiom  us.  Give  way — 
stick  to  your  oars— and  we  shall  save  him  yet, 
whoever  he  is !" 

The  men  bent  stoutly  to  their  oars,  and  in  a 
§BW  minutes,  the  tide  being  in  their  favour,  they 
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shot  up  alongside  of  the  floating  body,  which  they 
caught  JD8t  as  it  was  sinking  for  the  last  time. 
The  lifeless  corpse  as  it  seemed,  was  quickly 
hsoled  into  the  boat,  and  a  brief  consultation  was 
held  as  to  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  its 
leooveiy. 

^Nothing  better  than  a  bit  of  salt  bee^"  sug- 
gested an  old  sailor:  ''rub  it  well  in;  I  know  it 
lecovered  a  man  off  Yarmouth — at  home — that 
had  been  in  the  water  more  than  four  hours:  the 
salty  you  see,  rouses  him  up,  if  there 's  any  life  in 
him." 

^This  IB  not  one  of  the  bushrangers,"  pro- 
mnmced  the  constable,  as  they  stripped  off  the 
dothes  fiom  the  drowned  man  in  order  to  give 
Iiim  the  benefit  of  the  salt  beef  recipe  prescribed 
by  the  old  sailor;  ''this  must  be  one  of  the 
people  of  the  yessel ;  he  looks  like  a  sailor  by  his 
dress,  but  his  hands  are  too  smooth  for  that; 
peifaaps  he 's  a  passenger." 

^  Rub  away,  my  hearties,"  niged  the  sea-doo* 
tor;  **  mb  it  into  him,  and  if  there 's  any  life  left, 
die  beef  will  fetch  it  out" 

The  body  of  the  unconscious   Jeremiah   was 
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excoriated  accordingly,  secundum  artem  (salsi 
junki),  the  boat  continuing  its  pursuit  of  the 
yessel  nevertheless,  as  the  surmises  of  the  officials 
were  confirmed  by  the  appearance  of  the  body 
which  they  had  rescued  fix>m  the  water.  At  last, 
after  a  prodigious  quantity  of  rubbing,  which 
reduced  the  person  of  the  apparently  deceased  to 
a  substance  closely  resembling  the  material  which 
was  made  use  of  as  a  flesh^brush,  signs  of  warmth 
were  observed  in  the  body,  and  presently  a  sigh 
was  ejaculated  which  indicated  returning  sensibi- 
lity. The  progress  of  the  boat  was  suspended 
for  a*few  minutes  at  this  interesting  success  of  the 
old  mariner's  surgical  operation,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  all  was  directed  to  foster  the  breath  of 
returning  life  which  the  stranger  now  exhibited 
The  result  was  speedily  favourable; — ^the  man, 
rescued  firom  death,  sat  up^  and  looked  around 
him* 

**  How  do  you  find  yourself,  my  hearty  ?"  said 
the  corporal;  '^you  have  had  a  narrow  escape." 

The  stranger  stared  at  him  unmeaningly. 

<'  Who  are  you  ?"  asked  the  constable^  anxious 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  vessel,  and  to 
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learn  some  tidings  of  the  bushrangers;  ''what's 
your  name,  and  who  are  you  ?^ 

Bat  the  intellects  of  the  poor  man  had  been 
too  moch  obfbscated  by  the  salt  water,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  subsequent  scarification  to  which 
he  had  been  subjected,  to  understand  where  he 
iras,  or  what  had  happened  to  him. 

''Can't  you  teU  us  who  you  are?"  repeated 
the  constable^  impatient  to  get  at  some  informa- 
tion for  his  guidance ;  "what  are  you  ?" 

^'A  freeman  of  London^  and  a  liveryman/' 
answered  Jeny,  his  mind  wandering  to  former 
scenes.  ^ 

^  His  wits  are  a  wool-gathering,''  said  the  con- 
stable. 

'^  It 's  the  water  that 's  swamped  'em,"  said  the 
andent  mariner;  "salt  water  grey's  poor  stuff 
at  any  time,  'spedally  without  the  rum:  and  this 
core  has  had  too  much  of  it  for  one  bout" 

**  What  are  you,  and  who  do  you  belong  to  ?* 
repeated  the  constable,  giving  the  reviving  man 
a  Utde  shake  in  his  impatience. 

"The  Chandlers'  Company,"  replied  Jerry; 
''and  so  did  my  father  before  me.    I'm  a  free- 


78  inforhation. 

man,  I  saj — and  a  liveryman ;  and  if  I  don't  shoot 
the  centre  arch  of  Battersea  bridge .  •  •  •" 

"What  company  did  he  say  he  belonged  to  ?" 
asked  the  corporal,  "  the  Chandlers'  ?  He  means 
Captain  Chandlers  I — Ask  him  what  regiment? 
And  he  said  something  about  shooting ;  I  can't 
make  it  out  at  all." 

"  It 's  not  that,"  said  the  constable ;  "  bnt  he 
seems  plucking  up  a  bit.  How  is  it  now  with 
you,  my  man?  We  have  saved  yon  from  drown- 
ing. Who  was  it  that  chucked  you  overboard 
from  the  bri^  yonder  ?  Have  the  bushrangera  got 
posfession  of  the  vessel  ?" 

The  word  "  bushrangers"  seemed  to  strike  some 
responsive  chord  in  the  bewildered  man's  memory. 

<« Bushrangers r  said  he,  "bushrangers I  Ah, 
that's  it!  The  bushrangers  have  got  me,  and 
now  I'm  done  for!" 

"  No,  no,"  said  the  corporal;  "we  are  not  bush* 
rangers:  look  at  our  red  coats;  we  are  soldiers 
going  after  the  bushrangers.  Look  here,  man, 
bushrangers  don't  keep  their  arms  bright  like 
ours.  Can't  jrou  tell  the  di£Perence  between  a 
bushranger  and    a  gentleman  in  his  Majesty's 
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service?    Look  at  oar  firelocks;  bushrangers  can't 
Aow  snch  tools  as  these  P 

Bj  d^rees,  the  recovered  Jeremiah  began  to 
imderstand  what  had  happened  to  hun,  and  the 
character  of  the  party'  who  had  saved  hun  from 
drowning.  He  was  excessively  rejoiced  at  his 
fixTtonate  escape,  and  vowed  manfully  that  if  he 
could  only  come  across  that  insinuating  rascal  of 
a  pSot,  he  would  serve  him  out  for  his  ungenteel 
bdumour.  He  narrated  all  the  events  that  had 
lu^ypened ;  how  the  chief  of  the  gang  had  intro- 
duced himself  on  board  as  a  pilot ;  the  plot  which 
be  had  schemed  to  get  his  confederates  into  the 
▼csBel;  and  the  art  with  which  he  had  contrived 
to  teosfer  the  arms  of  the  sailora  to  his  own  fol- 
lowers, under  the  pretence  of  leaving  the  crew  of 
the  brig  at  liberty  to  manage  the  vessel  in  the 
sfpioaching  encounter  with  the  boat  which  the 
major  was  made  to  believe  contained  the  runaway 
ptisoneiB  who  actually  were  on  board  all  the 
time. 

"By  Geoige !"  said  the  constable,  ''that  is  Mark 
Brandon  all  over  I  That  man  would  circumvent 
the  veiy  devil  himself  I    It 's  impossible  to  be  up 
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to  all  his  dodges !  But  what 's  to  be  done  now  ? 
The  wind's  getting  up^  and  that^s  all  in  &vour 
of  the  rascals  on  board  the  brig*  How  many  did 
you  say  there  were  with  Mark  f 

**Six  others,"  replied  Jerry.  "And  now  I 
recollect  we  all  thought  them  most  desperate- 
looking  ruffians :  but  that  Mark  Brandon,  as  you 
call  him,  is  quite  a  genteel  person ;  there  doesn't 
seem  to  be  much  harm  in  him." 

"Didn't  he  chuck  you  overboard?"  asked  the 
corporal 

"  No ;  it  was  two  other  chaps.  Mark,  as  yoa 
call  him,  was  standing  by  the  man  at  the  wheel 
with  a  cocked  musket  presented  at  his  head.^ 

"Just  like  him!"  said  one  of  the  sailors; 
"  that 's  their  way.  Somehow,  all  the  bushrangers 
take  to  the  same  ways.  When  they  attack  a  man 
they  make  him  throw  his  arms  above  his  head, 
and  then  they  stick  the  muzzle  of  a  fowling-piece, 
or  a  musket,  if  they  have  one — but  they  don't 
like  muskets,  they  are  so  heavy  to  carry  about — 
close  to  his  ear;  and  then  what  can  a  man  do? 
No  pleasant  thing,  I  can  assure  you ;  I  have  felt 
it  myself." 
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^Bot  iriiat's  to  be  done^^  repeated  the  con- 
stable; ''are  we  to  attempt  to  attack  the  bush- 
zimgerB  in  the  brig  with  this  boat?  Let  as  see; — 
how  many  are  we  ?  Four  at  the  oar — two  of  us 
coostableSy  and  the  corporal  with  his  two  men — 
that's  nine ;  and  with  the  new  comer,  ten  agdnst 
seren:  we  can  do  it  easily,  corporaL" 

"  If  we  coold  only  get  at  them  fiurly,  we  could 
^  it,"  replied  the  corporal ;  *^  but  the  odds  would 
be  against  oa  with  a  Tessel  under  sail :  they  could 
fire  <Mti  us  fix>m  the  protection  of  the  sides  of  the 
▼easel;  and  four  of  our  party  at  least  would  have 
to  use  their  oars.  There  ought  to  have  been 
more  of  us." 

''There  are  more  of  the  bushrangers,"  replied 
the  constable,  ''than  were  reckoned  on  in  camp 
to  have  made  their  escape ;  it  was  supposed  that 
only  Mark  and  two  others  had  gone  off:  but  half 
a  dozen,  with  Mark  Brandon  at  the  head  of  them, 
is  a  fiMnnidable  party — and  all  well-armed  too  T 

''There  will  be  the  nuy<Nr's  party  on  board, 
V  dus  gentleman  aays,  to  help  us ;  and,  as  the 
major  has  seen  service,  he  would  know  how  to 
second  us  if  it  came  to  a  brush." 

▼OL.  r.  o 
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Lord  bless  you  1"  replied  the  constable,  '^  jou 
don't  suppose  the  bushrangers  will  be  troubled 
with  the  crew  of  the  vessel;  bless  your  heart! 
they  '11  get  rid  of  'em  in  no  time," 

"  What,  murder  them  in  cold  blood  1" 

**Ay,  any  way:  why  their  rule  is,  never  to 
give  away  a  chance :  depend  upon  it  there 's  not 
one  of  the  crew  left  alive  at  this  moment." 

*'  What  I  nor  the  old  major  neither !"  exclaimed 
the  corporal,  his  professional  sympathies  excited 
for  the  fate  of  an  officer;  ^'will  they  kill  the 
major,  think  you  ?" 

<* Have  killed  him,"  said  the  constable;  '^tbey 
have  killed  him,  I'll  be  bound.  You're  new 
in  the  colony,  corporal,  and  don't  know  the 
ways  of  these  fellows:  they  make  short  work  of 
it  when  it  serves  their  plan  to  do  so.  Do  you 
think  they  would  keep  a  witness  alive  to  hang 
them?" 

*'But  the  young  ladies P  interposed  Jeremiah; 
"  the  poor  major's  daughters!  They  would  never 
kill  them!  They  couldn't  be  such  brutes  as  to 
kill  two  young  girls !" 

"Are  they  pretty?  — though  that  would  not 
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matter  much  with  bushrangers: — but  are  they 
pretty  r 

"Both,"  replied  Jeremiah,  "very  beautiful; 
the  elder  one  —  that 's  Helen  —  she 's  about 
eighteen;  she  is  very  handsome:  and  Louisa  — 
she 's  about  sixteen ;  she 's  very  beautiful :  I  don't 
know  which  is  the  handsomest  of  the  two ;  but 
Helen  is  the  spirited  one." 

^Then  Mark  will  take  her,  and  the  rest  will 
cast  lots  for  the  other;  so  they  will  be  saved  — 
likely.  The  spirited  gal  would  be  just  Mark's 
taste." 

**  Better  be  both  dead  than  suffer  that  fate," 
said  the  kind-hearted  Jeremiah.  "I'm  sure 
Louisa  would  die,  and  Helen  would  kill  herself, 
at  the  thoughts  of  it  I  But  I  say,  corporal,  you 
win  never  let  those  rascals  murder  and  go  on  that 
way  without  making  an  effort  to  save  them  I  I  'm 
sue  those  ill-looking  sneaking  ruffians  would 
never  fight  if  it  came  hand  to  hand." 

•*  That 's  the  difficulty,"  said  the  corporal :  « if  it 
wag  hand  to  hand  we  could  manage  them,  because 
we  could  fire  three  times  to  their  once;  besides 
our  being  steady  and  used  to  handle  our  arms." 

G  2 
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'<  There  will  be  no  fight  hand  to  hand,  or  any 
way,"  said  the  constable,  as  a  violent  blast  fix>m 
the  southward  nearly  overset  the  boat,  ^'if  it 
comes  on  to  blow,  as  it  looks  likely,  I  think  oar 
best  plan  is  to  get  under  shelter  in  some  creak 
somewhere^  for  I  think  we  are  going  to  have  a 
regular  hurricane  from  the  south  by  the  look  of 
those  clouds  rising  up  yonder  like  blocks  of  black 
wool." 

The  attention  of  all  in  the  boat  was  now 
peremptorily  directed  to  their  own  safety,  as  the 
wind  rose  and  the  storm  increased  to  fory.  The 
same  squall  was  observed  to  assail  the  brig,  now 
dimly  seen  through  the  murky  atmosphere.  In 
a  short  time  the  sky  was  enveloped  in  darknefg^  as 
the  gathering  winds  prepared  from  the  thick 
curtains  of  the  clouds  to  expend  their  rage  on  the 
agitated  waters. 
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CHAPTER  IX, 


THE  SUBOfONS. 


Makk  Bbakdon,  by  one  of  the  most  daring 
stratagems  in  the  annals  of  piracy,  had  got 
possession  of  a  vessel  admirably  adapted  for  his 
purpose,  and  the  crew,  bound  hand  and  foot,  were 
stowed  away  here  and  there  in  convenient  places; 
bat  still  he  felt  he  was  not  quite  secure;  the 
nugor  and  the  mate  were  unbound;  and,  although 
confined  in  the  cabin,  and  unable  by  themselves  to 
cope  with  seven  desperate  men,  it  was  possible  for 
them  to  be  dangerous;  and  the  bushranger  had 
too  much  experience  in  the  power  and  resources 
of  even  a  single  man  not  to  be  alive  to  the 
posnbility  of  the  escape,  and  the  successful 
fenstance  of  two  determined  spirits — the  one 
haying  at  stake  his  pride  and  reputation  as  the 
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chief  officer  of  a  ship,  and  the  other  urged  by  the 
still  more  powerful  feeling  of  a  parent  struggling 
for  the  preservation  of  the  life  and  honour  of  his 
daughters.  Filled  with  these  thoughts^  but  at- 
tending anxiously  at  the  same  time  to  the  course 
of  the  vessel,  he  turned  over  in  his  mind  a  scheme 
to  entice  the  officer  on  deck,  and  to  neutralise 
the  hostility  of  the  major.  The  increasing  storm 
favoured  his  project. 

In  the  mean  time  the  parties  in  the  cabin  were 
a  prey  to  the  most  agonising  anticipations. 

''This  takes  one  all  aback!"  said  the  mate, 
quite  confounded  by  the  unexpected  aggression 
of  the  pilot  and  his  followei^.  "  Many  a  rum  go 
have  I  been  witness  to ;  but  this  beats  all !  Who 
are  these  fellows  ?  I  never  liked  the  look  of  that 
sofb-jawing  pilot  and  his  men,  as  they  called  him. 
And  all  the  arms  are  on  deck.  This  is  what  I  call 
being  thorough  done  T 

''  I  am  afraid,"  said  the  major,  ''  that  the  case 
is  too  clear;  in  short,  we  have  been  deceived 
all  along;  and  this  sham  pilot  is  some  desperate 
man  with  his  gang  endeavouring  to  escape  from 
the  island." 
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^By  Geoige/'  said  the  mate,  slapping  tiie 
table  with  an  energy  which  at  any  other  time 
be  would  have  considered  an  unpardonable  breach 
of  good  manners  in  the  state  cabin,  and  in  the 
presence  of  ladies,  too ;  *^  that 's  it ;  and  that 
accounts  for  the  rascals  shying  the  up-passage, 
and  trying  to  get  out  of  the  channel  with  every 
tide,  and  with  every  wind  that  blew  I  That's 
it!  we're  hard  up!  and  we  shall  have  all  to  walk 
the  plank,  every  one  of  us ;  I  know  what  that 
game  is  in  the  West  Indies !  But  it 's  hard  for 
you.  Miss  Helen,  and  for  you.  Miss  Louisa:  it 
dosen't  matter  for  the  like  of  me;  it  all  goes 
in  the  day's  work,  as  sailors  say :  but  for  you—" 
and  here  the  worthy  mate  gave  the  table  a 
tremendous  thump  with  his  fist  in  the  excess 
of  his  emotion.  The  sound  was  echoed  firom 
the  outside  of  the  cabin  window  from  the  nozzle 
of  a  musket. 

^  What's  that?"  cried  out  Louisa  alarmed. 

''That's  a  summons,  Miss,"  said  the  mate. 
''Better  not  to  finghten  you,  but  I  suppose  they 
want  us  to  walk  the  plank;  not  you,  perhaps," 
he  added,  "nor  your  sister;  but  me  and  your 
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papa.    Major,"  he  said,  turning  to  their  fitther, 
**  you  don't  mean  to  give  in  without  a  stru^le  ?" 

**  What  can  we  do?"  said  the  major ;  ^  we  are 
unarmed :  better  make  terms  for  the  girls." 

'^  Better  drown  them  at  once/'  said  the  honest 
seaman,  having  before  his  eyes  the  scenes  of 
horror  which  he  had  seen  and  known  in  the  seas 
prolific  of  piracy  in  the  West  Indies;  no  use 
mincing  the  matter.  If  they  were  sisters  of  mine, 
I  know  what  I  would  do." 

Helen  calmly  rose  at  these  words:  she  first 
kissed  her  father,  and  then  her  sister,  and  then 
extending  her  hand  to  the  mate,  she  shook  it 
warmly.  Without  speaking,  her  gestures  suf- 
ficiently intimating  her  intention,  she  sought  in 
the  steward's  locker  for  a  lai^ge  table-knife:  she 
selected  one  with  a  point,  tried  its  sharpness^ 
deliberately  with  her  finger,  and  placed  it  in 
her  girdle;  she  then  resumed  her  place  by  the 
side  of  her  father. 

Louisa  observed  her  proceedings  with  trembling 
interest.  When  the  high-minded  Helen  took  her 
hand  in  her's  she  shuddered  convulsively,  and 
placing  the  other  hand  before  her  eyes,  as  if  to 
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almt  out  at  ottce  the  peril  with  which  she  was 
Aieatenedy  and  the  aqpect  of  the  Lueretiaa  death 
meditated  bj  her  sister,  she  threw  herself  into  the 
ttms  of  her  fiither.  The  major  embraced  her 
with  despairing  tenderness ;  the  tears  ran  down 
his  manly  cheeks;  and  he  lifked  up  his  head 
to  heaven  as  if  he  would  pierce  through  the 
obdurate  deck  in  his  mental  appeal  for  succour. 
But  the  action  of  the  heroic  Helen  suggested 
other  thoughts  to  the  mind  of  the  hardy  mate : — 
''Major,"  he  said,  ^Miss  Helen  shames  us 
men.  There  are  weapons  still/'  pointing  to  the 
faiife  appended  to  Helen's  side ;  ''  and  they  may 
stand  us  in  good  stead  at  a  pinch.  Let  us  do  our 
best  to  defend  the  cabin  from  an  attack  from 
without,  and  trust  to  chance  for  the  rest.  How 
the  vessel  pitches,  poor  thing!  Those  fellows 
don't  know  how  to  handle  her — and  the  wind 
blows  stronger  and  stronger  every  minute.  That 
top-gallant  mast  will  be  sprung  as  sure  as  &te,  if 
they  don't  look  alive  !  But  what  does  it  matter 
what  becomes  of  the  masts,  or  the  sails,  or  the  gear, 
or  any  thing  ?  we  shan't  live  long  to  see  the  ruin 
that's  coming  on  this  prime  little  brig  that  I've 
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brought  over  from  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  safe 
and  sound  I  Well,  it  will  be  all  the  same  a 
hundred  years  hence  I  They  are  knocking  at  the 
window  again,  as  if  they  were  determined  to  hare 
an  answer  this  time." 

A  voice  was  at  this  moment  heard : — 

«  Below  there  P 

'^Ay,  ay,"  said  the  mate^  answering  with 
professional  promptitude.  **  What  the  devil  do 
you  want  with  us?"  he  added^  raising  his  voice; 
"  can't  you  let  us  be  quiet  ?** 

'*  The  captain  wants  to  speak  with  the  major." 

**  And  who  the  devil 's  the  captain  ?" 

^<  Mark  Brandon." 

''And  who  is  Mark  Brandon?  One  of  the 
rascally  convicts,  I  suppose,  escaped  from  gaol  ?" 

''He  will  soon  let  you  know  who  he  is  if 
you  give  us  any  of  your  sauce.  Look  out  of  your 
stern  windows  at  the  sea  beneath  you;  plenty 
of  ground  sharks  at  the  bottom ; — do  you  under- 
stand that  r 

''Major,"  said  another  voice  from  the  top  of 
the  companion-ladder,  which  they  instantly  re- 
cognised as  Mark    Brandon's,  "the  ship  is  in 
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cbnger,  and  yoa  and  your  daughters  will  be 
lost  if  sometliing  is  not  done  for  the  management 
oftheyesseU' 

*' Ah,  ha  r  cried  the  mate,  <'  it  is  come  to  that, 
isitr 

*  If  we  let  you  fifee  will  you  pledge  your  word 
of  honour  not  to  make  any  attempt  against  us  ? 
Yoa  are  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman ;  and  I  know  if 
yoQ  pledge  your  honour  you  will  keep  your  word.'' 

^  Do  it,"  whispered  the  mate,  '*  if  you  do  make 
a  promise  with  such  rascals,  you  need  not  keep  it." 

**  And  my  daughters,'*  asked  the  major,  '*  what 
do  you  say  of  them?" 

**If  you  can  trust  to  my  word,"  replied  Mark 
Brandon,  ^they  shall  remain  in  this  cabin,  and 
be  respected.  Our  only  object  is  to  leave  the 
colony,  and  regain  our  liberty:  that  done,  we 
hare  no  desire  to  do  violence  to  any  one.  But 
you  must  decide  quickly." 

*^  Don't  let  him  come  in,  papa,"  said  Louisa. 

^Trust  him,"  said  Helen;  *^we  are  in  his 
power;  and  if  there  is  a  spark  of  generosity  in 
the  man  it  can  be  kindled  into  goodness  only  by 
confidence:  trust  him." 
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The  major  hesitated;  the  danger  was  iomuK 
nent :  on  the  one  side  was  certain  death  in  case 
of  unavailing  resistance ;  on  the  other,  the  posai* 
bility  of  good  treatment  if  the  leader  o£  the 
bushrangers  were  not  thwarted  in  his  object. 
Besides,  there  was  hope  in  procrastination : — 
''Perhaps  after  all,"  he  said  to  the  mate,  ''the 
only  object  of  these  men  is  to  effect  their  escape ; 
and  it  is  quite  clear  that  they  cannot  navigate  the 
vessel  by  themselves.  We  must  bend  to  circum- 
stances. Pacifying  measures  are  always  the  best 
for  the  weaker  party.  Will  you  promise  to  do  no 
violence  to  the  mate  ?"  he  asked  of  the  bushranger. 

"  I  promise  not  to  take  his  life,"  replied  Mark 
Brandon  through  the  door. 

"  Shall  we  trust  him,"  said  the  major  to  his 
officer,  "or  shall  we  sell  our  lives  dearly  ?" 

"  I  don't  see  how  we  are  to  help  ourselves," 
replied  the  mate ;  ''  and  it  will  be  something  to 
save  the  vessel,  for  vrith  the  wind  that  is  raging 
outside,  these  fellows  will  never  be  able  to  keep 
her  off  the  land." 

"What  is  the  alternative  if  we  refuse?"  asked 
the  major,  still  hesitating. 
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''Death!"  rej^ed  the  bashranger:  <<it  is  our 
lives  <»r  jours ;  we  do  not  want  to  take  yonis,  nor 
to  hann  you  nnnecessaril j ;  but  if  it  must  be  one 
or  the  other,  yoa  cannot  expect  us  to  sacrifice 
onr  own*    My  object  is  to  save  the  vesseL" 

''He's  right  in  that,  at  any  rate,"  said  the 
mate;  ''that's  the  first  thing  to  be  looked  to; 
for  if  the  vessel  goes  down  we  all  go  down  with 
her— that's  certain.  Take  him  at  his  word, 
major;  we  can  do  no  better:  'and  needs  must,' 
88  the  sayii^  is, '  when  the  Devil  drives.' " 

"  I  pcomise,"  said  the  major. 

"  I  cannot  pay  you  a  higher  compliment  than 
to  trust  to  your  honour,  major,"  said  Mark 
Brandon,  undoing  the  barricading  of  the  door,  at 
the  entrance  of  which  he  appeared  with  two  of 
his  men  with  their  muskets  cocked  and  levelled 
at  the  parties  within.  Louisa  screamed,  and 
Hden  put  her  hand  on  her  weapon.  ^  Now,  sir, 
if  you  please,  you  may  come  out." 

EBs  daughters  clung  to  him  instinctively,  but 
Helen  presently  loosened  her  grasp ;  Louisa,  how- 
ever, would  not  relax  her  hold,  but  be^ed  and 
prayed  him,  with  the  wildest  grief,  to  remain  to 
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protect  them.  The  mate,  anxioas  to  get  on  deck 
to  take  a  survey  of  matters  on  board,  passed  up 
the  ladder,  and  was  instantly  seized  by  four  of 
the  conspirators,  who  in  a  moment  bound  him 
hand  and  foot,  and  placed  him  by  the  wheel. 

^'  If  your  father  prefers  remaining  below,"  said 
Mark  Brandon,  courteously,  to  Helen,  '*he  is 
quite  at  liber^  to  do  so;  at  the  same  time  he 
may  come  on  deck  when  he  pleases :  but  as  the 
waves  are  high,  and  as  we  have  shipped  several 
seas  already,  I  think  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to 
you  to  close  the  hatchway;"  and  so  saying  he 
closed  the  door,  and  turned  his  attention  to  the 
prostrate  mate,  who,  with  a  storm  of  oaths  out- 
rivalling  in  ferocity  even  the  fierceness  of  the 
increasing  storm,  was  curing  the  bushranger  and 
his  gang: — 

'*  You  precious  infernal  rascal ! — this  was  your 
promise,  was  it  ?  I  thought  you  said  you  would 
do  me  no  harm  T* 

*^  And  I  have  done  you  no  harm,"  replied  the 
bushranger.  ^*  I  promised  not  to  take  your  life, 
and  I  will  keep  my  promise.  But  I  did  not 
promise  not  to  bind  you,  to  keep  you  firom  doing 
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hann  to  jounelf  and  to  othera.  And  now,  my 
fiiend,  what  do  you  say  ?  will  yoa  help  us  to  save 
the  vessel^  or  shall  it  be  a  short  prayer  and 
a  bng  plunge  to  see  what  the  sharks  will  say 
to  your 

^Do  what  you  like,  you  rascaUy,  lying,  lubberly 
sneak— do  what  you  like ;  1 11  do  nothing  for  you 
with  my  hands  bound  this  way.  You  and  your 
▼Olainous  gang  may  go  to  the  bottom,  and  your 
souls  to  —  that  is,  if  your  fiiend  there  will  take 
you  in;  but  two  of  a  trade,  they  say,  never 
agree — so  there  must  be  some  place  made  on 
purpose  to  hold  such  a  rascal  as  you !  I  only 
wish  I  had  my  hands  free,  and  a  marline  spike  in 
one  of  them — ^you  should  not  be  grinning  at  me 
in  that  cool  way." 

^  Well,  my  fiiend,"  replied  Mark,  ^  there 's  no 
time  to  lose;  you  must  make  up  your  mind  at 
ODce.  Roger  and  Dick,**  he  said  to  two  of  his 
men,  ^  put  your  muskets  to  his  head."  The  men 
obeyed  promptly. 

"  What  do  you  say  now  7* 

** I  won't; — while  my  hands  are  bound  I'll  do 
nothing." 
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Cock  your  mnskets/'  said  their  leader  to  his 
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There  are  few  things  more  disagreeable  than 
the  click  of  the  lock  of  a  musket,  when  the 
muzzle  of  it  is  placed  close  to  your  head  by  a 
hostile  party ;  but  the  mate  was  firm. 
"Are  you  ready r  said  Mark. 
^  Yes,"  said  the  men,  with  their  fingers  on  the 
triggers. 

"  What  do  you  say  now  ?  in  one  moment  yon 
will  have  the  contents  of  those  pieces  through 
your  iMraans.** 

**  Fire  away,*  said  the  mate. 
**  Stay,"  said  Mark  Brandon. 
Knowing  well  the  habitual  horror  which  sailon 
have  of  drowning  and  of  sharks,  and  their  super- 
stitious dread  of  remaining  unburied  after  death, 
he  thought  he  would  try  another  method. 

**  The  sh<»te8t  way,**  he  said,  "will  be  to  throw 
him  overboard.  Take  him  up  and  heave  him 
over  the  tafiraU,  and  then  there  will  be  an  end. 
Now,  my  men — one,  two,  three.—  Have  you 
nothing  to  say  to  stop  them,"  he  said  to  the  mate, 
who,  with  hands  and  legs  tied  and  bound  tighdy 
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together,  was  atteriy  incapable  of  the  slightest 
jedstance — ''have  yoa  nothing  to  say  to  stop 
tliem?* 

At  this  moment  a  tremendous  sea  stmck  the 
litde  barky  and  the  maia-top-mast,  with  a  crash, 
came  rattling  down,  encambering  the  deck  with 
its  rains.  The  mate  and  his  executioners  were 
oeariy  washed  oyerboard;  but  high  above  the  din 
and  the  roar  of  the  elements  the  mate's  voice  was 
now  heard: — 

**  Unbind  me,'^  he  cried  out,  **  and  I  promise 
to  save  the  ship.  Tou  will  all  be  lost,  and  this 
tight  little  brig,  that  I  have  brought  so  far,  will 
go  down  with  you  all." 

^You  will  promise,  then,  not  to  make  any 
attempt  to  regain  the  vessel,"  said  Mark  Brandon, 
preserving  his  coolness  in  the  midst  of  the  con- 
fbsion  around  him. 

^  I  will  promise  anything,"  said  the  mate,  *^  only 
let  me  save  the  vessel.  There's  another  sea 
coming!  Starboard  the  helm,  or  it  will  be 
upon  us." 

A  monstrous  sea  burst  over  them,  doing  fresh 
damage^  and  adding  to  the  confusion  and  danger. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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Mark  Brandon,  seeing  that  the  case  was  desperate, 
and  tmsting  to  the  instinct  of  the  seaman  to  aban- 
don all  other  thoughts  than  that  of  saving  the 
tessel,  at  once  cat  the  cords  which  tied  him,  and 
the  mate,  starting  to  his  legs,  immediately  rushed 
to  the  wheel  and  assumed  the  command  of  the 
iressei* 
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CHAPTER  X. 


THE  ITOML 

The  stonn  raged ;  and  the  shattered  ship,  pitching 
and  reeling  under  the  influence  of  the  roaring 
innd  and  raging  sea,  was  driven  with  desperate 
speed  towards  a  projecting  promontory  on  the 
western  side  of  the  channel.  The  voice  of  the 
stordj  mate  was  heard  above  the  shrieking  of  the 
tempest,  but  in  vain ;  the  terrified  followers  of  the 
bushranger,  unused  to  wage  war  with  the  elements, 
were  utteriy  useless  in  the  extremity.  It  was  in 
vam  that  their  leader  exerted  himself  with  almost 
preternatural  energy,  and  endeavoured  to  rouse 
the  exertions  of  his  men :  they  were  not  sailors ; 
and  they  had  neither  the  bravery  to  dare,  nor  the 
skin  to  execute,  the  feats  of  seamanship  which 
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tured  to  raise  his  head   aboye  the  companion 
ladder. 

A  washing  of  the  waves  drove  him  qnicUyback, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  deluged  the  cabin.  By 
taking  advantage  of  a  lull,  he  again  essayed  to 
emerge  from  his  place  of  security,  and  to  his 
amazement  beheld  his  vessel  apparently  in  the 
possession  of  his  own  people,  and  his  officer  at  the 
wheel,  issuing  his  commands  as  usual,  for  the 
management  of  the  ship.  He  quickly  joined  him, 
though  it  was  with  difficulty  he  was  enabled  to 
make  good  his  footing. 

*^  What  chance  is  there,"  he  asked,  '<of  saving 
the  vessel?'' 

'^Yery  little;  you  see  we  are  a  mere'  wreck; 
there  *8  scarcely  a  rag  of  sail  lefl :  we  are  driving 
before  the  wind  on  that  point  of  land  that  yoa 
may  see  yonder  through  the  haze.  Our  only 
chance  is  getting  a  soft  berth  to  bump  on ;  bat 
that  chance  is  very  small,  for  most  of  this  coast 
seems  rocky.  It  won't  be  long,  however,  before 
we  shall  know  our  fate.  These  rascally  lubbevs 
of  bushrangers  have  done  for  the  poor  brig* 
Serve  'em  right,  for  pretending  to  know  how  to 
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take  care  of  a  vessel  they  knew  nothing  aboat. 
More  fools  they  for  binding  with  fetters  those  who 
might  have  saved  them :  and  now  they  see  what 
they've  got  by  it," 

^  Had  I  not  better  prepare  the  girls  for  what  is 
to  happen  ?"  said  the  major^  his  mind  borne  down 
for  the  moment  by  the  extent  of  his  disaster ;  his 
gallant  vessel  lost»  his  property  presently  to  be 
Bcatteied  to  the  wave^  and  his  children's  lives  and 
his  own  in  imminent  peril  I 

^I  hardly  know  what  is  best  to  be  done," 
replied  the  sturdy  seaman,  almost  subdued  by  the 
danger  of  the  ship,  and  the  thought  of  the  women : 
^but  better  let  'em  stay  below  till  the  shock 
comes;  they  couldn't  hold  on  here.'' 

"Could  the  boat  be  of  any  use?"  asked  the 
migor,  in  a  sort  of  despair. 

**  It  was  washed  overboard  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
ago.  But  look  at  the  raging  sea  around  us  I  Do 
yon  think  a  boat  could  live  in  such  a  sea  as  that  ? 
If  our  own  vessel — ^poor  thing  I — ^wasn't  as  good  a 
sea*boat  as  ever  swam,  it  never  would  live  in  such 
a  whirlpool  as  it 's  in  now  I  I  wonder  what  has 
become  of  the  boat  thatwe  saw  coming,  before  the 
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wind  caught  us: — gone  to  the  bottom,  I  fear, 
long  ago  I" 

**  And  the  people  in  that  boat,  perhape,  were 
our  deliverers,"  said  the  major.  ''Good  God! 
that  land  seems  fearfully  close !  Is  there  no  way 
to  save  ourselves?" 

"  Look  out  for  a  soft  place,"  replied  the  mate, 
with  a  grim  smile,  for  he  knew  ftdl  well  that  the 
death-struggle  of  the  gallant  little  ship  was  at 
hand.  "  The  sea  refuses  to  keep  us,  so  we  must 
needs  trust  to  the  land ;  though  I  must  say  it 
doesn't  look  very  smiling  at  us." 

As  he  spoke,  the  impetuous  winds  seemed  to 
gather  up  their  strength  for  a  final  effort  to  horl 
the  devoted  ship  on  the  expectant  rocks ;  but  at 
this  moment  the  watchful  mate,  as  cool  in  the 
moment  of  danger  as  if  the  vessel  was  within 
view  of  the  windmUl  at  Gravesend,  caught  sight 
of  a  break  in  the  cliff,  forming  a  little  creek  or 
armlet  of  the  sea:  with  a  vigorous  hand  he 
directed  the  ship's  course  to  the  opening,  and  in 
another  minute,  by  an  instantaneous  and  seem- 
ingly miraculous  change,  the  shattered  brig,  with 
a  sudden  turn,  found  itself  floating  on  the  smooth 
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smrfine  of  a  litde  bay  sheltered  from  the  wind  and 
die  waves.  The  vessel  glided  slowly  towards  a 
gnssy  bankj  and^  gently  touching  it,  remained 
rtationaiy. 

For  a  brief  space  every  man  on  board  held  his 
breath  with  joy  and  suiprise  at  an  escape  from 
tlie  horrors  of  shipwreck  which  stmck  them  as 
something  sapematoral  I  But  presently  the  con* 
Kumsoess  of  the  unsafe  position  of  either  party 
called  into  fresh  activity  the  energies  of  both  to 
guard  against  the  aggression  of  each  other;  and, 
before  the  major  had  time  to  congratulate  his 
daoghters  on  the  extraordinary  preservation  of 
the  brig,  the  bushranger  summoned  hb  men  to 
his  nde,  and  assumed  an  offensive  attitude,  while 
die  seamen,  hastily  clutching  at  any  materials 
wilhm  their  reach  which  might  serve  for  weapons, 
gathered  together  in  a  body,  and  stood  in  defiance 
of  the  threatening  muskets  of  their  opponents, 
and,  with  the  stem  determination  of  revenge 
depicted  on  their  worn  and  hardy  countenances, 
turned  their  eyes  to  their  officer  for  directions  in 
the  new  emergency. 
At  this  moment  a  column  of  thick  smoke,  as  if 
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from  damp  wood  newly  fired,  was  observed  to  riae 
from  the  other  side  of  a  low  hill  bare  of  trees. 
Mark  Brandon  seemed  struck  with  a  sudden 
thought  at  this  indication  of  other  parties  being 
near  at  hand*  In  his  own  mind  he  feared  that 
the  fire  had  been  kindled  by  the  people  in  the 
boat,  who^  he  felt  sure,  were  in  pursuit  of  himself 
and  his  companions.  Aware  that  if  his  con- 
jecture was  right  the  reports  of  fire-arms  would 
quickly  bring  his  enemies  upon  him,  he  stood 
before  his  men,  and  repressing  their  preparation 
to  fire  by  a  gesture  of  his  arm,  he  directed  his 
voice  to  the  major,  who  was  standing  on  one 
side,  restrained  by  his  promise  fi:om  taking 
part  in  the  threatened  conflict,  and  fiUedwith 
hope  that  the  result  would  be  favourable,  even 
against  the  superior  weapons  of  the  bushrangers, 
to  the  injured  party. 

^'  Major,"  said  Mark  Brandon,  in  the  clear,  oool, 
and  articulate  voice  for  which  he  was  so  remark- 
able, ^*  I  see  that  you  can  keep  your  promise  like 
a  soldier  and  a  man  of  honour ;  and  you  shall  see 
that  I  will  keep  mine.  Do  you  see  that  smoke 
yonder?    That  smoke  proceeds  fiK>m  the  body  of 
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Datires  on  the  coast — ^tbe  most  numerooB  and  the 
most  savi^  of  all  the  mobs  on  the  ulandl  If  we 
weaken  our  fiuroe  by  fighting  with  each  other  we 
dull  become  an  easy  prey  to  them." 

*^  Gammon !"  said  the  mate. 

"I  do  not  wish  to  be  devoured  by  those 
wretches,"  replied  the  bushranger,  without  being 
in  the  slightest  degree  moved  by  the  contemp- 
tDOQS  expression  of  the  mate :  **  nor  do  I  suppose 
the  major  there  would  like  to  see  his  daughters 
torn  limb  firom  limb^  and  chucked  on  that  fire 
that  the  black  devils  have  kindled  yonder,  and 
eaten  before  his  &ce*^ 

*^  Gammon !"  repeated  the  mate. 

^  That  would  be  a  fate,"  continued  Mark,  '^  too 
dreadful  to  contemplate.  And  therefore,  I  say, 
let  us  forget  for  a  while  our  own  quarrel,  and  join 
together  to  resist  the  attack  of  the  natives." 

**  But  we  are  not  sure  that  they  are  natives," 
replied  the  major. 

'*  Suppose  it  is  the  party  that  we  saw  in  the 
boat  coming  after  us  "  said  the  mate — '*  the  party 
that  you  persuaded  us  were  bushrangers  or 
pirates,  or  whatever  you  may  like  to  call  them ; 
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then,  you  know,  there  would  be  no  danger  from 
them.  I  propose  that  two  of  ns — ^that  ia,  one 
from  each  side,  should  go  and  find  out ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  we  will  agree  to  a  truce  till  our 
messengers  come  bacL" 

*'  Agreed  I"  said  Mark.  ^  I  will  go  for  one  on 
my  sidej  and  you  for  one  on  the  other." 

«I  can't  help  thmking,"  said  the  mate  to  the 
major,  in  a  whisper,  *'  that  he  is  hatching  some 
mischief  or  other;  but  he  will  find  me  wide 
awake." 

While  the  mate  communicated  this  suspicion  to 
his  commander,  Mark  Brandon  gaye  some  direc- 
tions to  his  followers;  and  then  the  bushranger 
and  the  officer  set  out  together,  each  keeping  a 
wary  watch  on  the  other  to  prevent  surprise  or 
treachery. 
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CHAPTEE  XL 

THE  BUSHRANOBR's  GENBBOUS  CONFmSNGE  IN  THE 

HATE. 

Mask  Brandon  had  a  very  disagreeable  suspicion 
that  the  smoke  which  had  been  observed  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hill,  proceeded  from  the  party  in 
poBoit,  who  had  taken  advantage  of  one  of  the 

little  creeks  or  inlets  with  which  that  part  of  the 
coast  abonnded,  to  shelter  themselves  from  the 
stonxL 

The  fire  was  not  likely  to  have  been  kindled  by 
oadves;  for,  so  fiur  as  their  haunts  were  known, 
they  were  not  in  the  habit  of  making  that  part  of 
the  island  the  place  of  their  temporary  habitation, 
as  firom  its  exposure  to  the  cold  and  boisterous 
winds  of  the  south,  and  from  the  greater  part  of 
its  surface  being  scrub  and  rock,  kangaroos  were 
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scarce,  and  opossums  by  no  means  plentiful; 
neither  was  tiie  gum  which  forms  so  large  a  part 
of  the  food  of  the  natives,  to  be  found  there  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  make  it  an  eligible  place  of 
encampment,  as  the  mimosa,  from  which  it  is 
obtained,  does  not  thrive  in  bleak  and  exposed 
situations. 

The  chance  in  his  favour  of  its  being  the  natives 
who  had  lighted  that  fire,  Mark  Brandon  felt  was 
so  small,  that  nothing  but  his  own  eager  desire 
that  it  might  be  so,  could  prompt  him  to  cherish 
the  hope.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  was  the  pazly 
in  pursuit  who  had  landed,  then  indeed  his  por- 
tion was  most  critical  and  dangerous.  There  was 
the  vessel  lying  in  a  basin  firom  which  it  was 
impossible  to  extricate  it  against  a  contniy  wind; 
the  present  storm,  which  still  raged,  might  last» 
perhi^  for  some  days;  and  the  sailors  who  com- 
posed the  crew  were  at  liberty,  and  prepared  to 
resist  msj  new  aggression  to  the  death. 

It  was  true  that  his  own  men  were  in  possession 
of  all  the  firenums^  which  gave  them  a  decided 
superiority;  but  still  the  struggle  would  be  a 
doubtfiil  one;  and  the  reports  of  the  muskets 
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the  QOBteatf  would  be  8ure  to  gire  ihformar 
tioD  to  tbose  in  pamiit  of  him  and  his  followe^^ 
ahoold  it  turn  out  as  he  feared,  that  the  smoke 
wfaieh  had  beea  ob8er?ed»  proceeded  firom  a  fire 
made  by  the  par^  in  the  boat ;  and  it  was  not  to 
be  sappoeed  that  they  woold  neglect  to  keep  a 
good  lo(^-ont  in  the  direction  where  the  vessel 
might  be  expected  to  be  visiUe. 

The  bushraDger  rerolved  all  these  thoughts  in 
his  mindf  and  in  Tain  sought  for  a  way  oat  of  his 
difficulty:  for  once,  his  ingenui^  was  at  feult; 
he  could  devise  no  plan  of  escape ;  he  found  him- 
self in  a  "  dead  fix."  But  still,  while  there  was 
life  there  was  hope;  and  he  thought  that  if  he 
could  get  rid  of  the  sturdy  mate  who  strode  by  his 
ade,  and  who,  he  observed,  kept  a  dose  watch  on 
him,  he  might  have  a  better  chance  of  succeeding 
in  any  ulterior  operations. 

The  bushranger  carried  a  double-banel  fowling 
piece,  strong  in  the  stock,  and  the  mate  had  in  his 
hand  a  drawn  ship's-cutlas.  Mark  measured  the 
distance  with  Us  eye  which  separated  the  butt- 
end  of  his  piece  firom  the  back  of  the  mate's  head; 
he  calrulated  that  he  might  swing  the  fowling- 
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piece  round  by  a  quick  and  vigorous  moyement, 
and,  without  noise,  rid  himself  of  lus  inconvenient 
companion  by  a  single  blow.  With  his  accustomed 
caution,  his  hands  mechanically  foUowing  out  the 
thought  which  had  su^ested  itself,  he  thought  it 
right  to  remove  the  risk  of  the  piece  dischaiging 
itself  fix>m  the  shock.  He  stopped,  therefore,  for 
a  moment' on  the  precipitous  hill  which  they  were 
descending,  and,  opening  the  pans  of  the  locks, 
shook  out  the  primings  and  let  down  the  hammers. 

**  What  do  you  do  that  for  ?"  asked  the  mate, 
surprised  at  the  proceeding ;  ^*  is  that  the  way  to 
be  ready  for  the  natives  ?  Why,  they  may  be  on 
us  before  you  have  time  to  prime  again." 

''  This  is  rather  an  awkward  place  to  scramble 
down,"  replied  Mark,  with  an  air  of  polite  concern, 
and  pointing  to  the  gulf  below  them ;  ''you  see, 
if  I  was  to  chance  to  have  a  tumble,  my  piece 
might  go  off  and  lodge  its  lead  where  it  was  not 
intended  to  go — ^in  my  body,  or,  perhaps,  in  yours, 
friend." 

''Humph!"  sud  the  mate,  ejaculating  a  sea- 
grunt,  which  at  the  same  time  served  as  a  vent  to 
his  own  feelings,  and  conveyed  to  his  companion 


OOKFIDENCE  IN  THB  MATE.  113 

the  intimation  that  he  was  not  to  be  gammoned 
bj  Mark's  blarney  aboot  bis  excessive  care  for  the 
mate's  Taluable  person; — ^^be  means  something 
now^  bj  that  move,"  he  said  to  himself;  ''bat 
whatever  it  is  he's  up  to  he'U  find  me  wide 
awake." 

Shall  I  shoot  him,  thought  Brandon : — ^no ;  the 
report  of  the  pieee  would  be  heard  bj  both  parties 
--by  the  vessel's  people^  and  by  the  soldiers ;  it 
must  be  done  some  other  way ;  but  he  keeps  out 
of  my  reach,  aa  if  he  suspected  the  trick: — I  must 
tiy  another  game. 

By  this  time  they  had  descended  into  a  deep 
and  narrow  galley:  looking  up,  they  saw  before 
them  a  sharp  and  abrupt  hill  to  climbs  inter- 
spersed here  and  there  with  low  shrubs  and  irre- 
golar  masses  of  pointed  rocks  and  stones.  The 
boduanger  guessed  at  once  the  sort  of  country 
they  bad  lighted  on,  which  was  a  succession  of 
abrupt  stony  hills  like  the  huge  waves  of  a  sea 
suddenly  petrified  into  solidity:  an  exceedingly 
difficult  country  to  make  progress  in,  either  on 
horseback  or  on  foot,  for  while  the  actual  distance 
gained  in  a  straight  line,  as  the  bird  flies,  is  very 

VOL.   L  I 
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small^  the  length  of  ground  gone  oyer  id  very 
great,  and  very  fetiguing  from  the  continual  up 
and  down  movement,  and  from  the  annoying 
obstructions  of  the  cutting  fragments  of  sharp 
rock  and  loose  stones  met  with  at  every  step. 

As  they  mounted  the  hill^  therefore,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  the  worthy  seaman  found  the 
process  of  making  way  on  shore,  with  his  own 
legs,  a  much  more  laborious  operation  than  making 
way  on  the  water  with  sails  and  oars ;  and  although 
he  took  advantage  of  his  nautical  experience,  and 
made  short  tacks  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  of  the 
hill,  as  he  would  have  done  against  a  contrary  wind 
at  sea,  the  work  soon  became  too  hard  for  him. 

**  1  say,  mate,"  he  said  to  the  bushranger,  '^  this 
is  going  dead  against  a  wind  with  a  vengeance ! 
now  it's  rattling  down  stream  and  then  it's  up 
against  tide,  and  whichever  way  it  is  it  doesn't 
seem  the  better  for  my  legs  I — I  tell  you  what  it 
is,  I  must  come  to  an  anchor,  and  that 's  the  long 
and  the  short  of  it :"  and  saying  this,  he  plumped 
himself  down  on  the  softest  stone  he  could  find  con- 
venient, and  proceeded  to  swab  himself  with  much 
diligence. 
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''Luck 's  with  me,  after  all^"  thought  Mark^  as 
he  received  this  gladsome  communicatioii  from  the 
sulor,  and  saw  him  in  an  attitude  of  utter  exhaus- 
tion from  his  exertions  in  the  unusual  exercise  of 
wdking  on  land ;  "  luck 's  with  me  after  all !  and 
now  is  the  time  to  disarm  my  very  clever  and  very 
cautious  friend  of  all  suspicion  by  a  false  con- 
fidence,  and  then  he  is  mine  to  do  what  I  please 
with — at  least  so  &r  as  one  point  goes  :^ 

^'Friend,''  he  said  to  the  mate,  ''I  see  I  was 

wrong  to  propose  that  you  should  go  with  me  ;  I 

ought  to  have  remembered  that  you  were  more 

used  to  make  your  way  up  the  shrouds  of  a  ship 

than  the  sides  of  such  hUls  as  these ; — ^but  I  am 

tised  to  them.     However,  we  will  not  lose  our 

object;  I  must  see  how  many  natives  there  are 

yonder ;  come  now ;  we  have  had  a  bout  I  allow ; 

but  we  are  comrades  in  this  venture :  if  I  could 

tmst  to  your  honour  not  to  take  advantage  of  my 

confidence,  I  would  try  to  have  a  look  at  the  black 

rascals  alone — ^but  you  must  be  ready  to  stand 

by  me.'* 
'^  1 11  stand  by  you,  if  that 's  all,"  said  the  mate ; 

i2 
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^'bat  what  do  you  want  me  to  do  with  your  ^  con- 
fidence' and  your  *  blarney  ?'  ** 

^^  There,"  said  the  bushranger,  placing  hia 
fowling«piece  in  the  hands  of  the  astonished  mate ; 
'<  there 's  no  blarney  in  that ;  now,  if  you  could  be 
dishonourable,  and  treacherous»  and  a  rascal — 
which  I  know  you  cannot — ^you  have  me  at  your 
mercy." 

^^  What  the  devil  do  you  mean  by  this  7*  said 
the  honest  seaman,  completely  overpowered  by  an 
act  which  placed  the  bushranger,  seemingly,  com* 
pletely  in  his  power. 

*^  What  I  mean  is  this ;  we  are  now  all  bound 
up  together ;  unless  we  stand  by  one  another  we 
shall  never  be  able  to  resist  the  attack  of  two  or 
three  hundred  natives,  for  they  have  learned  the 
way  of  shooting  with  lighted  arrows,  and  they 
never  show  any  mercy  to  white  people: — and 
the  food  they  are  fondest  of  above  everything  is 
human  flesh/ 

«  The  black  viUamsr 

'^  And  I  don't  suppose  you  have  any  particular 
desire  to  form  one  of  the  principal  dishes  at  their 
supper  to-night?" 
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*"  That  would  be  no  joke  T 

''Now  I  will  tell  you  what  to  do;  for  I  shall 
kIj  on  your  courage  and  coohiess,  which  I  am 
rare  I  can  do  as  surely  as  on  your  honour — ^for  my 
owD  life  as  well  as  your  own  and  the  lives  of  the 
major  and  his  daughtera  depend  on  our  activity.'' 

**  Well,  what  do  you  want  me  to  do  ?* 

''You  must  remain  here  without  moving,  and 
especiaUy  without  making  the  least  noise  till  I 
letom." 

*' And  how  long  shall  you  be  away  ?" 

^  We  shall  see :  I  will  get  as  near  to  the  natives 
as  I  can  on  my  hands  and  knees,  and  try  to  find 
out  what  they  are  doing.  If  they  are  going  away, 
we  have  only  to  lie  dose  and  wait  for  their 
departure.  But  if  they  are  waiting  for  the  wreck 
of  the  vessel,  I  must  find  out  their  numbers,  and 
then  we  must  prepare  for  the  worst." 

*'Well — ^let  them  come;  I  don't  much  mind 
them;  only  let  me  be  on  board  the  brig,  and  then 
we  will  astonish  them,  perhaps,  with  something 
they  don't  expect" 

^  But  if  they  discover  me,  I  shall  have  to  make 
a  nm  of  it;  and  in  that  case  I  must  depend  on 
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finding  you  here,  and  then  we  must  fight  our  way 
back  to  the  ship  as  well  as  we  can." 

'^  Welly  T  'm  your  man  as  fitr  as  the  fighting 
goes ;  but  as  to  making  a  run  of  it,  that 's  out  of 
my  line." 

'*  Then,  I  trust  I  may  depend  on  you,*'  added 
the  bushranger;  '^that  you  will  neither  move 
nor  make  the  least  noise  to  betray  yourself  till  I 
return." 

"Never  fear,"  replied  the  mate;  "I  never 
betrayed  any  man  yet,  and  never  will ;  you  have 
placed  confidence  in  me,  by  giving  me  your  gun : 
let  you  be  bushranger  or  what  not,  you  are  safe 
with  me  as  long  as  the  bargain  lasts — as  long  as 
the  bargain  lasts,  mind,  no  longer." 

^'  Good,"  replied  the  bushranger;  ^^and  now  I 
go  on  my  errand ;"  and  mounting  the  hill  with  a 
vigorous  step  he  passed  over  the  top  and  presently 
disappeared  firom  view.  , 

*'  And  now,"  thought  Mark  Brandon,  as  he  sat 
down  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  behind  a  low  shrub^ 
and  examined  the  charge  and  priming  of  the 
pistols  which  he  carried, — "what's  to  be  done 
nextl     I    have  secured  the  mate:    if  he    had 
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insisted  on  going  on  instead  of  being  so  well 
incIiDed  to  sit  still,  it  would  have  been  im- 
posBible  to  prevent  him  fix>m  discovering  that 
instead  of  the  smoke  proceeding  from  a  party 
of  natives  eager  to  devour  us,  it  has  been  lighted, 
as  I  strongly  suspect,  by  the  vety  par^  sent  to 
aanst  the  vessel,  and  to  capture  me  and  my  com- 
panions! Bat,  luckily,  he  is  knocked  up;  I 
thought  his  sea  legs  would  never  carry  him  ficr 
over  these  hills.^Now  my  game  is  clear  before 
me;  I  must  keep  the  major  and  his  people  close, 
and  especially  thb  troublesome  fellow  of  a  mate, 
bj  making  them  believe  that  the  natives  are 
coining  down  on  them  every  minute; — that  will 
keep  them  qmet. — Shall  I  get  rid  of  the  whole 
k>t?  I  might  do  it  perhaps ;  but  there  would  be 
too  much  murder  in  it ;  and  besides,  I  fear  I  could 
never  get  the  vessel  out  of  that  basin  and  through 
the  narrow  openings  which  is  not  much  wider 
than  to  allow  it  to  pass  through,  without  the 
assistance  of  the  mate  and  his  sailors ;  my  fellows 
oonld  never  do  it.  And  that  vessel  is  my  only 
chance  of  escape  from  wretchedness  and  bondage ! 
^To  be  sure  I  might  take  to  the  bush,  for  we 
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have  plenty  of  armB,  and  we  might  contrive  to 
make  a  plant  of  provisions  and  necessaries.  But 
what  is  the  nse  of  wandering  about  in  the  bosh  ? 
Of  all  lives  that  is  the  most  wretched  t  To  be 
exposed  to  betrayal  from  one  another  every  day 
and  every  hour,  waking  or  sleeping ! — No«-that 
existence  is  not  worth  having,— -Or  to  be  alone- 
exposed  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  terrible  solitude 
of  the  bush,  with  every  man^s  hand  agunst  youy 
without  friend  or  companion. — No— that  is  a  life 
of  melancholy  madness  I  The  brig — the  brig's 
the  thing  I  At  all  hasards,  and  cost  -whst  lives  it 
may,  she  must  be  secured  I  But  first  I  must 
assure  myself  to  a  certainty  from  what  source  that 
suspicious  smoke  proceeds." 

With  such  thoughts  half  muttered,  and  taking 
advantage  of  all  the  inequalities  of  the  ground 
which  would  enable  him  to  see  without  being 
seen,  the  bushranger  proceeded  rapidly,  but 
on  his  stealthy  way. 


DANCnia   **THB  FOI.KA.  Ul 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

HB.  anj.TMAN  DAKCU  ^THB  POLKA"  WITH  ▲ 

KAJfQABOOb 

SvAKBUKB  and  with  tortaous  wmdings,  keeping 
a  sharp  look-out  in  his  hasardous  course,  and 
itoppiug  from  time  to  time  to  catch  any  sound 
tbat  might  betray  his  proximity  to  his  enemies^ 
the  bufihranger  edged  hia  way  to  the  top  of  a  shel- 
tered hdght,  from  which  he  could  command  a 
▼lev  of  the  yalley  below. 

At  a  g^ce,  he  found  his  suspicions  confirmed ; 
he  distinguished  the  red  ooats  of  the  soldiers,  and 
the  peculiar  dress  and  air  of  the  constables.  He 
counted  nine;  and  in  one  of  them  he  had  no 
difficolty  in  recognising  the  hated  person  of  one 
of  the  most  active  and  intelligent  officers  of  the 
colony,  well  known  for  his  activity  and  courage, 
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and  one  usually  selected  by  the  government 
authorities  for  the  pursuit  of  runaway  convicts  in 
the  bush*  Mark  knew  him  well,  for  on  more  than 
one  occasion  he  had  come  into  personal  collision 
with  him :  and  he  ground  his  teetb^  and  clatched 
the  shrub  by  which  he  was  holdings  as  he  looked 
down  at  his  old  enemy,  who,  like  a  pertinacious 
bloodhound,  was  on  his  track. 

The  party  sat  listlessly  about  the  fire,  and 
seemed,  as  he  thought,  to  be  waiting  for  informa- 
tion to  be  brought  by  some  scout,  for  they  fre- 
quently looked  in  the  direction  of  the  south ;  but 
the  storm  which  still  raged  violently,  although  it 
had  ceased  to  rain,  was  a  sufficient  reason  why  they 
should  remain  under  shelter  for  a  time ;  and  the 
bushranger  judged  that  as  they  would  be  too 
prudent  to  divide  their  strength,  they  would 
remain  where  they  were  till  the  lulling  of  the 
waters  should  allow  them  to  put  to  sea  in  their 
boat.  He  descended  from  his  post  of  observation 
and  set  out  on  his  return  to  the  spot  where  he  had 

left  the  mate. 
He  saw  at  once  that  the  game  to  be  played  was 

to  delay  any  outbreak  on  board  till  the  pursuing 
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paitf ,  miasing  the  vessel,  and  supposing  it  to  have 
escaped  to  sea,  shoald  retorn  home  and  report 
thdr  failure ;  bat  this  was  a  difficult  task  to  ac« 
oontpIiBh.  The  fears  of  the  major  for  the  safety 
of  his  daughters,  and  the  determination  of  the 
mate  and  of  the  incensed  sailors  to  resist  farther 
Tiolenoe,  were  fiurly  aroused;  and  he  felt  that 
anything  to  be  done  could  be  effected  only  by  the 
ouwt  consummate  address  and  stratagem. 

The  first  thing,  however,  was  to  make  the  major 
and  his  crew  believe  that  the  natives  were  likely 
to  be  on  them  in  force,  and  so  to  induce  them,  for 
the  sake  of  the  common  safety,  to  act  together, 
and  to  postpone  their  hostile  intentions  of  reta- 
liation till  a  safe  opportunity.  In  this  scheme 
aoeident  favoured  the  bushranger  in  a  way  that  he 
least  expected. 

The  romantic  Mr.  SiUiman  found  his  spirit  con- 
aderably  damped  by  the  supplemental  wetting 
which  he  got  in  the  boat  before  it  was  sheltered 
from  the  broken  seas,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
channel,  but  it  was  with  a  tolerably  heroic  air  that 
lie  stepped  on  shore,  and  placed  his  foot  on  the 
land  of  his  adoption.    The  novelty  of  his  sensa- 
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tions  excited  him  to  deliver  his  sentiments  to  the 
company  on  the  occasion^  and  he  was  about  to 
hail  the  hind  of  Van  Diemen  in  a  short  and  neat 
speech,  and  had  lifted  ap  his  leg^  in  his  enthufioasmi 
to  assist  his  arm  in  an  appropriate  flooriah,  when 
he  was  hailed  by  the  constable : — 

''Hold  hard,  sir!— don't  put  your  foot  down 
yet:  keep  still;  and  keep  your  leg  up;  hold  it 
up  a  little  longer. — ^Therel  it's  going  quiedy 
away  now." 

''What  is  it?"  exclaimed  the  alarmed  Jeremiah, 
with  his  arms  outstretched,  and  with  one  foot  in 
the  air,  in  an  attitude  which,  however  becoming  it 
might  be  in  assistiag  a  sudden  burst  of  oratoiy, 
was  both  embarrassing  and  ludicrous  when  con- 
tinued beyond  its  appropriate  purpose ; — ^what  is 
it?  what^s  the  matter?" 

"Only  a  black  snake,"  said  the  constable, 
quietly ;  "  I  thoaght  it  would  have  been  at  you, 
for  you  are  standing  right  in  the  way  of  its  padi, 
and  a  bite  from  a  black  snake  is  an  ugly  affidr,  I 
can  tell  you." 

"  A  man  of  ours  was  bit  by  one  of  those  ugly 
reptiles,"  said  the  corporal,  "  up  at  Sidney,  in  the 
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bosh  there;  and  in  a  few  hours  his  body  was  aa 
Uadb  as  your  hat,  and  so  gone  that  you  could 
scarce  distinguish  his  features.  They're  nasty 
creatures  those  black  snakes!  the  diamond  ones 
thej  say  are  as  bad,  but  at  any  rate  they  are  not 
80  bad-looking.  Take  care»  sir,  where  you  sit," 
be  added  to  Mr.  Silliman,  who  was  about  to  seat 
bimaelf  on  a  low  piece  of  stone  conyenient  for  the 
purpose;  '< those  stones  are  sometimes  fiill  of 
aeorpiotts." 

^ScQfjnonar'  cried  out  Jerry,  who  had  an 
QDspeakaUe  horror  of  that  mysterious  reptile 
which  he  had  nerer  seen  except  in  a  botde  of 
spirits,  and  of  whose  poweis  and  venomous  dis^ 
postioD  he  had  the  greatest  dread:  ''are  there 
sompions  in  this  countiy  V* 

^  Lots !  Ton  can  hardly  sit  down  in  the  bush 
without  getting  into  the  midst  of  them.  Just  pull 
np  that  8t(me  and  you  ^1  soon  see  if  you  have 
lasted  on  a  femily.'' 

With  the  assistance  of  a  stake  which  was  near 
lum,  Jeny  presently  upheaved  the  block  of  stone 
on  which  he  had  unwaringly  seated  himself,  and, 
to  his  infiuite  dismay,  beheld  some  scores  of  those 
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lively  indigenes  of  the  country,  whO|  considerably 
isturbed  by  the  unceremonious  uplifting  of  their 
habitation,  scudded  to  and  fro  with  their  abomin- 
able tails  curled  over  their  backs,  and  eyeing  their 
enemy,  as  Jerry  thought,  most  viciously. 

**  Upon  my  word,  this  is  a  nice  party  to  come 
among,  and  a  pleasant  reception  do  I  have  in 
this  new  country !  I  think  I  had  better  move 
&rther  off.'' 

'^They  are  nasty  disagreeable  things  those 
scorpions,"  said  the  constable,  ''in  the  bush  espe- 
cially; and  it's  wonderful  what  quantities  there 
are  of  them  in  this  country ;  but  they  are  seldom 
large,  at  least  those  that  I  have  seen;  I  never  saw 
one  bigger  than  a  good-sized  bluebottle,  and  I 
never  heard  of  their  doing  any  body  any  harm, 
except  stinging  them  a  little.  They  *re  not  near 
so  bad  as  the  tarantula  spiders;  those  creatures 
really  are  ugly  beasts,  and  venomous  too.** 

''How  big  are  theyP*  asked  Jerry,  by  no 
means  gratified  at  this  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  the  Paradise  which  he  had  promised  to 
himself:  "  anything  like  the  spiders  at  home  ?" 

"  Lord  love  you  I     Spiders  at  home !  why^  the 
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qudetB  at  home  are  nothing  to  the  spiders  here ; 
the  tarantula  is  something  like  a  spider !  There," 
sud  the  constable,  spreading  out  the  fingers  of  his 
brawny  hand  on  a  bit  of  ground  bare  of  grass — 
"  There,  suppose  a  greenish  body  as  big  as  a  chestF- 
nut,  with  hairy  legs  reaching  out  as  far  as  my 
fingerd — that 's  a  tarantula  spider !" 

*^  How  very  disgusting  I  And  pray  what  do  the 
creatures  live  on  ?" 

^  Oh  I  all  sorts  of  insects ; — they  do  say  that  they 
will  sometunes  catch  small  birds :  but  I  can't  say 
I  ever  saw  them  do  it.  You  generally  find  them 
living  two  together  like  man  and  wife,  under  a 
stone^  where  they  make  themselves  a  chamber; 
and  they  grow  monstrous  big  sometimes.  I  have 
cyften  seen  them  on  the  blue  gum  trees,  so  I  suppose 
they  find  food  on  them  to  their  liking.  It's  a 
remarkable  fact,"  continued  the  constable,  who 
was  fond  of  showing  his  knowledge  of  colonial 
customs  and  productions,  *^  that  the  tarantula 
spider  will  always  drop  on  your  &ce  if  it  has  the 
epportonity ;  I  have  often  thought  why  it  was,  but 
I  never  could  make  out  the  reason ;  may  be  the 
^hite  man's  bet  resembles  some  surface  where 
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they  catch  their  food;  some  think  that  it's  the 
motion  of  the  eyelashes  that  attracts  them;  bat 
whatever  it  may  be,  they  do  it,  that 's  all  I  know. 
I  declare — if  there  isn't  one  of  them  just  above 
your  head,  on  that  dead  branch,  just  agoing  to 
make  a  drop  on  you  T 

As  he  spoke  one  of  the  spiders  so  described  and 
vituperized,  as  if  in  retaliation  of  the  abuse  which 
had  been  so  copiously  lavished  on  its  species,  and 
invited  perhaps  by  the  temptation  of  the  broad 
round  cheeks  of  Mr.  Silliman,  who  was  lying  on 
his  back  in  a  position  of  luxurious  repose,  dropped 
slap  on  his  face,  and  embracing  it  with  its  long 
haiiy  legs  presented  an  admirable  specimen  for 
the  cabinet  of  a  naturalist.  But  the  thoughts  of 
the  terrified  Jeremiah  were  by  no  means  inclined 
to  take  that  scientific  direction.  On  the  contrary, 
he  roared  out  most  lustily,  as  he  hastily  brushed 
the  creature  fiom  his  face,  and  regained  his  legs 
with  almost  unexampled  activity. 

In  truth,  the  afflicted  Jerry  was  almost  at  his 
wits'  end  with  his  succession  of  misadventures; 
he  had  been  chucked  into  the  sea;  rubbed  into 
life  again  by  the  medium  of  salt-junk ;  assailed  by 
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snakes;  in&sted  with  scorpions;  and  now  was 
pitched  on  by  an  ngly  tarantnia  for  his  feeding- 
ground  I 

''What's  coining  nextP'  he  cried  oat,  ''I  can 
neither  sit,  nor  stand,  nor  Iie»  but  something 
Attacks  me !    I  shall  be  driven  out  of  the  island  T 

''I  have  observed  that  before,''  said  the  consta- 
ble ;  ^  those  spiders  have  a  fimcy  to  drop  on  the 
&ce ;  I  suppose  it  resembles  something  they  are 
nsed  to  feed  on." 

''Much  obliged  to  you,"  said  Jerry,  as  he  pin- 
ned a  pointed  stick  through  the  bloated  body  of 
the  spider,  whose  size  and  ugly  appearance  fully 
answered  the  description  of  the  constable ;  ''  but 
in  thank  you  not  to  make  a  meal  of  any  part  of 
my  precious  features.  Ill  put  an  end  to  your 
fim  at  any  rate,"  he  continued,  smashing  his 
enemy  up  with  the  stick;  ''and  now,"  he  ejacu- 
lated disconsolately,  "  what  to  do  I  don't  know  I 
for  stand  or  At  where  I  wiD,  it  seems  I  am  sure  to 
pot  my  foot  in  some  mess  or  other.  "  Would 
there  be  any  harm,"  he  asked,  "in  taking  a  look 
over  that  hill  yonder?    Any  natives  about  here  ?" 

"  Oh !  there  are  no  natives  on  this  side  of  the 
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idand/'  said  die  constable;  '^tbey  Eke  to  be 
vliere  there  are  plenty  of  tiees  for  the  opoeamiiB 
and  grass  for  the  kangaroos.  Tou  can  take  m  spdl 
over  the  hill  if  yon  like ;  go  stra^ht  on  and  keep 
us  in  sight; — ^there  's  no  fear  of  the  natives  so  &r 
down  as  this,  they  seldom  come  to  the  coast  at 
this  end ;  but  don't  go  far  away,  or  yon  may  lose 
yourself;  a  stranger  soon  loses  himself  in  die 
bush  in  this  ooantiy.* 

"  Who  will  go  with  me  ?**  asked  Jeiry ;  but  the 
men  were  ezhaosted  with  pulling  at  the  oar,  and 
no  one  was  inclined  to  accompany  him;  the  ad- 
venturoos  Jerry  therefore  was  obliged  to  go  alone. 
^I  shall  know  my  way  back/'  he  said,  ^by  the 
smoke  of  our  fire ;"  and  so  saying,  he  ascended 
die  hill  to  get  a  view  of  the  coontry,  and  was 
disappointed  to  find  that  he  could  see  nothing  bat 
another  hill  before  him. 

He  descended,  however,  to  the  bottom,  and 
found  himself  in  a  deep  gulley  or  cleft  between 
the  hills.  He  had  already  received  considerable 
alarm  fixim  a  horrible-looking  ammal  poldng  his 
nose  out  at  him  fitim  a  thicket:  the  animal  was 
quite  black,  of  the  siase  of  a  litde  pig,  rough  and  of 
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fBKoaam  sepectf  popalarly  known  in  the  colony  bj 
Aft  came  of  a  ^  devil,^  diat  being  the  most  apptxv- 
piiate  appellation  which  could  be  hit  on  in  a  hurrf 
te  convey  the  combined  idea  of  its  sayageness  and 
ugliness. 

In  trying  to  avoid  it,  Jerry  stumbled  over  a 
irombflty  a  creature  shont  as  big  as  a  badger,  and 
conflideied  good  eating  by  the  natives.  The  cry  of 
terror  which  he  uttered  seared  them  both  away, 
bat  he  began  to  repent  him  of  his  adventurous 
expedition. 

Winding  his  way  to  the  right,  he  came  to  an 
cpen  space  of  green  grass  clear  of  brush  and 
stones,  aitd  to  his  inexpressible  delight  beheld  a 
living  specimen  of  the  animal  whose  likeness  he 
had  often  gazed  on  in  books  with  wonder  and 
•dnnratton, — a  real,  live  kangaroo  1 

It  happened  that  on  this  occasion  he  had  fallen 
in  with  a  male  of  the  largest  species,  known 
pspolarlyin  the  colony  as  a  '^Boomah."  The 
animal  stood  nearly  six  feet  high  on  his  haunches, 
and  was  feeding  with  much  reHsh  on  the  young 
iweet  grass.  As  it  hopped  leisurely  and  lazily  to 
a  fresh  place,  Jerry  had  the  opportunity  of  ad- 
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miring  the  length  and  thickness  of  its  immense 
tail  which  protruded  in  a  straight  line  from 
behind,  forming  a  triangle  with  its  two  legs,  and 
affording  a  firm  support  to  its  body  as  it  sat 
upright. 

Struck  with  the  size  and  beauty  of  the  crea- 
ture, the  enterprising  Jerry  was  seized  with  an 
irresistible  desire  to  appropriate  the  magnificent 
piece  of  venison  to  himself;  and  having  read  that 
the  kangaroo  is  a  timorous  beast,  he  thought  he 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  becoming  master  of 
its  person,  if  he  could  only  get  dose  enough  to 
the  animal  to  give  it  a  knock  on  the  head.  Ebd 
he  been  near  enough  to  observe  the  principal 
claw  on  the  kangaroo's  hind  legs,  about  five 
inches  long,  as  hard  as  an  iron  spike  and  tolerably 
sharp  at  the  point,  he  might  have  paused  in  his 
valorous  design ;  but  as  this  weapon  of  offence 
and  defence  was  unknown  to  him,  he  had  no  idea 
that  there  could  be  any  danger  in  a  personal 
encounter  with  a  kangaroo. 

Armed  with  a  stout  stick,  therefore,  he  advanced^ 
slowly  and  cautiously,  endeavouring  to  reach  the 
animal  fix)m  behind  in  order  not  to  give  it  the 
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alann,  and  calculating  that  one  smart  blow  on  the 
head  would  stun  the  creature,  ao  as  to  render  it 
an  easy  prey.  In  this  way  he  approached  within 
ten  yards  of  the  boomah,  when  suddenly  raising 
its  head  from  the  grass  the  creature  turned  round 
and  sat  up  on  its  haunches,  gazing  on  Jerry  as  it 
seemed  with  not  less  curiosity  than  Jerry  gaced 
on  the  kangaroo. 

Whether  it  was  that  it  mistook  the  adventurous 
cockney  for  one  of  its  own  species,  or  that  it  was 
desirous  on  its  own  part  to  investigate  the  new 
qwcimen  in  natural  history  which  Jerry's  person 
presented,  the  creature  was  apparently  desirous  to 
make  acquaintance  with  the  strange  animal,  and 
making  a  little  hop  it  alighted  dose  to  its  new 
fiiend. 

Astonished  at  this  unexpected  fiuniliarity,  and 
catching  sight  of  the  middle  daws  of  his  hind 
legs  as  the  kangaroo  made  his  fraternal  approach, 
Jenymade  a  corresponding  hop  backwards. 

Confirmed  in  his  opinion  of  relationship  by  the 
dexterity  with  which  Jerry  executed  this  move- 
ment, the  boomah  wagged  his  great  tail  and  made 
another  advance,  which  was  met  with  a 
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movemciil  backwavd^  on  the  part  oi  ieirj,  md  m 
thk  waj  they  peiformed  a  circle  round  the  green 
pnsFd^  moek  to  the  auMueioeDt,  it  19  to  be  pre« 
Munedy  of  tbe  kaoprooy  but  by  no  means  satis* 
fwtoffily  to  Jenj. 

Far  from  being  gratified  with  the  perfonnaoce 
of  this  ^  Kangaroo^  Polka,  he  was,  on  the  eae^ 
traxj,  very  angry  to  find  himself  cfaass^ed  in  ao 
peremptcHcy  a  maimer.  Watching  his  opportnmfy, 
therefoEe,  he  ndaed  his  stick  and  dealt  his  partner 
a  Mow  on  the  head  whicfa  made  the  kangaroo 
shake  it  with  visiUe  dissatiafaetion ;  bot  inccaflcd 
it  seemed  to  meet  with  so  uograeioua  a  retmrn  ftr 
hit  acts  of  comtesy,  the  hnge  boomah  made  a 
bound  to  Jerry,  and  embracing  him  with  his  fixe 
paws  was  about  to  apply  his  terrible  claw  in  die 
way  in  which  those  animala  rip  up  in  a  moment 
the  strongest  doga^  when  Jeny  set  op  so  fearfid  a 
cry,  that  tbe  creature,  after  making  a  few  bopa 
with  him  in  Ua  paws^  let  him  go  with  affi^^it; 
and  Jeny^ nc^oiced  to  be  releasedfirom  the  formid- 
able hi^  of  hia  new  finend^  without  looking 
behind  him,  and  eaLpeclLug  every  mottent  to  StA 
tbe  kangaxoof^a  gnat  toe  at  hb  bad^  msked  down 
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the  hill  and  tambled  over  head  and  heels  to  the 
bottom. 

Opening  his  mouth  to  give  vent  to  a  great 
breath,  and  his  eyes  to  look  aboat  him,  he  sud- 
denly found  the  barrel  of  a  horse-pistol  thrust 
into  the  former,  and  vrhh  the  latter  he  beheld,  to 
his  horror  and  amazement,  the  features  of  the 
bushranger !  who^  not  less  surprised  to  behold  the 
man  vrho  had  been  tossed  overboard,  but  more 
praetised  id  concealing  his  emotions,  intimated  to 
Mr.  SiDiman  in  a  cahn,  distinct  voice,  vrhose  tones 
woe  suitable  to  the  politest  and  most  agreeable 
aonoimcement  :«- 

*'If  yoa  move  or  make  the  least  noise,  1 11  Uow 
your  bndns  oat  r 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 


AN  EXTEUPORB  NATIVE. 


Whatever  inclination  the  unfortunate  Jeny 
might  have  had  to  indulge  in  exclamation  or 
remonstrance  v^as  effectually  checked  by  the  proxi- 
mity of  the  horse-pistol ;  nor  could  he  fail  to 
observe  that  it  was  on  the  full-cock^,  and  that  the 
finger  of  the  bushranger  was  on  the  trigger  I 

If  the  reflections  which  he  hastily  made  during 
bis  transit  from  the  deck  of  the  brig  were  grave, 
those  that  he  made  on  the  present  occasion  were 
of  a  cast  still  more  serious^  inasmuch  as  the 
danger  was  greater  and  more  imminent ;  for  he 
felt  that  the  slightest  movement  or  shock,  either 
on  his  own  part  or  on  that  of  his  enemy,  would 
cause  the  contents  of  the  pistol  to  be  discharged 
into  the  innermost  recesses  of  his  brain. 
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He  took  especial  care,  therefore,  to  keep  per- 
fectly stSl,  with  his  eyes  wide  open  and  fixed  in 
extended  horror  on  the  bushranger,  but  mentally 
TowiDg,  with  all  his  might,  that  if  ever  it  should 
be  his  infinite  good  fortune  again  to  get  within 
soand  of  the  bells  in  Cheapside,  he  would  take 
most  particular  care  to  keep  within  hearing  of 
tbem  for  ever  afterwards  I 

''Hold  up  your  arms,"  said  the  bushranger, 
after  he  had  contemplated  for  a  brief  space  the 
excessive  terror  of  his  victim. 

Jerry  held  up  his  arms. 

''K  I  take  the  pistol  firom  your  mouth  will  you 
promise  to  be  quiet  ?* 

Jeny  made  the  best  sign  he  could  to  signify 
Us  entire  concurrence  with  that  proposition. 

''Be  still  then,*^  said  the  bushranger,  "while  I 
emptj  your  pockets." 

The  operation  was  completed  to  the  bush- 
rsDger's  satisfaction,  but  nothing  appeared  to  cause 
porticulaT  observation. 

"Now,''  said  Mark,  who  had  suddenly  con- 
ceived what  he  thought  a  novel  and  bright  idea, 
"strip!" 
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^<  Str^  l*^  said  Jerry ;  **  what,  take  my  clothes 

*^  Ally"  said  the  buahranger. 

^'  I  shall  be  sq  odd,"  Jeny  ventured  to  remon- 
strate. 

'^Stnpr'  repeated  the  biwhranger,  re-codung 
thepistoL 

Jerry  looked  behind  him,  and  befiore  him,  and 
around  him;  but  there  was  no  hdp  nigh;  he 
was  entirely  in  the  bushrangier's  power. — He  took 
off  his  blue  jacket;  and  then  his  waistcoat;  and 
then  he  paused 

<«  Breeches  next,"  said  Mark,  with  a  fierce 
air. 

**  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  me?"  said 
Jerry,  in  a  lamentable  tone;  for  he  began  to 
apprehend  that  the  bushianger  had  a  design  to 
turn  him  naked  into  the  busily  and  visiona  of 
snakes,  and  acorpions^  and  tarantula  q^era  rose 
oefiaehiml 

«  Off  with  them  1" 

<a  shaU  be  bit  to  death,"  said  Jmy. 

**  Quick,"  said  the  bushranger,  pmiaiting  the 
pistol. 
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^WeUyjoo  needn't  be  in  sodi  ahnny;  there 
— ^I  suppose  that  witt  do  now.* 

"  SUM^iD^s  and  shoes  off." 

''Bat  my  feet  will  be  eot  to  pieces  on  th^se 
lionid  rodw;  md  I  Aatt  cateh  cold.  Gracious 
kaven  1  was  crer  man  so  treated  before  ?  There 
— ^I  hope  that  'a  all,''  said  poor  Jerry,  as  his  shirt 
iotteied  in  die  breeze. 

'^For  the  pteient;  now  pack  op  yoar  dodies 
in  a  bnndUe." 

Jerry  did  as  he  was  bid. 

**  Now  march  on  to  that  litde  pool  of  watei  that 
joa  see  yonder  J* 

What,  in  the  name  of  all  that 's  eztraordinaxy, 
is  the  nail  gmag  to  do  with  me  ?  thought  Jerry, 
as  he  mandied  on  before  with  his  bundle,  with  the 
bosfamiger  behind,  hia  eternal  pistol  toncfaii^  hia 
back  oecasionally,  aa  if  to  remind  him  to  be  oo 
In  good  behanonn  They  fiMmd,  as  the  bush- 
ranger  expedtd,  a  particniar  aort  of  bladi  amd^ 
lAadk  he  eonnderad  would  be  well  smted  to  liia 
pmpoae;  on  kia  way  he  had  ^ntked  i^  several 
jaeces  of  soft  red  ochre^  which  he  placed  to  aoak 
ai  the  edge  of  die  pooL 
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What's  the  meaning  of  all  this?  thought  Jeny; 
is  the  bushranger  a  madman  after  all  ? 

''  You  see  that  ,nice  black  mud,"  said  Mark. 

*'  Yes,  I  see  it,"  said  Jerry. 

'*  Now  let  me  see  how  soon  you  can  make  a 
native  of  yourself;  you  will  smear  yourself  all 
over  with  that  paint;  and  be  quick  about  it;  for 
I  am  rather  in  a  hurry,  and  if  I  can't  finish  the 
business  this  way,"  he  added,  ^*  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  finish  it  in  another,"  tapping  the  barrel  of  his 
pistol  with  his  finger. 

''  This  is  downright  brutality  to  make  me  dirty 
myself  all  over  in  that  way !  Heavens  I  what  a 
figure  I  am  making  myself!" 

^'You  mistake,"  sud  the  bushranger,  sarcasd* 
cally,  and  with  a  Mephistophelian  smile ;  *'  unen- 
cumbered and  undisguised  with  artificial  vestments 
you  have  now  recovered  the  natural  dignify  of 
man ;  and,  by  plastering  your  body  all  over  with 
that.mud,  you  will  defend  it  firom  the  attack^  of 
numerous  insects  which  would  otherwise  annoy 
you.  Stay,  I  will  just  finish  you  up  a  bit,  and 
then  I  think  you  will  do." 
Saying  this,  he  hastily  made  him  a  wig  of  long 
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gnsB,  which  he  stuck  on  his  head,  and  availing 
himself  of  the  red  ochre,  which  was  now  in  the 
condition  of  a  convenient  pigment,  he  flourished 
two  round  red  patches  on  either  cheek,  and  made 
snncby  daubs  with  it  on  Jerry's  chest  and  legs. 

^' And  now/'  he  said,  ''jou  look  really  like  a 
child  of  nature,  and  the  natives  themselves  would 
take  you  for  a  brother;  there  is  only  one  other 
litde  thing  to  do;  excuse  me,  but  it  must  be 
done,  because,  you  are  aware,  we  never  give  away 
a  chance; — ^yes — I  must  gag  you,  I  must  indeed ; 
but  I  won't  hurt  you,  if  you  will  be  quiet. 
There,  that  will  do  nicely,  and  now  you  may 
come  along  and  finish  the  next  part  of  your 
peifiNrmanoe." 

The  bushranger  looked  about,  and  presently, 
spying  what  he  wanted,  he  cut  firom  the  other 
aide  of  the  pool  three  long  slender  sticks  resem- 
bling the  spears  of  the  natives,  which  he  placed 
in  Jerrfs  hands,  and  desired  him  to  shake  them 
menacingly  when  he  gave  directions,  threatening 
him  with  instant  death  if  he  disobeyed  his  injunc- 
tions in  the  slightest  point.  In  this  way  he  led 
him  by  a  convenient  route,  carefully  avoiding  the 
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place  where  be  had  left  the  mate,  to  a  spot  ia 
▼iew  of  the  vessel,  where  he  deeired  hini  to 
remaJB,  for  the  greater  eeecffity,  binding  hk 
haods  together;  and  then  he  sought  the  mate  witli 
all  expedition,  and  led  him  back  to  the  ^eesel. 

"  Well,**  said  the  mate,  ^  what  have  you  seen  ? 
any  natives  ?" 

'<  Three  hundred  at  the  very  least ;  the  most 
ferocious  mob  I  ever  set  eyes  on !  They  are 
aware,  I  am  sare,  that  the  Teasel  has  been 
driven  into  the  bay  yonder,  and  that  we  are  few 
in  number,  for  ^e  women  are  preparing  their 
weapons,  and  the  men  are  dancing  their  war- 
dance  ;  we  shall  have  them  down  upon  us  before 
night.  We  must  lose  no  time  in  regaining  the 
hng  and  putting  her  in  a  state  of  defence.'' 

''The  devill  Then  \9e  must  make  a  fight  of 
it.  What's  that?"  said  the  seaman,  after  they 
had  proceeded  some  distance,  when  he  tiuned 
round  to  see  what  was  in  his  wake;  '^ what's 
that  ?"  pointing  to  the  spot  i^Hbeie  the  bushranger 
had  left  Jerry,  who  had  now  become  visible. 

*^  That 's  one  of  their  scoots ;  (hey  have  sent 
hun  <Hi9 1  have  no  doubt,  to  watdi  us ;  but  I  'tt  be 
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Ixxmd  they  sre  placed  all  round  m,  only  their 
bodies  hfiag  bladc^  yon  can*t  ifisfinginsh  ihem 
fixnn  iDB  chsrred  stumps  oT  the  trees. 

*  Are  those  spears  that  he  has  got  in  his  hands, 
thakii^  Ihatiray?" 

''  Yes;  spears  curiously  lipped  ^th  riiarp  pieces 
of  flint;  they  can  hurl  them  to  a  great  distance, 
flod  when  the  natives  are  in  imnribers  they  become 
fennidaUe  weapons,  to  say  nothing  of  their  wad- 
&8  and  thrir  womeras." 

"Waddles!    What  are  they  r 

^'They  are  short  thick  clubs  about  Ibor.^t 
long,  made  of  hard  wood,  with  which  they  batter 
IB  your  skull  by  repeated  blows ;  but  the  womera 
IB  the  worst  weapon/* 

**  What's  a  womera r 

^^It  's  a  SCTDi-cireular  piece  of  hard  wood  shaped 
m  the  ftnn  of  an  elongated  crescent,  with  a  sharp 
edge  inade;  the  natives  have  the  knack  of  throw- 
ing it  with  a  peculiar  ski^t  of  hand  difficult  to 
be  dcBcribed,  and  they  can  bring  down  with  it  an 
ena  or  a  kangaroo,  or  a  man  in  their  fights ;  and 
Ae  cuiiosity  of  Ae  weapon  is,  ifait  if  it  misses 
the  olqect  at  wUdi  it  is  cast,  its  revolving  motion 
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in  the  air  causes  it  to  return  to  the  same  spot 
nearly  from  whence  it  was  thrown.  I  have  stood 
by  a  Sydney  native  who  has  hurled  it  at  an  angle 
of  about  forty-five  degrees  almost  out  of  sight, 
and  I  have  had  to  jump  aside  pretty  quickly  to 
avoid  being  struck  with  it  on  its  return  to  the 
spot  it  was  thrown  from." 

^  Very  curious,  indeed !  but  here 's  the  vessel^ 
thank  Heaven  I  And  now  we  will  put  her  in 
fighting  trim.  If  we  must  have  a  bout  with  these 
natives,  we  '11  teach  'em  a  thing  or  two  before  we 
have  done  with  'em." 

Expectation  was  eager  on  board  to  hear  the 
information  of  the  explorers,  but  the  sight  of  the 
supposed  native  had  so  taken  possession  of  the 
mate's  mind,  and  he  was  so  full  of  his  plans  for 
the  coming  fight,  that  he  relieved  the  bushranger 
of  all  trouble  to  coin  more  lies  to  deceive  the 
major  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  as  to  the  hostile 
intentions  of  the  savages.  And  the  ship's  glaai 
having  been  directed  to  the  spot  in  the  distance 
where  Jerry  had  been  judiciously  posted  by  Mark 
Brandon  to  serve  as  a  conspicuous  object  to 
corroborate  his  story  of  the  natives,  they  beheld 
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tint  nmeb-abiised  indmdoai  in  all  the  glory  of 
black  mad  and  red  ochre,  performixig  the  part  of  a 
nadfe  to  thebodiraiigei's  admiration,  andbrandish- 
iog  his  speaiB  and  stamping  about  in  the  cold  with 
avigoiir  and  a  ferodtj  of  manner  calculated  to 
iaapiie  awe  in  the  beholders ! 

But  there  was  one  thing  which  Mark,  astute  as 
he  was,  had  overlooked  in  his  proceedings.  He 
had  forgotten  that  in  the  same  way  that  the 
pexsou  of  Jerry  disguised  as  a  natire  was  visible 
to  those  on  boards  so  was  die  brig  visible  to  Jerry. 
Indeed^  no  sooner  did  Jerry  catch  aght  of  the 
vessel  in  the  bay  than  he  almost  jumped  out  of 
lus  skin  in  the  excess  of  his  delight,  and  in  his 
endeavour  to  give  intimation  to  those  on  board  of 
his  own  identity ;  but  as  he  did  not  know  how 
near  the  dreaded  bushranger  might  be  to  him,  he 
was  afraid  for  a  long  time  to  move  from  his 
pmtion.  But  he  endeavoured  to  make  up  for 
that  aelMenial  by  the.  most  firan^  antics  and 
gestures^  which  served  only  to  ccmfirm  those  on 
board  the  vessd,  who  were  watching  him  through 
the  ship's  glafls,  in  their  opboi^m  of  the  ferocious 

VOL.  I.  L 
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aad  cannibalistic  intentions  of  him  and  his  blood- 
thirsty companions. 

Mark  Brandon,  however,  was  presently  struck 
with  the  fault  which  he  had  committed  in  making 
known  to  Jerry  the  tact  of  the  safety  and  of  the 
position  of  the  vesseL  He  announced,  therefore, 
to  those  on  board,  who  were  industriously  putting 
the  brig  in  a  state  of  defence,  that  he  would  go 
on  shore  again  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  fiirther 
information  of  the  movements  of  the  natives,  an 
o£fer  which  was  highly  applauded  by  the  mate, 
and  cordially  approved  by  the  major,  who  were 
almost  led  to  forget  the  bushranger's  duplicity  and 
violence  in  his  laudable  anxiety  to  preserve  the 
women  from  the  threatened  attack.  Besides,  the 
honest  mate's  heart  had  been  quite  won  by  the 
bushranger's  confidence  in  placing  his  gun  in  his 
hands : — 

*'  Let  by-gones  be  by-gones,"  he  said ;  "  after 
all,  it  was  natural  for  the  man  to  wish  to  escape 
from  the  country  where  he  was  a  convict  and  a 
slave ;  and  if  he  is  ready  now  to  stand  by  us,  and 
fight  against  the  natives  Uke  an  honest  man,  why 
his  help  is  as  good  as  another's." 
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It  was  not  withoat  some  anxiety,  however,  that 
Mack  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  spot  where 
be  had  left  his  prisoner ;  and  when  he  arrhred 
there  he  ibund  his  fears  confirmed,  for  nothing 
was  left  of  Jerry  and  his  accoutrements  but  two 
of  the  spears,  and  the  cord  with  which  the  bush- 
noger  had  bound  him. 


l2 
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Jerry's  first  impulse  was  to  rush  down  to  the  ves- 
sel,  and  take  his  chance  of  the  reception  he  might 
meet  with,  as  anything  was  better  than  to  be  stuck 
up  on  a  height,  and  made  to  perform  a  pantomime 
in  which  he  was  the  chief  and  only  performer; 
but  the  fear  of  encountering  the  bushranger  and 
his  associates,  with  a  lively  remembrance  of  the 
very  unceremonious  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
pitched  overboard  on  a  former  occasion,  added  to 
his  modest  disinclination  to  appear  before  the 
young  ladies  in  a  character  as  novel  as  it  was  nn* 
becoming,  decided  him  agiunst  that  course,  and  he 
determined,  bound  as  he  was,  to  endeavour  to  find 
his  way  back  to  his  companions  in  the  boat 
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Bj  dint  of  great  exertion,  and  of  ooavnlaoDi  of 
wriggliDg,  he  contrived  to  extricate  hia  arms  from 
tfadr  confinement,  and  was  about  to  resume  his 
dodiesy  which  lay  in  a  bundle  at  his  feet;  but 
otching  sight  of  the  bushranger  at  that  moment  in 
tbe  hollow,  who  was  hastening  to  rectify  the  Uun- 
der  which  he  had  made  in  allowing  his  prisoner  to 
get  sight  of  the  vessel,  he  snatched  up  his  bundle, 
and,  with  a  celerity  which  would  have  done  credit 
to  a  real  nadve,  he  darted  off  in  the  direction  o 
Ae  hill,  which  he  had  marked  as  overtopping  the 
spot  where  the  soldiers  and  constables,  with  the 
boat,  had  taken  shelter. 

Mark  had  no  sooner  ascertained  the  flight  of  his 
pnsoner  than  he  guessed  his  course,  and  felt  all  the 
danger  which  would  result  from  the  information 
iribidi  he  woold  give  of  the  safety  of  the  vessel, 
sod  of  its  position  in  the  bay«  Without  hesitating 
a  moment,  he  followed  in  the  direction  which  he 
judged  Jerry  would  take:  and  as  he  was  mate 
used  to  keep  a  stiadght  line  among  the  undulating 
UUs  than  the  pucsned,  it  was  not  long  befiore  he 
csn^^  sight  of  Jerry,  with  his  shirt  tails  streaming 
in  the  wind,  making  vigorous  attempts  to  surmoont 
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the  hill  >ivhich  oveihung  the  inlet  where  the  boat 
of  his  companions  lay  sheltered. 

The  bushranger  was  strongly  tempted  to  put  an 
end  to  the  embarrassment  in  a  summary  manner. 
He  put  his  piece  to  his  shoulder,  and  covered  the 
unfortunate  Jerry  with  a  deadly  aim ;  but  at  this 
moment  the  form  of  another  person  upiose  over 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  who,  although  visible  to  the 
bushranger,  was  unseen  by  Jeny. 

The  man  came  over  the  top  of  the  hill  in  the 
direction  in  which  Jeny  was  advancing;  when,  to 
bis  amazement,  beholding  the  figure  of  what  he 
supposed  to  be  a  native  in  a  state  of  active  aggres- 
sion rushing  on  him  with  a  spear  in  his  hand,  he 
hastily  fired  off  his  musket,  and,  immediately  turn- 
ing tail,  made  the  best  of  his  way  back,  followed 
by  Jerry,  who,  out  of  breath  and  unable  to  articu- 
late connected  words,  screeched  and  screamed  un- 
earthly sounds,  which  only  made  the  terrified  man 
scramble  on  the  fiister. 

In  this  way  they  dashed  into  the  constable's 
temporary  encampment;  when  Jeny,  overjoyed 
and  exhausted,  threw  himself  on  the  ground,  whexe 
he  was  immediately  seized  and  held  fiist. 
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The  floldieiB^  meanwhile,  held  their  muskets 
ready  to  repel  what  they  conjectured  to  be  an 
attack  from  the  natives,  although  the  mode  of  its 
commencement  seemed  contraiy  to  all  the  rules  of 
war,  native  or  foreign.  But  by  this  time  Jerry  had 
been  raised  up:  joining  his  hands  together,  and 
looking  up  towards  the  sky,  he  uttered  a  pious  eja- 
culation : — 

*' Thank  Godr 

*'  Why,  man,  what  has  happened  to  you  ?"  said 
the  constable,  who,  notwithstanding  the  black  mud 
and  red  ochre,  had  no  difficulty  in  recc^ising  the 
podgy  person  of  the  corpulent  Mr.  Silliman;  '*  what 
on  earth  has  induced  you  to  disguise  yourself  thb 
fitthionr 

*^  It  wasn't  me,^  sighed  out  Jerry,  ^'  it  was  the 
bushranger  r 

''  The  bushranger !— What,  Mark  Brandon  ?" 

^The  veiy  same !  He 's  here,  and  there,  and 
ereiywhere! — 1  was  trying  to  catch  a  kangaroo, 
when  somehow  the  plaguy  beast  caught  hold  of 
me,  and  I  tumbled  down  the  hill,  and  when  I  got 
to  the  bottom,  who  should  there  be  waiting  for  me 
but  that  confounded  bushranger,  and  the  moment 
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I  opened  mj  mouth  to  speak,  be  dapped  a  pistol 
in  it,  and  there  I  was  hard  and  &st* 

^*  How  is  this?*  said  the  corporal;  ^^Mark 
Brandon  was  on  board  the  vessel,  and  now  yoa 
say  he  is  on  shore — are  yoa  quite  sare  it  is  the 
same  man?" 

**  Sore  I — ^There  ten  be  no  mistake  about  that ; 
whoever  has  been  in  his  clutches  once  will  be  sure 
to  know  him  again ! — He  set  me  on  the  top  of  a 
height,  and  there  I  saw  the  brig  safe  and  sound 
in  a  little  bay,  surrounded  by  hills  just  like  a 
basin." 

''The  brig  near  us  T  exclaimed  the  constable  in 
surprise;  ''well,  that's  a  bit  of  luck  I  didn't  ex- 
pect. We  must  look  about  us,  corporal,  and  be 
alive; — we  shall  have  work  to  do  before  night 


now.'' 


C€ 


Yes,"  continued  Jerry,  "  there  was  the  brig ; 
and  with  the  glass  they  could  have  seen  me,  if  they 
had  looked  that  way;  and  that  rascal,  Mark,  made 
me  jump  and  caper  about  like  a  native — ^but  what 
for,  I  'm  sure,  I  don't  know ;  I  only  know  it  was 
extremely  disagreeable." 
^  I  have  it,"  said  the  constable,  after  a  few  mo- 


A  BUHFIUHB*  153 

WfBBtf  reflection.  '^  Mark  never  does  anytlung 
withont  a  reason.  Depend  upon  it  that,  bj  some 
means  or  other,  Mark  has  discoTered  that  we  are 
here;  and  his  object  has  been  to  keep  the  crew 
do0^  and  to  persuade  lliem  that  the  natives  wiF 
attack  them;  and  he  made  tins  little  gentleman 
paint  himself  up  for  that  very  purpose,  and  placed 
Um  in  view  of  the  vessel  to  make  those  on  board 
believe  that  the  natives  really  were  near  them. — 
Now,  corporal,  we  have  no  time  to  lose ;  we  must 
get  on  board  that  vessel  somehow,  befixe  a  change 
ofwind  will  allow  it  to  leave  the  bay  and  put  to  tea. 
What  is  yoor  sentry  making  motions  at,  and  point- 
ing op  channel  as  if  he  saw  something?  Go,  aod 
see,*  he  said  to  the  other  constable.  ^  It  can't  be 
the  bushraugers  coming  down  on  ns ;  look  to  yoor 
arms,  my  men — ^let  ns  be  ready.  Corporal,  you 
had  better  take  the  command  when  it  comes  to 
%hting:  I  am  uaed  to  the  bosh,  and  to  the  ways 
of  die  bodurangers ;  but,  when  it  comes  to  the 
soatcfa,  I  am  under  your  ordersL,  you  know. — Every 
man  to  bis  trade,  say  L" 

The  constable's  messenger  quickly  returned  with 
the  tidiDigs  that  another  boat  was  oomiog  down 
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the  channel  along  the  coast,  and  would  presently 
be  near  the  entrance  of  the  creeL 

He  had  scarcely  delivered  his  message,  when  a 
large  boat  shot  round  and  entered  the  inlet,  con- 
taining a  Serjeant's  guard,  under  the  command  of 
an  ensigni  who  had  been  despatched  by  the  govern- 
ment authorities,  in  consequence  of  the  suspicious 
movements  of  the  brig,  which  had  been  telegraphed 
to  head-quarters.  They  brought  the  information, 
also,  that  a  laige  body  of  convicts,  supposed  to  be 
thirty  in  number,  had  escaped  in  the  same  direc- 
tion as  Mark  Brandon;  and  it  was  feared  that  .if 
they  were  able  to  join  him  they  would  become, 
under  his  leadership,  a  formidable  body,  and  re- 
quiring the  additional  aid  which  was  sent  to  the 
constable's  assistance. 

The  ensign,  on  whom  now  devolved  the  com- 
mand of  the  party,  proceeded  to  make  the  neces- 
saiy  inquiries  for  his  guidance,  in  which  Mr.  $illi- 
man  became  an  important  person,  as  he  alone 
had  been  a  witness  of  the  acts  of  the  bushrangers. 
The  ensign  proceeded  to  interrogate  him  with  mi- 
litary precision : — 

^*  How  many  of  the  bushrangers  are  there  ?" 
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^'Six/'  replied  Mr.  SiUiman^  ^'besides  Mark 
Brandon;  bnt  he  is  as  good  as  a  dozen  himselfc** 

^  That 's  seven.  Now,  how  many  are  the  crew 
and  paasengers  on  board  the  brig?" 

^*  There  are  nine  sailors,"  replied  Mr.  Silliman, 
*  and  the  mate,  and  me — no,  I  'm  here — that 's  ten 
men;  and  the  steward  and  the  boy — that's  twelve; 
and  the  major  and  his  two  daughters — that 's  fifteen 
in  alL    If  I  was  there  it  would  be  sixteen." 

**  The  major !  — ^major  who  ?' 

^  Oh  I  I  foxgot — Major  Horton  and  his  two 
daughters." 

''  Major  Horton !" 

"Yes,  Major  Horton." 

^  And  his  two  daughters,  did  you  say  ?" 

**  Yes.  Helen  is  the  elder  one,  and  Louisa  the 
other." 

** Helen  Horton!''  exclaimed  the  ensign,  not 
able  to  restrain  his  surprise;  "  how  very  extraor- 
dinary ! — And  pray,"  said  he,  in  a  tone  in  which 
might  be  observed  a  little  vexatioUf  ^*  have  you 
come  in  the  same  vessel  with  them  the  whole  way 
fiomEnghmd?" 

'^  To  be  sure  I  did.  I  gave  the  major  a  hundred 
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guineas  finr  my  passage,  and  paid  the  mouej  down 
befisie  I  left  the  meri  and  the  only  thing  I  bar- 
gained for  was,  that  there  riiould  be  lots  of  bottled 
porter; — the  cigars  I  fbond  myselC'^ 

**  Major  Horton — ^with  Helen  and  Louisa  P  re- 
peated the  ensign ;  ^  what  a  singolar  cireumstance  ! 
Those  rascals  have  not  ill-treated  them?*  he  asked, 
suddenly  taming  to  Mr.  Silliman ;  **  if  they  hare 
insulted  them  by  word  or  look  I  will  show  them  no 
mercy,  so  £u:  as  depends  on  me." 

''  Oh  I  Mr.  Brandon  is  quite  the  gentleman,'*  re- 
plied Jerry :  ^'  He  just  chucks  you  into  die  sea,  or 
knocks  you  down  with  the  batt-«nd  of  a  mosket* 
or  makes  a  native  of  you,  but  it's  all  done  in  the 
politest  way  in  the  world !  It 's  impossible  to  com. 
plain  of  him!  and  I  wish  I  had  him,  with  his  neck 
just  under  my  two  thumbs ;  if  I  didn't  give  him 
such  a  sqneese  as  he  would  remember  all  the  days 
of  his  life,  my  name 's  not  Jeremiah  Silliman,  that's 

aiir 

Mr.  TrevGsr,  who  held  a  oommiasioa  in  the  re- 
giment a  division  of  which  had  lately  arrived  in 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  was  a  young  man  aboat  two- 
aul-twenty  years  of  age,  who  bad  entered  the 
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aimj  ficom  «i  enthnaiastic  pvedilectum  fiir  a  na^ 
Ury  IiSbu  He  had  eagerl  j  emhimced  the  opporto- 
oitjr  of  going  out  to  Aostxalia,  aa  he  ooxaidered  that 
those  new  and  tmezplofed  jegiona  presented  a  new 
field  of  adventore,  nntrodden  by  the  foot  of  the 
▼ulgv  txayeller,  and  likely  to  fhrnish  Bcenes  of  ro- 
mantic adTentme,  in  which  hia  apirit  of  enterpriae 
might  find  opportunity  for  ezerdae.  He  had  met 
Helen  Horton  about  two  jeara  before  at  a  foreign 
watering-place,  where  be  had  been  captiyated  by 
her  beauty,  and  had  been  poweifhlly  struck  with 
a  chazBcter  of  mind  which,  in  ita  conrage  and  in- 
dependence^ was  aimikr  to  hia  own.  Ciicnmatancea 
had  aeparated  them  at  the  time;  bat  the  imprea- 
non  which  Helen  had  made  on  him  was  too  powers 
fill  to  be  forgotten,  and  be  had  taken  much  pains 
to  trace  out  the  place  of  her  abode,  in  England  and 
abroad,  bat  without  succeaa. 

To  meet  with  her  again,  after  hia  vain  search  for 
her  in  Europe,  struck  him  aa  the  most  romantic 
coincidence  in  his  life ;  and  it  added  not  a  little  to 
hia  zeal  in  recovering  the  yeaael,  and  in  capturing 
the  maraqders,  to  think  that  he  ahould  at  the  same 
time  do  a  moat  important  wfxnce  to  one  whom  he 
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now  regarded  as  reserved,  by  a  propitious  destiny, 
to  enable  him  to  show  to  the  world  a  gallantry  and 
courage,  for  the  exercise  of  which  he  had  nevet 
yet  found  an  appropriate  occasion.  Full  of  ardour, 
therefore,  for  the  enterprise,  and  bearing  in  mind 
the  possibility  of  the  thirty  additional  prisoners 
having  joined  Mark  Brandon's  party,  he  lost  no 
time  in  consulting  with  the  constable,  who  was  an 
experienced  hand  in  the  bush,  as  to  the  best  means 
of  regaining  possession  of  the  vessel. 

The  shades  of  evening  were  now  &st  drawing  in, 
but  as  the  nature  of  the  business  was  pressing,  and 
as  it  was  possible  for  the  brig,  by  a  sudden  turn  of 
wind,  to  be  carried  out  of  the  bay  by  the  bush- 
rangers who  were  supposed  to  have  possession  of 
her,  he  decided  on  making  an  immediate  attempt 
to  recover  her,  and  at  any  rate  to  establish  his 
party  in  a  position  commanding  the  outlet  of  the 
bay. 

As  the  wind  and  sea  were  too  rough  and  high  to 
allow  of  their  making  progress  in  the  boat^  it  was 
resolved  that  a  sufficient  guard  should  be  left  for 
their  protection,  and  that  the  ensign,  with  the  sol* 
diers  under  his  command,  with  the  addition  of  the 
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OMistables  as  guides  and  assistants^  should  proceed 
at  once  to  a  convenient  spot  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
bay,  and  then  to  act  according  to  circumstances. 

They  moved  on  accordingly,  guided  by  Jerry 
and  one  of  the  constables;  but  as  the  darkness  in* 
creased,  and  as  the  country  was  difficult,  inter* 
spersed  with  loose  rocks,  and  intersected  conti- 
nuaUy  with  deep  ravines  embarrassing  to  cross, 
and  as  they  were  obliged  to  be  cautious  to  avoid  a 
diagraoeful  surprise,  their  progress  was  necessarily 
slow. 

Id  the  mean  time  Mark  Brandon  had  not  been 
idle.  He  had  viewed,  from  a  convenient  ambush, 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  pursuing  party — the 
anival  of  the  reinforcement,  and  the  arrangements 
which  he  partly  saw  and  partly  guessed  for  the  ad- 
vance of  the  militaiy.  But  as  night  was  approach-* 
mg,  he  judged  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  in 
the  dark  to  recover  possession  of  the  brig ;  and 
he  calculated,  therefore^  that  he  had  eight  hours 
before  him  to  form  his  own  plans,  and  make  his 
own  preparations. 

But  at  ihis  point  his  ingenuity  was  for  a  time  at 
a  loss.    He  had  fully  succeeded  in  impressing  on 
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• 

the  fears  of  the  crew,  that  an  attack  from  the  nar 

tives  was  to  be  apprehended — a  delusion  in  which 

he  had  been  materially  assisted  by  the  admirable 

actii^  unconscioos  though  that  individual  was  of 

bis  pantomimic  talents,  of  the  excited  Jerry ;  but 

the  time  was  now  come  when  some  other  scheme 

must  be  contrived,  either  to  put  off  the  threatened 

attack  of  the  soldiers,  or  to  repel  it  successfolly 

when  made.    Any  attempt  to  persuade  the  major 

and  the  mate  that  it  was  an  attack  of  bushrangerB 

he  felt  would  be  idle,  as,  at  the  first  appearance  of 

the  rescuing  body,  and  especially  of  the  red  coats 

oi  the  soldiers^  they  would  be  aware  that  it  was  a 

party  sent  to  their  succour,  and  they  would  be 

prepared  to  assist  in  their  own  liberation.     Coold 

he  contrive  to  get  the  mate  and  the  major  again  in 

his  power  with  the  crew,  and  then,  by  keeping  the 

vessel  in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  which  was  of  an 

oval  shiqpe,  and  about  two  miles  across   in  its 

broadest  part,  fight  it  out  with  the  parties  on  shore, 

and  trust  to  chance  for  the  &vourable  opportuni^ 

of  a  change  of  wind  to  run  the  vessel  out  to  sea? 

That  was  a  bold  thought;  but  it  was  the  best 
plan  if  it  could  be  done.    But  how  to  do  it,  with 
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the  major  and  his  chief  officer  on  their  guard,  and 
the  ciew  ready  to  resist?  Still  it  was  his  only 
chance  of  escape  from  the  colony,  aad  a  life  in  the 
bosh  was  both  hazardous  and  unprofitable.  Such 
an  opportnnity  might  never  occur  again  ;  the  vessel 
WB8  small  and  handy;  he  had  possession  of  her; 
Ae  was  ready  for  sea,  for  under  the  directions  of 
the  mate  her  deck  had  been  already  disencumbered 
of  the  main-top*mast  which  had  been  shattered  in 
the  gale,  and  the  vessel  had  been  put  in  as  good 
trim  as  circumstances  allowed.  If  he  could  once 
get  to  sea  he  could  repair  damages,  he  considered, 
at  his  leisure ;  and  as  to  any  boats  which  might  be 
sent  in  pursuit,  he  had  no  fear  of  being  able  either 
to  distance  them,  or  to  beat  them  off. 

He  determined,  therefore,  on  the  bold  plan ;  and 
he  immediately  bent  his  thoughts  to  effect  its  exe- 
CQtion  before  daylight  and  the  knowledge  of  the 
proximity  of  their  friends  should  give  the  major 
and  his  party  the  advantage.  As  he  revolved  these 
thoughts  he  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  bank  to 
which  the  vessel  was  moored,  and  stepping  on 
board,  hastily  gave  directions  for  moving  the  vessel 
bto  the  centre  of  the  bay. 

VOL.  I.  M 
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'^I  have  been  watching  the  natives,''  he  said, 
*^  and  they  are  preparing  for  a  night  attack ;  our 
best  plan  therefore  is  to  remove  the  vessel  oat  of 
the  reach  of  their  spears  and  arrows." 

"  I  have  no  great  fear  of  their  spears  and  arrows^ 
said  the  mate ;  ^^  there  are  enoogh  of  us,  I  think, 
to  stand  any  attack  that  the  natives  can  make  on 
us ;  but  there 's  no  harm  in  moving  the  brig  to  the 
middle  of  the  bay,  if  you  can  keep  her  there.    You 
see  there  are  little  eddies  and  currents  of  wind  fly- 
ing all  round  us  under  these  hills,  and  there 's  no 
knowing  where  a  puff  may  come  from;  and  it's 
getting  darkish,  and  we  don't  know  what  rock  or 
shoal  we  may  light  on  in  this  outlandish  plaoe. — 
But  do  as  you  please,  there  *s  no  harm  in  being 
safe  at  any  rate.     I  only  wish  the  wind  would 
change,  and  then  we  mi^t  get  out  of  this  trap; 
though  it  has  proved  a  lucky  trap  for  us  for  the 
matter  of  that :  I  thought  it  was  all  over  with  the 
poor  brig  just  before  she  shot  into  that  opening 
yonder !     But  let  us  thank  God  for  our  lock,  and 
keep  our  eyes  open   for  what's   to  come  next. 
Your  inends  there  don't  look  very  sociable,"  he 
continued,  pointing  to  the  six  bushrangers,  who^ 
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ivith  their  muskets  in  their  hands,  stood  ranged 
in  a  line  on  the  larboard  side  of  the  quarter- 
deck, while  the  sailors  unarmed  were  congregated 
together  in  the  fore-part  of  the  vessel :  **  is  this 
to  be  the  game  all  night?" 

**  Sorry  to  hurt  your  feelings/'  said  Mark 
Brandon,  **  but  you  know  it 's  a  truce  at  present ; 
bot  my  people  feel  more  easy  in  their  minds  that 
way ;  no  offence  meant,  however." 

**  Well,"  replied  the  mate ;  **  but  that 's  not  the 
way  to  make  other  people  feel  easy  in  their 
minds,  to  have  loaded  muskets  cocked  at  them 
thatfiishion  all  night;  it's  not  very  polite  to  the 
ladies — Mister — Mister  pilot ! "  ^ 

^Perhaps  the  ladies  might  prefer  to  go  on 
shore,"  replied  Mark. 

^  But  who  are  to  protect  them  from  the  natives?" 

^  Take  your  own  crew  to  protect  them,  if  you 
will,  while  I  take  care  of  the  ship." 

**  Bat  our  sailors  have  no  arms." 

'*  Let  them  take  arms,"  said  Mark ;  ''  you  see, 
Mr.  Northland^  I  am  inclined  to  trust  you,  though 
you  will  not  trust  me," 

^£h !"  exclaimed  the  mate,  a  sudden,  and,  as 
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he  flattered  himself,  a  brilliant  thought  occurring 
to  him,  '^  and  you  say  you  will  let  us  take  arms  on 
shore  with  us  ?" 

•*  To  be  sure  I  will,  to  protect  the  ladies." 

The  mate  immediately  dived  down  to  the  major^ 
who  was  in  the  cabin  with  his  daughters,  and 
proposed  to  him  to  accept  the  bushranger's  offer. 

'*  But  that  would  be  abandoning  the  vessel  to 
the  bushrangers,"  suggested  the  major. 

^'No  matter,"  said  the  mate;  '^they  cannot 
get  the  vessel  through  the  narrow  entrance  of  the 
bay  without  our  help ;  those  fellows  could  never 
do  it,  so  that  we  should  have  them  at  our  mercy  ; 
'besides,  what  can  we  do  on  board?  They  have 
possession  of  the  arms,  and  if  it  came  to  a 
struggle,  although  we  might  make  a  fight  of  it, 
we  could  scarcely  expect  to  get  the  better  of  them. 
But  with  arms  in  our  hands,  although  outside  of 
the  vessel,  we  might  do  something;  besides,  we 
should  fight  together  and  without  being  embar- 
rassed with  the  fear  of  the  women  being  hurt. 
Only  let  us  get  arms  in  our  hands,  and  trust  to 
fortune  for  the  rest." 

«  But  the  natives  ?" 
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''  We  must  do  as  well  as  we  can  with  them ; 
besides,  I  can't  help  having  a  suspicion  that  there 
is  some  sham  about  this  threatened  attack  of  the 
natives.  I  never  read  nor  heard  of  such  a  laige 
body  of  natives  collecting  together,  and  this  is 
the  first  I  have  heard  of  their  bows  and  arrows.'^ 

**  But  we  saw  one  of  their  scouts  on  the  height," 
said  the  major^ ''  shaking  hb  spears  at  us ;  he  was 
a  most  ferociomhiooking  monster,  though  it  struck 
me  he  was  shorter  and  &tter  than  the  natives  are 
represented  to  be  in  the  books  which  I  have  read 
about  them/' 

"  It 's  a  great  point,"  said  the  mate,  ''  to  get 
ourselves  out  of  the  immediate  power  of  this  man 
and  his  fellows.  It  is  not  easy  to  fathom  his  plans, 
but  it  seems  to  me  we  can't  be  worse  off  than  we 
are,  and  with  arms  in  our  hands  we  may  be  better. 
What  do  the  young  ladies  say  to  it?" 

Helen  and  Louisa^  who  were  lying  exhausted 
on  their  couches,  rose  up  at  this  appeal,  and 
added  their  entreaties  that  their  iather  would  take 
advantage  of  the  bushranger's  offer  and  take  them 
on  shore.  It  was  not  without  some  difficulty, 
however,  that  the  major  could  bring  himself  to 
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leave  the  vessel  which  contained  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  property : — 

"  Why,"  he  remonstrated  with  the  mate,  "  I 
should  have  thought  you  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  quit  the  ship,  and  abandon  it  to  the 
bushrangers  T 

•*  Will  you  fight  it  out  now  then,**  said  the  mate, 
"  and  take  our  chance  of  the  result  7* 

*'We  are  unarmed,"  replied  the  major;  "we 
can  have  no  chance  against  men  with  fire-arms, 
fighting  too  with  halters  round  their  necks.'* 

"That's  just  it,"  replied  the  mate;  "we  are 
unarmed,  and  what  can  we  do?  That  Mark 
Brandon  can  drive  us  all  below  when  he  pleases, 
and  put  to  sea  if  his  men  can  work  the  vessel,  and 
what  are  we  the  better  for  that?  Better  have  our 
liberty  on  shore,  than  be  bound  hand  and  foot 
here,  to  be  heaved  overboard  whenever  it  may 
suit  him  to  do  so.  If  it  came  to  that,  I  would 
rather  trust  to  the  natives  than  to  rascally  con- 
victs." 

"  Agreed  then,"  said  the  major ;  "  we  will  go  on 
shore,  and  trust  to  chance  for  the  rest." 

The  mate  lost  no  time  in  communicating  the 
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major's  acceptance  of  the  offer  to  Mark  Brandon, 
who,  on  his  side,  seemed  quite  ready  to  perform 
his  part  of  the  treaty  with  good  faith  and  sin* 
cerity.  But  first  he  desired  to  have  an  interview 
with  Major  Horton. 
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"Major,"  said  the  bushranger^  assuming,  with 
immeasurable  impudence,  the  tone  of  the  injured 
party,  **  I  am  sorry  to  find  from  your  olBBcer  that 
you  do  not  trust  me  I" 

The  major  was  exceedingly  embarrassed;  he 
was  summoned  into  the  presence  of  the  man  who 
had  fraudulently  taken  possession  of  his  brig,  and 
monopolised  all  the  arms  for  his  own  followers, 
having  committed  violence  on  his  mate  and  on 
the  crew,  and  he  found  himself  suddenly  called  on 
to  exculpate  himself  from  a  charge  of  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  very  man,  who  with  consummate 
duplicity  had  succeeded  in  committing  an  act  of 
piracy  on  his  own  vessel  I     The  scene  would  have 
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been  ludicrous  from  the  absurdity  of  the  accusa- 
tion, if  the  appearance  of  the  six  bushrangers  with 
muskets  cocked  and  presented  had  not  given  too 
serious  an  aspect  to  the  affair  to  allow  him  to  deal 
with  it  lightly. 

*'Tou  do  not  trust  me,"  repeated  Mark  Brandon, 
with  an  air  of  outraged  virtue  which  was  highly 
melo-dramatic ;  ''but  as  I  have  said  before,  I  will 
trust  you,  if  you  will  pledge  your  word  of  honour 
not  to  take  advantage  of  my  confidence  by  turning 
your  arms  against  me." 

''What  18  it  you  propose?"  demanded  the 
astonished  major. 

^  Tour  officer,"  continued  Mark  Brandon,  "  has 
expressed  his  suspicion  that  I  may  take  advantage 
of  your  defenceless  condition  during  the  nighty 
and  endeavour  to  confine  your  crew  below  as  they 
were  before." 

"Well,"  said  the  major. 

''Now  to  prove  to  you  that  I  have  no  such 
design,  but  on  the  contrary  that  I  am  desirous  to 
act  together  to  resist  the  attack  of  the  natives,  I 
am  ready  to  allow  you  all  to  go  on  shore  iuune- 
diately." 
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**  But  the  arms  ?"  said  the  mate. 

^'  Just  so ;  and  not  only  will  I  do  that,  but  I 
will  allow  your  men  to  take  arms  and  ammunition 
for  their  defence  should  they  be  attacked ;  when 
you  can  either  return  on  boards  or  we  will  land 
and  assist  you  as  may  be  thought  best.'' 

'^  That  sounds  all  &ir  enough,"  said  the  mate, 
shaking  his  head,  and  trying  to  penetrate  into  the 
secret  object  of  the  bushranger,  if  there  was  one : 
— *'that  sounds  all  fair  enough.  What  do  you 
say  to  it,  major  ?" 

'^  I  have  no  objection  to  pledge  myself  not  to 
make  use  of  our  arms  against  you  for  twenty-four 
hours,"  replied  the  major;  '^that  is,  presuming 
that  you  will  allow  us  at  the  same  time  to 
supply  ourselves  with  provisions,  and  that  you 
will  let  us  take  such  necessaries  on  shore  as  we 
require." 

"  And  you,  major,  and  you,  Mr.  Northland,*' 
said  the  bushranger,  ^' now  pledge  your  word  of 
honour  for  yourselves  and  your  crew,  that  for 
twenty-four  hours  you  will  not  use  your  arms 
against  us  ?'' 

<^  We  do,"  said  the  major  and  the  mate ;  '^aad 
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80  do  we,"  echoed  the  sailore,  who  had  gathered 
aft  to  witness  the  conference. 

''It  is  agreed  then^"  said  Mark  Brandon,  rejoiced 
at  the  success  of  his  scheme.  ^'And  now  the 
first  thing  is  to  get  the  ladies  on  shore." 

"  We  will  just  land  a  couple  of  men  first,"  said 
the  mate,  *'to  see  that  the  coast  is  clear;  we  don't 
want  to  be  eaten  up  by  the  natives." 

Two  of  the  sailors,  accordingly,  after  having 
first  received  arms  and  ammunition  according  to 
compact,  stepped  on  shore;  and  the  rest  of  the 
sailors  being  employed  to  convey  to  the  land 
various  articles  of  comfort  from  the  principal 
cabin,  together  with  provisions,  with  wine  and 
^irits,  the  party  was  quickly  transferred  from  the 
deck  of  the  vessel  to  the  greensward  by  its  side. 
Mark  then  adjusted  the  sails  so  as  to  propel 
the  brig  into  the  centre  of  the  bay,  where,  by 
proper  manoeuvres,  he  kept  it  nearly  stationary, 
prajing  heartily  for  a  change  of  wind,  which 
would  enable  him  to  take  the  vessel  through  the 
narrow  entrance  of  the  basin  into  the  open  sea. 

In  the  mean  time  the  party  on  shore  prepared 
fat  their  night  bivouac    It  was  more  than  dusk^ 
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and  they  could  not  see  far  beyond  the  immediate 
spot  which  they  occupied,  but  the  major,  not 
forgetful  of  his  military  habits,  soon  pitched  upon 
a  place  where  they  were  secured  by  a  high  rock 
in  their  rear,  and  having  in  front  loose  masses  of 
stone  which  would  serve  as  obstructions  to  an 
advancing  enemy,  and  afford  a  shelter  to  the 
assailed  party,  behind  which  they  might  defend 
themselves  with  advantage. 

They  thought  it  prudent  not  to  light  a  fire,  as 
it  might  attract  the  observation  of  the  savages; 
but  the  major  having  fortified  the  spaces  in  his 
front  with  logs  and  branches  of  trees,  and  dis- 
posed of  his  daughters  behind  a  projecting  mass 
of  rock,  sent  out  a  scout  to  gain  intelligence  of 
the  enemy.  After  a  short  absence  the  scout 
returned  with  the  information,  that  to  the  left  of 
the  major's  post,  there  was  the  reflection  of  a  fire, 
which  was  burning  brightly. 

This  was  a  piece  of  news  too  serious  to  be 
neglected;  andj  the  major  commissioned  the 
mate  therefore  to  proceed  with  great  caution  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  afiairs,  and  to  report  the 
numbers  and  the  apparent  intentions  of  the  natives. 
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This  the  worthy  ofBcer  proceeded  to  do  ;  advano 
ing  slowly  and  stealthily  towards  the  fire,  and 
soiprised  not  to  observe  any  appearance  of  the 
natives  of  whom  Mark  Brandon  had  discoursed 
so  hugely.  As  he  got  nearer  to  the  light  he 
ccawled  on  his  hands  and  knees,  expecting  every 
moment  to  light  npon  a  native,  and  admiring  the 
ciuming  with  which  they  had  contrived  to  conceal 
themselves  firom  observadon. 

It  happened  that  Mr.  Silliman  had  volunteered, 
in  the  excess  of  his  enthusiasm,  to  ke  ep  watch  at 
that  point,  and  although  the  ensign  in  command 
was  too  prudent  to  trust  the  safe^  of  his  men  to 
an  inexperienced  person,  he  permitted  him  to 
occupy  a  position  in  advance  of  his  own  sentries 
to  give  notice  of  any  distant  alarm. 

It  was  while  the  romantic  Jerry,  unconscious  of 
danger,  was  looking  up  to  the  stars  of  the  southern 
firmament,  and  was  comparing  their  light  with  the 
gis-hunps  of  Cheapside,  that  he  felt  his  1^  sud- 
denly grasped  in  the  rough  embrace  of  the  worthy 
mate,  who  was  silently  groping  his  way  round  the 
rock  near  which  Jerry  was  standing.  The  first 
tboQght  of  the  afirighted  Jerry  was  that  he  was 
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seized  by  some  ferocious  animal  indigenous  to  the 
country;  by  some  immense  boa-constrictor  per- 
haps^ or  by  the  native  hyaena,  of  whose  fierceness 
and  voracity  he  had  read  frightfiil  accounts  in 
books  of  travels. 

Too  much  terrified  to  cry  out,  he  stood  for 
some  seconds  paralysed !  while  the  mate,  on  his 
side,  finding  that  he  had  got  hold  of  a  man's  naked 
leg,  did  not  doubt  that  he  had  clutched  a  native, 
and  waited,  it  must  be  confessed,  not  without 
some  anxiety,  for  the  yell  which  he  expected 
would  bring  to  the  spot  a  crowd  of  black  fellows 
to  the  assistance  of  tUeir  brother. 

Jerry,  however,  had  strength  of  mind  and 
strength  of  finger  left  to  give  a  desperate  pull  at 
the  trigger  of  his  musket,  which,  in  virtue  of  his 
quality  as  sentry,  had  been  entrusted  to  him  by 
the  constable.  The  noise  of  the  report  amazed 
the  mate,  who,  with  a  seaman's  pertinacity,  how- 
ever, did  not  relinquish  his  grip  of  Jerry's  leg, 
albeit  that  it  overturned  all  his  calculations  to 
find  fire-arms  in  the  possession  of  a  native. 

'The  major's  quick  ear  caught  the  well-known 
sound  immediately,  and  he  redoubled  his  diligence 


to  secure  his  fortifications  from  a  sadden  attack* 
The  ensign  and  his  soldiers  stood  to  their  arms: 
while  the  faint  echo  of  the  musket-sound  conveyed 
to  the  watchful  bushranger  the  &tal  intimation 
that  some  discovery  had  taken  place  on  shore 
which  could  bode  only  ill  to  him,  from  the  junc- 
tion of  the  parties  now  united  for  his  destruction, 
and  which  required  the  exercise  of  all  his  cunning 
and  unequalled  daring  to  guard  against  and  to 
repel. 
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The  mate,  astonished  to  find  a  native,  as  he  sup- 
posed, in  the  possession  of  fire-arms,  was  a  little  at 
a  loss  for  a  few  seconds  to  know  how  to  act ;  for 
there  seemed  to  be  as  much  danger  in  retreating 
as  in  remaining  where  he  was.  But  as  the  report 
of  the  musket  was  not  followed  as  he  expected  by 
a  yell  fix>m  the  other  savages,  and  as  the  ensign's 
party  was  too  &r  off  for  their  movements  to  be 
heard,  the  sturdy  seaman  quickly  recovered  his 
presence  of  mind,  and  with  professional  audacity 
conceived  the  design  of  carrying  in  the  native  as  a 
prisoner  to  the  major's  encampment. 

He  still  kept  a  firm  grip  of  Jerry's  leg;  and  that 
astounded  individual,  persuaded  that  his  limb  was 
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datched  either  bj  a  real  native  or  by  some  fero- 
dona  animal  of  the  woods,  was  too  terrified  for  some 
time  to  give  vent  to  his  fright  by  vocal  exclama- 
tions. Nor  did  his  enemy  give  him  time ;  for  the 
mate  starting  on  his  legs,  suddenly  clasped  him  in 
his  arms,  and  before  Jerry  could  cry  out,  threw  his 
prisoner  on  the  ground,  and  ramming  his  hand- 
kerchief into  his  mouth  in  a  moment  with  a  bit  of 
lanyard  which,  sailor-like,  he  always  carried  about 
liim,  he  tied  Jerry's  elbows  tc^ether,  and  so  had 
lum  hard  and  fast. 

Poor  Jerry  finding  himself  trussed  up  after  this 
fiffihion,  with  his  face  to  the  earth  and  his  anta- 
gonist's knee  in  his  back  keeping  him  down,  im- 
mediately concluded  from  the  celerity  and  dexte- 
rity of  the  operation,  that  by  some  horrid  mischance 
he  had  agidn  fallen  into  the  clutches  of  the  dread- 
fbl  bushranger,  and  he  gave  vent  to  his  anguish  in 
a  doleful  groan ! 

But  the  mate,  who  had  possessed  himself  of  the 
musket  and  bayonet  of  the  captured  sentinel,  im- 
mediately endeavoured  to  make  the  native  sensible 
that  any  noise  would  be  promptly  punished ;  and 
**  unshipping"  the  bayonet,  as  he  mentally  express- 
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ed  it^  that  it  might  form  a  handier  instrument  for 
his  purpose,  he  applied  it  gently  but  decidedly  to 
the  fleshy  ^art  of  his  prisoner's  person,  which 
caused  the  party  afflicted  to  perform  an  undulatory 
contortion  of  his  body,  wriggling  it  snakelike,  and 
digging  his  toes  into  the  ground  with  a  quick  and 
convulsive  motion,  strongly  expressive  of  his  dis- 
like to  the  operation. 

Several  attempts  at  crying  out  were  repressed 
in  the  same  way ;  but  the  mate  could  not  help 
being  exceedingly  surprised  to  find  a  native  of  Van 
Diemen's  Land  clothed  like  an  European;  which 
was  altogether  at  variance  with  all  that  he  had 
heard  on  the  subject  But  his  astonishment  was 
increased  when  Jerry,  not  being  able  any  longer 
to  bear  the  arguments  a  posteriori  repeatedly  ap- 
plied by  the  mate  to  keep  his  prisoner  quiet,  with 
a  convulsive  effort  contrived  to  disengage  the  hand- 
kerchief from  his  mouth,  and  in  the  extremi^  of 
his  despair  roared  out  "  Murder  l^ 

Sailors  are  proverbially  superstitious.  The  voice 
was  the  voice  of  Mr.  Silliman,  whom  the  bush- 
rangers had  chucked  into  the  sea,  and  whom  the 
mate  had  supposed  long  since  to  have  become  food 
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&r  the  AostraliaD  fishes !  Utterly  unable  to  ac- 
oonnt  for  the  resurrection  of  the  drowned  Jeremiah 
8t  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  place,  the  amazed 
ffiste — ^his  fiEu^ulties  wearied  and  confused  with  the 
erents  of  the  day,  and  the  strangeness  of  an  un- 
hmwa  country,  and  the  darkness,  helping,  as  he 
afterwards  explained,  ''to  flabbergast  him  en- 
tiiely"— was  struck  with  the  notion  that  he  was 
the  sport  of  the  Evil  One ! — or  else  that  it  was  with 
the  spirit  of  the  murdered  passenger  that  he  was 
now  contending ! 

For  a  moment  the  courage  of  the  hardy  seaman 
was  at  fault*  As  to  bushrangers,  or  natives,  or  any- 
thii^  living,  howsoever  dangerous,  he  snapped  his 
fingers  at  them ;  but  to  have  to  do  with  an  unreal 
thing!  the  ghost  of  one  who  had  met  with  a  vio- 
lent death  I  that  was  more  than  his  nautica^phi* 
losophy  could  bear;  and  he  meditated  a  hasty  re- 
treat, when  his  prisoner,  who  had  recovered  his 
breath,  set  up  a  second  shout: 

''  Murder!  help  I  Here  are  the  bushrangers  on 
ns!    Help  I  murder!" 

It  was  certainly  the  voice  of  the  deceased  Jerry  I 
Bm  the  sincerity  of  his  terror  as  exhibited  in  the 

N  2 
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enei^  of  hid  cries,  and  the  plump  substantiality  of 
his  person  so  indicative  of  a  real  living  body,  struck 
the  worthy  mate,  and  dispelled  the  superstitious 
feeling  of  ghostly  apparitions  or  supernatural 
agency.  Wishing  to  test  still  farther  the  fact  of 
the  body  under  his  knee  being  that  of  a  real  living 
man,  he  applied  the  bayonet  in  a  manner  calcu- 
lated to  elicit  that  fact  by  some  further  demon- 
stration. 

"  Don't,"  beseeched  Jerry ;  "  pray,  sir,  don't ; 
good  bushranger!  Mr.  Mark  Brandon!  I'll  do 
what  you  please ;  but  don't— don't  keep  sticking 
that  ugly  bayonet  into  me  every  instant .  •  ." 

"  Why !"  exclaimed  the  mate,  "  who  the  devil 
are  you?" 

"  Mr.  Northland  !  By  George,  it 's  all  right 
after  all  I  What !  don't  you  know  me  ?  Don't  you 
know  Mr.  Silliman,  the  passenger  on  board  your 
ship?" 

"  But  that  Mr.  Silliman  was  drowned,"  returned 
the  mate,  still  keeping  his  knee  stuck  into  Jerry's 
back,  as  a  precautionary  and  preventive  measure 
against  sudden  retalia,tion ;  '^I  saw  him  go  down 
myself." 
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"I  know  I  went  down,'*  replied  Jerry ;  "  but  I 
came  up  again : — I  wasn't  drowned.  The  boat  that 
we  thonght  was  fiill  of  bushrangers,  contained  a 
pvtj  of  soldiers  and  constables,  who  were  in  pur- 
aoit  of  Mark  Brandon  and  his  gang,  and  they  saved 
me." 

^And  where  are  they?"  asked  the  mate.  But 
before  Jeremiah  had  time  to  answer  the  question, 
the  mate  uttered  a  peremptory  "  Hush !  I  hear 
fi)0t5teps  approaching." 

^  Who  comes  there  ?"  said  a  voice,  which  Jerry 
lecognised  as  that  of  the  ensign ;  **  Mr.  Silliman, 
is  that  you  ?" 

^  Ay,  ay,"  said  Mr.  Silliman,  getting  on  his  legs, 
to  which  the  mate  assisted  him ;  "  it 's  me,  and 
more  than  me.  Here 's  the  mate  of  the  brig,  Mr. 
Northland.  He  caught  hold  of  my  leg  in  the  dark, 
and  I  fired  off  my  musket.'' 

''Are  you  sure  it  is  the  mate  of  the  brig?" 

"  Sure !  Haven't  I  made  all  the  voyage  with 
liim?  and  do  you  think  I  don't  know  his  voice  as 
well  as  I  do  my  own  ?" 

''Where  are  the  bushrangers?"  inquired  the 
enngn. 
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"  On  board  the  brig,"  replied  the  mate.  '^  They 
offered  to  let  us  go  on  shore  with  arms  to  protect 
us  from  the  natives ;  and  as  they  had  us  completely 
in  their  power,  the  major  thought  it  best  to  agree 
to  it.  When  I  gripped  Mr.  Silliman's  leg,  I  thought 
I  had  got  hold  of  a  native." 

*'  There  are  no  natives  in  this  part  of  the  island," 
said  the  constable ;  ^*  what  put  that  in  your  head?" 

*^  Why,  Mark  Brandon  declared  there  was  a  mob 
of  at  least  three  hundred  natives  preparing  to  attack 
us !  And  I  saw  one  myself,  a  most  ferocioufr-looking 
rascal,  brandishing  his  spears  at  us  from  the  top  of 
the  hill  .  •  ." 

'^  That  was  me  I"  said  Jerry.  *<  It  was  that  con- 
founded bushranger  who  made  me  paint  myself 
like  a  native  with  his  filthy  black  mud,  and  stock 
me  at  the  top  of  the  hill  to  fiighten  you." 

'^  By  Jupiter,"  exclaimed  the  mate,  *'  I  see  it  all 
now !  And  that  confounded  bushranger,  with  his 
jaw,  has  been  persuading  us  all  the  time  that  you 
were  a  party  of  natives ;  for  we  saw  the  smoke  of 
your  fire  over  the  hills.  That  we  could  ever  be 
such  fools  as  to  be  so  bamboozled  I" 

**  Don't  be  ashamed,"  said  the  constable,  availii 
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lumself  of  the  freedom  of  the  bush  to  put  in  his 
say;  ''Mark  Brandon  has  bamboozled  as  good 
heads  as  yours;  bat  now  we  must  see  if  we  can't 
bamboozle  him." 

*^  Come  on  to  the  fire,"  said  the  ensign,  ''  and 
then  yoa  can  explain  more  of  this  matter  to  us. 
There  is  something  in  it  that  I  can't  altogether 
comprehend.  This  Mark  Brandon  seems  to  have 
the  art  of  the  devil  himself  to  deceive  yoa  all  in 
the  way  that  he  has  done.'' 

The  mate,  daring  this  colloquy,  had  fireed  his 
pnsoner  from  the  cord,  and  at  the  invitation  of  the 
ensign,  he  moved  on  with  Jerry  to  the  spot  where 
the  fire  was  blazing  brightly.  They  were  duly 
challenged  by  the  sentries  as  they  approached ;  and 
having  reached  the  light,  it  was  with  considerable 
curiosity  that  the  mate  surveyed  the  well-known 
podgy  person  of  his  fellow-passenger  of  the  brig ; 
not  without  some  vague  lingerings  of  doubt,  how- 
ever, as  to  whether  he  could  be  the  real  Silliman 
after  all,  ao  strongly  was  his  mind  impressed  with 
the  remembrance  of  having  seen  him  going  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  in  lyEntrecasteaux's  chan- 
nd.    He  was  glad,  however,  to  sit  down  by  the 
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side  of  the  fire  with  the  ensign,  while  Mr.  Silliman 
endeavoured  to  rest  himself  on  his  knees. 

The  ensign,  observing  that  he  continued  in  that 
unnatural  and  inconvenient  posture,  asked  him, 
goodnaturedlj,  why  he  did  not  sit  down?  But 
Jerry  shook  his  head,  and  rubbing  himself  behind 
with  a  most  lugubrious  expression  of  countenance, 
intimated  that  the  mate's  vivacious  hints  with  the 
bayonet  had  incapacitated  him  from  enjoying  that 
luxury  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  mate  having  explained  the  meaning  of 
Jerry's  pantomimic  action,  the  bystanders,  as  is 
usual  on  such  occasions,  set  up  a  hearty  and  simul- 
taneous laugh,  which  was  rendered  the  merrier  by 
the  comical  seriousness  preserved  by  the  smarting 
Jerry,  who  did  not  laugh  at  all;  and,  as  he  ob- 
served, *^  couldn't  see  what  there  was  to  laugh  at. 
How  would  they  like  it  themselves?" 

Their  merriment  quickly  gave  way,  however,  to 
the  more  serious  consideration  of  the  steps  to  be 
pursued  for  the  recovery  of  the  brig.  The  major's 
daughters  were  safe ;  that  was  a  great  point ;  and 
George  Trevor's  heart  beat  quick  as  he  thought 
that  the  Helen,  whom  he  had  sought  over  a  large 
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port  of  Europe  in  vain,  was  even  now  within  a 
short  distance  fix>in  him,  and  that  in  a  brief  space  he 
dioold  have  the  happiness  of  beholding  her  again  I 

In  his  romantic  enthusiasm  he  was  almost  angry 
that  drcnmstances  had  disappointed  him  of  the 
opportunity  of  showing  his  courage  by  rescuing 
her  from  the  power  of  the  bushrangers !  But  that 
idea  soon  gave  way  to  more  sober  thoughts.  Her 
&ther,  by  the  mate's  account,  would  be  ruined  by 
the  loss  of  the  brig,  in  which  had  been  embarked 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  property ;  besides,  it  was 
his  duty  to  leave  no  means  untried  of  capturing 
the  rnnaway  convicts,  who  were  in  arms  against 
die  government,  and  whose  escape  it  was  important 
to  prevent,  lest  it  should  operate  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  similar  attempts. 

He  turned  his  attention,  therefore,  firmly  to 
the  business  of  retaking  the  brig,  without  allowing 
the  thought  of  Helen,  whom  he  burned  to  see 
3gun,  to  dbtract  him  from  his  duty;  but,  as  he 
considered  that  the  major's  military  experience 
would  be  valuable  in  deciding  on  the  proceedings 
to  be  adopted,  he  determined  on  joining  him  with- 
out delay. 
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Desiriog  his  party  to  follow  in  Indian  file,  and 
requesting  the  mate  to  act  as  guide,  they  pro- 
ceeded as  rapidly  as  the  darkness  and  the  inequality 
of  the  ground  would  permit  to  the  spot  where  the 
major,  with  his  daughters  and  the  crew  of  the 
vessel,  held  their  entrenched  encampment 
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CHAPTER  XVn, 
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br  the  mean  time  the  major^  vdth  the  vigilance  of 
an  old  soldier^  had  kept  a  good  look-out  On  the 
departure  of  the  mate  he  had  pushed  forward  a 
coaple  of  scouts  to  give  notice  of  anything  indi* 
cadng  danger. 

It  was  not  long  before  one  of  them  came  back 
with  the  intelligence  that  footsteps  were  heard 
broaching.  The  major  went  to  the  outside  of 
lu8  fortifications  a  little  in  advance^  and  placing 
lus  ear  to  the  ground  was  enabled  to  distinguish 
pUnly  the  sound  of  the  tread  of  many  men* 
Giving  instant  directions  to  the  crew  to  be  on 
their  guard,  and  retiring  his  two  scouts  within  the 
hreast-work,  the  sturdy  sailors  stood  with  their 
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arms  ready  and  prepared  to  repel  the  attack  of  the 
natives,  which  they  now  were  convinced  was  on 
the  point  of  taking  place. 

The  major  was  by  no  means  at  ease  in  respect 
to  the  result  of  the  conflict ;  for  he  was  aware  of 
the  power  of  numbers^  and  the  advantage  which 
a  night  attack^  under  such  circumstances^  gave  to 
the  attacking  party.  He  hastily  spoke  a  few 
words  to  re-assure  his  daughters'  confidence,  with 
some  brief  instructions  as  to  the  course  they  were 
to  pursue  in  the  case  of  his  being  overpowered 
by  numbers. 

Helen,  and  especially  Louisa,  could  not  help 
feeling  the  alarm  natural  to  their  sex  at  the 
prospect  of  an  encounter  with  savages,  not  only 
on  their  own  account,  but  for  their  father's  sake, 
who  was  not  a  man,  as  they  well  knew,  to  be 
backward  where  fighting  was  going  on,  or  to 
shrink  firom  danger  when  his  presence  and  exam- 
ple were  needed  to  encourage  others. 

But,  with  the  strong-minded  Helen,  the  tremors 
which  the  first  alarm  had  excited,  quickly  sub- 
sided, and,  arming  herself  with  a  ship's  cutlass, 
she  planted  herself  before    the   entrance  of  the 
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it)ck  to  guard  from  harm  her   less   courageous 
sister. 

'^  Shall  I  fire,  sir  ?"  asked  one  of  the  sailors, 
who  held  in  his  brawny  arms  a  huge  blunderbuss, 
the  threatening  aspect  of  which  was  alone  suf- 
ficient to  scare  away  a  whole  mob  of  natives,  had 
there  been  light  to  distinguish  the  capaciousness 
of  its  expanding  muzzle :  —  *'  I  can  hear  them 
coming  on,  and  my  blunderbuss  covers  them  nicely; 
shaUIletflyr 

**  No,  no,"  said  the  major,  ^  never  fire,  man,  till 
yoQ  have  hailed  your  enemy;  always  give  fair 
play;  don't  fire." 

*^  Avast,  there !"  cried  out  the  mate,  who  heard 
the  word  **  fire,"  and  was  by  no  means  desirous  of 
receiving  such  a  compliment  firom  his  firiends. 
^  Avast!  we  are  firiends,  all  of  us.  Here  is  Mr. 
Silliman  come  to  life  again,  and  a  party  of  soldiers 
come  to  join  us ;  and  now,  by  Jupiter,  we  '11  have 
the  old  brig  again ;  and  111  take  the  liberty  to 
ten  Master  Mark  Brandon  a  bit  of  my  mind. 
And,  with  your  leave,  major,  we  '11  make  up  a  fire, 
for  we  are  strong  enough  now  to  defy  the  bush- 
nngers,  even  if  they  were  to  come    on  shore. 
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which  they  won't  do,  for  it 's  not  their  game ; 
they  will  be  trying  to  get  the  vessel  through  the 
opening  and  out  to  sea ;  but  we  '11  put  a  stopper 
on  that)  or  my  name 's  not  Jack  Northland." 

''Major  Horton,"  said  Ensign  Treyor»  intro- 
ducing himself  by  name,  ''  I  think  I  cannot  do 
better  than  put  myself  under  your  orders;  your 
knowledge  and  experience  in  these  matters  are 
&r  superior  to  mine." 

This  deferential  offer  Mr.  Trevor  made  by  no 
means  with  the  desire  of  propitiating  the  major, 
but  entirely  from  the  impulse  of  his  natural 
modesty,  so  becoming  in  youth.  But  the  major 
replied  with  military  decision,  in  terms  not  less 
courteous : 

**  By  no  means,  Mr.  Trevor ;  you  are  on  duly, 
and  I  am  retired  from  the  service.  But  I  shall  be 
happy  to  give  you  the  benefit  of  my  advice  if  you 
should  think  it  worth  having.  But,  your  name ! 
I  had  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  abroad  with  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Trevor ;  is  it  possible 
that  I  can  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  again 
in  this  most  extraordinary  manner?  And  now, 
that  the  fire  b^ins  to  bum  up,  1  can  see  by  the 
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Ji^t  that  I  am  not  mistaken.    Helen^  my  dear, 
yoa  may  come  forward ;  Louisa,  my  love,  there  is 
no  danger.     I  have  a  surprise  for  you  both ;  here 
18  an  old  acquaintance.    Mr.  Trevor,  my  dears, 
whom  you  knew  in  Germany,  is  in  command  of 
the  party  that  has  joined  us.     Strange  meetbg 
this,  Mr.  Trevor!    My  poor  little  girl,  you  see, 
has  not  recovered  finom  her  alarm  at  the  thoughts 
of  the  natives.    Where  is  Helen,  my  love  ?    She 
18  generally  fcxremost  when  there's  danger;  not 
that  there 's  any  danger  now,  and  especially  firom 
you,  Mr.  Tkevor.    I  see  that  the  expectation  of  a 
bnish  has  excited  you  a  little.     Oh  I  here  comes 
Helen  I    My  dear,  why  do  you  walk  so  slowly? 
Are  you  ill  ?    Is  anything  the  matter  with  your 
aster,  Louisa  ?    I  am  afiraid,  Mr.  Trevor,  that  her 
•pints  are  too  much  for   herl     She  is  quite  a 
hermne,  rir;  an  Amazon  I     I  believe  to  defend 
her  poor  &ther  and  her  sister  she  would  fight  like 
a  HonesB !    Helen,  my  dear,  look  up ;  this  is  Mr. 
Trevor ;  don't  you  remember  Mr.  Trevor  ?  Surely 
you  can't  fbi^t  the  long  walks  we  used  to  take 
with  him  at  Vienna  I    There  —  there— don't  be 
Qttking  formal  court'sies  in  the  bush  !     This  is  not 
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a  place  for  ceremony,  nor  a  time,  neither.  You 
are  heated  and  flushed,  my  dear,  with  the  excite- 
ment of  our  preparations  for  the  natives.  Well, 
upon  my  word,  I  never  saw  so  much  bowing  and 
courtseying  before!  Mr.  Trevor,  I  admire  the 
deference  due  to  the  ladies  as  much  as  any  man, 
but  there  's  no  need  to  be  so  very  formal  among 
gum-trees  and  opossums." 

"  I  am  happy  to  see  Mr.  Trevor,*  at  last  said 
Helen,  in  a  low  voice,  which  faltered  slightly,  and 
with  an  air  of  dignity  which  might  have  become  a 
queen  on  her  throne  receiving  an  ambassador. 
Circumstances,"  began  Mr.  Trevor,  .... 
Major,"  said  the  mate,  coming  forward  fiom 
the  rock,  by  which  anoAer  fire  had  been  kindled, 
*'  we  want  your  assistance  here  about  the  provi- 
sions:   our  men  say  they  ought  to  have  some 

grog-" 

''Excuse  me,"  said  the  major,  ''for  a  moment; 

I  must  attend  to  my  fellows.     Sailcxre,  you  know, 

Mr.  Trevor,  are  an  unruly  race  wherever  rum  and 

brandy  are  in  question." 

So  saying,  he  withdrew. 

His  daughter,  Louisa,  feeling,  with  the  instinct 


It 
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of  her  sex,  that  Geoi^  Trevor  and  her  sister 
would  prefer  that  their  conference  should  take 
phce  without  the  presence  of  a  third  person,  had 
the  complaisance  to  accompany  him ;  and  the 
eosign  and  Helen  were  left  alone  together. 

The  spot  on  which  the  two  found  themselves  in 
this  most  strange  and  unexpected  meeting  was 
one  of  the  most  romantic  of  that  beautiful 
uhmd,  abounding,  as  it  does,  in  varied  and 
romantic  scenery.  It  was  a  spot  worthy  of  the 
pencil  of  Salvator  Rosa.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  gloomy  grandeur  of  the  scene,  and  the  lights 
and  shadows  cast  by  the  fires  around  added  to  the 
solemn  beauty  of  the  picture. 

Scattered  about  were  huge  masses  of  rock, 
interspersed  with  dwarfy  shrubs,  among  which 
^ypeaied  one  or  two  umbrageous  peppermint  trees 
of  enormous  height,  whose  leaves  presented 
towards  the  fire  the  vivid  tints  of  their  bright 
green,  while  the  masses  of  boughs  behind  were 
involved  in  impenetrable  shade.  In  the  back- 
gronnd,  about  a  hundred  yards  firom  the  fire,  near 
^hich  George  Trevor  and  Helen  were  standing, 
arose  a  lofty  mass  of  brown  and  rugged  rock, 

VOL.  I,  o 
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disclosiiig  in  its  front  a  natural  cave  of  gigani 
proportions,  the  entrance  of  viach  was  now  i 
sealed  by  the  light  of  the  fire  which  bad  be< 
kindled  by  the  aailon,  and  who^  vith  their  mi 
lets  in  their  hands,  were  gnmped  aronnd  it 
picturesque  disorder.  To  the  left,  the  bay,  i 
which  the  moon  now  shed  a  feeble  light,  mig 
be  &int]y  traced  to  the  base  of  the  hills  in  t1 
distance ;  and  on  its  tranquil  bosom  the  masts 
the  devoted  brig  were  indistincdy  visible.  St 
farther,  and  to  the  left  of  the  greatro^,  the  opi 
sea  appeared,  its  ondnlating  aor&ce  still  crestt 
with  foam  which  glistened  in  the  white  beams 
the  rising  moon  beyonl. 

As  George  Trevor  and  H^en  were  standii 
OIL  the  side  o£  the  fire  farthest  from  the  rock*  the 
persons  could  be  but  imperfectly  seen  by  those  i 
the  vicinity  of  the  sailors'  fire,  and  die  sent] 
in  advance  was  removed  fitnti  sight  and  hearii 
by  the  obstruction  of  the  temporary  fortification  < 
timber  and  branches  which  had  been  throw 
up  for  the  protection  of  the  major's  party.  Tfat 
secured  from  the  observation  of  eyes  or  ear 
the  two  had  full  opportuni^  to  make  their  mntw 
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explanations;  but  it  was  some  time  before  the 
ensign  could  muster  up  courage  to  break  silence^ 
as  Helen  stood^  with  her  arms  slightly  folded, 
in  an  attitude  of  freeziiig  rigidity. 

''Miss  H<»rton  may  think,  perhi^"  he  began, 
''that  she  has  reason  to  complain — ^ 

**  Sir,"  said  Helen,  '^  I  make  no  complaints." 

^  I  mean,"  resumed  the  gentleman,  *^  that  my 
seeming  neglect^— after  what  had  passed— I  mean, 
the  declaration  which  I  made—" 

**Mr.  Trevor,"  interrupted  Helen,  "I  require 
DO  apology  £nr  the  neglect  that  you  speak  of, 
and  it  is  superfluous  for  you,  therefore,  to  offer 
it.  This  meeting,  in  these  wilds,  is  not  of  my 
seeking — nor  of  yonrs^  doubtless^"  she  added, 
with  some  degree  of  bitterness ;  ^'but  such  as  it  is, 
air,  we  must  be  to  each  other  as  if  former  meetings 
had  never  been.  I  require  from  you,  sir,  nothing 
ixit  reelect — and  forgetfulness  of  all  the  rest. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  join  my  &ther." 

''Stay,  Miss  HortonI  Helen!  for  God's  sake 
do  not  go  away  with  such  an  erroneous  no- 
tion of  my  feelings !  When  I  quitted  you  at 
Vienna,  I  was  called  away  by  the  sudden  and 

o  2 
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dangerous  iUnen    of   mj   nearest   and  dearee 
relation  ....*' 

"  And  the  ladj,  sir,  who  accompanied  joa  I 
Was  she  a  near  and  dear  relation  tooP" 

"That  tad;  was  the  betrothed  of  one  of  mj 
dearest  friends.  It  was  to  eerre  them  bodi  that  J 
accompanied  her  to  a  viUi^  not  fire  miles  off 
vhere  her  future  husband  awaited  her.  It  was  fi>i 
the  purpose  of  giving  a  false  scent  to  those  wh< 
might  pursue  her,  that  I  consented  to  act  the  pan 
I  did>  and  'which  I  hare  felt  noce  mig^t  ham 
given  lise  to  the  most  &tal  misconstruction.  The 
lady  is  long  since  married  to  my  friend;  and  as  ] 
am  sure  that  you  will  not  doabt  my  sacred  word  ol 
honour,  I  hope  I  may  tmat  that  you  will  believe  in 
the  truth  of  what  I  tell  yon,  which  I  now  sacredlj 
affirm.     I  addressed  a  letter  to  you  at  Vienna  .  .' 

«'  I  never  received  it ! !" 

"...  to  which  I  received  no  reply ;  bat  as  the 
letter  was  not  retomed,  I  conceived,  pechaps, 
an  erroneous  opinion  of  you  from  the  dight,  » 
I  felt  it,  of  your  silence ;  and  feared  ....  but  I 
will  not  dwell  on  that  point.  In  short,  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  avow,  that  I  searched  for  you 
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tknmg^  a  great  part  of  Germany,  and  afterwards 
in  England;  but,  as  you  are  aware,  without 
success*  My  trarels  iu  pursuit  of  you  occupied 
me  for  an  entire  year  ••••'* 

^Can  this  be  true?''  said  Helen^  her  voice 
Idtering  with  emotion, 

'^  You  cannot  doubt  my  truth,  Helen,  At  hist^ 
wearied  with  a  vain  search,  and  suspecting,  from 
your  BoC  haiixig  replied  to  my  letter,  that — that — 
I  am  adiamed  even  now  to  breathe  such  i^ 
saspicion^-in  8hort-~*that  you  were  trifling  with 
my  affections  ••••'' 

<<Oh — nol — it  was  not  thatT  said  Helen, 
her  eyes  sufihsed  with  tears. 

<«  And  wishing  to  fly  from  the  miseiy  of  remem. 
btances  too  bitter  to  be  borne  •  •  /' 

Heleii  sobbedl  •  •  • 

<*  I  determined  to  tiy  if  a  total  change  of  scene 
and  new  occupations  would  have  the  effect  of 
making  me  forget  one  whom  I  had  loved  so  ten- 
derly—and  who  had  treated  me,  as  I  thought,  so 
capriciously— but  whom  I  was  determined  tQ 
forget  r 

^  Geoige-^Geoige— you  have  done  me  wrong 
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I  never  was  capricious.  I  thought  you  had  -wronged 
me;  —  and  it  vas  the  thought  of  that  neglect 
that  reconciled  me  to  exile — to  this  distant  part  of 
the  world  —  where  I  might  buty  m;  grief  and 
disappointment  for  away  &om  the  eyes  of  all 
obserrers.  And  I,  too,  have  tried  to  fo^t — bat  I 
could  not.  No  I  a  woman  cannot  forget !  How 
often  have  I  wished  that  she  could  T 

"  Then— at  this  spot—"  exclumed  George 
IVevor — "  I  repeat  the  declaration  of  my  love ; 
and  by  this  token,"  unbuttoning  bis  vest  and 
displaying  a  locket,  in  which  his  mistress  had 
formerly  enclosed  a  lock  of  her  beautiful  hair,  "  I 
claim  the  promise  which  I  received  .  .  ." 
■  "  George,  you  have  it  before  you  ask  it.  There 
is  something  so  strange  and  so  romantic  in  this 
singular  meeting  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe, 
after  so  long  a  separation,  that  I  think  it  is  fated 
that  we  are  to  belong  to  each  other  I  You  know," 
she  added,  smiling,  "  it  is  said  that  marriages  are 
made  in  heaven  I  There  is  my  hand ;  I  need  not 
tell  you  that  which  you  have  made  me  so  often  tell 
you  before :  but  be  sure  that  where  my  band 
is  given,  there  my  heart  is  also." 
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The  happy  ensigii  bent  down  in  reverence,  and 
kifised  devoutly  the  proffered  hand  that  was 
extended  towards  him  in  sign  of  reconciliation ; 
and  he  was  about  to  repeat  the  homage,  when 
the  voice  of  the  major  suddenly  interrupted  his 
devotions. 

■ 

''Hnlloal  hnUoaT'  said  the  m^or;  ''what  is 
the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  Kissing  of  hands  in  the 
bosh !  Yfbj,  Mr.  Ensign,  you  make  your  military 
^roaches  with  promptitude,  at  any  rate  I  We 
want  you  to  join  a  council  of  war  with  me,  and 
the  mate^  and  the  constable ;  as  we  are  the  four 
dignitaries  it  seems,  on  whom  the  bxe  of  the 
bushrangers  depends.  Well,  upon  my  word,  sir, 
yoQ  do  me  very  great  honour!  Tou  tuck  my 
dai^hter  under  your  arm  as  if  she  belonged 
to  you  I  That 's  the  militaiy  fashion  of  modern 
dayi,  I  suppose  r* 

''Tou  forget,  major,  that  our  acquaintance  is  o« 
old  date :  it  was  b^un  at  Vienna." 

"  Eh !  what?  acquaintance  I    Mr.  Trevor,  what 
do  you  mean  ?" 

"I  mean,  major,  that  [the  acquaintance  and 
the  addresses  which  your  daughter  permitted  in 
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Germany,  she  allows  me  to  renew  in  Van  Diemen'a 
Land." 

"Addresses I  and,  renevr!  Upon  my  word, 
you  nuke  quick  worii  of  it,  yoa  young  fellowt. 
This,  I  suppose,  is  a  new  edition  of  an  old  story  1 
Love  in  the  Bush!  And  yon  say  that  all  this 
nonsense  began  at  Vienna  t  Well,  I  think,  Helen* 
you  might  have  made  me  a  (»n6dant  in  the  aflhir. 
You  know  I  nerer  would  cross  you  in  such  a 
matter ;  but  a  &ther  is  something,  af^  all  I  One 
likes  to  be  consulted,  at  any  nte  1" 

'*  My  dear  papa,"  said  Helen,  in  her  most 
winning  tones,  "it  was  our  intention  to  ask  your 
permission — " 

"What I  after  you  had  fallen  In  love  yoa 
intended  to  ask  my  permission  to  do  it!  Ah  I 
diat  's  always  the  way  1" 

"  My  dear  papa  P  intem^ted  Helen,  in  great 
confa«on,  "pray  don't  talk  sol  I  assare  you  it 
was  our  intention — but — you  forget  we  were  mon 
than  a  year  in  Germany  with  idr.  TVevoc." 

"  Well—" 

"A  whole  year r 

"  Well— what  of  that  ?" 
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''Miss  Hortcm  means  to  say,"  said  the  soldier^ 
gsDantlj  comiBg  to  the  rescue^  ''  that  it  was  im* 
possible  for  me  to  be  in  her  society  for  a  whole 
year— short  as  the  time  was — ^without  becoming 
penetrated  with  a  sense  of  her  many  excellent 
qualities  •  •  •  •" 

*^  Ah  I  yon  're  both  in  the  same  tale,  that 's 
dear  enough :  the  one  keeps  the  other  in  connte* 


^Dear  papai  if  I  had  thought  diat  you  dis* 
approved '' 

''Of  coDiBst  If  you  had  thought  that  I  dis* 
spproved  I  Gh  I  then  yon  would  both  have  fidlen 
out  of  love  again,  Idare  say  I  Butlet  me  tell  yon, 
sUiough  yoa  thought  yourselves  so  clever,  that 
yonr  old  &ther  saw  plainly  enough  what  was  going 
on;  and  if  he  had  disapproved,  he  would  not 
bive  allowed  Hr«  Trevor  to  improve  his  oppor* 
tonities  as  be  did:  your  fiEither  was  too  old  a 
solder  fiir  that  ««..'' 

<<OhI  my  dear  papa!" 

<'OhI  mydearsurr 

^'Well,  let  me  see — some  explanations  are 
necesBaxy,  Mr.  Trevor.** 
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"  Oh,  papa !  Geoi^  has  explained  ererytbiii^ 

"But  not  to  me,  miss.  Mr.  Trevor,  joa  cat 
do  that  when  we  hare  more  Idsore,  Our  fiiB 
bouDess  is  to  get  poBsesnoii  of  the  brig,  aixl  t 
capture  these  rascally  convicts.  Now,  Mr.  Ensign 
yon  will  have  the  opportunity  of  showing  wha 
mettle  you  are  made  of.  Mark  Biandoa  is  \ 
desperate  fellow,  and  he  will  not  be  taken  withou 
blood-shed, -depend  upon  it." 

"  Ohj  heavens  I  Papa,  what  does  it  matte 
about  the  brig  now?  we  are  all  safe  out  of  it,  ani 
I  cannot  bear  to  think  that  any  lives  sboiild  b 
sacrificed  in  attempting  to  get  it  back  again." 

"  We  are  all  sa&  oat  of  it,"  replied  her  &thei 
"  but  all  my  |»-oper^  is  safe  in  it ;  and  we  mas 
endeavour  to  get  it  again.  Besides,  it  is  the  dut; 
of  Mr.  Trevor  to  leave  no  means  untried  to  taki 
the  runaway  convicts.  He  is  in  the  king's  servio 
now,  and  ia  not  his  own  master." 

Their  iurtber  conversation  was  interrupted  b; 
the  mate,  who,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  constable 
took  the  liberty  to  break  in  on  the  conference  o 
the  higher  powers,  to  warn  the  major  that  it  wai 
near  midnight ;  and  that  if  the  boats  which  hat 
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been  left  at  the  creek  were  to  be  brought  rounds 
no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  effecting  that  desirable 
object,  in  order  to  intercept  the  brig,  should  a 
change  of  wind  enable  the  convicts  to  attempt  to 
fince  their  way  out  through  the  narrow  entrance 
of  the  bay. 

The  constable  was  summoned  to  add  his  advice 
to  the  council ;  and  it  was  resolved^  that  all  the 
crew  of  the  brig,  with  the  two  constables^  should 
make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  place  where 
the  boats  were  left,  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  mate,  lose  no  time  in  bringing  them  romid 
into  the  bay,  where  the  military  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  ensign  would  meet  them.  A  cor- 
poral's guard  was  to  be  left  at  the  rock  for  the 
protection  of  the  women;  and  as  the  corporal 
was  a  veteran  whose  looks  inspired  confidence, 
this  arrangement  was  agreed  to  by  Helen  and 
Loaisa  with  tolerable  resignation,  although  Helen 
ventured  to  throw  out  a  hint  that  she  should  like 
to  be  a  spectatress  of  the  fight ;  and  Louisa  in- 
nsted  a  little  on  the  propriety  of  her  father 
remaining  to  protect  them.  But,  soldiers'  daugh- 
ters as  they  were,  they  would  have  been  ashamed 
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to  ui^  the  absence  of  their  &ther  or  their  love: 
from  the  dangers  to  which  others  expoeed  them' 
selves. 

The  resolutions  relating  to  the  boats  were  pw 
promptly  in  course  of  execution,  hj  the  depar 
ture  of  those  appointed  for  that  service ;  anc 
the  ensign,  after  having  posted  sentinels  U 
prevent  surprise,  desired  the  rest  of  his  men  U 
He  down  with  their  arms  at  hand,  and  to  taki 
such  rest  as  they  could  snatch  from  the  fleeting 
hours  of  the  eariy  morning.  For  himself  h< 
determined  to  remain  on  the  watch. 

^e  major,  with  his  daughters,  returned  withii 
ibe  cave,  and  soon  the  whole  party,  with  th( 
exception  of  sentinels  and  their  officer,  men 
buried  in  profound  steep. 
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CHAPTER  XVm. 

MB.  BKLLIMAN's  8T17DIES  IH  NATURAL  HISTORY. 

Thx  report  of  the  musket  discfaysiged  by  Mr« 
Jeraniah  SiUiman  in  the  excess  of  his  fright  from 
tbe  sodden  dotdi  of  the  iron  fingers  of  the  mate« 
tlieJbint  edio  of  which  was  wafted  in  the  sUence 
of  the  night  over  the  waters  of  the  bay  where  the 
brig  was  temporarily  moored,  was  not  unmarked 
by  die  watchful  desperado  who  had  possession  of 
die  Tessel. 

The  bushranger  felt  that  the  sound  boded  no  good 
to  him!  It  musthave  beenheard,  he  feared,  by  some 
prying  scout  firom  the  party  in  the  boat;  and  the 
juncdon  of  the  parties  of  the  major  and  of  the  con- 
stable was  thus  certain ;  but  although  that  was  an 
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aaticipatioa,  in  point  of  time,  of  a  mutual  discoTer 
which  could  not  fail  to  take  place,  it  was  not  ai 
event  which  he  had  left  out  of  his  calculations 
But  he  had  hoped  that  the  junction  would  hav 
been  deferred  until  a  late  hour  in  the  momiog 
and>  in  the  mean  time,  he  trusted  to  his  goo 
fortune,  that,  at  [the  dawn  of  day,  a  change  < 
wind  might  take  place,  which  would  enahle  hii 
to  make  bis  way  through  the  narrow  passage  whic 
formed  the  entrance  of  the  bay ;  but  now  it  ws 
likely  that  he  should  hare  the  two  parties  t 
contend  agunat  instead  of  one,  and  it  was  pow 
ble  that  the  boata  might  be  made  nae  of  to  intet 
cept  hie  passage. 

Howerer,  he  reckoned  that  he  should  be  able 
from  the  vantage  ground  of  the  higher  deck  c 
the  brig,  to  beat  off  the  boata ;  and  he  trusted  tfas 
the  fire  of  the  shore  party  would  not  be  sufficieu 
to  clear  his  decks  and  prevent  the  manoeuvring  c 
the  vessel  before  the  wind  would  take  him  out  t 
sea  and  place  him  beyond  the  danger  of  fiuthe 
pursuit 

He  busied  himself,  therefore,  during  the  nighl 
with  putting  the  vessel  into  the  best  state  o 
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defence  against  boarding  of  which  she  was  capable 
and  the  materials  at  hand  afiPorded ;  and,  taking 
care  that  each  sail  was  ready  to  be  set  to  the 
Hind,  and  that  every  rope  was  in  order,  he  scanned 
die  sky  with  eager  gaze,  and  waited  anxiously  for 
die  change  of  wind  which  the  experience  of  his 
smoggler's  life  told  him  was  preparing. 

In  this  way  the  night  was  passed  by  the  respec- 
tire  parties;  the  sailors  attached  to  the  pursuing 
body,  with  the  crew  of  the  brig  working  vigorously 
at  their  oars  to  bring  the  boat  round  to  the 
entiaace  of  the  bay  before  the  change  of  wind, — 
which,  with  nautical  finesight  of  the  weather,  they 
were  aware,  from  the  appearance  of  the  clouds, 
was  likely  to  take  place  in  a  few  hours, — should 
come ;  the  convicts  in  the  brig,  with  the  wakeful- 
ness of  the  fear  which  accompanies  crime,  afraid 
to  trust  themselves  to  sleep  lest  they  should  be 
surprised  they  knew  not  when  nor  how,  remaining 
in  anxious  watchfulness;  and  the  united  party  on 
shore  seeking  in  a  brief  repose  for  the  renewed 
strength  which  would  be  wanted  on  the  morrow. 

Their  peaceful  slumbers,  however,  were  sud- 
denly broken  at  the  earliest  dawn  of  day  by  loud 
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cries  for  help  from  the  Ticinity  of  the  encamp* 
ment. 

The  luckless  Mr.  SillimaD  was  unable  to  close 
his  eyes  that  nigh^  partly  from  hie  excessive  joy 
at  being  restored  to  the  presence  of  his  dinnities, 
Helen  and  Louisa,  and  partly  from  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  flesh-wounds  which  had  been  inflicted 
by  the  mate,  when  that  active  officer  mistook  him 
for  B  native.  It  was  with  extreme  apprehensioa 
of  tile  latal  consequences  that  he  reflected,  that 
bayonet-wounds  were,  of  all  others,  the  most 
dangerous  and  the  most  difficult  to  heal,  from  the 
triangular  form  of  the  weapon  which  prevented 
the  orifices  from  closing  and  healing  as  the 
surgeons  term  it,  "  with  the  first  intentioD." 

Full  of  these  thou^ta,  and  sorely  grieved  with 
the  smart,  be  cast  about,  being  as  he  was  apt  to 
boast,  of  a  reflecting  turn  of  mind,  for  some 
means  of  relief.  Fortunately,  as  he  thought,  it 
occurred  to  him  that  the  natives  of  some  island  in 
the  South  Seas,  the  name  of  which  he  had  for- 
gotten, made  use  of  chewed  leaves  to  apply  to  the 
wounds  made  by  their  spears  and  tomahawks. 
Much  pleased  with  himself  at  this  ^ady  rec<dlec- 
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tion  of  his  reading  from  books  of  useful  know- 
ledge»  he  resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  turning  it  to 
account  on  the  present  occaaon.  He  looked 
about,  therefore,  for  a  tree  or  shrub  of  an  aspect 
sofBciently  inviting  for  his  experiment. 

Seeing  a  noble  tree  at  no  great  distance  from 
the  fire^  he  threaded  his  way  cantioualy  to  its  base^ 
and  then  he  had  the  satis&ction  of  learning  the 
cause  of  a  particular  sort  of  squealing  andscratch* 
ing  which  he  had  heard  during  the  night,  and  for 
which  he  had  been  unable  to  account  Looking 
1^  to  a  projecting  bough  over  his  head,  he  saw 
that  it  was  almost  covered  with  some  furry  little 
animals  resembling  cats  or  squinels,  and  which 
his  knowledge  of  natural  lustoiy  enabled  him  at 
once  to  recognise  as  opossums.  There  was  suffi- 
cient moonlight  to  allow  him  to  see  that  the 
creatures  devoured  the  leaves  of  the  tree  with 
much  apparent  relish. 

.  This  was  another  fact  in  natural  history  which, 
he  omsidered  was  of  infinite  advantage  to  him  on 
the  present  occasion;  for  he  had  learned  £rom 
descripti<His  of  foreign  countries  that  travellers 
mi^t  safely  venture  to  eat  of  that  which  they 

TOL.  I.  p 
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obfierved  animals,  and  especially  the  birds,  to  fee< 
on.  He  was  by  no  means  inclined  to  cany  ths 
theory  into  practice  in  respect  to  thistles,  but 
fortified  bj  this  demoastration  of  tlie  taste  of  t)i< 
opossums,  he  plucked  some  of  the  leaves  of  tb 
luxuriant  tree,  which  was  one  of  those  known  b; 
the  name  of  "  peppermint  trees,"  which  aboun< 
in  Australia,  and  whose  odoms  perfiime  the  ai 
very  pleasingly  at  a  distance.  Collecting  a  hand 
ful  of  these  leaves,  he  forthwith  set  to  at  chewinj 
them. 

If  the  opossams  were  as  carious  ia  studyinj 
objects  of  natural  history  as  their  specti^r,  doubt 
less  they  would  hare  admired  the  eztraordinar 
contortion  of  countenance  exhibited  by  the  ven 
turesome  Jerry,  as  he  became  aware  of  the  hof 
rible  nastinesa  of  his  first  experience  in  practice 
botany.  But  the  smart  of  the  tattoeing  of  tb 
bayonet  at  that  moment  becoming  sharper,  am 
acting  as  it  were  as  a  counter-irritation  to  th 
filth  in  his  mouth,  he  recorered  his  enseal  cou 
rage ;  and  calling  to  mind  that,  by  aocae  coriou 
ordinations  of  Providence,  almost  all  medidne 
are  valuable  and  curative  in  the  inverse  ratio  < 
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the  pleasingness  of  their  gastationi  he  resolutely 
diewed  on;  and  having  reduced  the  leaves  to  a 
proper  state  of  pulp,  he  applied  it  in  the  form  of 
arpooltiee  to  the  part  affected,  and  reclining  him- 
tdf  in  a  convenient  posture,  endeavoured  to  com- 
pose Imnself  to  sleep. 

Bat  alas  I  little  was  he  aware  of  the  potent 
effects  of  the  leaves  of  the  fragrant  peppermint 
tree !  The  acrid  juices  of  the  leaves  acting  on 
parts  already  vulnerised,  had  the  same  effect  as 
cayenne  pepper  on  an  excoriation  I 

Wild  and  energetic  was  the  dance  now  per* 
fenned  by  the  burning  Jeny  under  the  branches 
of  the  deceitfol  tree  1  His  dance  of  the  pcdka 
with  the  kangaroo  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
it!  In  vain  he  hastily  divested  himself  of  his 
torment,  and  threw  it  in  his  rage  at  the  opossums 
chattering  above  his  head!  The  smart  grew 
Aarper  and  sharper!  and  still  the  opossums,  as 
it  seemed,  chattered  and  grinned  at  him  from  the 
boogfa,  and  hung  by  their  tails,  and  turned  over 
head  and  heels  as  if  in  scorn  and  mockery  of  the 
btmder  on  their  retreats* 

Stung  with  indignation  at  their  taunts,  and 

72 
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furious  with  the  p&in,  the  angry  Jerry  determinec 
to  take  signal  revenge  on  the  little  wretches,  anc 
he  looked  about  for  the  means  of  climbing  thi 
tree,  that  he  might  secure  some  of  the  animals  ai 
offerings  to  hia  mistresses,  opossnm  skins,  as  hi 
had  heard,  being  useful  to  make  up  into  tippeti 
and  coverings  for  footstools.  Presently  spying 
out  some  inequalideB  on  the  bark  of  the  tree 
he  climbed  fixnn  knob  to  knob,  till  he  reached  thi 
base  of  the  branch  on  which  be  bad  watched  bii 
prey>  which  now,  however,  had  retreated  into  tht 
interior  of  the  decayed  trunk. 

Nothing  donbttng  that  he  should  easily  m«k< 
prizes  of  some  of  those  Australian  curioaitiea,  anc 
balancing  himself  as  well  as  he  could,  over  the  iU' 
terior  of  the  cavity,  he  dived  bis  arm  down  boldly 
expecting  to  reach  the  heads  or  tails  of  some  o 
them.  In  this  attempt  he  was,  unhappily  for  him' 
self^  too  saccessfnl ;  for  the  attacked  opossum^  ■ 
if  with  one  coDsent,  instanUy  seised  upon  hia  am 
with  teeth  and  claws. 

The  astonished  Jerry,  terrified  at  these  unex 
pected  assaults,  and  losing  his  presence  of  mitx 
and  his  balance  at  the  same  time,  fell  into  the  boli 
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among  the  opossamfl,  when  the  enraged  animals, 
looling  at  this  fresh  aggression  as  an  overt 
act  of  hostility,  &stened  upon  him  with  the 
Biost  vdiement  squeaks,  which  were  exceeded, 
however,  by  the  violent  shrieks  of  Jerry  for 
snstance  1 

The  horrid  noise  of  the  combined  squealingi 
and  scafflings  of  the  opossums,  and  the  excited 
lamentations  of  Jeremiah,  quickly  roused  up  every 
one  from  his  sleeping  place;  and  the  soldiers 
starting  from  the  ground,  seixed  their  ready  arms, 
and  stood  prepared  to  repel  the  enemy,  who  they 
nppoeed  was  dose  upon  them* 

'<  Now,  major,''  said  the  ensign,  as  the  former 
emerged  from  the  interior  of  the  cave,  ^  we  shall 
have  a  brush  I  those  impudent  rascals  are  upon 

wr 

**  Give  me  a  sword,**  said  the  major,  seizing 
a  ship's  cutlass«  ^  Now  Trevor,  I  consider 
that  yoa  are  in  command  I  Where  is  the 
enemy?' 

^Murder!"  shrieked  a  stifled  voice  from  the 
interior  of  the  tree,  about  a  hundred  yards  from 
tihe  fires ;  ^  Murder  1  help  r 
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"  Thst  *fl  Mr.  Sillinuui's  voice,"  said  the  m^or, 
"surely;  but  where  U  he  ?" 

«  Murder  P 

"It  is  Mr.  Silliman*B  voice,"  said  both  the  fp^a, 
vbo,  nttable  to  restnin  their  curiosity,  had  come 
to  the  cave's  mouth.  "  It 's  impossible  to  mia* 
take  it  !"— 

«' Murder  P 

"  It  comes  from  that  tree,"  sud  the  eiuign. 

"Corporal,  take  two  file  to  that  decayed  tree 
yonder,  with  the  thick  wide-spreading  bnuchesi 
and  see  what 's  the  matter." 

The  corporal,  making  bis  miUtaiy  salute, 
immediately  obeyed,  and  took  his  way  rapidly 
but  waiily  to  the  point 

At  this  moment,  the  bead  of  the  unfiirtuiiatt 
Jerry  appeared  for  an  instant  abore  the  cavi^, 
and  as  all  eyes  were  directed  to  the  qiot,  it  was 
visible  to  the  whole  party.  The  head  cast  an 
imploring  look  at  its  frieodi^  aitd  then  with 
another  Todieroos  shout  of-Hnuiderl  instanta- 
neously disappeared ! 

"  Some  wild  beast  must  have  got  bold  of  him," 
sudtbeenwgQ.     "  This  is  a  falae  alarm,  it  seems. 
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excepting  so  fisr  as  it  concerns  that  poor  gentle- 
man! It  is  the  same  person^  is  it  not,  whom 
joor  mate  punctured  last  night  to  keep  hin^ 
quiet  r 

**  It  is  the  same — ^poor  fellow !-— be  was  nearly 
drowned,  too,  yesterday." 

^'Indeed!  He  seems  to  be  unlucky.  But  I 
see  the  corporal  has  extricated  him  firom  his 
trap.  What  has  hiq>pened,  sir  ?  What  made  you 
cry  out  so  loudly  ?" 

^  Oh  I  the  litde  derilsl  They  have  got  claws 
like  cats,  and  teeth  like  rats !  Look  at  me  I''  said 
Jeiry,  di^laying  his  hands  and  £m»,  which  were 
scntded  and  bitten  in  a  hundred  places,  ''In 
trying  to  catch  an  opossum,  I  fell  into  the  hollow 
of  the  tree,  and  a  whole  host  of  the  brutes  futened 
OQ  me  with  all  their  teeth  and  dawst  and  all 
smelling  like  essence  of  peppermint  I  ••••'' 

A  general  burst  of  laughter  saluted  the  morti- 
fied Jerry  at  this  pathetic  account  of  his  reception 
by  the  opossum  family — so  prone  are  people  in 
general  to  treat  with  ridicule  such  comical  disas- 
ters as  do  not  harm  themselves ;  but  the  general 
sttention  was  suddenly  turned  from  the  spectacle 
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of  Jerry's  damaged  penon,  by  the  iDfonuatiou  of 
sentinel  posted  on  an  adjacent  eminence,  whici 
commanded  a  view  of  tlie  bey,  that  "  the  brig  vi 
in  motion  V 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

FBEPABATION8  FOB  THE  FIGHT. 

Tbs  sentiy's  announcement  of  the  brig  being  in 
Joodon  at  once  turned  the  attention  of  all  parties 
from  Mr.  Silliman's  disaster  to  the  business  of  the 
day.  The  &w  light  clouds  which  were  floating 
over  their  heads  had  already  made  them  aware 
tbat  the  wind  had  changed^  and  that  unless  the 
boats  arrived  in  time^  there  was  litde  hope  of 
their  being  able  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  brig 
fiom  the  bay. 

The  cheering  light  of  dawn  now  enabled  the 
nuyor  and  his  daughters  to  take  a  better  survey 
ef  the  spot  which  had  formed  their  first  resting- 
place  on  the  shores  of  their  adopted  country;  and 
although  the  southern  and  western   coasts  are 
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remotkable  for  their  general  rugged  and  bam 
appearance,  the  sheltered  nook  in  iriiidi  the 
found  tbenueWea  presented  some  of  the  mo 
pleanng  features  of  the  cotmtiy:  and  the  totx 
BO  from  its  contraat  with  the  bare  hills  and  aten 
character  of  the  countiy  beyond. 

The  girls  felt  the  inflnence  of  the  scene;  u 
had  it  not  been  for  the  expedition  of  danger  o 
vhich  their  father  and  Mr.  Trevor  were  inten 
thej  would  have  keenly  enjoyed  the  change  fit*) 
the  boisterous  storm  at  sea  of  the  preceding  df 
to  the  present  tranquil  ecenny  of  their  encamj 
meat. 

The  morning  was  clear  and  bright,  ^le  cd 
southern  gale,  which  had  driven  the  shattne 
brig  into  the  land-locked  bay,  had  been  saeceede 
by  a  gentle  air  fix>m  the  wann  north ;  and  tt 
rising  son  gave  promise  of  one  d  those  geai 
spring  days  in  September,  which  delight  so  mac 
with  their  enlivening  freshness  in  Van  Dietnen 
Land. 

The  melodious  note  of  the  native  magpie  wi 
heard  welcoming  the  dawn,  A  flock  of  white  cod 
atoos  from  a  neighbouring  gum  tree  surveyed  th 
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stimngers  with  curiou9  ejes,  as  they  elevated  their 
yrilow  crests  and  chattered  among  themselyee^ 
mthont  betraying  the  slightest  alarm  at  the 
piesenoe  of  their  enemy — Man,  Mr.  Silliman 
wanted  to  have  a  shot  at  them;  but  the 
Bisters  prayed  him  to  desist,  and  with  som^ 
rdoctance  he  obeyed ;  for  with  the  true  instinct 
of  a  Cockney^  he  wanted  to  fire  at  everything  he 
ssw^  without  earing  much  what  it  was  that  ho 
killed,  so  long,  as  he  expressed  it,  he  ''brought 
'em  down.'- 

A  kai^aroo  rat  would  now  and  then  hop  across 
the  grass,  and  scurry  away  when  Jerry  tried  to 
catch  it  by  the  tail ;  and  the  shy  bandicoot  would 
timidly  poke  its  nose  out  of  a  bush  to  see  what 
was  going  forward* 

On  the  withered  branch  of  a  distant  tree  sat  a 
pelican,  gravely  watching  the  waters  of  the  bay, 
oo  which  a  group  of  black  swans  were  disporting, 
nnoonscioos  of  danger* 

A  pair  of  black  cockatoos,  in  a  thicket  hard  by, 
were  busy  building  their  nest  Numerous  Bosina 
parrots^  with  their  bright  green  plumage,  and 
pink  heads  and  throats,  flew  hither  and  thither; 
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and  Mr.  Silliman  horrified  the  gende  Louisa 
tnfonniiig  her  that,  according;  to  the  infonnali 
of  bit  vulgar  fcieod,  the  constablej  they  made  < 
celleot  pieal 

A  pur  of  eagles,  aoaiii^  in  drclete  dose  abc 
their  heada,  gave  indication  that  the  neit  of  th< 
kings  of  the  air  was  somewhere  near,  aa  w 
dificordont  acreechings  thej  Btrore  to  scare  a« 
the  intruders  6om  their  haunts ;  while  the  ainf 
lar  crj  of  the  little  bird,  not  inappropriately  cal 
by  the  colonists  *'the  laughing  jackass,"  « 
vhich  pardculariy  attracted  Mr.  Silliman's  att< 
lion,  added  variety  to  the  eoDods  of  the  awakei 
bush. 

Theae  novel  sights  and  sounds  were  Ui 
heeded,  however,  by  Mr.  Trevor  and  the  maj 
who  had  other  matters  of  more  presring  imporl 
attend  to. 

'  The  one  bad  to  connder  the  beet  means 
r^^ning  possession  of  the  vcMel,  in  which  oei 
the  whole  of  bis  property  vraa  embayed,  md 
loBS  of  which  would  leave  bim  almost  a  beg 
in  a  strange  land,  where  the  wont  of  all  c 
^tions  is  that  of  a  poor  gendeman  unskilled 
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ffiechaoical  employments  and  without  capital ; 
and  the  other  was  impreased  with  the  serious 
req)onsibili^  that  attached  to  him,  as  the  official 
commander  of  the  party,  if,  in  spite  of  him,  the 
coQTicts  should  succeed  in  effecting  their  escape 
with  the  brig  finom  the  island ;  and,  in  defiance  of 
the  measures  taken  by  the  colonial  govern- 
ment, set  the  dangerous  example  of  a  successful 
pimtical  expedition  for  the  imitation  of  the  other 
convicts,  too  many  of  whom  would  be  ready  and 
eager  to  make  similar  attempts  at  plunder  and 
escape. 

He  had  plenty  of  force  to  cope  with  a  much 
larger  body  of  bushrangers  than  those  on  board 
the  brig;  but  without  the  boats  his  men  were 
nselesB,  and  many  accidents  might  prevent  the 
arrival  of  the  boats  in  time ;  and  in  such  case  it 
was  impossible  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  brig 
to  the  open  sea,  where  pursuit  would  be  difficult, 
and  perhaps  impossible.  Under  such  circum- 
stances^ all  he  could  do  was  to  take  the  best 
means  in  his  power  to  intercept  the  brig  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bay,  with  a  faint  hope  that  by  H 
lucky  shot  aome  important  rope  might  be  cut  in  two, 
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which  would  lead  to  a  conf 
which  he  might  be  able  to  tak< 

Ha:nng  refreshed  his  men, 
that  Dothiog  was  deficient  in  i 
inarched  them  to  a  platibrm  ot 
manded  the  passage. 

As  it  was  of  importance  to  '. 
ta  posuble  directed  against  tb 
of  the  vessel,  he  did  not  i 
with  his  dut^  to  leave  a  singl 
as  Mr.  Silliman  could  hardly 
condition  fit  for  active  servii 
charge  of  the  cave,  which  ^ 
temporary  fortress  lor  the  prob 
Louisa,  and,  with  the  ud  of 
BcienUBcaUy  diiposed,  it  was 
safety  of  the  ladies  was  secured 
attack  of  the  natives,  should  ai 
vicinity;  an  event,  however,  i 
as  quite  beyond  all  possibili^. 

Mr.  Silliman  therefore  icmi 
his  infinite  satisfaction ;  and, 
in  respect  to  the  ills  which 
the  warlike  Jerry  placed  his  hi 
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and  assured  the  major  that  before  any  harm  should 
lumpen  to  Miss  Helen  or  to  Miss  Louisa»  the 
BSFSges  should  eat  him,  musket  and  all  I  Shoulder- 
ing bis  weapon  with  martial  energy,  he  gave 
the  depordng  body  a  military  salute  by  holding  up 
lib  firelock  in  a  style  which  was  a  very  good 
imitatian  of  that  military  courtesy  as  performed 
\j  the  soldieiB,  and  which*  to  judge  from  the 
M&iliog  sign  of  approbation  of  their  officer,  and 
the  grins  of  the  men,  seemed  to  afford  to  those 
pofesuonala  not  less  amusement  than  satisfac- 
tioD.    The  scene^  however,  presently  grew  more 

Hie  sails  of  the  brig  meanwhile  became  gently 
distended  with  the  &voQrable  breeze  which  had 
■prang  up  from  the  north  with  the  rising  sun ;  and 
it  was  observed  by  the  major  that  a  sort  of  screen 
had  been  erected  aft  on  the  starboard  side  of 
^  vessel  to  protect  the  man  at  the  wheel  from 
the  fire  of  a  hostile  party  on  shore.  Saving  this 
indication  of  the  presence  of  a  steersman,  there 
»«8  no  aign  of  a  living  Boal  on  board;  the  sails 
aeemad  to  act  without  the  direction  of  human 
agency,  and  the  gallant  brig  glided  slowly  through 
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the  tranquil  water  as  if  by  tlie  power  of  its  o« 
volition. 

"  That  bushnu^r,"  eaid  the  major  to  the  coi 
maader  of  the  "paity,  "neglects  nothiog;  n 
principal  hope  was  shooting  down  thd  man  at  tJ 
helm  and  taking  our  chance  of  the  veBsel  beii 
swayed  against  the  wall  of  rock  on  either  aid 
and  DOW  there  is  no  hope  of  that,  for  so  &r  as 
can  Esake  ont,  he  has  raised  an  effectual  bnlwa 
between  us  and  the  wheel.  Musket  balls  will 
of  DO  use  against  that  mass  of  canvass  and  st 
that  he  has  built  ap  so  ingeniously.  What  is  I 
come  of  the  boats  ?" 

"  They  are  here,"  said  the  ensign,  as  he  point 
to  the  head  of  one  of  tbem  which  at  that  momt 
came  in  a^t  firom  behind  the  projecting  cUff,  a 
which  was  quickly  followed  by  the  second,  i 
largest  of  the  two ;  "  and  they  are  juat  in  time, 
in  another  half-hour  the  brig  would  have  been  < 
at  sea  I  Now,  major,  what  do  you  advise  to 
done?" 

"  We  most  tty  to  board  them  at  once,  and  wi 
out*^ving  them  time  to  prepare  themselTi 
althon^  I  fear  that  crafty  fieebooter  baa  i 
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left  anythiiig  imdoiie  for  lua  defence;  bat  we 
most  try  at  any  rate*  Let  the  hng  come  up  close 
enough  to  allow  die  fire  of  half  cX  your  men 
tD  take  effect  from  the  shoie^  which  will  clear 
their  decka^  and  gire  the  opportunity  to  the  boats 
to  get  alongside  without  loss.  That  shall  be  mj 
doty  in  the  large  boat-,  while  my  mate  commands 
tibe  other.  Da  you  back  me  np  with  your  par^ 
fiood  the  top  ct  the  rock,  and  keep  np  as  biidc 
a  fire  as  yoa  can,  and  try  to  keep  the  raacak 
OQ  board  below  till  we  get  alongside." 

The  boats  were  not  long  in  coming  within  haO, 
and  the  i^an  of  the  major  was  immediately  acted 
on;  with  the  diffidence  only>  that  Trevor  insisted 
on  gnng  in  one  of  them,  as  it  was  the  service 
of  danger  leaving  his  seiqgeant  in  command  of  the 
nuining  military  on  sborcj  with  directions  ta 
support  the  moveaaents  &[  the  boats  by  keeping  np 
s  diarp  fire  at  all  who  appeared  on  the  deck 
ofthevesfleL 

la  the  mean  time  the  brig  advanced  slowly  on 
^orada  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  where  the  boats 
^^<Bis  lying  to  intercept  her. 

The  vi^lant  bushranger,  however,  who  surveyed 

VOL.  I.  Q 
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the  pieparatiooB  made  for  his  receptloD  with 
cool  and  delibeiBte  e;e.  waa  well  aware  that  if  1 
petsiflted  in  attempting  to  force  hia  way  oat  throuf 
the  enemies  who  were  assembled  to  gr^et  hii 
the  chances  would  be  prodig^otulj  agair 
hifi  BuccesB. 

He  had  only  riz  fbllowera,  making  with  himse 
seTen  in  number ;  whereas  the  party  in  the  boi 
conld  not  be  less,  as  he  calculated,  than  twen 
persons  or  more,  many  of  whom,  he  could  s< 
were  solcUers ;  and  bendes,  there  was  a  par^  ol 
dozen  soldiers  at  least  on  the  top  of  the  rock  at  1 
entrance,  in  a  position  to  sweep  bis  deck  w; 
their  fire.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  y 
clear  that  while  his  enemies  remained  bother 
was  by  iar  the  weaker  party.  His  game  therefi 
was  to  entice  the  boats  from  the  entrance 
the  passage,  and  if  possible  to  divide  them. 

He  was  inclined  at  first  to  run  the  gaunt 
and  take  bis  chance;  but  bis  usual  habit  of  c 
and  cautious  policy  prevailed ;  and  he  judf 
it  best  to  .endeavour  to  gain  time  and  wait 
the  breeze  to  freshen,  which  it  seemed  likely  to  ■ 
and  which  would  give  him  a  better  chance 
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baffling  the  boats  and  of  shoodng  through  the 
narrow  entnmce  of  the  bay. 

With  this  intent,  he  kept  the  vessel  steadilj  on 
ber  coQisey  the  sails  requiring  no  trimming,  as  the 
wind  was  nearly  fisur ;  but  when  he  had  advanced 
vidiin  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  boats  he  sud- 
denly changed  her  course,  and  directed  the  head 
of  the  vessel  towards  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay. 

^Nowfor  itr  called  out  the  mate;  '^we  have 
him  now.     Give  way,  boys  T' 

**StopP'  said  the  constable,  standing  up  and 
addressing  hia  commander,  who  was  in  the  other 
boat;  ^'don't  be  in  too  great  a  hurry;  depend 
upon  it,  Mark  Brandon  has  not  made  that  move- 
ment for  nothing:  he  has  some  design  in  it, 
in  swear.  Yon  see,  sir,  so  long  as  we  stay  here 
we  sve  sure  of  him,  for  he  can't  pass  us — he  sees 
that—- but  if  we  go  after  him,  we  may  not  catch 
him,  perhaps,  and  we  shall  leave  the  passage 
open." 

''  You  are  right,"  said  the  officer,  who  was  by  no 
means  offended  at  the  interference  of  the  consta* 
ble,  who  was  an  experienced  hand,  and  tfush 
expeditions  always  allowing  liberty  of  speech  and 

q2 
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of  advice  to  those  qualified  to  give  it;  "bn 
suppose  the  other  runaway  coavicts  diat  we  hsv 
bad  notice  of  should  come  np  and  join  die  part 
<Hi  board  the  brig  ?  They  might  be  too  atroog  fi: 
OS  then;  or  at  any  mie  h  wotild  coat  tbe  loss  i 
more  life  in  tbe  capturing  of  them." 

"That's  true."  Bud  tbe  constable;  "but  all 
8sy  is  this,  that  Mark  Brandon  has  not  made  tb 
move  for  nothing ;  he  is  up  to  some  doc^e,  depet 
upon  it." 

**  I  am  inclined  to  think,"  said  tbe  major  ;  *  tb 
our  Barest  plan  is  to  wwt  fer  him  here:  if  ^ 
leave  our  position  we  leave  tbe  passage  free,  m 
be  might  slip  through  before  we  could  come  < 
with  him.'* 

"  No,  no,  major,"  said  tbe  mate,  whose  he 
was  too  dear  not  to  see  at  once  the  best  ooome 
be  pursued  in  a  caae  requiring  nautical  skill  a 
judgment ;  "  it  will  never  do  to  atick  here :  i 
all  very  welt  so  long  as  there  is  but  little  wli 
because  we  can  be  on  him  before  he  can  h 
himself;  but  if  it  was  to  come  on  to  blcn* 
Btiffish  bree«,  d'  ye  see,  be  might  bang  tfaroi 
ns,  and  run  down  one  of  the  boats,  perhaps,  bel 
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«e  oould  be  Eboard  of  him.  My  advice  is  to  go 
dap  at  him.  Lord !  lire  are  enough  to  eat  him ; 
and  with  two  boats  he  can't  get  away  from  oa. 
There  he  goes  aboat  again:  you  see  what  he  'a 
after;  he 's  mancBUFring  for  the  wind  to  get  up, 
flDd  then  he  'U  pass  us  with  a  wet  foresail,  and 
leiFe  us  to  grin  at  him  i'' 

The  harangue  of  the  mate  was  received  with  a 
general  horrah  by  the  sailorSy  who  had  their  own 
wioDgB  to  avenge,  and  the  soldiers  showed  by  the 
restless  handling  of  their  firelocks  that  they  were 
not  less  pleased  at  the  prospect  of  getting  at  the 
posBesBors  of  the  brig;  although  the  habit  of 
militacy  diBCfpIine  prevented  any  oatward  express 
aion  of  thehr  inclination. 

^Why,"  oontinned  the  mate,  ^'we  can  take 
them  with  one  boat,  and  the  other  can  rem^ 
here,  to  oatx^  'em,  if  they  get  away  from  us.  If 
the  migor  will  say  the  word,  1 11  be  bound  to  have 
the  rascals  under  the  hatches,  with  onr  own  men, 
without  troubling  the  soldiers." 

**l  think  that  is  a  good  plan,  Mr.  Trevor,"  said 
the  nu^;  '' sailors  are  best  for  boarding.  But 
we  will  alter  Mr.  Northland's  plan  e  little, 
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way.  I  will  go  with  him  and  the  blue-jackets  ii 
chasG  of  the  vessel;  while  you,  with  your  ow: 
boat,  can  keep  Bteadily  od  in  a  straight  line,  so  a 
to  iatercept  her  either  way,  and  then  we  shall  b 
able  to  close  with  her  fore  and  aft." 

This  plan  was  instantly  adopted,  and  an  intei 
change  of  the  men  in  the  boats  having  bee: 
effected,  the  major,  in  command  of  the  blue-jacketi 
having  his  trusty  mate  as  his  lieutenant,  muiu 
diately  started  in  pursuit. 

These  arrangements  were  not  unobserved  b 
those  on  board  the  brig.  The  dimensions  of  tb 
bay  being  about  fire  miles  from  the  entrance,  an 
three  broad,  it  seemed  impossible  for  the  brig  t 
escape  one  or  the  other  of  the  boats,  although  th 
wind  was  most  favourable  for  her  manoeuvres,  i 
it  blew  directly  firom  the  north  towards  the  ope 
sea,  and  gave  the  advantage  to  the  vessel  to  male 
tacks  on  her  quickest  point  of  sailing  from  on 
aide  of  the  bay  to  the  other. 

But  this  game  the  bushranger  was  aware  cool 
not  last  long,  if  both  the  boats  did  their  du^,  an 
his  only  chance  of  escape  was  to  delude  thei 
into  pursuing  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  fxm 
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which  the  tear  wind  would,  enable  him  easily  to 
emerge ;  and  then^  as  he  calculated,  if  the  breeze 
woold  only  fi-eshen  a  bit,  he  should  be  able  to 
distance  the  boats,  and  get  out  to  sea.  As  to  the 
party  lying  in  ambush  for  him  on  the  rock  at  the 
entrance^  he  cared  very  little  for  their  opposition, 
as  the  worst  that  their  musket  balls  could  do  would 
be  to  riddle  his  sails  here  and  there ;  and  if  the 
wind  kept  up,  he  should  soon  be  out  of  their 
reach. 

Bat  when  he  saw  the  systematic  plan  adopted 
by  his  enemies,  he  began  to  fear  that  for  once  he 
had  met  with  his  match,  and  that  his  fistte,  so  far 
as  the  brig  was  concerned,  was  sealed.  With 
these  thoughts  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
poBBibUity  of  making  his  escape  to  the  shore ;  but 
be&re  he  did  that,  he  was  resolved  to  try  every 
possible  means  of  getting  the  brig  out  of  the  bay, 
other  by  stratagem  or  force.  An  unexpected 
accession  of  strength  seemed  to  favour  most 
opportunely  the  latter  plan. 

The  second  body  of  convicts  who  had  taken  to 
the  bush  as  the  ensign  had  informed  the  constable 
when  he  first  joined  that  party,  and  whose  escape 
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lud  CBoeed  the  ftathoritin  at  Hobut  Town  I 
despatch  the  uixiliaiy  detachment  of  wldiei 
□nder  aa  officer's  command,  had  made  Ant  yrn 
to  the  sontlieTn  part  of  the  island,  whidier,  th 
report  was,  Mark  Brandon  had  led  bis  fb 
k>wen. 

They  had  formed  part  of  a  road  gBog  statione 
about  rix  miles  from  Hobart  Town,  on  the  rot 
bejond  Sandy  Bay,  and  were  most  of  them  chara 
ters  of  the  worst  descriptioD,  having  been  retunu 
from  settlers*  service  up  the  country  to  govemmei 
employ,  on  account  of  bad  condact  and  insol 
ordination. 

It  was  the  monotonous  woi%,  the  restricb 
indulgences,  and  the  severe  discipline  to  whu 
ibey  were  sobjected  when  working  on  the  rose 
that  had  prompted  them  to  the  desperate  exp 
dient  of  taking  to  the  bush,  to  which  they  hi 
been  stimnkted  also  by  the  report  that  was  abro 
of  a  brig  having  been  tel^raphed  which  had  n 
come  up  the  river,  and  which  led  them  to  sonni 
that  its  capture  was  the  object  of  Brandoi 
flight  a  man  who  was  well  known  to  all  t 
pitoners  as  one  whose  cunning  in  <Sfliculties  ■: 
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dning  in  danger  ^ras  aofficient  for  the  succeasfbl 
execution  of  almost  any  enterpnae  howaoever 
Afficalt. 

By  cSnt  of  foreed  marches,  which  nothing  bat 
the  deare  of  liberty  could  haye  enabled  them  to 
wtain,  the  runaways  had  contrived  to  make  their 
way  to  the  southern  part  of  the  coast,  and  to 
Rack  the  hill  which  overlooked  the  bay — and 
vliich  was  the  same  on  which  Mr.  Silliman  had 
perfbrmed  the  part  of  a  native  with  such  dramatic 
eftct-4>y  dayli^ty  on  the  morning  when  the 
boats  commenced  their  active  hostilities  against 
tile  brig. 

For  some  time  they  were  doubtful  how  matters 

HUnd,  and  which  was  die  party  of  Mark  Brandon«- 

tliatin  the  boats,  or  in  the  hng ;  and  they  watched 

the  proceedings  of  both  parties  with  intense  interest 

fiom  their  covert  behind  the  crest  of  the  hUl. 

But  when  the  brig  neared  that  side  of  the  bay 

vhere  they  were  concealed*  and  the  rising  sun 

glandog  on  the  polished  fixelocks  revealed  the 

ptesence  of  the  military,  they  had  no  doubt  of 

^  presence  of  enemies  in  that  quarter;   the 

more  especially  as  the  ensign  standing  up  in  the 
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boat  betrayed  in  a  moment  by  his  dress  t 
demeanour  his  soldierly  character. 

They  could  see  only  four  or  fiTe  figores 
board  the  brig,  which  confirmed  tbem  in  tt 
belief  that  it  was  in  the  possession  of  2£ 
Brandon,  who  was  reported  to  hare  taken  to 
bush  with  half  a  dozen  followers.  Fired  with 
prospect  of  escape  which  this  state  of  thti 
afforded  to  the  runaway  conncts,  and  seeing 
disproportion  of  strength  between  the  attack 
par^  in  the  boats  and  the  small  number  wb 
they  concluded  to  be  on  board  the  brig,  they  i 
at  once  that  if  they  could  add  their  additic 
numbers  to  Mark  Brandon's  force  they  might 
able  to  beat  off  the  boats,  and  fij^t  their  i 
snccesafully  to  the  open  sea.  A  consultation 
immediately  held  between  them. 

They  found  that  all  their  party  were  in 
efiGcient  state,  notwithstanding  the  fiitigue  of  tl 
forced  march  through  the  bush,  which  notl 
but  the  fear  of  ptusuit  and  the  desperatioi 
their  condition  could  have  enabled  them  to  ] 
form.  They  had  among  them  one  musket 
five  fowlin^piecei,  vbidi  thej  had  contriTec 
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porioin  previoos  to  their  escape  from  camp, 
8  dozen  axes.  They  had  no  doubt  of  finding 
more  aims  on  board :  once  there,  they  felt  smre  of 
the  result.  But  how  to  apprise  Mark  Brandon  of 
dke  arriyal  of  friends— that  was  the  point  ? 

It  was  proposed  that  one  of  them  should  endea- 
nmr  to  swim  on  board ;  but  that  experiment  was 
rejected  as  too  hazardous.  Another  suggested 
tint  a  signal  abould  be  made  to  the  brig  from  the 
shore;  but  that  course  it  was  feared  was  as  likely 
to  attract  the  observation  of  the  boats  as  of  the 
▼easel,  and  then  their  project  would  be  defeated: 
besides,  how  was  Mark  to  know  from  whom  the 
ngnal  proceeded — ^from  fidends  or  foes? 

The  attempt  of  communicating  with  the  brig 
tBo^t  have  been  altogether  baffled  if  one  rogue 
more  ingenious  than  the  rest,  who  had  been  a 
long  time  in  the  colony,  and  was  well  acquainted 
iritb  bosh  expedients,  had  not  thought  of  making 
a  baik  canoe  after  the  manner  of  the  natives, 
wfaidi  would  enable  one  of  them  to  get  afloat  and 
reach  the  vessel.  This  idea  was  unanimously 
^fpnfwedf  and  half  a  doxen  immediately  repaired 
to  a  doater  of  stringy-bark  trees,  which  were 
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tAserved  aboat  a  qonter  of  a  mile  o%  h 
holbw,  sheltered  from  the  cold  and  boistet 
■onth  winds. 

One  of  them  being  mooDted  oc  the  shonlder 
the  rest,  cat  the  bark  horiiontall;  all  round,  wi 
die  same  operation  was  performed  bdow;  t 
^tting  the  batk  in  a  vertical  direclioa  from 
to  bottom  of  each  cut,  they  peeled  the  batk  fi 
the  tree,  which  came  off  in  a  single  piece,  al 
ten  feet  long,  (jiatfaering  np  the  two  enda,  t 
tied  them  firmly  with  sach  materials  as  tbej 
aboat  them,  at  either  end,  so  as  to  prevent 
adnusrion  of  water,  and  the  madiine  then  ] 
sented  the  appearance  of  a  long  and  ou 
caooe,  in  which  two  men  eoold  sit  easily, 
which,  from  its  shape  and  frail  manu&cture, 
liable  to  overtnni,  or  to  split  at  the  aligti 
impediment. 

.  Hie  man  who  had  anggested  ihs  exped 
▼olanteered  to  make  his  way  on  board, 
"whether  he  was  drowned  or  vrtietber  be 
diot,"  he  said,  **  made  little  odds,  kr  he  was  t 
of  his  life  of  sUrery,  and  he  woold  as  liere  di 
tire  any  longer  in  sQch  a  wreb^ed  state." 
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Two  branches  were  cut  down  and  shaped  as 
well  as  the  hurry  and  circumstances  permitted,  to 
serve  as  paddles,  and  the  man  putting  the  canoe 
on  his  shoulder  and  taking  the  paddles  under  his 
aim,  went  stealthily  down  to  the  edge  of  the 
water.  Having  launched  his  canoe,  and  crept 
into  it  carefiiUy  without  his  shoes,  to  prevent  its 
upsetting,  he  balanced  himself  in  a  sitting  posture 
in  the  centre,  and  by  the  aid  of  his  paddles  pro- 
pelled his  light  bark  over  the  water  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  brig. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

TBB  BUSHBAiraBR'e  NEW  8TRA.TAOBH. 

Tbb  canoe  lay  so  low  in  the  water,  and  the  1 
boats  were  so  intent  on  the  moTements  of  ' 
brig,  and  the  brig  of  them,  that  it  entirely  escaj 
the  notice  of  both  parties ;  but  as  it  was  direc 
in  the  coune  of  the  vessel,  the  man  on  the  lo< 
ont  forward  presently  sung  ont  to  the  hnsbrang 
who  was  aft  attending  to  the  steering  of 
vessel,  that  "  there  was  a  canoe  right  ahead  wit 
man  in  it" 

Brandon  had  scarcely  time  to  put  the  fat 
hard  np  before  the  brig  was  close  upon  the  f 
machine,  and  at  the  same  moment  the  man  in 
canoe  rec(^inng  a  fellow-prisoner  on  bos 
called  to  him  by  name.     His  comrade  witbi 
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hesitation  threw  a  rope  to  him,  which  its  occupant 
instantlj  securing  round  his  body,  he  was  pulled 
oat  of  his  canoe  and  dragged  for  a  few  moments 
astern  as  the  vessel  continued  her  course. 

When  he  was  hauled  up  on  board  he  quickly 
eiplained  to  Brandon  that  there  were  eight-and- 
twenty  of  them  ashore,  some  with  fire-arms,  and 
all  with  weapons  of  some  sort  or  other  ready  to 
join  them,  and  to  take  their  chance  on  board  the 
hrig. 

Mark,  who  was  as  quick  as  a  bandicoot  and  as 
conning  as  a  plalyplus  in  perceiving  and  avoiding 
danger,  was  not  less  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
all  opportunities  in  his  own  favour  without  regard 
to  the  interests  or  safety  of  those  whom  he  made 
use  of  fcMT  his  purposes.  Despairing  of  making  his 
way  out  by  force,  but  seeing  at  once  the  advantage 
of  making  a  diversion  so  as  to  draw  off  one  of 
the  boats  from  the  pursuit  of  the  vessel,  be  pre- 
tended to  hail  the  news  of  such  an  accession  of 
atrength  with  delight,  and  proposed  that  the 
messenger  should  without  delay  assemble  all  his 
comrades  on  the  beach,  fix)m  which  the  brig  would 
manage  to  take  them  off  by  means  of  ropes  and 
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other  contriTaDcea,  vhich  he  would  iDveot  hj  1 
tune  they  were  ready  to  avul  tlieiiwelre«  of  thei 

To  this  effect  he  kept  od  his  cootse  towards  1 
land  till  he  had  arrired  within  lesa  than  a  qoar 
of  a  mile  of  the  beach,  and  then  nif;ii^  1 
messenger  to  do  his  best  in  swimming  (xi  sbo 
he  dropped  him  into  the  water,  and  taming  I 
Tessel's  head  round  on  the  other  tat^,  shot  orer 
the  fbrther  side  of  the  bay. 

The  hoisting  of  the  man  on  board  irom  t 
canoe  which  had  been  just  visible  on  the  sarfi 
of  the  water,  bnt  which  had  turned  over  with  t 
jei^  of  hia  being  pulled  out  of  it,  and  was 
longer  to  be  seen,  was  not  onobsenred  by  t 
Ti^hut  mate,  who  was  standing  up  in  the  bo 
sod  who  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  meani 
of  it ;  and  which  was  rendered  more  puzzEi^ 
the  vessel  running  the  needless  risk,  as  it  appeal 
to  him,  of  keepii^  so  close  in-Aore; 

He  kept  his  eye  on  the  epo^  and,  shortly, 
saw  a  something  which  he  presently  made  oat 
be  a  man  emeige  from  the  water,  and  make  '. 
way  rajndly  op  the  slope  of  the  bare  hill.  Stn 
with  this  circumstance,  he  bade  the  men  1^ 
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their  oani  a  moment  while  he  pointed  out  the 
olgect  to  the  major. 

^What  can  be  the  meaning  of  that?^  said  the 
nuyor :  <^ that's  a  man  making  his  way  up  that  hill 
as  plain  as  can  be ;  but  whether  it  is  a  native  or 
not,  is  more  than  I  can  telL'' 

**  Whatever  it  is^**  said  the  mate,  '^  I  saw  him 
come  out  of  the  water  in  that  direction,  and  he 
must  have  come  out  of  the  brig ;  where  else  could 
lie  come  fiom  ?* 

**  There  he  goes/'  said  the  constable :  *^  now  he 
has  disappeared  over  the  top  of  the  hill.  What 
tbe  deuce  is  the  meaning  of  this?  Some  new 
dodge  of  Mark's.  Depend  upon  it,  whatever  Mark 
does  he  has  a  reason  for  it ;  but  what  his  game 
is  in  B*>tuiifig  that  chap  over  the  hill  beats  my 
gnessiiig.'' 

*  Can  it  be  to  see  what  we  have  done  with  the 
gills  at  our  fortress  ?*  asked  the  major  of  the  mate, 
with  some  anxietjr — natural  under  the  circum- 
stances. ^'  There  is  only  that  poor  fellow  Silliman 
to  protect  them." 

^No  fear  of  harm  there/'  said  the  constable; 
''if  the  young  ladies'  sentinel  only  keeps  himself 

VOL.  I.  R 
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dose,  and  bIiowb  the  miuzle  of  his  muBket  thioaf 
the  barricade  at  the  cave's  mouth,  no  nngle  su 
will  venture  to  attack  him;  but  after  all,  tl 
man's  leaving  the  vessel  ia  tiut  way  meant  som 
thing.  Hark  ie  as  Ml  of  tricks  as  a  banted  foi 
but  what  this  new  move  is,  is  more  than  I  a 
teU." 

"  Never  mind,"  exdaimed  tlte  mate ;  "  doi 
lose  time  in  guessing;  our  businesB  is  to  g 
possession  of  the  brig,  and  have  her  we  most ;  i 
you  see  we  are|regulariy  chasing  her  into  a  com< 
and  we  must  bring  her  to  close  qnarteis  at  lai 
and  then  we  will  at  her,  and  honah  for  die  fii 
in !    Now,  my  men,  ^ve  way." 

"Stay,"  said  the  constable;  "ke^  the  bo 
steady  a  moment  longer.  I  see  a  body  of  a» 
coming  over  the],hill ;  there  are  twenty  or  thir 
of  them.     What 's  the  game  now  P" 

"  I  see  them,"  said  the  mate ;  "  and  look  ]  d 
brig  has  gone  about  to  meet  them.  Halloa  I  v 
shall  have  a  spree  by-aad-by  I  If  those  chape  a; 
Mark  Brandon's  friends,  and  they  get  aboard  t) 
brig,  we  shall  have  more  woi^  to  do  than  v 
reckoned  on.    And  here  conies  the  scddiers*  boa 
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puDing  with  all  their  might :  hold  hard,  my  sons : 
the  soldier  cxffioer,  I  suppose,  wants  to  speak 
tDiu.'' 

*HaTe  yon  observed  that  body  of  men?"  said 
tlie  ensign  eagerly  to  the  major  as  his  boat  came 
Vf  alongside.  ^*  From  all  appearances  they  are 
fiiends  of  those  on  boards  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  are  the  other  body  of  prisoners  escaped 
fiom  camp.  If  they  join  those  who  are  on  board 
diey  may  prove  too  strong  for  us :  I  have  counted 
nearly  thirQr  of  them." 

'^  Bless  your  heart  T  said  the  mate,  *'they  will 
male  no  difference;  it's  only  a  little  more 
fighting,  and  it's  all  in  the  day's  work  I  Why, 
ndi  fellows  as  those  can  do  nothing  when  it 
comes  to  downright  hard  knocks.  We  can  take 
'em  easy*  Hulloal  what's  that  lubberiy  bush- 
langer  doing  with  the  brig,  knocking  her  about 
that  way !  Going  about  again — ^what  's  that  for  ? 
Isn't  he  going  to  take  the  other  fellows  on  board? 
No:  he's  about  i^;ain.  Major,  we  are  only 
losing  time ;  we  had  better  make  way  and  join 
him  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay ;  we  must  have 
him  then.'' 

b2 
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"Those  fellows  'on  shore,"  sud  the  msjo 
"  may  be  making  their  way  to  our  fortress.  Don 
you  think  your  party  on  the  rock  would  be  wt 
employed  in  making  head  against  them  befo 
they  do  mischief?" 

The  ensign  eagerly  caugfat  at  the  suggestio 
There  was  no  knowing  what  outrage  a  band 
desperate  miscreants  might  commit  on  defencele 
women.  Their  only  proteclioo  at  present  w 
Mr.  Silliman ;  and  the  party  of  soldiers  on  the  roi 
'  was  at  least  half  a  mile  from  the  fortress, — a  loi 
distance,  as  he  had  already  learned,  in  the  pat 
less  bush. 

"I  will  make  my  way  back  to  the  rock,"  ] 
said,  "and  direct  the  sergeant  to  march  his  m 
against  this  new  body  of  marauders.  If  it  be  doi 
promptly,  it  may  hare  the  efiect  of  preventii 
tbeir  junction  with  their  friends  on  board  ti 
brig." 

"Do  so,"  said  the  major:  "we  will  lay  on  o 
oars  till  you  come  back ;  and  then  as  the  brig  ca 
not  escape  us  now,  we  will  attack  her  in  coace 
uid  bring  this  affiur  to  a  conclusion.  The  ugbt 
the  two  boats  tt^ther  may  perhaps  frighten  t 
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nscaby    and  cause    them  to  surrender  without 
bloodshed." 

^Not  he^"  sud  the  constable,  as  the  ensign's 
boat  left  them.  **  If  you  think  Mark  Brandon 
irill  let  himself  be  taken  without  fighting,  you  are 
mistaken,  I  can  tell  you  that  Mark  will  have  a 
tosde  for  it,  depend  upon  it ;  but  I  think  we  have 
bim  at  last.  I  don't  know,  though;  he  has  so 
many  schemes  in  his  head — ^has  that  man — ^that 
you  nerer  know  when  you  have  £;ot  him  and  when 
yon  haven't.  Afker  all  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
be  was  to  slip  through  our  fingers — sure  as  we  are 
of  bim.'' 

**  Neyer  fear,"  said  the  mate,  rubbing  his  hands 
impatiently,  '^  I  only  wish  I  was  as  sure  of  the 
command  of  an  East  Indiaman  as  I  am  of  grabbing 
tbattascal.  I  wouldn't  give  up  my  chance  for  • ,  • 
Seel  the  fellows  on  the  beach  are  £;oing  back; 
and  now  the  brig  goes  about  again.  Ha  I  they 
Ke  it;  and  now  they  are  coming  down  to  the 
beach  again.  What  is  all  that  backing  and  filling 
for?  Is  the  brig  £;oing  to  take  them  on  board  or 
notr 

''That's  more  than  any  of  us  can  tell,"  said  the 
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coDBtable ;  "nobody  knows  Mark's  plans  but  him 
seLf :  but  depend  on  it,  whatever  he  does,  is  dom 
with  a  reason,  lie  is  watching  us  now,  ant 
knows  what  we  are  about  as  well  at  we  do  our 
sdves,  I  *11  be  bound.  He  has  seen  the  ensiga*! 
boat  join  as,  and  go  away  again  towards  the  rod 
where  the  other  party  of  soldiers  is,  and  I  '11  swea 
that  he  knows  at  this  minute  what  it's  for.  But  wh; 
be  waits  for  the  soldiers  to  attack  his  fellow-prison 
ers  on  the  beach  is  more  than  I  can  telL  Yoi 
might  as  well  try  to  fitthom  the  middle  of  tb 
sea  as  Mark's  deepness." 

"  Our  friend  Trevor  has  reached  the  rockj"  eaii 
the  major ;  "  I  see  the  men  saluting.  Now  he  i 
giving  his  orders;  now  they  move  on.  That' 
rig^t,  double  quick  time  my  mm.  Now — I  loe 
ught  of  them ; — I  see ;  they  are  going  to  take  thi 
rascals  behind,  and  hem  them  in  between  them 
selves  and  the  sea.  Only  twelve  file,  thougl] 
However,  they  are  soldiery  and  the  others  ar 
ragamuffins ;  so  there 's  force  enough ;  and  the 
can  fire  three  times  fen-  the  others'  once.  Hev 
comes  Trevor,  again.  Now,  my  boys,  we  sbd 
wut  no  longer ;  the  brig  can 't  escape  us.     Wi 
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will  board  her  while  the  red  coats  engage  her 
attention  in  another  way.  Hard  case  this,  Nortbr 
land,  to  be  obliged  to  take  our  own  vessel  again  bj 
ibrce  of  arms." 

"  Force  of  anna !"  said  the  mate  disdunfiilly^ 
and  with  a  contemptnous  motion  of  his  hand 
towards  the  brig;  '*  force  of  a  fiddlestick!  Those 
fellows  will  never  stand  us;  we  have  only  to 
show  ourselves  on  board.  And  suppose  they  do 
fight?— all  the  better.  I'm  blest,"  said  he,  with  a 
jofvial  grin  at  his  brother  blue-jackets, ''  if  we  am't 
all  of  us  getting  rusty  for  want  of  a  scrimmage! 
Hurrah!  here's  the  red-coats!  Now,  major,  I 
sappose  we  may  be  moving  V 

The  breeze  from  the  north  in  the  mean  time 
had  freshened  considerably,  and  it  threatened  to 
blow  hard,  so  that  the  advantage  on  the  side  of 
the  brig  was  considerably  increased,  and  she  made 
her  way  so  rapidly  through  the  water  as  to  give 
hope  to  the  Bushranger  that  he  should  be  able 
to  baffle  his  enemies  by  her  speed  of  sailing. 
The  boats  however  neaied  him  every  minute,  and 
he  made  up  his  mind  to  make  a  dash  through 
them  with  the  fair  wind  which  he  had  in  his  favour 
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— when  one  of  those  changes  occurred,  bo  freqae 
at  that  season  of  the  year.  The  wind  sudden 
hiUed;  the  boats  set  up  a  cheer,  and  puUt 
i^orouslj  to  their  mark.  They  were  within  half 
nule  of  the  brig  when  a  bhist  of  tur  Irom  tl 
high  hills  on  the  other  side  of  the  bay  suddeo 
filled  her  sails,  aud  she  again  shot  through  tl 
water. 

At  this  time  the  party  of  coDvicta  on  shore  hi 
caught  sight  of  the  soldiers  coming  dowo  up< 
them  over  the  bare  hillti,  and  they  hastily  r 
treated,  keeping  within  reach  however  of  tl 
margin  of  the  bay,  in  the  hope  of  being  taken  c 
board  the  brig. 

But  the  wind  now  began  to  blow  from  t 
quarters  of  the  heavens,  and  it  was  impossible  £ 
the  brig's  crew  to  lend  their  assistance  to  tho 
on  shore,  even  bad  they  been  willing;  and  : 
Brandon  had  accomplished  his  object  in  makii 
use  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  the  diverac 
which  he  desired,  and  had  succeeded  in  drawii 
away  the  party  of  soldiers  which  had  been  st 
tioned  on  the  rock  at  the  entrance  of  the  pas 
age,  he  would  have  had  no  otijection  to  rec^i 
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Aem  on  board  bad  tbe  opportunity  been  af- 
fiuded  to  bim.  Bat  it  was  too  late;  it  was  as 
much  as  be  could  do  to  attend  to  the  sails  and 
flieering  of  tbe  brig^  feebly  assisted  as  be  was  by 
lus  companions,  unused  as  tbey  were  to  man- 
cnivnng  a  vessel. 

In  the  mean  Ume  the  retreat  of  the  convicts  on 
diere  had  drawn  tbe  sergeant's  party  round  the 
bay  to  the  further  ude,  and  a  few  shots  were 
^tly  heard,  indicating  that  the  fray  was  be* 
ooming  serious  in  that  quarter. 

The  elements  also  seemed  to  be  mustering  up 
dieir  strength,  and  a  squall  firom  the  south-east 
tmtxDg  round  the  brig,  drove  her  furiously,  and 
before  those  on  board  could  trim  the  sails  or 
annd  the  danger,  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  There 
ms  a  low  sandy  shoal  stretcbing  from  the  shore 
fir  into  the  water,  towards  which  the  brig  was 
piopeUed  rapidly.  There  was  no  help  for  it. 
The  bushranger  saw  that  all  exertion  was  vun;  all 
^pe  of  escaping  by  the  brig  was  lost. 

Making  up  his  mind  on  the  instant,  with  the 
npA  decision  for  which  he  was  so  remarkable, 
and  which  in  an  honest  course  of  life  might  have 
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nuBed  Mm  to  high  fiirtane  and  distinctioD,  h 
Bommoned  up  allhia  energy  to  bear  the  bitter  dii 
appointment  vith  fortitude.  He  knew  that  if  h 
allowed  his  mind  to  be  depreaeed  by  the  &ilun 
his  ideas  would  become  clouded  and  hia  inveii 
Uon  blunted,  so  as  to  lessen  his  chance  of  escap 
from  the  imminent  danger  which  now  hung  ore 

In  a  very  few  minutes  he  had  formed  in  h 
head  a  new  scheme,  by  which  he  calculated  h 
might  make  terms  for  himself  in  case  of  ei 
tremity;  and  in  any  eren^  he  coondered  I 
oonld  take  to  the  bush,  and  wait  for  anothi 
chance,  though  he  did  not  disguise  &om  himse 
that  taking  to  the  btub  was  a  desperate  exp< 
dient,  and  to  be  had  recourse  to  only  in  case  i 
the  &ilure  of  all  other  meam  of  safety.  He  hi 
no  sooner  made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  best  thii 
to  be  done  under  the  ciictmistances  than  he  si 
about  its  execution. 

He  immediately  collected  in  the  cabin,  whic 
at  the  moment  was  the  place  most  easily  got  a 
all  the  combostibles  that  he  conld  readily  bet 
together^  whicfa,  with  the  assistance  <^  his  cos 
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panioiifl^  was  qnickfy  done,  and  he  then  disposed 
it  80  as  to  be  readily  fiied,  taking  care  that  the 
materials  were  so  placed  as  to  make  as  large  a- 
Utte  as  possible.  The  sight  of  the  biig  on  fire 
be  calculated  would  cauae  his  pursaers  to  occupy 
theiDBelYes  in  the  first  place  with  extinguishing 
die  flames,  without  busying  themselves  about  him, 
which  would  give  him  time  to  execute  his  ulterior 
project 

He  had  scarcely  made  this  arrangement,  and 
piepaied  himself  and  his  companions  for  leaving 
the  vessel,  when  the  brig  struck  violently  on  the 
ahoal^  and  swinging  round,  while  the  mainmast 
went  by  the  board  with  the  shock,  presented  her 
btoadride  to  the  sands. 

Mark  Brandon  instantly  set  fire  to  the  lumber 
in  the  cabin,  and  then  descending  the  ship's  sid^ 
rith  his  confederates,  they  made  their  way  to  the 
t<^  of  a  low  hill  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
shore. 

In  pursuance  of  the  {dan  which  he  had  formed, 
3nd  knowing  well  that  numbers  are  an  inccmve- 
nienee  in  the  bndh,  unless  so  great  aa  to  defy 
Attack,  which  in  the  pieaent  caae  was  out  of  the 
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qnestion,  be  immediatelj  selected  two  men  ( 
whom  he  thought  he  could  entirelj  depend,  u 
vbo  had  not  the  abill^  to  outwit  him,  but  c 
whose  dogged  courage  be  could  relj;  and  at  tl 
same  time  he  directed  the  remaining  four  to  loi 
no  time  in  joinii^  the  party  who  kept  up 
running  fight  with  the  seigeant's  party 
soldiers. 

"  Our  only  chanee,  my  mates,**  he  said,  "  ia 
keep  together;  but  we  must  try  to  draw  off  tl 
attention  of  the  soldiers  in  the  boats,  and  lei 
them  in  a  different  direction.  Tell  our  friends 
keep  op  the  ^ht  and  retreat  towards  the  oort 
while  I  mil,  with  Jim  and  lU^r,  ^tice  tl 
boat  party  to  the  westward.  And,  do  yoa  si 
that  high  hill  yonder;  quite  in  the  distance — mi 
be  s  dozen  miles  off,  or  more  ?  Well ;  rally  row 
that  hill,  and  before  night  I  will  meet  you  thei 
and  then  we  can  coosalt  together  as  to  the  be 
course  to  be  taken.  See !  the  soldiers  hare  tnmi 
our  party  of  Mends  somehow,  and  they  are  t 
treatii^  inland.  The  seigeant^s  par^  will  u 
follow  them  &r;  it's  only  for  every  man  to  m^ 
thp  best  use  of  his  legs,  and  get  at  once  into  tl 
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bosh.    Now,  my  vaen^  start,  and  do  the  buamesB 
deverlj,  and  leave  me  to  do  mine/' 

The  fiwT  sabordinate  ru£Bans,  unable  or  unwill- 
ing to  dispute  the  direction  of  a  leader,  whom 
tbej  had  become  accustomed  to  obey  as  much 
Snm  the  superiority  of  his  force  of  mind  as  by 
their  voluntaiy  adoption  of  him  as  their  chie^ 
lost  no  time  in  following  Mark  Brandon's  diieo- 
tioosy  and  in  a  brief  space  they  had  joined  their 
new  companions,  and  given  them  the  word. 

But  the  soldiers  in  pursuit  had  pushed  them 
too  closely  to  allow  them  to  put  Mark's  advice  in 
execution,  and,  by  a  quick  militaiy  movements 
they  contrived  to  place  the  convicts  between  their 
five  and  the  water ;  and  the  fugitives  thus  turned, 
were  driven  in  the  direction  of  the  burning  brig, 
towards  which  the  boats  were  rapidly  hastening. 

**  It  will  do^"  said  Mark,  as  he  cautiously  peered 
over  the  top  of  the  hill  and  observed  the  progress 
of  affiurs  below;  ^'it  will  do;  and  now  for  my 
woik.  Roger,  tread  like  a  native:  there  must 
be  no  noise.  Jemmy,  my  man,  wind  yourself 
^K&er  me  like  a  snake;  sharp's  the  word;  but 
there  must  be  no  sound — not  a  word  spoken ;  and 
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mind,  tbe  report  of  a  musket  would  min  all  i 
plan." 

So  Baying,  he  proceeded  by  a  drcaitona  rot 
and  at  as  rapid  a  pace  as  possible,  to  the  bi 
part  of  the  rock  which  had  formed  the  site  of 
major's  temporary  encampment  the  jnvced 
night,  and  the  exact  locally  of  which  he  1 
marled  from  the  light  of  the  bivouac  fires  wh 
had  been  made  on  the  occasion  of  the  jonctioi 
the  ensign's  party  of  soldiers  with  the  ship's  a 
of  the  brig.  The  bushranger  went  on  with  c 
fidence ;  and  conscious  of  his  powers  in  plots  : 
stratagems,  with  a  sort  of  joyous  prescience  t 
his  artfiil  and  diabolical  plan  would  be  successf 

It  is  necessary,  however,  to  return  to  the  sci 
of  the  advancing  boats  and  the  devoted  ves 
from  the  stem  windows  of  which  vdamesofsmi 
and  flame  now  broke  oat  with  appalling  fury. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 


THE  SKIBMISH. 


It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  mingled  rage  and 
sorrow  of  the  mate^  when  he  beheld  the  gallant 
little  brigy  which  he  had  brought  safely  fifteen 
thoasand  miles  over  the  sea  firom  the  other  side 
of  the  globe,  with  its  mainmast  lying  shattered  on 
die  deck,  and  its  stem-ports  evolying  clouds  of 
anoke  and  flames,— the  wicked  work  of  the  igno- 
ittce  or  the  malice  of  the  pirates. 

All  the  epithets  of  execration  which  nautical 
or  other  phraseology  could  furnish,  were  lavished 
CQ  the  rasdally  bushranger  and  his  villainous  crew. 
Bcgarding,  as  the  affectionate  seaman  did,  his 
ship  as  his  mistress,  and  personifying  it,  as  sailors 
love  to  do,  as  a  thing  of  life,  he  felt  the  ravages 
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inflicted  on  her  beftudM  frame  as  much  almort 
wounds  on  his  own  hody. 

Nor  was  the  major  lees  exasperated  at  the  k| 
of  hie  burning  vessel,  on  board  of  which  i 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  fortune,  and  which  a 
seemed  consigned  irremediably  to  the  flames, 
ib^t  the  bushrangeiB  and  ererything  else,  in 
all-abBorbing  deare  to  save  his  property,  ■mtb 
which  life  would  be  to  him  a  weaiy  exile  indi 
in  the  colony  of  Van  Diemen's  Land. 

The  ensign,  also,  was  quite  alive  to  the  r 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  his  antitupi 
&ther-)u-law,  and  he  ui^ed  his  rowers  to  put 
their  utmost  Btrength,  in  order  to  reach  the  ve 
before  the  pn^ress  of  the  flames  should  rendei 
assistance  hopeless. 

But  of  the  three,  the  mate  was  the  most  ei 
getic  in  his  action,  as  he  was  most  eloquent  in 
exclamations : — 

"  Give  way,  boys,"  he  sud,  as  he  stood  np, 
endeavoured  by  the  motion  of  lus  own  bod; 
add  impetus  to  the  movement  of  the  boat ;  "  | 
way,  as  you  would  save  your  souls  !  Oh, 
infernal  rascal !    To  set  fire  to  herl    What  h 
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bid  the  poor  little  brig  done  him,  I  should  like  to 
know?  The  dirty,  sneaking,  cowardly,  shore- 
going,  long-tailed  blackgoard ! — ^There  goes  the 
aeigeant  after  the  other  fellows!  Pepper  them 
well,  my  lads;  stick  it  into  'em ;  they're  all  alike ! 
Tliere  comes  more  smoke  firom  the  stem  port- 
hsAea !  It 's  only  smoke,  perhaps,  after  all  I  No : 
it's  flame  too !  Give  way — bend  to  it;  stretch  to 
it;  that's  the  stroke;  harrah!  now  she  goes! 
Shouldn't  I  like  to  put  out  that  fire  with  the 
labbedy  carcasses  of  the  yillains !  Hanging 's 
too  good  for  them,— the  murdering^  fire-raising 
Aieres  I  Harrah !  my  boys,  we  are  just  on  her. 
Hold  hard;  jump  ashore;  no  ceremony;  follow 
me." 

So  saying  the  mate,  seizing  a  rope  which  was 
haogii^  fix>m  the  bowsprit,  quickly  dung  himself 
on  deck,  and  was  followed  with  cordial  prompti- 
tode  by  the  crew  of  the  brig,  and  with  not  less 
alacrity  by  the  sailors  belonging  to  the  government 
boatb  As  in  all  cases  of  difficul^^  and  danger, 
where  the  most  skilful  and  courageous  are  instinc- 
tively looked  up  to  for  advice,  he  at  once  assumed 
die  direction  of  those  on  board. 

VOL.   I.  8 
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"  Major,  make  half  a  doten  fellows  dear  ai 
the  mast.  Carpenter,  cone  along  frith  me.  ( 
tbe  buckets,  and  pus  them  aft  down  the  cc 
panion-ladder.  Bo;^,  get  the  swabs  and  soak  ' 
well;  and  quick!  be  alive  I  111  tij  to  find 
way  down  below,  if  it  'a  a  thing  that  *»  poasible 

Thrice  did  the  sturdy  mate  endeavour  to  fc 
his  way  through  the  smoke  and  fiames :  and  thi 
was  he  repulsed  by  the  heat  and  vapour.  Bu 
last  he  was  able  to  reach  the  cabin  do<x',  and 
contrived  to  throw  in  a  few  bodeta  of  water : 
was  relieved  by  the  carpenter,  who  in  hia  t 
was  compelled  to  retreat;  and  in  this  way 
crew,  taking  it  1^  toms,  were  able  to  withstand 
a  brief  space  the  stifling  effects  of  the  smoke« 
to  deluge  the  cabin  with  water. 

In  the  mean  time  tbe  sergeant's  pstt^ 
driven  the  convicts  close  to  the  brig,  and 
ensign,  seizing  the  opportunity,  added  his  i 
&rce  to  that  of  the  assailants,  and  hemmed  in 
prisoners  on  the  beach,  in  a  hollow  crescent,  c 
to  where  the  brig  was  burning. 

"Surrender  yoniselvesr  he  called  oat;  ** 
have  no  chance  of  escape ;  yon  see  we  are 
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fltrang  for  yon.    Smrender  joorselves,  and  trust 
to  the  go?eni0r^8  meicy.'' 

lliere  -was  a  paase  for  a  moment  on  either  side. 
Tbe  conTicts  looked  at  one  another,  and  looked  at 
Ae  soldieiB.  There  were  only  nineteen  against 
tbem;  and  their  own  party,  by  the  accession  of 
tbe  fixir  from  the  brig,  was  raised  to  thirty*two. 
It  was  nearly  two  to  one  in  their  fii;TOQr;  and  the 
fcur  muskets  of  their  new  comrades  were  an  im- 
pcntaot  addition  of  strength.  But  their  habitoal 
dread  of  the  militaiy,  and  the  smart  of  the  wounds 
wiiich  one  or  two  of  them  had  already  received, 
made  them  waver  in  their  determination.  At  last 
one  of  them  acting  as  spokesman,  came  a  step 
ferward,  and  asked,  ^  IS,  on  surrender,  their  lives 
would  be  spared?" 

^  I  have  no  authority  to  promise  that,"  replied 
tbe  officer ;  **  but  as  my  desire  is  to  prevent  the 
shedding  of  blood,  I  will  promise  to  make  the 
most  finroorable  representation  of  your  submission 
to  the  governor;  but  your  surrender  must  be 
unconditional." 

^  What 's  the  use,''  said  one  of  the  convicts  to 
lus  Mows, ''  of  having  our  lives  spared,  as  you 

s2 


260  TBB  BUBBOBH. 

call  it?  If  thej  aie  spared,  we  sliaU  be  seat 
Macqaarrie  Harbour,  and  that 's  worse  than  deal 
If  we  can't  get  our  liberty,  let  us  die  where  ^ 
are.  We  are  two  to  one,  and  it  'b  hard  if  we  ca 
beat  those  soldiers :  the;  are  onlj  men  like  oi 
selves ;  and  when  it  cornea  to  close  qnarters,  o 
man  is  aa  good  as  another.  I'm  fin:  ^hti 
it  ont,  and  takingbnr  chance." 

"  If  we  can  only  make  our  way  to  the  h 
which  yon  can  see  from  the  top  of  the  rid 
there,"  said  one  of  the  men  from  the  brig,  " 
shall  meet  with  Mail:  Brandon  and  two  more,  a 
then  we  may  be  able  to  hare  a  try  at  the  ves 
again,  and  get  clear  off— who  knows?  Tht 
may  be  luck  ibr  ui,  as  well  as  another." 

"  I  wish  Mark  Brandon  was  with  us,"  ( 
claimed  sererat ;  "  we '  want  a  leader  ;  then 
nothing  to  be  doue  without  a  leader,** 

"  If  Mark  was  with  us  he  would  soon  hatcl 
scheme  to  oatwit  that  young  officer,  there.  I 
us  take  our  chance,  and  try  to  jom  him ;  we  c 
but  surrender  at  last" 

"  Hurrah,  then  !  let  us  make  a  msb,  and  bn 
'through  the  soldiers; — if  we  can  get  into  t 
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bushy  we  shall  be  more  of  a  match  for  *em.    Now^ 
then,  altogether  l^ 

With  a  loud  hurrah  the  prisoners  fired  a  volley, 
and  mahing  forward,  made  their  way  through  the 
soIdierB,  killing  one,  and  wounding  two  more. 
Bat  they  had  received  a  deadly  discharge  firom  the 
kw  whose  position  in  fix>nt  enabled  them  to  take 
aim  with  effect;  the  soldiers  at  the  sides  of  the 
short  crescent  being  prevented  firom  firing,  firom 
the  consideration  that  if  they  did,  their  balls  were 
likely  to  take  effect  on  their  comrades  opposite. 

Three  of  the  prisoners  feU  on  the  beach ;  but 
the  main  body  effected  their  retreat  over  the  brow 
of  a  low  hill,  hotly  pursued  by  the  soldiers,  who 
were  exasperated  at  the  death  of  one  of  their 
comrades.  Their  escape,  however,  did  not  avail 
them  long;  for  as  the  country  was  nearly  bare  of 
trees  in  that  direction,  they  were  exposed  to  the 
practised  aim  of  the  military. 

Three  more  prisoners  were  the  sufferers  by  this 
nmning  fire,  both  parties  hastening  forward  at 
their  best  speed.  But  the  prisoners,  who  were 
weaiy  and  footsore  with  their  long  and  hurried 
journey  firom  the  camp,  were  outstripped  on  this 
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occaaion  by  the  Boldieis ;  and  had  not  the  httt 
been  delayed  in  their  pursuit  by  their  occasioE 
halts  to  reload,  and  by  the  habit  of  military  pi 
dfflOD  Trhich  caused  them  to  keep  together,  th< 
would  BOOD  hare  overtaken  the  runaways,  ai 
have  brought  the  matter  to  a  sharp  couclusic 
As  it  was,  the  prisoneis  might  have  succeeded 
effecting  their  escape  had  not  an  unexpect 
obstacle  stopped  their  further  pn^jress.  This  v 
the  inlet  of  the  sea,  branchii^  out  of  D'Enti 
casteaux's  cbanneL 

The  en^n,  at  the  instigation  of  the  constabl 
had  edged  away  to  the  lei^,  by  which  mancEuv 
he  forced  the  prisoners  to  ccmdnue  their  fli^ 
more  towards  the  right,  whither  they  w( 
gradually  propelled,  till  they  were  stopped 
the  broad  part  of  the  inlet  in  which  the  coofi 
ble's  boat  had  taken  shelter,  and  In  which  : 
cess  the  ensign's  boat  had  afte 
fiiBt  pursuers. 

The  prisoners  saw  the  trap  ii 
been  diiren  too  late ;  they  fbu 
closed  in  the  angle  formed  by  i 
one  side,  and  the  inlet  on  the  o 


THB  8XIBUI8H.  268 

lincj  which  now  advanced  in  order,  forming  the 
base  of  the  triangle*  Withont  giving  them  time 
to  lecover  themselves^  the  officer  instantly  sum- 
moned them  a  second  tune  to  surrender,  and  see- 
ing that  they  turned  round  in  an  attitude  of 
offence,  he  at  once  gave  the  word  to  fire. 

Three  volleys  firom  the  military  disabled  four- 
teen of  the  mnawaySy  and  their  numbers  being 
now  reduced  to  twelve,  Trevor  gave  the  word  to 
charge,  when  the  prisoners,  bewildered  and  panlc- 
stmck,  aQowed  themselves  to  be  taken  without 
resistance. 

Being  disarmed,  and  bound  with  their  hands 
behind  them,  they  were  carefiiUy  secured  on  the 
spot;  and  as  the  number  of  wounded  was  too 
laige  to  be  transported  to  the  bay,  the  officer 
despatched  half  a  dozen  of  his  men  back  to  the 
boats  at  the  bay  with  orders  for  the  larger  one  of 
the  two  to  be  immediately  brought  round  by  the 
government  sailors,  in  order  that  the  captured  run- 
aways might  be  transported  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible  to  Hobart  Town,  where  the  wounded  could 
receive  the  necessary  medical  assistance,  and  the 
whole  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 
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Od  questioning  the  prisoDers,  he  leamt  firon 
some  of  them  who  were  dow  willing  enough  u 
make  terms  for  themeelves  by  any  diaclosures  thej 
could  offer,  that  Mark  Bnudon  was  to  meet 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  hill>  which  they  pointec 
out  in  the  distance;  and  that  the  soldiers  woulc 
be  sure  to  find  him  there  if  they  did  their  offict 
warily,  as  Hark  would  have  no  suspicion  of  theu 
having  been  set  after  him. 

This  prompt  betrayal  of  their  associates  by  thi 
sneaks  who  trembled  for  tbetr  own  skins,  while  i 
inspired  the  disgust  with  which  it  could  not  fail  ti 
strike  an  honest  man's  heart,  abated  considerably 
the  commiseration  which  the  ensign,  as  a  bravi 
soldier,  could  not  avoid  feeling  for  the  sufferingi 
which  he  was  compelled  to  inflict  in  the  execotiot 
of  his  duty. 

"The  dirty  scoundrels!"  said  the  constable 
"  they  would  betray  their  own  father,  most  a 
them,  for  a  glass  of  rum  \  And  this  you  see,"  h( 
8tad  to  the  ensign,  "  is  what  eaaUes  us  to  kee| 
them  down;  they  can  never  trust  one  another 
every  rascal  knows  that  his  fellow-rascal  woalc 
sell  him  if  he  had  the  opportimi^.     Do  yoi 
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know,''  he  continued,  '*  I  have  my  doubts  about 
Mark  having  intended  to  join  them  again.  If 
he  wanted  to  join  them,  why  didn't  he  do  so 
at  once,  and  while  there  was  a  chance  of  their 
bemg  able  to  resist  us  successfully?  That 
Mark  Brandon  is  up  to  some  dodge,  depend  on 
it:  00  doubt  he  set  the  ship  on  fire  that  we 
might  busy  ourselves  about  putdng  it  out  without 
going  after  him;  and — that  hill?  let  me  see:  that 
lies  to  the  north,  and  if  Mark  takes  to  the  bush 
his  game  would  be  to  go  to  the  westward.  By 
George,  it  looks  veiy  like  it!" 

''Looks  veiy  like  what?"  asked  the  ensign. 

''Why,  you  see,  dealing  with  Mark  is  like  play- 
ing at  all-fours,  or  cribbage, — or  drafts,  more  like : 
it 's  all  a  matter  of  circumventing ;  but  I  'm  up  to 
his  game ;  I  Ve  been  afiier  him  before." 

"  And  what  is  his  game,  as  you  call  it,  now  ?" 

"Look !"  said  the  constable ;  "  here 's  the  north, 
and  there 's  the  west.  Now,  if  Mark  wanted  to 
draw  you  and  yovur  men  away  fi'om  himself  what 
could  he  do  better  than  tell  these  poor  devils  that 
he  would  meet  them  at  that  hill  yonder,  and  so 
egg  'em  on  to  fight  their  way  there,  and  you  after 
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them,  and  that  would  lesre  the  coast  clear  fa 
himself?" 

"  But  there  was  the  majoi^B  partj  to  watch  hini] 
•aid  the  ensign,  a  flush  comiog  over  his  face,  as : 
struck  with  some  sadden  thonght 

"  He  had  provided  against  that  bj  setting  th 
ship  on  fire ;  and  sailors  wonld  never  leav 
their  ship,  he  knew  very  well,  at  such  a  tinu 
to  go  after  all  the  biuhiai^TB  that  ever  wen 
out." 

"  Ton  think  then  that  this  Mark  Brandon,  if  h 
took  to  the  bush,  would  go  westward?"  sud  di 
ensign,  with  much  interest. 

*'  To  be  sore  he  would  I  Why,  he  never  woul< 
run  into  the  lion's  mouth  b;  going  on  the  roai 
back  to  camp ;  and  he  can't  go  eastward,  becansi 
there 's  the  broad  chaDoel  between  him  and  tha 
side  of  the  island.  No ;  he  has  started  off  to  th< 
west,  depend  upon  it,  and  be  is  going  to  tiy  hi 
chsDce  in  the  bosh,  and  that 's  why  he  has  allowec 
only  two  of  his  six  men  to  b«  with  him,  becaua 
be  knows  that  in  the  bosh  the  great  point  is  t> 
avoid  being  tracked ; — besides,  it 's  easier  to  fee< 
three  than  seven." 
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''if  he  has  gone  westward^''  said  the  enfiign, 
xoeditadiigly 

''No  doubt  of  it." 

^'  The  place  where  the  major  left  his  daii^hteiB 
18  on  the  west  side  of  the  bay  ?" 

"^  To  be  sue  it  is." 

''Do  yoa  think  he  woold  visit  it?" 

^  I  don't  know,"  said  the  constaUe;  ''it  would 
be  nmning  a  risk :  to  be  sore  there 's  only  that 
poor  Mr.  Silliman  there.  What  have  they  got 
with  them?  any  money,  or  watches,  or  trinkets ? 
any  thing  valuable  that  is  easy  to  be  earned  ?" 

"  I  rather  think  the  major  said  he  had  secured 
one  or  two  bags  of  dollars;  but  there  are 
the  young  ladies — of  more  consequence  than 
money." 

"I  donH  know:  women  are  all  veiy  well  in 
thdr  way,  but  they  are  dreadful  troublesome  in 
the  bush.  I  don't  think  Mark  would  be  bothered 
^th  them.  He  likes  a  pretty  gal,  though,  if  all 
stoiies  be  true,  and    .    .    •    •" 

"Could  you  engage  to  take  charge  of  these 

pnaoners,"  said  the  ensign^  suddenly,  "  if  I  left 
yoa?" 


"Ay,  ay:  leave  your  aei^eant  here  with  h 
party,  and  1 11  engage  to  take  care  of  them.  ^ 
have  *em  now  as  safe  as  bricks.  Toa  are  goii 
after  Mark,  thenT 

"  I  think  that  unless  we  take  him  we  shall  e^ 
hut  half  our  oligect.  I  will  give  instnictioiis  to  tl 
sergeant,  and  leave  you  in  chai^.  The  corpor 
and  his  two  men  will  go  with  me." 

"  Take  care,"  sud  the  constable,  as  the  ensi| 
hastily  took  his  departm%,  "that  you  don't  lot 
your  way  going  back :  a  man 's  easily  lost  in  tl 
bush,  especially  a  new  hand." 

"  Now,  corporal,"  said  TVevor,  "  we  ma 
put  our  best  1^  foremost;  our  work  is  m 
half  done  yet  Are  you  In  good  marchii 
cxderP* 

The  corpora]  answered  for  himself  and  his  mc 
gladly,  preferring  much  the  roving  and  ezdtii 
life  of  such  expeditions  to  the  dull  monotony  i 
barracks  and  diuly  drill;  and  full  instnictioi 
having  been  left  with  the  constable  and  the  se 
geant  in  antidpation  of  all  accidents,  Trevor  s 
out  on  his  way,  his  mind  filled  with  the  mo 
lively  ^iprehensions  of  alarm  &r  the  fiUe   < 
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Ellen  and  her  sister,  should  the  bushranger 
take  it  into  his  head,  for  any  purpose  of 
plunder  or  violence,  to  visit  the  place  of  their 

retreat 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

HB.   aiT.i.THfAM  VA-gian  A  DECUIBjLTIOR. 

The  sisters  in  the  care  suffered  the  deepest  anxiety 
daring  the  events  which  have  been  related ;  bat 
as  their  &ther  and  Mr.  TreToi  had  exacted  from 
them  the  promise  that  they  vould  not  on  any  ac- 
comit  quit  the  protection  of  their  covert,  but  vrail 
vith  patience  the  issue  of  the  conflict,  they  ivere 
precluded  from  attempting  to  aacertun  what  wai 
going  forward  in  the  bay ;  and  their  ignorance  o: 
the  posture  of  afikirs  between  the  bushrangers  anc 
their  own  friends  added  to  the  punfiihiess  of  theii 
apprehennons. 

"  Could  not  you  climb  that  tree,"  asked  Looia 
of  Mr.  Silliman,  who  was  asmduonsly  keeping 
guard  at  the  entrance  behind  the  bulwark  of  dew 
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r,  whidi  had  been  erected  for  their  defence^ 
''and  fee  what  they  are  doing ?^ 

^IVe  had  enough  of  climbing,"  replied  their 
seatinely  with  a  raefiil  countenance,  at  the  re* 
meoubnince  of  his  reception  by  the  opossums; 
^but  to  oblige  you  I  would  do  it  with  pleasure, 
(nly,  as  I  have  been  left  here  by  the  officer,  as  a 
flort  of  sentry,  you  see,  Misa^  I  am  doing  military 
duty,  as  it  were,  and  a  soldier  must  not  quit  his 
pott" 

''I  thought  yon  prided  yourself  more  on  being  a 
nilar,''  said  Louisa,  with  that  sweet  smile  which 
the  sex  are  always  ready  to  exhibit  when  they  want 
anything  to  be  done  for  them;  ''and  sailors  are 
afarajB  such  good  dimbers." 

''I could  dimb,"  replied  Jeremiah,  with  enthn- 
aiasm,  ^'anything  for  you.  Miss  Louisa,  if  it  was 
the  Uggest  tree  on  all  the  islandl    But     •    •    ? 

^ Mr.  Silliman  is  right,"  said  Helen;  ''he  must 
not  leave  his  post ;  as  soldier's  daughters^  we  know 
that;  but  this  state  of  uncertainty  is  really  very 
painfbL  I  will  try  to  explore  the  inside  of  the 
cave.'* 

"  Don't  be  so  foolish,  Helen," said  her  sister;  "it 
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is  too  d&rk  for  you  to  see  where  you  are  going 
and  perhaps  there  may  be  savage  aniinala>  c 
snakes,  or  something." 

'  "  I  will  take  care  of  myself;  I  cannot  het 
staoding  still,  doing  nothing;  perhaps  this  plac 
has  an  outlet  at  the  back." 

Jeremiah  and  Louisa  were  left  alone. 

Jerry's  heart  had  been  exceanvelj  tonched  b 
the  amiable  manner  in  which  the  major's  yonngei 
dati^ter  had  recently  been  pleased  to  addrei 
him;  aod  her, preferring  to  remain  with  him  t 
accompanying  her  sister  on  her  exploring  ezped 
tion  seemed  to  him  a  fitvourable  toga.  His  hea: 
beat  with  great  bumps,  and  he  experienced,  as  I 
afterwards  described  it,  a  feeling  of  aUoverishnes 
which  convinced  lum  that  it  was  to  Louisa,  an 
not  to  Helen,  that  his  heart  was  entirely  devote<i 
a  fact  which  he  had  doubted  befbre>  never  havio 
been  able  to  make  up  his  mind  as  to  which  of  tb 
lovely  sisters  he  preferred.  But  his  present  symj 
toms  decided  him  as  to  his  jwedilection.  Oj 
[tfessed,  however,  with  die  pleasing  sensation,  L 
heaved  a  prodigious  sigh  1 

"What's   thatr  said   Louisa,  ready  to  tal 
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dttin  at  the  alightest  sound,  and  coining  closer  to 
Jerenuab.  Jeiemiah's  heart  beat  quicker  than 
ever!  As  he  characteristically  explained  the 
efflodon,  ^it  went  up  and  down  just  like  the 
steam-engine  in  the  Maxgate  packet  I" 

''It's  mer  said  Jerry,  pumping  op  another 
sigh,  and  looking  at  the  young  lady  with  eyes 
squeezed  into  the  extremest  point  of  tendemen. 

'You,  Mr.  SOliman?  Heavens!  what's  the 
matter?* 

''AhlMissLonisar 

^  Are  you  in  pain?"  asked  Louisa;  for  she  was 
a  kind  and  gentle  girl,  and  she  spoke  with  the 
sweetest  commiseration. 

''Ah,  Miss  Louisa !  the  wounds  which  you  have 
inflicted  on  •  •  .  •" 

*^  Tou  mean  the  opossums?"  said  Louisa. 

"  No,  Miss ;  it  is  not  the  opossums.  Sharp  as 
their  Utes  and  scratches  were,  the  wounds  that 
I  ieel  are  sharper  still  T 

**  Good  gradous  I  Mr.  Silliman,  what  do  you 
mean?" 

''Do  you  not  feel,"  said  Jerry,  "the  genial 
influence  of  this  beautiful  morning  ?    The  bright 

TOL.  I.  T 
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rajsof  the  bqd,  and  the  notes  of  that  melodio 
hiid,  vhich  the  ensign  sud  was  the  native  magp 
although  for  the  hie  of  me  I  can't  make  out  he 
that  can  be — but  I  suppose  it  is  so  .  .  .  ■  ." 

"  I  hear  nothing  at  present,"  replied  IJooii 
"  but  the  curious  cty  of  the  bird  that  Mr.  Tre? 
calls  the  laughing  jackass." 

*'  Think  onl^  of  the  agreeables,"  resomed  Jen 
"I  have  been  thinking  how  happj  two  peoj 
might  hve  together,  in  a  beautiful  cave  like  this 
loving  one  another!  and  listening  to  the  bin 
and  gazing  at  the  cockatoos  as  they  fly  abou 
-eating  the  wild  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  drinki 
the  water  from  the  spring  ....  all  love !"  .  . 

"  What !  without  any  bottled  porter,  Mr.  Si] 
man?" 

"All  love,  Miss,  and  a  little  bottled  port* 
This  is  a  beautiful  countty — Isn't  it?" 

"  You  have  not  had  a  veiy  beautiful  recepti 
in  it,"  observed  Louisa,  looking  round  for  } 
dster,  and  rather  desirous  to  avoid  a  declaiatii 
which,  with  the  instinctive  prescieoce  of  her  » 
she  felt  was  on  the  point  of  exploding;  "it  v 
hard  to  make  year  first  acquaintance  with  1 
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land,  bj  being  thrown  into  the  sea  by  those  wicked 
bushrangers  P  . 

^^It  was  hard,  that!  but  it  was  for  the  best; 
for  my  being  chocked  into  the  sea  was  the  means 
of  making  known  to. the  constables  and  soldiers 
that  the  bnshrangere  had  got  possession  of  the 

brig." 

^  Was  not  the  coining  to  life  again,  after  being 
drowned  almost  as  you  were,  a  very  curious  sen- 
sation?" 

**  Not  so  curious  as  the  sensation  I  now  feel. 
Miss  Louisa,  nor  nearly  so  delightful !    I .  . . ." 

^  Dear  me  I  I  should  have  thought  it  was  rather 
a  painfhl  one !  And  did  you  not  say,"  she  con- 
tinued, wishing  to  force  the  conversation  from  the 
pobt  that  Mr.  Silliman  was  obviously  seeking, 
''that  you  were  bitten  by  a  great  tarantula  spider 
as  big  as  a  cheeseplate  ?^ 

''It  might  have  bitten  me,  perhaps,  but  I  killed 
the  nasty  thing ;  —  but  do  you  not  think  that 
two  ....  '' 

"  And  the  scorpions !  Didn't  tbey  sting 
you?* 

"No;  I  escaped  them;  but  I  was  very  near 

T  2 
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dtting  down  <m  a  whole  nest  of  die  little  wretcl 
I  was  going  to  sajr.  Miss  Louisa  .  .  .  ." 

"How  horrible  it  must  have  been  when  ^ 
fbond  yonnelf  again  in  the  hand«  of  that  dread 
man  ! — Mark  Brandon,  is  n't  he  called  ?  and  wl: 
the  kangaroo  had  hold  of  you — gracious  I  W) 
you  not  frightened  ?" 

"  A  man,  Miss  Louisa,  is  not  eauly  frightene 
said  Jeremiah,  assuming  an  heroic  air.  "It 
not  aware  that  kangaroos  have  such  long  shi 
claw^  or  I  should  bare  killed  the  plaguy  beast 

"  And  when  tJie  hushranger  put  his  pistol  ii 
yoor  mouth — hesTens  1  what  a  mercy  it  was  tl 
it  did  n't  go  off !    Were  you  not  frightened  then 

"I  was  astonished.  Miss,  but  not  frightem 
A  man  to  whom  lovely  woman  looks  up  as  1 
protector,"  siud  Jerry,  putting  his  hand  to  ! 
heart,  "must  have  courage.  How  could  I  f 
yon  to  depend  on  me,  if  .  .  .  ." 

"  But  how  did  you  feel  when  Mr.  Northla 
caught  hold  of  your  I^?  The  mate  said  tl 
you  did  n't  cry  out,  but  stood  as  firm  as — I  fbt{ 
wliat  .  .  .  ." 
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*'Noy  Miss  Louisay  it  does  not  become  a  man 
to  ay  out  in  danger  like  a  woman :  of  coune  a 
woman  cries  out  naturally  when  she  is  in  a  fright, 
because  that  is  all  she  can  do ;  but  I  fired  off  my 
musket,  as  was  my  duty^  to  give  the  alarm.  But^ 
dear  Miss  Louisa,  this  is  not  what  I  want  to 
talk  to  you  about.  If  you  could  see  into  my 
heart,." 

^  Oh  I  have  no  doubt  I  should  see  a  great  many 
carious  things  I  but  I  want  you  to  tell  me  about 
the  opossums  •  •  .  •" 

''You  would  see  in  it  your  image/'  continued 
the  impassioned  Jerry ;  '*  and  your  beautiful  face 
engnnred  .  •  .  ." 

"  Dear  me !  that  would  be  comparing  it  to  a 
wooden  one!  But  I  wonder  what  is  become  of 
Helen?' 

^  She  is  not  wanted  at  this  moment.  She  is  very 
pcetty;  but  you,  dear  Miss  Louisa,"  said  Jerry, 
growing  dangerously  energetic,  ''are  prettier  still! 
You  are  indeed  I  And  I  always  thought  so — all 
the  way  out — ^though  I  never  told  you  so  I  I  never 
because  I  feared  I  should  offend  you  •  •  •  •" 
"  Where  can  Helen  be  ?— Helen!" 
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"  Don't  call  her,  dear  Miss  Louisa;  let  me 
jou  how  I  .  .  .  ." 

"  Reallj,  Mr.  Sillitnan,  I  'm  quite  fngfate 
that  Helen  does  not  come.  I  must  go  and 
after  her,  vhile  you  keep  watch  here.  Stay ;  1 
there  !  Is  not  that  smoke  rising,  a  long  wa; 
over  those  low  rocks  ?" 

"  What  is  the  matter?"  asked  her  sister,  reti 
ing  hastily  from  the  interior  of  the  cave. 

"  The  smoke,  Helen !  Do  you  see  the  amc 
ihere  .  ■  .  ." 

"  I  do ;  and,  listen  I  Was  not  that  the  soon 
muskets  firi&g  ?"  said  Helen,  ezdted. 

"  The  sound  of  firing?"  stud  Louisa,  trembl 

"  Yes,  the  sound  of  filing.  There,  agun 
am  sure  it  is ;  bat  it  is  a  long  way  off:  it  co 
&om  a  point  to  the  right  of  the  smoke." 

"  O  Heavens  1"  exclaimed  Louisa,  "  then  i 
are  fightiDg  at  this  very  moment,  and  dear  ] 
perhaps  is  killed !" 

"  I  hope  Greorge  will  not  he  rash  I**  no 
sdously  uttered  Helen. 

"  It  must  be  the  boats  attacking  the  toi^' 
Mr.  Slliman. 
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''What  can  the  smoke  mean?"  said  Helen, 
anxiously. 

''I  know  that  something  dreadful  is  happen- 
ing," said  the  timid  Louisa,  bursting  into  tears, 
and  sinking  on  to  the  log  of  a  tree,  which  had  been 
placed  in  the  cave  for  their  accooiimodation. 

^  Go,"  said  Helen,  to  Mr.  Silliman,  ''  and  try 
to  see  what  is  going  on." 

"  But  Miss  Helen,"  he  remonstrated,  "  remem- 
ber that  I  promised  not  to  leave  my  post." 

«  Then  I  will  go  myself,"  said  Helen.  «  Do  n't 
be  frightened,  Louisa;  Mr.  Silliman  shall  remain 
irith  you,  and  I  will  go  to  the  edge  of  the  bay, 
and  tiy  to  find  out  what  is  going  on.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  our  party  getting  the  better;  but, 
perhaps.  ....  But  the  shortest  way  is  to  go 
and  see."  So  saying,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
monstrances of  Jerry,  who  was  sorely  perplexed 
between  his  notions  of  gallantry,  which  prompted 
him  to  accompany  Helen,  and  his  sense  of  duty, 
and  his  inclination  also  to  remain  with  Louisa, 
the  spirited  girl  issued  forth  firom  the  cave  with  a 
ship's  cutlass  in  her  hand,  and  was  presently  lost 
to  their  sight  behind  the  rocks  and  bushes. 
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"The  smoke  grovs  tbicker,  but  Ute  firing 
more  fein^"  obaerred  Jerry. 

"  I  hope  nothing  will  h^ipen  to  Helen  r* 

"  There  is  no  danger,  Mise ;  the  bnshnuigers  i 
fiur  away,  to  judge  from  the  sounds ;  and  they  i 
there  ie  no  fear  of  meetbg  with  natives  in  t 
part  of  the  island." 

"  But  natives  perhaps  might  come  ?" 

"  I  wish  your  sister  had  not  gone,"  sud  Jen 
"  but  she  will  soon  be  back." 

There  was  a  pause  in  the  conversation  fin-  so 
time.  Ijonisa  was  anxious  and  nerroos,  t 
Jeny  was  endeavouring  to  contrive  some  mei 
of  renewing  the  declaration  which  the  retom 
&len  bad  interrupted. 

"  I  wish  you  would  have  the  kindness  to  su 
np  on  these  pieces  of  wood,  and  tiy  if  yon  i 
see  Helen,"  said  Louisa. 

Jerry  mounted  on  the  wood. 

**  I  can't  see  anything  of  her,"  be  said. 

"  Don't  yon  think  she  has  been  gone  loq 
than  was  necessary  T* 

"  She  has  been  gone  a  little  longer  than  I 
pected,"  replied  Jerry,  doubtingly. 
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^Had  you  not  better  go  and  see  after  her?" 
aud  Louisa,  anxiously. 

^  And  leave  you  alone.  Miss  Louisa  ?" 

**  If  you  wish  to  oblige  me,"  said  Louisa,  hesi- 
tating and  crimsoning  slightly,  ^*  you  will  do  what 
IwisL" 

^  I  will  go  directly,"  said  Jerry,  dismounting 
from  the  pile  of  timber.  *'  But  I  don't  like  to 
lesre  you  alone.'' 

''It  will  be  only  for  a  minute;  just  go  to 
the  other  aide  6l  that  rock  and  look  about 
jcm." 

^  I  will  run  there  and  back,  then,  as  fi»t 
m  I  can,"  said  Jerry.  ''  Take  this  pistol ;  you 
aie  not  afiraid  to  fire  off  a  pistol?  See,  it's 
qnite  a  little  thing,  compared  to  my  musket; 
ad  if  you  hear  any  sound  to  alarm  you,  let 
it  oBL  Not  that  it  will  be  necessary,  for  I 
flhaU  not  be  away  more  than  a  minute  or 
two,  and  yon  will  scarcely  lose  sight  of  me  all 
the  time.  Now  111  run  as  quick  as  I  can;  and 
when  I  come  back,  perhaps  you  will  allow  me 
to  .  .  .  ." 

**  Bun — and  run  quick,"  said 


Jerry  girded  np  hu  loins,  and  ran  enth 
oasticaUy. 

Louisa  lemained  at  the  entrance  of  the  ca 
behind  the  woodwork  for  Bome  time  listening  i 
tentively,  and  struuing  her  eyes  to  discover  h 
sister  or  Mr.  Silliman  coming  back;  but  to  I 
surprise  the  latter  did  not  return  as  she  expectt 
She  held  her  breath  and  listenedj  but  she  cou 
hear  nothing;  and  neither  her  sister  nor  Jei 
came.  She  had  her  right  arm  extended,  boldi 
the  pistol  as  far  from  her  as  possible,  and  in  no  i 
conuderable  fear  lest  it  should  go  off  widi  a  U 
rible  shock,  of  its  own  head. 

Id  this  posture  she  remained  for  many  minnb 
which  seemed  to  be  as  many  hours,  wuting,  ai 
listening,  and  trembling  with  apprehension.  S, 
cast  her  eyes  back  into  the  interior  of  the  car 
but  on  that  side  all  was  dark,  and  the  obocurity 
its  uncertain  recesses  chilled  and  frightened  b< 
She  began  to  experience  the  fear  which  is  apt 
overtake  the  timid,  and  especially  those  of  tl 
gentler  sex,  when  they  find  themselves  alone  ai 
exposed  to  unknown  danger.  She  tried  to  £ 
off  the  pistol ;  but  in  her  state  of  alann*   n 
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undentanding  how  to  set  the  lock,  she  pulled 
at  the  trigger  with  her  soft  and  feeble  finger  in 
vain ;  and  every  now  and  then  she  endeavoured 
with  anxious  eyes  to  penetrate  the  depths  of  the 
cavern,  whose  darknesB  filled  her  with  vague 
lean  of  some  native,  or  something*  on  the  point 
of  emeiging  from  its  recesses  I 

At  last,  her  fear  altogether  mastering  her,  and 
feeling  it  less  terrible  to  seek  for  her  sister  in 
the  bush  than  remain  where  she  was,  with  the 
courage  of  desperadon  she  clambered  over  the 
fortification  of  logs,  and  with  her  pistol  in  her 
hand,  which  she  feared  alike  to  hold  or  to  relin- 
qoiah,  she  rushed  towards  the  bay,  in  the  di- 
rection taken  by  Helen. 

She  looked  around  her,  but  she  saw  nothing. 
She  listened,  but  she  could  hear  nothing.  There 
was  a  high  ridge  of  rocks  between  her  and  the 
bay:  remembering  that  it  had  been  planned  that 
a  partjr  of  soldiers  should  be  stationed  to  the 
light,  she  ran  forward  in  that  direction.  She 
wandered  for  some  minutes,  lost,  and  confused, 
and  firightened  at  meeting  with  no  one,  when  on 
a  sadden  a  aight  met  her  eyes  which  stopped  the 
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CDirent  of  her  blood,  and  froxe  her  heart  -mitt 
herl 

Sba  coold  not  scream;  she  could  not  mow 
She  aanlc  down  behind  some  rocks,  and  with  ey 
grazed  with  tenor,  stared  throogh  a  cleft  at  tl 
appalling  scene  before  her  I 
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CHAPTEE  XXIII. 


THB  CAPTIVES* 


The  scene  before  her  eyes  was  of  a  description  to 
strike  with  terror  a  fir  stouter  heart  than  that  of 
die  gentle  Louisa. 

At  alitde  distance,  on  a  loose  piece  of  rock,  sat 

her  aster  Helen,  with  her  hands  tied  behind  her ; 

ofer  her  month  had  been  tied  a  silk  handkerchief, 

idiidi,  however,  had  slipped  down,  so  that  she 

was  able  to  breathe  fireely.    By  her  side  stood  a 

most  lepolsive  looking  man,  with  a  mnsket  which 

he  held  pointed  towards  her  in  a  threatening 

manner;  and  he  seemed  ready  at  the  slightest  cry 

or  motion  to  discharge  its  contents  through  her 

head.    Even  in  that  time  of  mortal  peril  the  heroic 

gill,  though  deadly  pale,  seemed  calm  and  col- 
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lected ;  and  although  her  beaatifiil  bead  and  u& 
fixed  and  motionlese,  reeembled  rather  a  piece 
marble  statuary  than  the  living  flesh  of  a  hum 
being,  there  tt&s  a  flashing  light  from  her  t 
which  revealed  the  stimng  thoughts  that  agita 
her  within. 

Not  &T  fi-om  her  sister,  and  exhibiting  the  t 
personification  of  surprise  and  fear,  was 
wretched  Jeremiah,  prostrate,  on  his  knees,  gagg 
with  his  bands  bound  behind  him,  and  turning 
eyes  sideways,  with  an  expression  which,  hai 
not  been  for  the  horrible  reality  of  the  dan^ 
would  have  been  ludicrously  doleful,  toward 
man  who  stood  guard  over  him  with  a  mus) 
the  muzzle  of  which  touched  his  ear,  and  w 
with  his  finger  on  the  trigger,  seemed  momenta 
inclined  to  relieve  himself  from  the  fiuiguing 
struot  of  such  a  posture  by  a  gentle  touch  wb 
would  fi%e  him  in  a  moment  fi*om  the  trouble 
guarding  his  ptisoner. 

"  Mark  is  a  long  time  away,"  said  the  man  i 
was  guarding  Helen,  to  the  other ;  "  we  are  loc 
time." 

"He  is  settling  the    young    one,"  said 
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ffipanion;  "I  thought  I  hi 
iw," 

"That's  the  shortest  way," 
rat  tHie  yrm  a  oice  gal."  H 
coliar  wink  with  the  other, 
d  setting  his  eye  at  HeleOj 
old  not  avoid  perceinng,  a 
iponded  to  by  a  peculiar  grix 
Mark  in  the  mean  Ume  hi 
■  the  purpose  of  getUng  possi 
lich  the  Major  bad  taken  fn 
lich  the  bushranger  wisely  ^ 
n  in  good  stead  at  some  futui 
the  excess  of  his  terror,  and 
jpinqui^  of  a  loaded  muske 
be  knew,  had  let  out  the  s> 
large  sum  of  money  depo 
lauUng  of  sovereigns  and  ( 
icealment  had  been  effect 
led  the  party,  he  had  bei 
re  than  the  money  was  depc 
Mark  bad  no  doubt  of  beiuj 
ingest  daughter  into  confess 
e  was  concealed ;  bat  to  hi 
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die  cave  vacant ;  and  after  a 
rnone;,  wluch  he  was  unabli 
his  mind  at  once  that  his  01 
&e  secret  ont  of  Helen :  and 
as  the  absence  of  Louisa  n 
dent,  he  hastilj  retained  to  1 
and  Jetemiah  were  held  in 
paoions. 

Hie  appearance  of  Marl 
the  terror  of  Louisa,  who  no 
lost,  expecting  every  mome 
eyea  of  the  ever^watchfal  b 
her  ont  amongst  the  rocks,  « 
Boddenly  dragged  from  her 
fiite  of  her  sister  I  Bat,  fort 
passed  in  such  a  direction 
from  his  view  as  she  lay  c 
hiding-place,  and  she  saw  hii 
Helen. 

MnHwg  a  ugn  to  his  c 
seemed  they  well  nndeistoc 
of  the  man  ^riio  had  been 
Helen,  and  who,  in  obedJen( 
tions  viach  Marie  gave  him. 
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supposed  that  be  was  solicit! 
a  joang  lady  of  his  acqtuun 
a  right  to  demand,  bat  wb 
requested  with  a  polite  dc 
rather  than  insisted  od  as  a  m 
he  had  the  power  to  enforce ; 
of  hb  companion  with  his  coc 
]^.  SilUman's  ear,  and  the 
Mark  held  in  bis  band,  wa 
Btration  of  possible  TJolenci 
strangely  with  the  bland  mani 
"  Miss  Horlon,"  he  began, ' 
to  say  anything  that  could 
lady's  word ;  but  you  must  ei 
understand  how  the  spot  wh 
deposited  the  dollars  that  Mr.  i 
of  can  be  unknown  to  you  I 
mediate  communication  of  th 
say,  will  save  much  trouble  tc 
yourself,  perhaps,  some  incon\ 
Helen  made  no  reply, 
"  It  is  quite  useless,"  pursi 
"  to  pretend  ignorance  of  this 
were  willing  to  forego  this  pr 
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ions  would  not  agree  to  it :  bo  that  you  see, 
e  Horton,  your  Tiest  course  is  an  immediate 
*al  of  the  truth.  That  man,"  he  coutiDued, 
bo  has  his  musket  at  your  fiiend's  bead,  is  one 
he  most  audacious  persoos  you  cao  possibly 
txiie,  and  there  is  no  saying  what  lengths  be 
ht  go  to  in  his  passion,  for  it  would  be  impos- 
:  for  me  to  control  him.  Jem  Swindell,"  he 
ed,  raising  his  voice  and  addroBsing  his  asso- 
e,  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  that  he 
r  much  calumniated,  "  take  your  finger  fixim  the 
^r  of  your  musket;  it  might  go  off  at  a  start, 
that  would  be  a  pity,  for  we  do  n't  want  to 
invenience  the  gentleman  more  than  we  can 
i;  besides,  the  report  might  ^ve  an  alarm, 
i:ti  is  best  avoided.  Mind  how  you  let  tbe 
imer  down  in  putting  it  on  half-cock,  for  it 
bt  slip,  and  then  the  poor  gentleman  would 
ire  the  contents  of  your  barrel  through  his- 
1,  which  is  &r  &ora  my  wish :  but  keep  it 
he  same  position.  Jemmy,  that  you  may  be 

y-" 

is  imposnble  to  describe  the  agony  of  poor 
miah  as  his  sentry,  at  the  intimation  of  Mark 
D  2 
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Brandon,  vhom  he  v 
for  the  coDsiderate 
armngemeat  with  tfa 
removed  the  immedii 
brains  blown  out  by 
dental  ablation  of 
Jemmj,  wbo,  despiti 
which  Marie  spoke  i 
ferocious-Iooking  ra 
bush. 

Bot  as  Helen's  eye 
tatily  turned  to  the 
hanniess  scqaaintaiM 
of  the  peril  to  which 
flection,  of  the  imn 
herself  was,  and  boii 
mercy  of  the  despe 
their  power.  The 
mind  were  visible  oi 

Mark  observed  th 
her  features,  and  be 
little  contrivance  to  i 
but  forcibly  the  desj 
had  succeeded.    He 
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;  bnskly,  irithoat  giTiDg  time  for  her  agitstioQ 
obaide: — 

Too  ma;  believe  me.  Miss  Hbrton,"  he  re- 
ed, "  -when  I  say  that  I  should  be  most  son^ 
Ee  joQ  placed  ia  the  po^tioD  of  ;ocr  friend 
e;  but  Trlukt  can  I  do?  You  see  mj  com- 
(ms  are  two  to  one  against  me,  and  the  money 

wiU  bave,  even  if  they  proceed  to  the  last 
unitiea ;  and  if  a  man  in  my  situation  might 
imie  to  offer  his  respectful  deferences  to  a 
>g  lady  of  personal  attractions  and  accomplish- 
tfi  sodi  as  yoa  possess,  I  would  entreat  you  to 
ve  that  your  life  is  what  I  would  endeavour  to 
:rve,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  my  own.  But  as 
il  before,  tbey  are  two  to  one,  sod  all  that  X 
]o  is  to  eodesToor  to  prevtul  on  you  to  reveal 
ilace  where  the  money  is  deposited,  without 
ing  sty  comrades — who  I  confess  are  rather 
1  in  their  loauaers—to  use  the  most  dreadftil 
IS  to  compel  you." 

le  aitfol  words  of  the  bushranger,  whom  the 
ible  had  not  inaptly  described  as  "  the  moat 
ing  devil  that  ever  got  over  a  woman,"  began 
>ve  an  effect  oa  Helen ;  and  she  could  not 
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suppose  thst  the  man  ' 
demeanour  so  respectftil 
of  language,  could  be  th 
he  leally  vaa. 

Besides,  his  mode  of 
unlike  what  she  had  pic 
circum  stances,  and  wh 
hands.  Instead  of  the 
instant  violence  which 
vas  met  with  the  most 
most  earoeat  de^re  ap 
personal  insult  Seei 
Brandon  was  in  this 
thought  that  she  might 
Her  principal  anziet 
her  sister.  Knowing 
nature,  she  feared  tha 
rereal  and  submit  to  all 
dreadful  death  which  v 
bushrangers.  The  poi 
gun  time,  in  the  hope 
would  send  assistance. 
the  consummate  art  t 
with  which  she  had  to 
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Mark  Brsadon,  on  the  other  hand,  vas  quite  aa 
tcb  alive  as  she  was  to  the  importance  of  time ; 
t  as  he  had  ulterior  designs,  which  she  could 
[  penetrate,  it  was  only  in  pursuance  of  his  plan 
X  be  now  endeavoured  to  arrive  at  his  object, 
t  of  getting  posBession  of  the  mooej,  b;  the 
dest  means :  and  he  had  his  reasons  for  treat- 
her  with  a  deference  and  attention  approach- 
almost  to  gallantry — his  loaded  fowling-piece 
ays  excepted — which,  bad  Helen  been  aware 
would  have  made  her  shudder,  and  would  have 
her  effectually  on  her  guard  against  his  in- 
lating  expresaiooB. 

t  is  to  be  observed,  also,  that  Mark  Brandon 
bad  the  address  to  make  bis  companions 
ue  Helen's  person  and  bind  her  hands,  so  that 
ivoided  coming  into  personal  coUisioa  with  her 
way  which,  he  was  aware,  could  not  fail  to  be 
emely  disagreeable  to  a  young  and  delicate 
and  which  was  sure  to  make  her  regard  her 
-esBors  with  aversion  and  horror.  According  to 
]wn  expression,  he  did  only  "  the  genteel  part 
he  business,"  leaving  to  minor  and  subordi- 
:  bands  to  execute  the  practical  parts  of  the 
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xnffianism;  and,  as  has  been  before  remai^t 
having  certun  ulterior  viewe,  not  only  aa  to  t 
money,  but  also  with  respect  to  Helen,  which 
£d  not  allow  for  the  present  to  be  apparent,  1 
was  anxious  that  she  should  not  conceive  a; 
irreconcilable  hatred  towards  himself;  but,  • 
the  contrary,  that  she  should  regard  hici  as  . 
unfortunate  and  perhaps  ill-used  man,  who  vi 
the  victim  of  neceauty,  and  who  was  desirous 
alleviate  the  hardships  of  her  iate  by  all  the  mea 
in  hie  power. 

Such  were  the  relative  positions  of  these  ti 
parties:  the  one,  with  the  ardour  and  hope 
youth  and  innocence,  fancied  that  her  own  pari 
tras  a  sufficient  shield  agabet  the  refined  dupUci 
and  the  consummate  viUuny  of  the  other — • 
whom  it  may  be  aaid  the  B|Hrit  of  a  Me^iiat 
pheles  had  been  in&sed  to  wd  him  in  hta  iniqi 
tons  designs. 

Helen  wished  to  gain  time,  and  wi&  that  vi* 
she  endeavoured  to  prohmg  the  conversation  :— 

**  I  thank  you,"  she  scud,  after  some  little  i 
fleGti<Hi,  "for  the  good  intentiooa  which  y 
express  towards   me ;   but   if  yoa    are  sinoei 
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ij  do  you  allow  my  hands  to  remain  bound 
hiod  my  back,  which,"  she  added,  "  hurts  me  V 
"It  is  a  severity  that  I  could  not  have  brought 
Fself  to  practice,"  replied  Mark:  "but  as  it  is 
De,  if  I  was  to  attempt  to  remove  the  cord  it 
luld  excite  the  suspicions  of  my  companiooa ; 
sides,  under  the  circuoistances,  I  assure  you  it 
best  fm  yourself  that  your  hands  should  be 
nfined,  for  if  you  were  entirely  at  liberty,  your 
;h  S[urit,  which  I  so  much  admire,  might  prompt 
a  to  make  attempts  at  escape  which  could  not 
»ibly  succeed,  but  which  would  stimulate  one 
those  men  to  commit  a  violence  on  you  which 
boold  deplore  as  much  as  yourself.  You  must 
tsider  the  confinement  of  your  hands,  therefore, 
a  protection  against  yourself  and  your  own 
irage;  aJthougb,  if  it  was  not  for  the  presence 
my  companions,  I  assure  you  I  would  release 
m  on  the  instant ;  and,  indeed,  to  see  you  in 
h  a  position  g^ves  me  more  pun  than  I  can 
sibly  expcesB.  But  yon  will  permit  me  to 
erve  to  you  that  you  have  it  in  your  own 
rer  to  put  an  end  to  it  by  informing  me  of  the 
X  wheie  tlie  money  is  concealed." 
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Whi]e  Marie  was  making  t 
which  he  endearoured  to  cod^ 
her  hands  were  bound  behind 
she  was  reduced  to  her  piese 
cesB  entirely  for  her  own  good 
ing  in  her  mind  the  remarkab 
he  made  no  mention  of  hei 
knew  as  well  as  herself  wh< 
deposited. 

It  struck  her  that,  perhaps, 
the  lengthened  absence  of  1 
^lliman,  had  ventured  &om  tl 
them,  and  so  had  escaped  bei 
bushranger.  The  posubili^ 
inspired  herwithhope.  Hera 
when  she  {uled  in  fimlipg  thei 
to  join  her  father.  In  that  ( 
Louisa  be  saved,  but  the  ne 
missing  would  certainly  cause 
spatch  some  of  the  soldiers  to 
by  that  means  they  might  be 
power  of  the  bnahraDgers. 

These  thoughts  tuged  her  tl 
endeaToor  to  gain  time:  and 
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vrbo,  I  &ar,  woold  not  tie 
^riiicb  I  observe.  It  is  ve 
obliged  to  insist  thus  pere 
owB  sake  I  entreat  you  to  : 
ihe  money  T* 

"  I  will  tell  you  nothioi 
**  before  I  know  what  is  be 
"  In  one  word,  then,  H 
you  the  exact  truth. — I  die 
the  cave :  doubtless  she  hi 
of  its  interior  which  I  hac 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
quite  safe.  Ton  may  easil 
I  tell  you  is  true,  by  leflecl 
had  I  seen  jour  sistei  I  co 
persuade  her  to  tell  me  wl 
^t  is,  without  osiog  aoy 
which  is  as  iar  from  my 
ID  regard  to  yourself  B 
Horton,  that  my  comrade 
trifled  with  in  this  matt 
cemed  myself  I  would  no 
others  who  are  engaged  wi 
tbe  padence  which  I  have 
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Louisa, — ^nor  to  me, — nor  ti 
vill  teU  you." 

"You  may  rely  upon  n 
"  If  harm  was  inteoded,  it 
already.  All  that  my  mei 
and,  coDfflderiDg  their  coad 
that  their  desire  is  excosal 
speak r 

Helen  paused  for  a  short 
that  oow,  more  than  ever, 
She  felt  assured  that  Louisa 
that  case  it  was  most  likely 
the  direction  i>f  the  soldiei 
cumstances  she  thought  thi 
part  was  allowable ;  and  fot 
time,  which  to  them  was 
perhaps  to  her  even  more  ib 
Brandon  to  look  in  a  recess  ■ 
entered  the  cave,  and  then 
bags — the  small  one  of  gold 
and  veiy  heavy,  of  dollars. 

Without  losing  a  moment, 
man  on  the  iook-out,  who  be 
aspect,   to  resume   his   posi 
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"  Bat,"  Bud  the  mm  who  had  the  coatM 
Helen,  and  swearing  a  terrible  oath,  "  have . 
wi]l,  or  else "     ,     ,     .     . 

"Of  conrae,"  said  the  ix 
ose  no  violence." 

**  I  tell  yoa  what  it  is,  it 
"aU  this  gammon  is  very  i 
the  gals,  but  it  won't  do  foi 
the  short  of  it  is,  we  most  dra 
^r  bosh  play.  Jemmy,  pi 
that  chap's  head,  and  bare 
tired  of  this.     What  do  yoa  i 

"And  BO  am  I  too."  sait 
Hark,  let  ua  koow  what  youi 
settle  this  chap,  I  suppose. 
But  as  to  the  gal,  I  'm  of  Ro{ 
let  us  draw  lots  for  her ;  and 
(me,  why  the  two  that  lose 
afterwards." 

"  Stay,"  cried  out  Brand 
coolly  going  to  put  his  thn 
unfoTtunate  Jeny  in  ezecntic 
another  chance.  Now,  Miss 
things  are ;    I  can't  keep  m 
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ir  vilL  It  IB  for  ;ou  to  say  what  shall 
ut  yon  must  decide  at  once,  for  I  cao't 
[J  farther.  Where  is  the  mooey  P" 
go  with  yoa  to  the  cave,"  scud  Helen, 
oloDged  the  result  to  the  last  possible 
od  who  now  saw  that  any  attempt  at 
don  was  useless ;  "  I  will  gu  with  you 
i,  and  show  you  where  the  money  is 
>nly  promise  me,"  she  said,  besito- 
lat  you  will  uot  use  any  violeuce.* 
ise,"  said  Mark. 

will  go  with  you,"  said  Grough,  "  to 
ly.  No  offence  meant,  Mark,  my  boy ; 
ve,  and  the  opportunity  P  All  on  a 
bush,  you  know,  Mark,  and  fair  play  'a 
no  gammon  with  us  :  better  draw  lots 

go" 

I,"  s^d  Mark,  who  had  his  own  reasons 
to  be  alone  when  be  made  prize  of  the 
ker ;  "  there  's  no  time  for  that  non- 
3  you  keep  a  good  look-out,  Koger, 
e  smoking  vessel;  we  may  have  the 
>wn  on  us  before  we  are  aware,  and 
lall  have  to  inn  for  it.      Let  us  only 
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get  the  moDey;  we  can  have  the  other  at  a 
time." 

So  saving,  be  proceeded  with  Helen,  stUl  w: 

her  hands  bound  behind  her,  in  the  directioD 
the  cave. 
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"  It  will  be  better  for  you  to  go  on,"  bi 
Marie. 

"  I  will  not  go  farther,"  said  Helen,  stoppi 
with  a  determined  air. 

"  Then  Grough  will  take  the  matter 
hsDd,"  taid  Brandcm. 

"  Vou  may  put  me  to  death,  if  you  w 
but  I  will  not  go  on  with  you  to  the  care." 

"  And  the  money  y  said  Maik. 

"  The  money  you  will  find  behind  the  ro 
at  the  back  of  therecess." 

"  You  did  not  say  this  at  fine" 

"  I  did  not,  became  I  ibfgot  at  the  mom 
that  the  bags  wiere  removed  fitun  the  fizst  jd 
in  order  to  hide  them  better." 

"I  will  tiy  agfun,  then,"  laid  Mark,  "  tznal 
entirely  to  your  wc»d :  bat  I  fear  my  comn 
are  growii^  savage." 

"  Conld   yon    not   ontie  my  haada  fin 
aaid  Helen,  throwing  into  her  appeal  jmt  t 
dight  tinge  of  earnest  and  confident  sop 
cation  which  has  ever  so  powe: 
men,    however    brutal,    when 
woman  in  winning  tones. 
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nly  '."   said   Marie,    readily.     "  But 

dded,  relactantly,   and   almost  soiv 

"their  eyes  are    upon   me,  and  it 

you  yonr  life.     I  assure  you,  Miss 

will  fiee  yonr  hands   and  youraelf 

>ment  I  can  find  the  opportunity; 

tent  it  would  be  dangerous,  for  those 

ally  consider  that  their  safety   de- 

yoor  bring  aecoTed.     And   now  let 

ilarly  request  you   not   to   make   a 

more  a  step,  for  I  could  not  answer 

lan  Girotigh,   nor   Swindell  neither, 

)  very  passionate  and  violent     They 

ot  that  poor  Mr.  Silliman  dead  on 

t,  and  then  Uiey  would  not  scruple 

1  as  diey  pleased.      For  your  own 

i&re,  be  still  and  silent." 

thus  cautioned   her,  and  it   being 

iseape  in    his  absence, 

d  within   nght  of  his 

d  with  all  speed  to  the 

joy,  found  the  money 

dging  from  the  weight 

d  that  the  smaller  bag 

B  2 


did  not  contain  less  tban  a  thoosand  or  i 

Bovereigns;  and  th 

as  much  as  he  coah 
With  respect  to 
bis  intention  to  : 
between  his  two 
looked  about  for  a 
plant  of  his  treasur 
tance  the  hollow  tn 
acquaintance  iritb 
night  before,  be  ' 
judging  it  to  be  a 
treasure,  he  gently 
of  the  hollow,  and 
fell  to  the  ground 
it  was  safely  stowe< 
with  tbe  bag  of  dol 
The  eyes  of  Jf 
devoured  the  mone; 
guessed,  to  about  a 
and  at  the  sugge 
taken  as  many  as 
carry,  the  bag  was 
don  and  Swindell 
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Grough  keeping  guard  the  while  over 
>  prisoners;  and  it  was  solemnlj 
Lween  the  three  that  it  should  be 
stweeu  them  at  some  future  time  in 
■es. 

latter  having    been    arranged,   they 
eir  attention  to  their  prisoners.    As 
no  time   to   lose,   they  resolved  to 
immediately  to    the    cave,  and  take 
stores  depouted  there  whatever  they 
at  for  their  nse  in  the  bush — trusting 
lance  of  being  able  to  surprise  some 
be  coast,  and  of  making  their  escape 
leans  from  the  colony.     Committing 
to  the  charge  of  Jemmy  and  Roger, 
;  Helen  under  his  own  care,  Brandon 
d  the  way  to  the  cave. 
Srst  care  was  to  remove,  as  i^uickly 
-es  which  they  thought 
;m  hereafler  to  a  con- 
to  bury  them  and  hide 
taking  careful  note  of 
All  this  they  did  most 
Their  next  step  was 


to  load  themielvea  «i 
and  Btores,  includin 
spirita:  but  here  a  di 
were  80  nnmerous  t 
benome  to  cany;  an 
in  the  bush,  one  of  i 
li^tly  laden. 

«  What  a  pity  it  ii 
have  no  donkeys  in 
lonjp-ears  just  now  w< 
us.  Aa  to  cairyinj 
1  can  never  do  it; 
pleaaore." 

"  The  bmndy  is 
rate,"  said  the  more 
remember  the  bottlei 
we  go." 

"  It  will  never  do," 
to  do  I  don't  know  ! 
it  goes  Bgainat  my  h 
I  say,  Mark,  what  ahi 
leave  such  &  lot  of 
rascals  of  aoldiera  t 
What  doyoueay?" 


BnUenMO,"  suggested  Mark, 
iiUiman,  "would  lure  the 
nir  prorisioDS  for  us.  And 
6  to  cany  anus  and  ammu- 
ild  not  be  an  incoiiTeDieiice 

capital  thought !  he  will  be 
iookey  I"  exclaimed  Jemm; 
if  his  approbation.  "  But  I 
there  be  danger  in  that? 
di?" 

ed  Brandon ;  "  besides,  as 
B  young  lady  with  me,  he 
ttvant" 

ndon,"  said  Giough,  "  that 
all  one  in  the  bush;  and  if 
le  gal  with  us,  we  must 
tid  at  fint  I  don't  see 
to  hare  her   more    than 

ne  it  to  the  young  lady 
,  "  to  choose  one  of  us ; 
I   must  abide   by   her  de- 
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**  That  is  &ir,"  said  Jemmj ;  "  that  gins 
all  an  equal  chaace." 

"I  don't  know  that,"  stud  Groogh.  "  Mi 
has  been  camying  her  over  already.  Hower 
1  don't  want  to  make  words ; — I  agree.'* 

"  Who  ehaU  propose  it  ?"  asked  Jemmy, 

"  I  will,"  said  Mark. 

"  No,  no !"  said  the  sospiciona  Grough,  "le 
have  it  all  fair  and  above-board — all  thj 
together," 

"Then  it  will  be  better  to  postpone  tJ 
question,"  sud  Brandon,  "till  we  make  our  h 
for  the  night.  I  don't  expect  that  we  sfa 
have  the  Major's  people  nor  the  soldiers  oa 
before  we  have  plenty  of  time  to  make  a  lo 
stretch  in-land.  The  Major  is  busy  about  1 
vessel — we  gave  turn  something  to  do  tbei 
and  the  young  officer  is  after  the  main  body 
our  fellows  out  by  the  hill,  that  I  pointed  « 
as  the  place  of  our  meeting." 

"  You  don't  Mean  to  go  there  ?"  said  Jemn 

"  I  think,"  replied  Brandon,  "  that,  unc 
the  circumstances,  it  will  be  best  for  na 
keep  t<^ether  by  ourselves:    too  many  at 
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\i£  bush  is  iDcoDTeoieDL  And  now, 
let  Ds  make  a  EtarL" 
Mr.  BnmdoQ  communicated  to  Mr, 
he  decisioD  of  the  bushrangeTB,  that 
accompany  them  in  their  retreat  in 
i^  of  a  pack-horse,  and  promised 
treatment  if  he  behaved  well  in  his 
nt,  that  wretched  individual  was 
)iced  than  otherwise  at  his  promo- 
anything  was  better  than  to  have 
:eable  musket  of  the  careless  Jemmj 
ereriastingly  set  at  his  head:  and 
■e  vras  life,  he  sagely  ai^ued,  there 
;  and  the  intention  of  the  bush- 
make  him  their  slave  showed  that 
10  present  dengn  of  taking  away  his 

uiesced,  therefore,  with  great  sub- 
id  his  hands  being  released  and  the 
mouth  a  litde  relaxed,  he  proceeded 
smmy  and  Roger  in  loading' himself 
1  alacri^,  and  with  a  readiness  to 
>th  prudent  and  philo- 
ion.     But  when   Mark 
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Brandon  intimatMl 

inteotioD  to  take 
once  refiiBed,  and 
Buder  death  than  i 
from  the  care. 

"  You  may  be 
siud  Marie,  in  his  n 
I  strenuously  oppo 
my  men  so  obstini 
was  imposedble-  fbi 
hregp  their  resolnti 
were  left  behind,  y 
to  your  puianera  od 
which  would  lead  t 
I  could  do  was  to  [ 
that  you  ahonld  re 
Silliman  after  we 
dbtance  from  this 
of  us  hopelesB." 

"  Is  it  possible  tl 
speak  truth  ?"  said 

"  The  slternatiTi 
"ia  too  dreadfiilfiw 
you ;  but  the  loss  o1 


m  Buch  a  Btai 
is  stronger  tl 
These  woi 
so  tender  ai 
could  not  b< 
power  over  1 
tageously  fbi 
Mark  Brand 
ceeded  in  ii 
actions  were 
and  that  the 
treated  was  t 
the  contrary, 
if  he  were  nc 
comrades,  ao 
in  strength,  i 
aguost  him. 


aware  of  the 
the  man  wbt 
fered  herself 
them  without 
observation  U 
"  Yoii  see. 
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would  be  the  next  sacrifice,  for  she  felt  tl 
would  be  impossible  for  her  to  avoid  screa 
oat  I  But  when  she  found  that  it 
intention  of  their  captors,  as  it  seei 
away  their  \irea,  and  that  Mark  ] 
dressed  her  sister,  as  she  observed, 
respectful  manner,  she  recovered  1 
dently  to  note  accurately  the  whol 
ceedings  that  met  faer  view. 

When  the  bushrangers,  takiog 
their  prisoners,  departed  for  the  < 
close  in  her  hiding-place ;  but  as 
advantage  of  being  able  to  see  w 
seen,  she  watched  them  till  they 
right 

Now  was  the  time,  she  thooght, 
and  to  endeavour  to  find  her  father  or  th 
diers.  If  she  kept  near  the  banks  of  th 
she  judged  that  she  most  fall  in  with  c 
other  of  the  party;  though  she  was  sai 
fear  lest  she  should  meet  either  bashrang 
natives  on  her  way.  Stimulated,  howevi 
the  danger  which  was  close  to  her,  and 
by  the  denre  to  save  her  sister  &om  the 
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rho  held  her  captive,  and 
>  wish  to  save  the  harm- 
Jeremiah  &om  the  fate 
lireateaed,  she  mustered 

he  never  looked  behind 
ntage  of  the  rocks  and 
ttttered  about,  to  screen 
irvation  of  her  enemies, 
of  fear  towards  the  spot 
ot  she  should  meet  with 
;  would  be  safe,  and  who 
1  to  hex  iter's  rescue. 


In  the  mean  time  tin 
active  o£Scer,  and  ablv 
of  the  vessel  and  the 
vigorously  engaged  in 
wbich  bad  been  kindli 
of  the  brig  by  Mark 
petrated  that  most  <j 
to  occupy  the  attentioi 
to  prevent  them  from 
to  him  and  to  the  inmi 
la  this  be  had  f 
busy  were  the  sailors, 
in  extinguishing  the  1 
the  dami^  that  had 


er  striking  on  the 
k  of  nothing  else 
which    they    were 

I  fire  proved  a  leas 
ad  hoped,  although 
igaited  con^nued 
me  time  after  the 

ver,  and  all  danger 
ilom  b^an  to  re- 
Lt  bells— that  ia  to 
17 ; — and  that  tfaey 
I  refreshment,  since 
in  8  bite  at  some 
was  by  no  means 
i'b  appetites  when 
tically  expressed  it, 

ore,  they  ngaified 
mid  take  it  as  a 
skipper  would  be 
o'clock;  it  being 
omnipotent  person 


on  board-sbip — the  captain- 
it  twelve  o'clock  every  da 
pleasure,  but  on  tbe  extr 
of  a  voyage  eastward  round 
either  an  extra  Sunday  or  a] 
on  some  one  week  of  the 
according  to  expediency, 
particular  convenience. 

As  the  Major  well  kn 
important  means  of  kecpin 
humour  is  to  feed  them  an 
he  forthwith  gave  orders 
bells,  according  to  the  re 
him;  and  as  the  bng's  cat 
be  sadly  out  of  order  froit 
storm,  which  Mark  Bran 
neither  the  time  nor  the  e 
gave  directions  for  making 
wood  on  the  beacb;  and 
from  this  extempore  ship'i 
party  at  the  cave  mistook 
the  vessel. 

The  dinner  from  the  ai 
brig's  beef  and  pork  went  c 
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I  of  mm  completed  the 

lod   the   jovial   sailors, 

food,  rushed  joyously 

was  to  get  the  brig  off 

bottom  of  the  gallant 
sboa]  where  she  struck 
that  there  were  hopes 
caped  uniajured.  The 
il  to  take  advantage  of 
irryiDg  out  an  anchor 
straJD  on  the  cable  from 
The  position  of  the 
I  awkward  one,  and  it 
and  exenJons  of  their 
rp  her  off  on  the  rising 
saiatance  of  both  boats, 
r  two  cables  attached  to 

the  perseverance  and 
i  mate,  who  bent  bis 
>rk,  and  by  the  liberal 
was  at  last  effected,  and 
ncc  more  afloat  on  the 
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boaom  of  the  w. 
down  again;  bu 
which  caused  tht 
nuumed  and  crip] 
mate  with  a  p 
counterbalanced  i 
of  his  affections 
flaontiness  on  hei 
Ah  I  poftf  thiDj 
shore  and  sunej 
yoa  see  what  has 
b;  letting  yosne 
it  wasn't  her  &u 
for  listening  to  th 
with  bis  sea-lawyt 
tailed  coat !  I  ou 
I  onght — and  thi 
trusted  those  long 
seaman-like,  to 
indecent  I  and  I 
foe  being  so  fiui 
looking  rascal! 
again,  my  beauty 
foresul  in  the  a 
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k  as  sauc;  aa  a  new 

)ne,"  said  the  Maj<n', 
Belf-aocuntocy  aod 
;     "  bow    shall    we 

i,"  replied  the  mate. 
trees,  yonder,  with 
lose  are  the  stringy- 
here  's  a  new  mast 
and  it  is  but  a  light 
for  our  little  boat, 
ship  it  in  no  time, 
better  to  rig  out  a 
'  us  into  port  in  the 
do  it  at  our  leisure, 

"  be  sang  out  to  the 
this  gear,"  pointing 
which  had  been  cut 
was  lying  half  in  the 

«d,  turning  to  the 
ter  trust  to  a  July- 
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mast  to  take  us  round  the  headland  and 
through  the  channel:  we  shall  not  make  so 
good  a  job  of  it  here,  and  it 's  best  to  be 
in  port  as  soon  as  we  can.  There  's  no 
knowing  how  soon  we  might  have  another 
visit  from  these  confounded  bushrangers — ^the 
devil  bum  them  I  the  place  seems  to  grow 
bushrangers  I  And  the  sooner^  perhaps,  we 
get  the  young  ladies  on  board  the  better :  to 
mj  mind  it 's  safer  for  them  to  be  on  board 
than  on  shore  any  time.  When  one  is  on 
board  ship  we  know  where  we  are,  which  we 
never  do  ashore;  for  the  streets  run  in  and 
out^  and  the  houses  are  all  alike — and  there  *a 
no  getting  a  sight  of  the  sun,  so  that  you  never 
know  your  bearings;  and  as  to  your  latitude 
and  longitude^  it 's  all  a  guess  I  But  on  board- 
ship  you  know  what  to  look  out  for  and  what 
to  prepare  against ;  there  's  the  wind  and  the 
sea — and  a  lee-shore,  may-be,  and  that 's  all : 
but  on  the  land  you  never  know  what  the 
danger  is,  for  it  is  never  over  I  What  with 
land-sharks  and  fireships  of  all  sorts — ^let  alone 
the  difficulty  of  keeping  steady  on  one's  legs 
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when  there 's  no  motion  to  help  one,  and  not 
one  in  a  hundred  knows  starboard  from  lar- 
board, or  how  to  put  up  their  helms  when 
you're  bearing  up,  may-be  in  Cheapside, 
against  a  wind! — for  my  part,  I  say  the  sea 
for  me :  and  all  the  use  of  the  land^  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  is  to  grow  vegetables  on  P 

''  And  now,Major,  if  jou  will  take  my  advice, 
you  will  let  me  tow  the  brig  opposite  your 
camp,  over  the  water,  yonder,  so  that  the 
young  ladies  can  come  easy  on  board ;  and  I 
should  like  to  see  the  bushranger  that  would 
attempt  to  take  them  out  again !" 

From  this  long  and  characteristic  harangue, 
it  may  be  seen  that  the  worthy  mate  was  in 
excessively  high  spirits ;  and  as  the  Major  ex- 
pressed his  immediate  approval  of  his  sugges- 
tion, all  the  materials  belonging  to  the  vessel 
were  collected  without  delay,  and  the  two  boats 
being  manned,  they  were  on  the  point  of 
giving  way,  when  a  shout  from  the  top  of  the 
hill  overlooking  the  shore  attracted  their  atten- 
tion, and  the  ensign  with  three  soldiers,  was  seen 
coming  down  in  all  haste  towards  the  vessel. 
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Tlie  Major  deaJn 
oars,  and  presently 
— the  vessel  being 
made  the  most  en 
Major  nndentand  1 
cate  irith  those  on 
being  detached,  the 
proceeded  to  the  sh 

"  Are  yon  aware 
tered  by  Trevor,  " 
two  of  his  comradet 

A  sudden  fear  c 
thought  of  his  daugl 

Trevor  then  co 
few  words  as  possib 
had  hemmed  the 
and  that  all  who  wt 
were  captured,  bu 
others  were  not  ami 
that  some  of  the  < 
that  Brandon  had 
the  foot  of  a  certiuE 
off,  but  diat  it  ve 
constable,   who  wai 


n  the  part  of  Bran- 
lost  likely  visit  the 
laoghters  had  been 
e  Major's  valuables 

DimtenBQce  at  this 


e  coald  not  make 
the  best  way  <^ 
bay    near  which 

letfaer  by    land    or 

[  was  tnmbled  as  if 
ae  disaster,  and  he 
rontid  by  land  with 

jooceeded  by  sea, 
ig  a  word,  but  with 
iched,  immediately 

and  stepping  back 
lead  to  the  men  to 
I  new  apparition  ar- 
se to  sadden  hopes 
1  him  the  power  of 
by  a  sign  that   he 


could  iDtimab 
stilL 

On  the  eat 
beheld  a  femi 
stantly  rec<^i 
scendmg  with 
Extending  his 
out  to  Trevor, 
meet  ber,  folio 

The  Major 
daughter,  but 
the  other?  V 
that,  exhaustet 
down  on  the  ' 
vaa  Ijouisa  i 
not  the  Btron 
The  courage  < 
by  the  appn 
awwted  the  ar 
which  she  broi 

She  was  nol 
was  carried  1 
placed  in  her 
bracing  him 
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nd  collapsecl,  and 
i  of  teais ! 
loben  a  word ;  but 
ate,  with  terror  still 
Mice — all  gave  ev'i- 
\  witness  of  some 
was  the  bearer  of. 


tjor, 


r  some  mo- 


te her;  the  sight  of 
bat  right  su^ested, 
some  minutes  he 
ose  of  his  recovered 

who  were  acquainted 
iittending  the  seizure 
igera,  and  the  perils 
ghters  had  been  ex- 
irue  feeling  of  British 
f  a  woman  was  con- 
alive  to  everything 
ose  to  whom  she  was 
^-stricken  father  with 
one  or  two  of  them 
ship's  cutlasses  which 


were  in  the  boat,  a 
wroDg  that  h&d  bee 
wbom  they  connde 
protection. 

When  the  first  bn 
sabsided  the  Major 
•  and  taking  her  apai 
the  beach — for  he  w 
dreadful  disclosure 
ebock  her  delicac 
himself — ^he  aakei 
snddeD  appearance, 
place  of  their  retre 
Um  without  disgoii 
bad  occurred  sine* 
sister  with  Mr.  ^li 
The  poor  giri,  i 
necesut;  of  being  ] 
to  Helen,  Btified 
effort  was  able  to  n 
to  narrate  to  her  ft 
smoke,  and  that  I 
of  firing  in  the  di 
control  her  curioe 


ee  what  was  going 
not  letumiDg,  she 
maa  to  leave  the 
d  that  when  Mr. 
e  beiog  fiighteoed 
F  him  and  of  her 
lem. 

ceoe  of  her  sister 
lods  of  the  bush- 
It  when  she  saw 
ip  all  for  lost! — 
1;,  tbey  bad  oot 
teU  hidden  among 
ihe  told,  also,  the 
>verbeard  between 

about  the  mone; 
»m  the  brig  and 

that  Helen  bad 
idou  to  tell  him 
It  the  three  bush' 
Ion  and  two  other 
I  having  been  on 
Afkable  fierceness 

away  to  the  cave. 
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taking  Mr.  Sillima 
that  when  tbey  we 
the  shore  of  the  b 
the  Emoke. 

She  added,  th. 
that  before  the 
the  cave  the;  tal 
sister,  which  she 
of  them  was  to 
hush. 

When  she  had 
Major  beckoned 
nght,  and  made 
stances  which  sh< 
Louisa  did,  nea) 
omitting  that  pai 
talked  of  casting  I 
that  she  feared  fr 
intention  to  take 

It  is  impossibl 
overwhelmed  the 
dreadM 


money  was  as 
horrible  fate  of  1 


3S 

They  demanded 
siiit;  and  Trevor 
enthunasm  go  far  a 
all  their  might  to 
be;  towaids  the  rigt 
be  the  quickest  wa 
Helen's  adveatares. 
recovered  from  the 
was  deurous  of  loai 
sores  £or  the  recovt 
dead ;  for  his  know] 
vinced  him  that  the 
not  BorriTe  an;  iodi 
miocreantB  who  hat 
there  was  a  sadnet 
quiet  BtemncBS  in 
ttasted  remaikablj 
and  the  eztravagao 
of  Trevor. 

Hastilj  making  1 
passed  the  Iwig,  tl 
passage  actoos  the 
board  under  his  cs 
make  all  speed  in 
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stmatioD,  the  excited  sailors  made 
of  their  oars  bend  and  quiver  as 
ellod  the  boat  rapidly  through  the 
^or  Btaodiog  up  and  urging  thetn  by 
action  to  put  forth  all  their  strei^th 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  shore 
bushrangers  had  time  to  make  good 
eat,  or  to  consummate  their  pre- 
villany   on  the   poor  girl  in  their 

by  snch  lusty  arms  and  such  willing 
!  boat  soon  toocfaed  the  sandy  beach 
'  the  lofty  rock  at  which  the  Major 
[ished  hia  encampment  on  the  pre- 
;ht,  and  without  waidng  for  the 
reror  leaped  on  shore,  followed  by 
rs,  and  made  his  way  to  the  cave, 
t  of  the  remains  of  the  ransacked 
d  packi^s  told  him  in  a  moment 
ushrangers  had  done  their  work,  and 
less  escaped  with  their  plunder, 
he  was  still  gazing  at  the  wreck  of 
-^,  the  Major  arrived  with  four  armed 
nong  whom  was  the  carpenter,  who 


had  acted  as  second  mate  of  the  Teesel,  le 
the  reflt  of  the  crew  to  gnord  the  boaL  F 
little  attention  to  the  loss  of 
directed  his  sailors  to  light  to 
brancheB  of  a  peppennint  -  tn 
doee  by,  and  to  expbre  ii 
the  cave,  vhile  two  of  the 
directed  to  use  their  beet  end* 
cover  the  track  of  the  bnahrai 
captives. 

In  the  mean  dme  Trevor  iril 
made  a  circuit  roond  the  place 
of  meeting  with  some  objec 
serve  as  a  hint  for  their  fiiture  \ 

He  readily  recognised  the  tp 
rocks  where  Louisa  had  hid  b 
relative  portions  of  the  parti> 
agoni^ng  scene.  Thai  ascend 
of  rock,  he  took  a  view  of  t] 
country,  but  he  could  not  set 
the  intervention  of  bw  acn 
occaeiooal  clumps  of  trees;  h 
however,  to  impress  him  with 
it  was  «  most  romantic  part  < 


and  savtge  chanuter, 
lities,  as  tie  judged,  (or 
of  a  most  embanasaiDg 

"  lie,"  as  it  is  coloniallj 
'  in  a  cooler  and  more 
came  clear  to  him  that 
liave  taken  their  flight 
r  s^mcDt  only  of  the 
ded  from  the  end  of  the 
:he  seaH^HWt  on  his  left, 
lied,  -wonld  not  dare  to 

the  direction  of  Hobart 
ly  that  be  would' attempt 
iHihore  to  the  left,  from 
ous  cliffs  which  be  was 
}f  the  coast  on  that  side ; 
sldrt  the  coast,  from  the 

makiD^  progess  over  a 
rourable  forpurBning  the 
I  necessary  for  his  safety. 

direction,  therefore,  left 
was  comprised  within  a 
there  was  room  and  scope 
D  2 


cDOUgh  tov  them  to  baffle  their  pursuen, 
the  most  prompt  aod  energetic  means 
adopted  for  gettiDg  on  their  traclc. 

CarefiiUy  noting  all  the  points  which 
serre  him  for  marks  of  distance,  Trevi: 
scended  from  the  rock,  and  keeping  the 
tion  in  his  mind's  eye,  he  imme^atelj  e 
off,  accompanied  by  the  corporal,  on  thi 
which  he  judged  would  be  the  probable  ( 
of  the  buBbrangere,  and  proceeded  without 
ping  several  miles. 

He  then  made  a  halt ;  and,  after  surr 
the  scenery  narrowly  on  all  sides,  he  mat 
coiuons  from  right  to  left,  like  a  eporl 
headi^  for  game,  inspecting  the  ground 
rowly  to  discover  some  indication  of  the 
of  feet.  This  toil  he  continued  for  some 
in  vain ;  but  at  last  his  exertions  were  sudi 
rewarded  with  success. 

Passing  near  a  low  rock  he  saw,  to  hie 
prise,  something  lying  on  it  which  he  was 
could  be  neither  leaf  nor  twig,  and  eagerly 
ning  up  to  examine  it,  to  his  excessive  jc 
found  that  it  was  a  woman's  glove  I 


on  the  rock,  mid  that  she  had  bent  the  fi 
into  the  shape  in  Trhich  he  found  them 
aign  to  her  friends,  should  the;  be  so  fort 
as  to  light  on  it  in  their  search.  The  coi 
«lao,  whom  Trevor  consulted  was  of  the 
opinion,  remarking  "  that  it  was  evidenct 
of  the  young  lady^  hands  having  been  : 
liber^." 

This  was  a  &esh  source  of  satis&ctii 
Trevor,  who  ai^cd  from  it  also  that  Helei 
hopes  of  being  succoured,  and  that  her 
was  cool  and  ready  enou^  to  devise  this  e 
of  indicadng  the  direction  of  their  retreat. 

The  shades  of  evening  were  now  begii 
to  encompass  them,  and  the  corporal  coum 
his  officer  that  he  should  return  to  the  cai 
the  other  two  soldiers,  and  for  such  mat 
and  provisions  as  would  be  necessary  for 
to  take  with  them  in  their  pursuit 

But  Trevor,  who  had  now  become  wa 
and  excited,  would  not  listen  to  any  euch 
poGal,  as  it  involved  a  certain  loes  of  time,- 
time  was  evei^thing ;  besides,  it  was,  for  i 
veiy  poweHul  reasons,  extremely  important 


uom.  ^.* 

nme  up  witli  the  buahrwigera  be- 

Trevor  bad  his  own  motives  for 
1  some  Becret  feeling  wbicb  perhaps 
e  been  dMeolt  foi  bim  to  eiplain 

did  not  communicate  them  to  the 

ented  himself  with  asking  him, 
could  depend  on  him  to  stand  by 
e  conflict  which  would  be  certain 
ice  on  their  coming  up  with  the 

(Oral,  who  was  a  cool  and  brave  old 
bough  he  had  not  a  lover's  enthn- 
Lcite  him  on  the  present  occasion  to 
■  enterprise,  sUpped  the  butt-end  of 
;  with  his  band,  and  assured  Trevor 
J  that  he  would  stand  bj  his  officer 
drop  of  his  blood,  and  wherever  bis 
uld  lead,  he  would  follow  him  1 
encouraged    and    supported,  Trevor 
a  leaf  which  be  tore  from  bis  pocket- 
intention  to  pursue  the  bushrangers 
,ied  bj  the  corporal  only,  and  direct- 
Hend  who  might  see  the  writing  to 


40  HOPES. 

take  the  diiection  of  the  opeoing  betv 
tvo  high  hills  in  the  distance  which  tn 
west-north-west.  Having  written  tbis,  1 
it  on  a  small  stick,  which  he  secured 
rock  with  a  heavy  stone ;  and  having  s 
pole  from  a  oeighbouring  clump  of  thi 
known  in  the  colon;  hjr  the  name  of 
tree,  used  by  the  natives  for  their  spe: 
to  which  he  affixed  a  tuft  of  nadve  { 
attract  attention,  with  the  corporal  tor  I 
panion,  he  set  out  rapidly  in  the  direci 
dicated  by  Helen's  glove,  which,  lover 
had  deposited  in  his  bosom. 

As  they  had  now  got  on  the  track,  wli 
occasionally  visible,  they  kept  their  i 
readiness,  in  the  hope  of  coming  sudd 
the  freebooters,  to  whom  the  corporal 
vowed  he  would  grant  no  quarter,  and  oi 
the  ensign  was  determined  to  take  si 
vengeance. 


CHAPTER  nr. 


ad  conjectured  rightlj  when  he  sup- 
t  the  ^ove  which  be  bad  found  on 
ad  been  left  there  purposely  b;  Helen 
:  the  direcdoD  in  which  her  capt«r8 
eying  her. 

at  tbia  spot  that  Mark  Braadoo  bad 
er  fix)in  her  bonds  on  her  obstinate 
proceed  fiirtber  without  such  liberty 
ited  to  her ;  and  she  inMsted  also  on 
aance  of  Brandon's  promise  to  permit 
am  to  the  cave,  now  that  they  bad 
distance  which  placed  them  beyond 
r  immediate  aorpiisal  from  pursuers, 
'  be  on  their  track. 


But  to  this  the  o 
mentlj  opposed.  He 
iog"  the  bag  of  di 
Major's  effects  -with 
the  gill  so  &r  aloD 
were  uawiUiog  to  1 
their  obstiDacy  favi 
took  care,  vhen  n 
throw  out  such  sug 
and  confirm  them  in 

Bat  he  kept  the  n 
Helen's  hands,  whi 
gladness  and  ^«Kt 
drop  some  expresei 
extreme  sorrow  that 
consent  to  her  relea 
though  ambigoouslj 
first  opportunity  be 

At  the  same  tim 
Jerry's  hands,  as  hi 
awkwatd  fidls,  and  i 
so  fettered  impeded 
The  J  also  ungagget 
he  might  breath  mo 


task  of  being  the  pack-hone  of  the 

In  order  to  prevent  toy  attempt  on 

)  escape,  and  to   insure  his  good 

on    the  journey,    the  ill-ieataied 

ceded  him  at  a  little  distance  with 

reapoo,  while  the  hang-dog  looking 

pt  close  to  him   hehind  with  the 

hia  mnsket  fixed,  and  handy  to  act 

ive  to  the  unfortunate  Jeny  to  be 

i  motions.     This  wag  the  order  of 

ribed  by  Brandon,  who  continued 

is  Bupivmacy  as  the  leader  of  the 

togh   he  was  well  aware  that  the 

.nil  iia>j<iiijn  (,f  (jje  bush  would 

•ent  ineecare  authority. 

le   took   on  himself  the 

iSTouring  by  all  possible 

imself  in  her  favour  by 

y  offering  to  her  all  those 

rhich  it  may  be  easily 

Sundance  of  opportunity 

ren  path. 

used  his  aanstance,  and 
If  to  be  touched  by  him. 


it  was  impossible  for  her 
artful  discourse  whidi  hi 
with  a  skill  and  tact  wl 
effectual  with  womeo  on 

Fallj  aware  that  all 
flattery  were  inapproptia 
girl  like  Heleo,  of  wh 
been  able  to  form  an  act 
her  trials  on  board  of  the 
self  to  the  idea  which  I 
uppermost  in  her  mind,  i 
his  willingness  to  proo 
conld  be  done  withont  < 
of  his  comrades,  whom 
desperadoes  of  malign] 
violence  eo  iurious,  that 
him  to  endeavour  to  coi 
force ;  besides,  as  he  afiFe 
regret,  he  was  botmd  t 
of  honour  which  forba 
attempts  on  their  lives,  « 

By  this  consunmiate 
hypocrite  contrived  to  m 
him  as   an   unexpected 


r  •T'fnr 
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valuable  under  the  circumstances,  as  without 
Urn  she  felt  she  should  be  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  his  unscrupulous  comrades ;  and  with 
I  this  feeling  she  was  glad  to  have  him  by  her 
side,  considering  him  as  a  sort  of  protection 
against  coarser  villains. 

Mark,  with  his  usual  quickness  of  discern- 
ment, penetrated  her  thoughts,  and  inwardly 
congratulated  himself  on  his  progress  so  far 
in  her  good  graces ;  as  he  had  succeeded  in 
causing  her  to  look  on  him  not  as  an  object  of 
repugnance,   but  as  one  whom,    as   he  held 
fayourable    intentions    towards   her,   she   was 
inclined  to  regard  with  reciprocal  good  feeling. 
In  this  way  they  journeyed  on,  at  a  rapid  rate, 
till  both   the  overburthened  Jerry   and    the 
anxious  Helen  showed  symptoms  of  exhaustion. 
It  was    now   nearly  dark,    and    they  had 
travelled   many  miles  from   the   cave.      The 
bushrangers  were  desirous  of  continuing  their 
march  for  some  distance  fiulher,  in  order  that 
their  track  might  be  lost  in  the  dark  ;  but  as 
Helen  now  sank  to  the  ground,  it  was  found 
iiDpossible  to  proceed  without  adopting  some 


eontnTance  for  assis 
prayed  them,  eames 
allow  her  to  remun 
continue  their  course 
by  no  means  aqoarei 
the  two  bushrangers, 
pretended  to  be  inclin 
determined  to  uige  he 
sach  was  the  determ 
as  Mark  whispered  to 
they  should  cut  a  c< 
tree,  and  by  placing  it 
them  would  be  able  t< 
he  took  charge  of  Jen 
lliia  annngement  h 
according  to  his  pis 
himself  into  a  peraoi 
which,  he  was  aware, 
un&Tourable  to  his  i 
also  that  the  savage 
languid  of  his  coarsi 
make  his  own  mildn< 
pear  afterwards  in  fav 
sel^  and  that  the  yo 
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itection  against  the 
I  so  reToltiDg:  with 
I  moot  consummate 
stance  to  his  own 
raj,  like  a  serpent, 

comparative  good 
im. 

HITS,  however,  the 
ible  to  proceed  far 
^h  eoontry  which 
cambered  as  they 
ibarrasung  to  their 

the  importance  of 
the  dark,  firom  any 
erered  in  their  la- 
rent  down,  and  the 
ipproachcd.  They 
bout  a  mile  further, 
trace  of  them  must 

ttle  distance  out  of 
tiich  mimosa  trees 
forming  a  conve- 
rt, they  came  to  a 
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halt;  and  first  udoading  JeiTy> 
binding  his  hands  and  fee 
standing  his  roost  energei 
promises  that  he  would 
run  away,  they  prepared  t 
in  which  they  set  forth  a 
nun,  as  a  principal  part  of 

There  was  light  eooogh 
they  were  about,  altbouj 
enable  a  pursuer  to  distinj 
which  indeed  was  a  diffi 
open  day ;  and  they  sat  d( 
their  iatigue,  in  very  goo< 
Jerry  when  they  had  finij 
they  would  give  him  a  tni 
a  pity,"  they  said,  "that  a 
pack-carrier  should  be  kn< 
grub." 

As  to  Helen,  they  left 
Mark,  first  taking  the  pre 
tie  her  hands  behind  he 
assured  her  with  many  j 
always  their  custom  wbe 
ladies  into  the  bush  titt  th 


],  they  had  i 
he  had  had  i 

Dofined  her 
food  and 

OD  considf 
to  support 
her  escape : 
,  which  the  t 
her  had  thi 


lonsideTation 
lich  he  carri 
ly  boughs  of 
a  sort  of  hi 
aving  her  tl 
I  wary  watcl 
w  set-to  St  t 
n,  and  the  : 
e  heads  of 
too  ripe  for 

ff  found  the 
two  a 
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work  which  could  not  fiul 
sors  still  more  hateful  t 
agunst  himself,  for  Groug 
borne  the  burthen  of  th 
unassisted  by  Mark,  t 
their  right  to  her  was 
creased  as  to  give  them 
captive. 

This  they  urged  with 
and  being  inflamed  wit) 
mined  to  carry  their  claii 
further  delay,  and  almo 
consult  Brandon's  mind  : 
the  madness  of  their  dru 
lost  all  respect  for  the  supi 
at  other  times  they  felt  i 
invincible  controL 

'•  What  do  you  say,  1 
among  his  companions 
Jemmy,  to  which  the  epit 
occasionally  added,  takin 
dollars  from  his  pocket, 
up?" 

"  There  's  not  light  en< 
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"  let  us  put  a  lot  of  dollars  in  a  hat, 

}dd  or  even." 

irho    is   to  be    the  umpire?^    said 

'a&irtossup  is  the  best  wkj;  the 

s  light  enough  to  see   whether  it 

a  man  or  pillarB." 

i^ot,  my  mates,"  siud  BraudoD,  in- 

"that  I  have  a  vote  in  this  affair; 

IS  much  mine  as  yours." 

rho  was  it  that  carried  her  the  last 

"'  said  the  pair  both  at  once. 

re  worked  foi  her,"  added  Jemmy. 

ne  brought  her  here,"  said  Roger, 

rill  have  her,— Who  says  nay  ?" 
have  an  equal  right,  surely,"  said 

"  who  was  it  that  persuaded  her  to 

>  quietly  r 

re  all  know  that  you  have  a  devil  of 
8,  tUsA. ;  bat  those  that  do 
C  to  have  the  first  chance, — 

,"  said  Brandon,  "don't  let  us  quarrel 
rl  when  we  are  running  for  our  lives* 
say;  and  when  our  only  chance  of 
B  2 


escaping  from  the  coloaj  is  ti 

with  tbe  money  that  we  have  got  sa&lj  pi 

w«  may  have  half  tbe  women  ii 

"  I  tell  you  what,  Jemm 
Grongh,  "  &ir  play  is  &ir  pk 
over. — Share  and  aiian  alii 
law. — Let  OS  all  three  cast  It 
wins  has  her," 

"  Agreed,"  said  Brandon,  « 
his  own  sober  state  would  1 
match  for  the  united  wit  of  li 
companions ;  "  I  will  prepare  i 

"  What  shaU  they  be  r 

"  Here  are  three  atic^*' 
"  come  closer.  See,  they  are 
thickness.  Two  shall  be  sbo: 
be  long;  he  who  draws  the  loi 

"  And  who  is  to  bold  them  S 

"  You,  Jemmy,  if  you  like.' 

"  And  who  is  to  have  the  fii 

"  I  and  R(^r  will  toss  for  t 

*•  Agreed,"  Bwd  Roger. 

Hie  sticks  were  prepared,  ] 
a  dent  on  the  longest  with  hi 


BIILS.  A3 

a  disdDgaiih  it  from  tfae 

dollar  from  hia  podtet  he 

o  toes. 

id  Groogh. 

LoD,  whose  game  was  to 

o  <^  the  right  to  accase 

)u  shall  toss,  Roger,  then 

lave  had  a  &ii  chance." 

idoQ  won. 

iks,"  said  R<^r,  a  little 

equal  chance  with  me," 
g  to  Booth  him. — "  For 
much  care  which  way  it 

Femmj  Swindell. 

older  of  the  sticks,  "  trj 

oice  which  startled  the 

is  that?*  cried  Grough, 

ely  went  to  the  hut  of 
len  was  placed.     He  lis- 
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tened  attentively.  She  was  sleepiag.  Ha 
for  her  she  had  not  heard  the  convert 
between  the  wretches  who,  likel  wild  b 
were  conteading  for  her  as  their  prey. 

*'  Hold  r  siud  the  voice  agun. 

"  It  is  our  pack-horse  T'  said  Jemmy,  n 
gruff  laugh. 

"  Pack-horse,  or  what  you  please,"  sui 
remiab,  bis  good-natured  sympathy  exciti 
the  horrible  fate  impending  over  the  sis 
Louisa ;  "  I  say  hold  T 

"  Hold  your  jaw,"  said  Roger,  "or  I ' 
a  ball  through  yout  soft  head." 

"  You  may  put  a  dozen,  if  you  like,' 
Jeremiah ;  "but,  I  say,  Mark  Brandon — 
to  me." 

"You  had  better  hold  your  tongue," 
Brandon. 

"  Bnt  I  won't  bold  my  tongue.  List 
me,  I  say.  I  have  a  thousand  poonds  in  c 
to  my  credit  at  Hobart  Town.  Now  lisl 
.me;  let  the  young  lady  go  free,  and 
thousand  pounds  I  will  divide  among  yoa 

"  Go  to  the  devil  with  your  dollars  F 


;  "  what  'd  the  use  of  dolUn  to  us 
d  now?  It's  the  gal  we  want,  and 
re  will  have.    Now^  Marie,  draw  your 

God's  sake  don't  comcnit  such  a 
outrage  on  a  poor  defenceless  girl ; 
leed  as  this  would  be  sure  to  bang 
damn  you  too  past  all  redemption," 
Jeremiah,  excited  by  the  immiiiency 
xrrible  nature  of  the  peril  to  the  poor 
prl. 

him,"  said  Brandon,  quietly,  "bis 
J  do  mischief." 

practised  hands  were  not  long  in  carry- 
recommendation  into  efifect;  and  as 
was  bound  hand  and  foot  and  inca- 
resistance,  the  brutal  Grough  had  no 
in  preventing  him  from  ginng  them 
lolestation  by  his  cries. 
"  said  Swindell,  "  lime  'b  going  on ; 
you  to  draw  first,  Mark ;  here  are  the 

in  stretclied  out  bis  hand ;  but  during 
'a  generous  expostulation,  the  sticks 


had  become  mixed  and  turned 
and  Brandon  could  no  longer  i 
longest  of  them  by  the  Autive  a 
had  made  before  he  had  deliren 
holder. 

"Draw,"  sud  Swindell,  impat 
are  you  fiddUng  about  ?  draw  a 
with  it;  the  longest  wins." 

Brandon  still  hesitated,  and 
to  dense  some  expedient  for 
operator. 

"  Draw,  I  sa;>"  repeated  Swic 
light  enough  from  the  moon  tc 
isn't  there?  There— look  at  tl 
take  jour  chance,  or  let  Roger  c 
"  Let  me  see,"  sud  Bnmd< 
sticks  are  broken  right,  two  i 
long ;  that  was  to  be  the  way." 

"  No,  no,  none  of  your  gan 
Mark ;  I  'm  as  good  a  man  as  j 
the  year,  or  n^ht  either.  M 
the  sticks  yourself  1  Do  yot 
so  green  as  to  let  yon  fed 
longest  before  yon  choose?     ' 
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I  |H«doas  fool  of  me,  wouldD't  it, 

Ma^"  said  Groiigh,  getting  im- 
ad  suspicious  as  well  as  tbe  other; 
J  in  the  bush,  Maii.  Don't  keep 
waiting ;  let  aae  of  as  win ;  and  an 
nee  fiir  all.     Well,  if  you  won't  draw, 

id  if  I  win,  by  1 11  have  her." 

I,  he  stretched  ont  his  hand  to  the 

n,    thuB  ui^ed,  and  seeing  that  his 

US  were  not  in  a  temper  to  be  made 

lastily  drew  a  atick. 

,  Roger,"  said  the  holder. 

Gron^diew. 

all  of  joa,  by  ,"  vociferated 

meaBuriog  his  own  lot  against  the 

^  said  BraodoD,  in  a  low  deep  vmee, 
I't  have  that  giil." 
not?    I've  won  her!" 
her  up,"  Bfdd  Brandon,  "  and  I  will 
ly  share  to  the  bag  of  dollars  at  the 


"  No ! — keep  your  doll&n  and  be 

have  the  ^1." 
"  She  is  tired  and  ill,"  said  Braodon. 
"  Oh,  I  '11  800D  rouBe  her  up  P 
It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  raised 
of  the  disputants  awakened  Helea  &o 
fererish  slumber,  and  she  orerheard  tl 
of  the  pariey ;    hut  exhausted  with  i 
and  with  her  hands  bound  behind  her,  s 
neither  the  spirits  sor  the  strength  to  a 
to  fly. 

"  I  won't  have  her  touched  to  -  nij 
any  rate,"  resumed  Brandon;  "it  wo 
cruelty." 

"  Gammon  !  Mark ;  that  blarney  wc 
for  me." 

"  He  has  won  her,"  said  Grough,  st 
"  and  he  has  a  right  to  her :  that ' 
law." 

"I  say  again,"  said  Brandon,  cool 
firmly,  "you  shall  not  molest  that  ( 
night," 

"  And  who  is  to  hinder  me  ?" 
*'  I  wiU,"  said  Brandon. 
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"  said  Grough,  "we  are  two  to  one, 
jhow ;  and  I  stand  by  Jemmy ;  there 
a  fair  draw,  and  Jemmy  has  won 
irly ;  and  what  he  has  won  he  must 
nt  's  the  rule  of  the  bosh,  Mark ;  and 
L  by  oar  rules ;  and  Jemmy  shall  have 

cheA  fools  r  said  Brandon,  in  a  voice 
h  passion,  *'  what  would  you  be  with- 
Q  the  bush,  or  anywhere?  and  how 

0  save  yourselves  except  by  my  head  ? 
,  I  say,  and  give  up.  I  have  said  the 
i  girl  ehfdl  not  be  to  Uched  this  night." 

I  have  sud  the  word,"  siud  the 
Swindell,  excited  by  the  double 
of  lust  and  liquor;    "and  if  there 

1  thousand  Brandons  in  the  way,  I 
I  the  girl ;  I  have  won  her,  and  she 

!  more,  I  say,  leave  her  alone,"  said 
,  taking  a  step  back, 
are  two  to  one,"    repeated   Grough, 
"  it  'b  you  who  mast  give  way,  Mark ; 
le  too  many." 
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"Then  thus  I  make  the  odda  even, 
MariE,  diacha^ng  one  of  the  barrels 
fowling-|»ece  through  the  exulting  Je 
head,  and  instantly  lereUing  the  other  be 
Roger ;  "  and  now,  mate,"  he  s^d,  hefc 
other  had  time  to  recover  his  musket, 
was  lying  on  the  grouad,  "  you  see  you 
my  mercy ;  but  yoo  are  a  man  whose  c 
and  faithiulneSB  I  respect:  say — is  it 
peace  or  war  ?** 


rporal  made  good  way  as 
lasted :  but  when  darkness 
I  them,  they  vere  obliged 
>rporal,  whose  spirits  were 
;he  sune  feelings  which 
,  Tentored  to  suggest,  that 
track  in  the  duk  was  not 
iL 

linding  him  that  the  yoang 
oat  that  thdr  cootse  was 
fin  the  hq^  failla  which 
•nee,  enconraged  hun  to 
Dg  to  be  liberal  in  his  pro- 
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miMB  of  peisonal  reward, — a  moUve,  hov 
irfaich  the  corporal  indigDantly  repud 
avering  that  it  was  stimulus  sufScient  foi 
to  save  the  poor  young  ladj  from  the  ck 
of  "  those  blackguards,"  and  "  to  have  a  s 
the  rascals  who  had  run  off  with  a  ^1  I^ 
her  will  I" 

Tbej  kept  on,  therefore,  till  they  rei 
the  entrance  of  the  opening  and  began  to 
the  ascent  between  the  hills. 

But  Trevor  was  not  long  in  experie 
the  difficulty  of  going  over  unknown  g 
at  night,  obstructed  at  every  step  by 
timber  and  loose  stones ;  and  althougl 
moon  lent  its  light,  it  was  not  sufficient  to 
them  much  in  their  difficult  way;  and 
they  came  to  the  entrance  of  the  goi^, 
was  thickly  covered  with  trees,  even  that 
was  obscured,  and  they  were  soon  compd 
come  to  a  stand-still. 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  bnshn 
must  be  somewhere  heieabouts,"  said  T 
sitting  down  on  the  ground,  in  which  1 
followed  by  his  companion,    "for  they 
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difficulty  as  we  have,  in 
ough  tbb  pass." 
came  this  way,"  remarked 
icb  sagacity. 

come  this  way,"  replied 
eir  iDtention  to  pass  this 
is  no  other  opening.  But, 
ulty  most  have  been  the 
more— for  they  had  a  lady 
>uld  not  walk  like  a  man." 
"  asked  the  corporal,  who, 
irk  to  dtBtinguish  objects, 
arly,  did  not  neglect  to 
itary  salute,  as  he  stood 
idng  for  orders. 
Eit  I  am  at  a  loss  about," 
'ho  waa  apprised  by  the 
ent,"  more  than  by  the 
>ne  soldier  was  standing 
«pectM  attitude.  "  But, 
down  and  rest  yourself; 
th  this  long  inarch.  You 
,  I  uodetstand ;  what  do 
be  done?" 
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"  I  cuinot  pretend  to  know  bo  veil  t 
Honour,"  replied  the  corpora!,  speakini 
entially ;  "  but,  in  mj  opinion,  the  bet 
to  be  done  would  be  to  light  a  fire,  ant 
get  Bomethii^  to  eat." 

"  I  am  not  at  all  hungry,"  sud  the  c 

"  Of  cooTBe,  if  your  Honour  is  not  h 
replied  the  corpond,  "  it  would  not  be 
for  me  to  be  so ;  bnt  a  good  fire  woul 
u3,  and  m^e  us  feel  more  comfbrtsbl 
that  I  feel  cold,  unless  your  Honour 
too." 

"The  light  of  the  fire  may  discos 
observed  the  enngn. 

"Never  fear,  jour  Honour;  those 
goards  will  be  thinking  more  of  our  disc 
them,  than  of  their  discovering  ns.  Bt 
will  mount  guard  while  your  Honour 
the  fire ;  and,  who  knows? — perhqw  thi 
lady  may  see  the  light,  and  give  as  a  : 
and  then  we  can  be  down  uptm  'en 
time." 

"  You  are  a  dever  fellow,  corporal : 
not  have  a  better  fiiend  to  second  me, 
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is  somewhat  ven- 

well ;  only  it 's 
eat  ID  the  bush  ; 
e  is  water;  and 
when  JOB  can't 
look  for  a  hit  of 


wart,  that  grows 
amliest  thing  in 
than  rag-tinder, 
is  a  little  fire  to 

rred  the  ensign, 
ready,  you  don't 
o  make  it. — By- 
risfamao,  are  you 

ir.— I  am  neither 
luse  I  was  boni> 
tea  England  and 
ly  birth  was  the 
Bat  my  iather 
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and  mother  vere  IrishmcD,  and  tbe^ 
said  I  was  as  good  as  English ;  and 
one,  let  him  be  EcgUeh  or  Irish,  or  hot 
be  so  mean  as  to  take  advant^ie  of  an  i 
like  that.  And  I  didn't  staj  long  in 
neither;  for,  before  I  ctuld  walk,  I  was  i 
with  my  father  and  mother,  and  the  res 
reg^ent,  over  the  sea  to  America." 

"  It  must  be  in  the  air  1"  said 
moaingl;  to  himselfl 

"  Just  so ;  the  air,  as  your  HoDoor 
Tery  cold ;  and  it  *s  that  makes  os  c 
Bat  you  11  have  a  beaatiful  fire  in  a  i 
said  the  corporal,  snapping  his  flint  o 
of  decayed  punk,  whiefa  he  had  i 
with  his  nail,  and  placed  in  the  pan 
firelock. 

••Stop,"  s«d  the  eneign,  "yoor  pi 
go  off,  and  that  will  give  the  alann." 

"Go  off!  yoor  Honour:  bow  can  it 
when  it  *B  not  loaded  ?" 

**How  is  that?  I  thought  yoor  pi< 
loaded — ready  for  work." 

"Oh!  she  is  always  reat^  fiw  wori 
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iirtjing  her  witb- 
scour  out  at  the 
bright  as  a  new 
load  my  firelock 
Dg  raacalfl  could 

T." 

nanitioD?"  asked 

if  tbe  roen'e,  wbo 
re  I  came  away 
IF  Honour  is  well 

powd^,"  replied 
'  small  sbot,  and 
liDg-|Mece  which 
ire  went  after  the 

oral.  "  Nothing 
ivo,  back  to  bock, 

me  to  take  that 
n  tbe  natives  in 
me  moce  wood; 
hickily.— There, 

chea7 1    If  we 


could  only  get  somet 
very  veil.  A  kangar 
tbiDg ;  and  1 11  be  be 
tbem  hopping  aboat, 
and  if  your  Honoar  jt 
iog  my  piece  off  at 
troith  a  cartridge  P 

"  Better  not ;   it  ii 

should  come  upon  tt 

and  we  can  do  Tery  tt 

'  supper.     But  we  are 

are  losing  time,"  said 

"  Perhaps  your  He 
a  sleep  ?  Tbeo  yoi 
losing  tim«.  I  reme 
America,  our  old  col 
ua  go  to  sleep  wben 
D8  to  do ;  so  that  at  la 
it  anyhow,  like  our  { 
it ;  and  when  we  coul 
long  march  and  nigh 
are  the  best  things  in 
sleep  sound :  not  that 
to  feel  tired  or   slee 


old  coIoDel  used  to 

!p  to-night  for  either 
anaiga  abruptly,  and 
th  some  sudden  and 
knows  what  atrocity 
iroitting  at  this  very 
you  strong  enough  to 

f  orders,"  replied  the 
}ck  to  the  '*  present ;" 
.  as  to  aaki  which  way 
sure  to  go ;  and  how 
he  dark?" 

res  in  the  direction  of 
t  of  the  fire,  which 
;re  he  was  staodiDg, 
>  distance  look  more 
le  could  not  disguise 
at  to  wander  about  at 
ith  to  travel  on,  and  a 
u  a  vain  and  fruitless 

the  significant  point* 


ing   of  Helen's   glove,  tbat   she  had  b 
acquainted  with  the  bushranger's  inteni 
make  their  way  to  the  openiug  at  whi 
had  arrived ;  but  whether  Hark  Brandon 
continue  his  course  througli  thi 
to  the  left  towards  the  sea,  or  akii 
the  tiei  of  bills  to  his  right,  and 
the  interior  in  that  direction,  v 
which  he  found  it  impossible  si 
resolve ;  and  he  was  fully  alive  tt 
useleaaness  of  exhausting  thcmseh 
OD  a  wrong  track. 

While  he  was  anxiously  poi 
thoughts,  on  the  one  side  stimul 
by  the  horrible  thought  of  Helen  beinj 
night  at  the  mercy  of  the  busfarangen 
on  the  other,  restrained  by  the  cons 
tion  that  to  move  without  some  reasi 
certainty  of  moving  in  the  right  directio 
a  loss  of  time  and  a  waste  of  strengtl 
corporal  had  stepped  to  some  little  di 
from  the  light,  in  order  that  his  viev 
the  distance  for  some  other  watchfirc, 
might    perchance     be     burning,     migbl 
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atioD  uader   his 

lom,  be  observed 
runk  of  a  tree, 
cb  ezploren  ia 
3  of  fiDdiag  their 
hem  to  keep  in 
8  forward,  Sur- 
Id  a  part  of  the 
supposed  to  be 
bo  advanced  to 
ed  that  tbe  mark 
te  man's  axe,  but 
ize;"  it  was  tbe 
posed,  from  tbe 
branch;  neither 
on  tbe  opposite 
1  the  cose  when 
post    of   direc- 

I  tbe  work  of  the 
pursuit,  he  made 
bis  officer,  and 
the  fact,  takiDg 


the  opportunitj  at 
pan  of  bis  fiietoiik 
fire,  to  see  that  it 
tOQch-hole  with  his 
punk  should  have 
orifice. 

Trevor  immediate! 
tree,  and  was  at  once 
hod  been  but  recen 
had  been  done  b;  thi 
mth  the  corporal,  I 
that  the  bushranger 
campment  for  the  i 
vicinity ;  but  in  ik 
taken  the  alarm  at  tl 
reconnoitred  him  ac 
were  Etanding  near  il 

On  examining  the 
they  perceived  tbe  m 
been  cut  at  both  c 
pruned  and  fitted  for 
tigating  more  minute 
which  the  bough  had 
fn/ta  the  thickness  o 


>iece  of  timber 
and  measuring 
Qt  off  &oni  the 
igh,  the;  found 
length  of  four 
I  loss  to  conjec- 
:h  a  stake  had 

!ir  that  the  axe 
irk  urithiD  a  few 
ion  to  conclude 
had  been  there 
ty  made  a  most 
distance  roood 
e  anable  to  dis- 
enemj;  and  it 
led  more  than 
u-  perseverance 

irectioD  of  the 
law  something 
a  piece  of  rib- 
and the  moon 
I  a  dim  sort  of 
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U^t  spread  over  th 
tiuguishing  the  oat] 

He  hasteaed  to 
forked  branch  of  d 
the  only  path  that  i 
strip  of  at  vomao's 
been  torn  off  by 
whether  by  accide: 
purpose  of  poiatioj 
the  btuhrangers. 

Taking  into  com 
proceeded  some  dia 
and  regarding  the  I 
which  foibade  advi 
left,  be  now  fcit  at 
had  determined  to  | 
delay ;  for  it  tras  n 
wouhl  stop  in  dieii 
was  open  for  their : 
thereby  FendertheD 
by  apursuingenea 
say,  "giving  away 
which  Mark  Brand 
last  man  in  the  woi 
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reached  the  level  gt 
baited : — 

"  May  I  make  so  I 

*'  Speak  on,"  stud 

"  It  *6  this,  your  B 

any  one  going  up  th 

behind  ua  would  feel 

"Wbatthen?" 

"  Why  then,  you  i 

top  of  the  hill,  tliey 

daily  if  they  were  m 

would  bowl  down  hi 

easy-like,  till  they  cs 

"  Good  i  and  wba 

"  Why,  when  Uie; 

yon  see,  they  would 

knocked  up." 

"  Are  you  knocke 
"That's  jostas  3 
to  my  thinking,  thos 
young  lady  with  tli< 
some  time,  whether 
her  ....." 
*'  Yon  are  right,  c 
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it  some  handy 
n,  they  would 
w  or  sheltered 

al,  aad  I  was 
e  will  do  this; 
;«...." 
your  Honour 
atingly;  but  I 

to  be  bush- 
the  ensign .  . 
10  be  one — of 
Jea  of  the  Ber- 
lot  be  proper 

bushrangers, 
for  a  place  of 
;— what  spot 

IB,"  asked  the 

n,  which  the 
and  entirely 
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wttli  anew  to  make  himself  as  mnc 
boBhraDgers  as  possible,  in  order  that 
be  in  a  better  condition  to  reply  serii 
question  propounded  by  his  officer. 

"  Observe  tbat  hollow  to  our  r 
ens^, "  thick  with  trees  .  ,  .  ." 

"  They  look  hke  mimosa  trees, 
pond. 

"  Does  it  not  strike  yon  that  it 
for  the  bushrangers  to  eboose  ?" 

"  I  can't  say  what  the  bnshran] 
because  I  never  hare  been  a  bu^ 
replied  the  corporal;  "  bat  if  ] 
nnder  my  command,  and  wanted  i 
pass  the  night  in,  that's  just  the  o 
pitch  on." 

TreTor  looked  behind  him,  op  thi 
the  hill  which  he  had  descended, 
threw  bis  eyes  towards  the  hc^ow. 
deavoured  to  dirine  tbe  nmte  i 
boshrangers  would  choose,  if  they 
their  minds  to  make  tbat  spot  thf 
their  retreat ;  and  he  tbongbt  he  cc 
by  the  light  of  the  moon,  a  clear  p 
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take  under  such  cir- 

o  the  eorporal,  and 

the  beuiogs  as  well 
ilight.  Then  placing 
rectkHO,  and  desiring 
ood  look  oot  for  the 
rated  his  attention  on 
i"  the  two  advanced 
tiehottow. 

he  readied  a  poiitf 
9at  the  centre  of  the 
|Hed  an  object  which 
lor  shrub,  and  whi^ 
ome  hut  built  by  tbe 

his  suspicion  to  the 
xienced  person,  in  a 

the  ensign  that  the 
heir  break-winds  of 
rajs  of  slips  of  bark, 

strip  from  an;  trees 

Imi^er^   dien,"  said 
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"  That  'a  what  I  think,"  retamed 
poral,  cautiously  runDiDg  down  a  cart 

"Follow  me,  silently,"  said  TreTor. 

Then,  with  their  weapons  in  i 
stepping  with  the  greatest  caution, 
pared  for  immediate  conflict,  but  di 
surprising  their  enemies,  who  they  ki 
resolute  men ;  and  lending  their  ea 
slightest  sound  that  arose  in  the  at 
the  night,  they  advanced  silently  to  i 
hut  which  had  excited  their  suspicion 

Tile  corporal  fotgot  his  frtigue 
appetite,  in  bis  hope  of  a  "  brush  ** 
bushrangers;  and  Trevor  felt  his  h 
with  excitement  so  as  almost  to  ^vi 
sound,  as  he  thought  of  Helen 
desperate  position  in  the  power  of 
ruffiaoB. 

Possessed  with  these  characteristic 
they  made  their  way,  as  they  snpposec 
giving  any  alarm,  to  the  back  of  th 
boughs,  where  Trevor  listened  to 
moments  in  breathless  excitement. 


time,  was  not  a 
antinued  absence, 
ippearaace  uf  die 

ting  with  him,  as 
aXj,  ia  respect  of 
ad  it  was  in  the 
K,  therefore,  that 
L.  Bat  when  the 
it  any  tidings  of 
dtero,  the  Major's 
to  alarm,  and  his 
Jl  sorts  of  punful 
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This  new  cause  of  alarm  coining  on 
addition  to  his  absorbing  anuetj  for  thi 
of  bis  daughter  Helen,  whose  probable 
the  hands  of  remorseless  ruffians  was  toi 
ful  for  the  father  to  contemplate  witb 
most  violent  a^tation  of  grief  and  ra 
almost  too  much  for  him  to  bear,  anc 
upset  for  the  time  the  usual  equanimit 
it  was  his  pride  and  boast  under  all 
stances  to  preserve. 

The  mind  of  the  Major  was  the  m 
turbed  at  Trevor's  absence,  as  it  w 
important  that  no  time  should  be  loet  i 
ing  measures  for  the  recapture  of  Hel 
being  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what  bad  h 
to  his  future  son-in-law,  or  what  had  b< 
the  corporal,  he  was  unable  to  dcmdi 
plan  of  action.  In  this  state  of  perpl 
remiuned  until  the  dark  had  set  in;  an< 
was  too  late  to  move  about  in  the  bush 
knowing  the  country,  and  without  ha< 
fixed  point  towards  which  to  direct  his 
But  the  habits  of  the  old  soldier  pi 
bim  not  to  neglect  any  means  of  assi 
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ir  of  discovering  hia  eaeinies,  he 
d  scouts  in  various  directions,  with 
proceed  warily  and  to  listea  fur  the 
voices;  he  directed  thetn  also  to 
ij  convenient  emiaence,  and  to  look 
the    appearance    of   a    fire    in    the 

was  some  moonlight,  but  not  enough 
much  service;  and  the  men  being 
ited  with  the  couatry,  and  unaccus- 
the  bush,  were  not  able  to  penetrate 
ihe  wilds  beyond  the  cave ;  and  they 
led  with  the  same  account,  that  they 
ither  see  uor  hear  anything  of  their 
ends  nor  of  the  bushrangers.  One  of 
■orted,  however,  that  at  a  particular 
ch  he  described  as  abouodiog  in  masses 
'l«-  ■•n«-i  and  rocla,  he  had  beard 
ed  the  barking  and  whining 


Jon  afforded  no  ai 
ire  that  there  existed  a  sort 
i  island,  of  a  species  between 
ind  a  jaclcall;  and  neither 
o  2 
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Trevor  nor  the  busbr 
with  them. 

Thus  the  night  p: 
for  the  party  at  the 
and  the  corporal  did  : 
that  they  had  fallen  ii 
rangers ;  and  such  a 
the  enemy  was  in  grei 
Mark  Brandon  only  a 
was  possible,  tberefc 
might  be  attaclced;  ani 
to  his  mate  on  board 
look  out,  while  the  p 
diligently  to  guard  ag 

Hio  Major,  howevc 
of  lime  to  allow  the  h< 
without  making  arran 
earliest  dawn  of  day 
daughter. 

In  this  expedition  1 
him  the  two  soldien 
detachment  under  th< 
and  who,  being  aware  < 
in  the  army,  though 
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lily  agreed  to  obey  his  orders,  and  were 
less  e^r  to  rescue  their  officer,  who, 
be  feiired,  had  been  taken  by  the  con- 
D  the  Major  was  to  save  his  daughter, 
en  Bummoned  his  trusty  mate  to  the 
and  in  the  first  place  he  gave  him 
instructions,  placing  him  in  command 
'ssci  in  his  absence,  "  which,"  he  said, 
>e  for  some  days,  or  longer." 
joined  him  to  be  particularly  cautious 
>proacb  of  strangers,  wlicther  in  boats 
fta,  and  to  keep  the  brig  as  much  as 
in  the  centre  of  the  bay." 
IS  at  first  inclined  to  send  the  brig  up 
rent  to  Hobart  Town,  in  order  to  con- 
isa  to  a  place  of  greater  security  than 
el  under  the  circumstances  atforded; 
iirther  consideration,  he  thought,  as  he 
acquainted  with  any  family  at  Hobart 
hat  she  would  be  better  in  the  brig 
e  care  of  the  trusty  mate.  Besides,  it 
irable  that  the  vessel  should  remain 
was,  near  at  hand,  not  only  as  a  place 
it  on  an  emergency,  but  for  the  purpose 
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also  of  fumishing  assis 
the  occasion  demand 

Neither  did  the  Maj 
mentB,  the  captured 
whom  Trevor  had  lefl 
constable  at  the  creek 
it  vould  have  been  da 
vithout  the  means  of 
shore,  he  was  able  I 
boats  for  the  removs 
town. 

Thb  boat  he  despal 
vras  fair ;  and  he  wroi 
ance  to  the  autboriti< 
municating  the  eyentc 
and  stating  his  feara 
corporal  had  by  some 
Mark  Brandon;  and 
to  set  off  at  daybreak 
ing  his  daughter  fro 
had  got  possesuon  of 
ligence  of  the  ensign, 
mysteriously. 

Having  settled  all  tb 
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inner,  as  became  an  experienced  officer, 
iviog  paid  petsona]  attention  to  all  the 
necessaiy  for  their  convenient  travel  in 
sb,  the  Major  eodeavoured  to  anatch  a 
lutes  of  repose ;  but,  although  he  dosed 
ts,  he  could  not  Bleep.  The  image  of 
ghter  in  the  hands  of  merciless  ruffians 
nstantij  present  to  his  mind — some- 
to  his  disturbed  fancy,  extending  ber 
o  him  for  help  in  her  extremity ;  and 
les,  preferring  death  to  dishonour,  in 
■nies  of  a  death  inflicted  by  her  own 
land. 

dawn  of  the  morning,  therefore,  came 
as  a  &iend,  to  cheer  him  with  its  light, 
brace  htm  up  with  its  cooling  freshness 
coming  fetigues  of  the  day. 

noned  hie  companions,  for 
tosh  subordinate  followers 
red  in  that  light,  as  joint- 
is  and  dangers;  and  all 
id  over-night  for  their  de- 
Caken  leave  of  Louisa,  as 
there  was  sufficient  daylight  to  enable 
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tbera  to  (listiDguiflh  any  track  left  by  tt 
rangers,  they  plunged  into  the  intricacic 
pathless  bush. 

But  the  outset  of  his  expedition  was 
means  propitioua;  and  a  less  cool  am 
mined  character  than  the  Maja 
been  daunted  in  eacountering  tl 
which  it  seemed  he  was  to  be  bei 
beginning  of  his  pursuit. 

The  unusual  circumstance  of  t 
of  a  vessel  in  that  unfrequented 
cited  the  curiosity  of  a  body  of  naUv 
unseen,  and  at  a  distance,  near  the  sea- 
thc  westward,  watched  the  manoeuvre! 
brig  and  the  boats  on  the  water.  Th 
able  to  understand  that  there  were  twi 
engaged,  but  their  object  was  beyond  th 
understandings  of  the  nativea  to  com] 
However,  as  they  had  felt  the  mist 
effects  of  the  interference  of  the  white 
with  their  bunting-grouuds  in  other 
the  island,  they  were  fully  alive  to 
effects  of  the  strangers  taking  posse: 
ibis   district,    and   they   regarded  ih 


the    deepest    in- 

at  a  part;  from  the 
id  established  them- 
cave  by  tbe  roai^in 
ear  that  it  waa  the 
lie  to  take  possession 
y  also,  and  to  drive 
astes  of  the  western 
I  and  tbe  opossum 
be  sweet  gum-trees 

therefore,  that  they 
ggressioo,  as  mani- 

bia  sailors  on  tbe 

from  the  brig,  when 
ice  of  his  schemes, 
liberty. 

people  closely ;  and 
r,  consisting  of  four 
rt  from  the  cave  and 
interior.    Tbb  they 

expedition  for  the 
le    coQStry,   and  of 
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examiDing  into  t 
and  of  the  most 
hooses. 

Now  it  is  to  I 
natives  of  Van 
gradually  expelled 
white  people,  firoi 
spots  on  the  islam 
grass  land  was  fiivi 
kangaroo,  and  tt 
opossum.  These 
p«lled  the  tribes  < 
sessed  of  their  hni 
the  hunling-groiu! 
disputes  to  whici 
were  the  cause  of 
conflicting  parties. 

The  natives,  tl 
people  as  most  u 
and  there  was  a  n 
croachtnents  of  th 
greater  than  usaal 
the  lands  of  savag 

The   native  of 
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n  beings  uolike  the 
It  of  other  savages, 
idence :  he  neither 
It  a  dwelUcg. 
itute  of  indigenous 
a  could  subsist,  his 
rere  the  few  wild 
brded,  and  the  gum 
>se  from  which  the 
reduced.  To  these 
occasionally  locusts, 
the  re»nouB  blue- 
delicacies  of  a  like 
TO  considered  rather 
in  as  a  suhfitantial 

»,  therefore,  being 
for  them  to  have  a 
their  command,  in 
iaos  of  subustence ; 
of  the  countiy  into 
f  which  a  particular 
alously  rerasting  the 
ribes ;  which  was  in 


rigl 
8a 
aig 


ol 
bal 
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•at,  barlej,  or  Indian 
>otu  root,  nothing  like 
a,  or  the  bread-fruit, 
nutritive  fruit  in  the 

of  Nature  in  these 
ecessary  for  the  Bus- 
shape  of  grain,  fruit, 

of  a  piece  with  the 
ose  primitive  regions. 

evergreens,  and  shed 
Hlj,  but  their  bark ; 
re  is,  in  some  respects, 
;row8  in  the  rest  of  the 
be  aoimab,  and  even 
I  an  organic  peculiarity 
belly,  or  pouch,  which 
be  animals  ia  all  other 

bat  the  natives  of  Van 
to  be  spoken  of  in  the 
ist  at  present  in  the 
f  the  surviving  tribes 
an  island,  which  they 
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have  to  the 
government ; 
torn  9  and  ha 
known  exist 
of  Australia 
before  the 
white  peoplt 
Thcahaei 
coontry,  de| 
Land  of  the 
of  agricultu 
thete  was  m 
cise  his  ind 
of  developit 

Neither 
be  domesdi 
animal  fit 
discovered, 
is  peculiarl; 
all  the  artf 
tralian  colo: 
tame  it  in 
domesticate 
such  is  the 


ecessity,  that 
n  deprived  of 

tn's  Land  was 
rhat  he  was, 
f  Australia,  a 
a  home,  and 
IS,  and  teo- 
and  progress, 
I  of  home  en- 

latire  of  Van 
evea  at  that 
h  consists  of 
t  of  clothing, 
he  purpose  of 
le  year,  which 
le  early  mom- 

I,  having  only 
ig  the  day's 
rided  for  the 
.heir  own  use 
district  —  the 


extent  of  country  i 
ground. 

It  is  not  to  be 
they  regarded  the 
with  suBpicioa  ant 
been  already  drive 
they  had  from  tin 
fiCBsion,  they  were 
intnuiton  of  Strang 
remuDed  to  them 
to  resist  such  a^n 
their  power. 
'  It  was  with  such 
of  natives  ah«ady 
r^arded  the  landi 
the  Major  and  Iiia : 
circumstance  of  hia 
first  into  the  partj 
don, — then  into  tli 
of  the  ensign  and  tl 
into  the  party  of  th 
and  the  two  wldiei 
project  of  cutdng 
destroying  the  ene 
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le  to  deprive  tbetn  forcibly  of  their  own 

tlie  natives  of  this  particular  tribe  were 
!  exasperated  and  savage  in  their  feet* 
they  had  been  succeBsivelj  driven  from 
to  district,  first  by  the  white  people, 
1  by  their  fellows,  nntil  they  bad  been 
>  content  themselves  with  a  part  of  the 
abutting  on  the  sea-coast,  which  from 
;  character  was  scarcely  snfiScient,  with 
lost  diligence,  to  aff<ad  them  the  means 
rting  life. 

}  a  few  plying  scouts  of  this  tribe  of 
od  revengeful  natives,  the  main  body 
ig  of  about  forty  individuslB,  men, 
and  children,  who  now  watched  tbe 
of  the  Major  and  his  two  companions, 
leparted  firom  the  camp,  tbe  rest  of  his 
aving  returned  to  the  brig,  which  was 
iifterwards  anchored  in  the  middle  of 

kfajor  himself,  when  he  bad  proceeded 
wo  miles  from  the  cave,  first  caught 
*  a  moving  body,   entirely   Uack  and 


aalwd,  which  be  immedUtel;  gaesse 
native.  His  curiositj  to  see  these 
pOMeBBon  of  the  soil  of  which  he  h 
to  take  his  share  b;  right  of  immigral 
ae  g^^at,  that  he  was  rather  pleaset 
circumstance  thaa  otherwise,  as  he 
armed  and  accompanied  by  two  mei 
^scipUne  and  to  the  management 
we^>oiu ;  and  he  had  no  fear  for  Louisi 
who,  being  on  board  the  hrig,  and  i 
caie  of  the  vi^^Iant  mate,  he  conaider 
in  a  perfect  state  of  security. 

He  potated  out  the  object  to  h 
bat  before  thej  could  catch  sight  a 
native  had  ^sappeaied. 

The  Major  expressed  his  deare  to  e 
to  come  to  some  padey  with  the  an 
he  foond  his  men  bj  no  means  of  the 
cUnaticHi}  and  they  wer«  fiill  of  stone 
to  the  treacherous  and  ferocious  cht 
the  natives,  of  whom,  soldiers  as  th 
they  seemed  to  be  possessed  with  . 
mpeistitioaa  dread.  The  Major  made 
their  repieseDtations ;  but  before  the 
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lign  he  had  abiiniUnce  of  opportunity 
ig  at  a  better  knowledge  of  the  sbori- 
ose  acquaintuice  he  was  so  anxious  to 

irther  dewriptioQ,  however,  of  the 
lealings  mth  the  savages  mast  form 
2t  of  another  chapter,  as  the  course  of 
Uve  demands  our  attention  to  the  ad- 
of  the  lover  in  pursuit  of  the  more 
ptors  of  bis  mistresB. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

A   TOKEN. 

Tbevob  stood  for  stmie  time  in  a  cirouc! 
titude  behind  the  hut  of  bou^is,  hi 
tortured  bj  the  moat  horrible  feais  for 
of  Helen. 

He  stood ;  and  he,  listened;  and  be  ] 
breath ;  but  he  could  hear  do  sound. 

Presently  he  protruded  bis  head  cai 
round  the  hat ;  but  be  could  see  notbii 

The  clear  moonlight  sbone  on  a  sm 
apace  in  firont  of  the  hut,  but  an  u 
nleuce  prevailed;  and  the  moon  see 
shed  her  unimpassioned  beams  on  a  ct 
silent  solitude. 

Astonished  at  this  stiUnesSi  he  touc 
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on  the  arm,  as  an  intimatioD  to  follow 
id  retiring  backwards  among  the  bushy 
trees,  be  made  a  curcuit  to  the  rigbt, 
he  concealment  of  their  shadows,  till 

in  front  of  the  hut. 

there  was  no  sign  of  liviiig  thing ;  bat 
between  him  and  the  hut  a  dark  mass 
1  the  ground,  which  excited  bis  atten- 

!  were  no  dead  trees  eDCumberiog  the 
e  space  where  he  was  standing,  and 
t  mass  looked  strange  in  that  place, 
oi^mons  with  its  general  appearance. 
lirected  the  corporal  to  more  forward 
mine  it.  , 

corporal   made  the  usual   salute,   and 

with    military  promptitude;    not  ne- 

about  him,  however,  as  he  ad- 

e  protective  shade  of  the  trees 

e  of  grass. 

10  sooner  reached  the  appear- 
excited  hb  officer's  suspicion, 
;d  suddenly,  and  cocking  his 
he   directed  towards  the  oh- 


:t,  stood  in  an  atti 

Id  this  position  be 
lort  Btepa  neater  and 
)  it,  yihen  he  dieeng 
is  fiidock  and  bec^oi 

ffis  officer  ms  qi 
len  he  saw  that  th' 
ith  hia  face  to  the 
leepb 

The  corporal  madt 
ounce  upon  the  man 
^yat  assented  bj  a 

Laying  his  musket, 
nss,  the  corporal 
leeping  man,  and 
Tenched  them  behii 
ii»e  putting  bis  knee 
own;  but  the  man 
•TO  no  sign  of  beinj 
eis,  and  it  stinck  tb 
rere  psiticulariy  cold 
lis  back,  and  then 
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^mae  half^jpened  ejes,  oa 
f  the  tnooD  Bhed  their  ^nt 
It    onoe    th&t  the   man  was 

is  dead,"  said  the  corporal,  in  a  low 

JOB  BmeF"  snd  the  eneigii,  holtiUi^ 
:e  prepared,  and  lookiog  aroand  him 
oDcasy  glaoce ;  for  he  was  well  aware, 
the;  stood  eiqxwed  in  that  open  space, 
re  an  easy  nuok  for  an  enemj  Initiiig 
die  trees. 

tdl" — repeated  the  eoipond; — ^"diere 
oobt  of  that.  I  hare  seen  death  too 
mislBkeit.  Now,  who  is  this?  One 
rnsfarangers?*' 

;  US  examine  the  hat,"  sud  Trevor; 
OBsible  that  our  enemies  are  there* 

impressed  with  an  idea  that 
Dd  Helen  within  it,  or  some 
g  occupied  it,  he  proceeded 
panied  bj  the  corporal ;  and 
his  eagerness,  palled  down 
viaeh  obstmcted  his  yiewi 
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the  corporal  stood  ready  to  defend  hU 
from  any  sudden  attack. 

But  a  very  brief  survey  convinced  ' 
that  the  hut  was  empty.  He  neverthele 
ceeded  to  examine  it  thoroughly;  and  I 
sently  discovered  the  other  glove  of  Hel( 
the  fellow  one  to  that  which  he  already 
his  possession. 

This  token  be  in  a  moment  cotnprel 
was  intended  to  convey  to  him  that  th 
girl,  although  Btill  in  the  power  of  the 
rangers,  had  not  met  with  any  violent 
ntent  at  their  bands ;  althongh  the  deat 
of  the  man  on  the  grass  seemed  to 
that  there  had  been  a  quarrel  among 
very  likely  for  the  possession  o^  their  vie 

But  the  finding  of  the  glove  was  t 
whole  satisfectory,  as  it  assured  him  i 
existence  of  Helen;  and  he  felt  within 
strong  conviction  that  the  heroic  girl  wot 
be  dishonoured  and  alive. 

As  he  gazed  on  the  token,  agitatec 
these  thoughts,  he  opened  the  glove,  tl 
might  kiss  the  inanioiate  substance  wbic 


land,  wlien  he  per^ 
[ng  unuBual  withia. 
e  light  of  the  moon, 
I  red  lines  the  letter 
Jf  He  fancied  that 
quite  dry. 

hat  his  oflScer   was 
mg  emotioD,  asked 

y  news  of  the  young 

him  the  writing  on 
ather,  and  of  a  light 

he  corporal,  at  once, 
'  And  this  I  presume, 
onging  to  the  young 
has  written  this  with 
—with  her  own  blood 
:h  after  her.  WeU— 
rl!  m  be  bound  she 
tke  a  regular  I" 
I  Trevor,  shuddering; 
IB  is  her  love-tokei^ 
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addressed  to  loel  ii 
end  of  this  fearfid 
anderstand  it!  Yoa 
nther  than  yield  yov 
those  tcmoTseless  n 
mercy  od  their  own 
none  on  yon,  poca-  gi 
sofiuron  their  tmck 
only  two  to  contend 
•ioDB  hare  doohtlea 
here  food  for  the  es 
^ty,  thoagh,  that  du 
of  its  legitinMtc  prey. 
The  corporal,  who 
of  Hiss  H<»ton  and  1 
Tioiuly  acquainted, 
imagioe  the  reason  i 
this  lorei^jike  ihapso 
ezpoaine  of  their  coc 
warruited,  as  he  w 
age  of  faia  officer,  to  i 
circumstaDceB.  Fen 
therefore,  with  his  hi 
to  say: — 


It  for  any  nu- 
o;  wluuslwll 
Eupjwse  your 
17  ezuaining 
himf" 
me  uifbntui- 

toral,  who  had 
xmt  the  body 
proceeded  to 
it  for  efieets. 
nmd  •  stout 
ed  a  qtuntity 

s  of  B  greedy 
in ;  and  eodk 
«  plander,  for 
he  li^t  of  an 
war,  inTtdtm- 
Heregaided 
some  of  them 
leettBigDirith 
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"  If  yoo  like  to 
them,  70a  may  ke< 

"  Trouble  I  you 
they  are  aa  light  at 
tying  them  with  . 
"  But  boT  did  tt 
wonder?" — a  acru 
seizing  on  the  old 

"  I  have  no  c 
"that  they  sie  pa 
Major." 

"  Then  they  be 
corporal  with  a  dia 
case  ihey  can't  be 
tbey  are  heavy  ai 
will  make  me  walk 
with  your  leave,  y 
corporal,  untying 
wus^  with  a  de< 
where  somebody  i 
whether  this  togae 
be  useful." 

Nothing  more  1 
half  a  pound  of  tob 
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of  without 


le  said,  when  he  had 
d  bad  ofifered  the 
i  ensigD,  who  desired 
wish  the  rascal  bad 
1.  Shall  I  hnaj  this 
le  is  ?  He  would  lie 
.  a  sod  over  him ;  and 
I  a  big  rascal,  your 
id  that  makes  an  end 

,  my  good  fellow," 
ras  as  much  pleased 
t-feeling,  as  he  was 
is  absurdities;  "but 
have  a  difficulty  in 
; — beeddes,  we  haTe 
It  is  clear  to  me  that 
e  off  from  this  place ; 
bem  to  trarel  rapidly 
to  think  they  cannot 
i  we  hare  the  clue  to 
irth-weat.    We  most 


make  out  as  « 
and  tty  to  c 


«  Will  jour 
SM  irfkat  tbe  ti 

llieenugn: 
from  not  bavii 

acme  pettUi 


"  Suie  A  'a  I 
Kmooi'i  vat 
"  aod  that  wili 

BotTrcTor, 
oi^oaiyoonfii 
to  Us  Bubalter 
the  hour,  Iw 
amtit^fiBg  his 
and*  r^andui 
judged  that  th 
thecoqxiralft 
tifiedata. 

**11iemonii 
the  cold  is  alu 
and  it  nips  ■ 


Ill 

ad  I  ftncy  I  see  • 

'■  we  have  retted 
oa  make  anotlMr 
'ise  these  lucaU 

to  go  to  the  end 
sDoor's  pleasure, 
boDghs  over  the 
«,  so  that  I  may 
old  be  dooe  bj. 
Ay  be  next,*  he 
u  over  the  bodj 
e  can  do  for  ytfo^ 
have  been  a  bad 
lowerer,  it's  all 
jOQ  io  another 

«,  the  corporal 
siting  for  him  at 
ittle  impatience. 
raids  at  a  bnek 

o  make  progress 
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in  the  bush  at  n 
point  for  directk 
than  he  bad  anti 
way  through  the 
he  had  the  two  sii 
right.  Now  tha 
amidst  trees  whi 
obliged  to  turn  i 
obstractioDS  in  tt 
progress  in  the 
circamstances  wa 

Besides,  after  a 
light  failed  him,  i 
complete  darknea 
might  be  wanderi 
he  desired  to  pur 
the  dark  was  onlj 
to  a  halt,  and, 
march,  threw  bin 

The  corporal 
uid  for  some  Am 
occapied  with  tl 
safety  of  Helei 
ei^aged    in   an 


us 

tment  was  to  be 

1,  which  alwa^ 
ier'B  tboughtB  no 
!  preniBg  on  ibe 
'poni,  from  long 
OB  certain  adno 
MsuDc  aware  tbat 
K^atioD  of  vluch 
nitel;  postpooed. 
d  enthasiBst  as  lie 
ttoms  of  incipieot 
liadeot  him  tliat^ 
Miaj  do  iiNich  in 


•omething  ntore 
ent. 

npany,  HtCT^MrC} 
inTDluntary  ejacn- 
:  of  nacontroU^^ 
beebteA,  escaped 
Wna  iotoadozn^ 

I  give  one  of  tboae 
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doIUiB  for  a  monthfiil  ?  We  most  l<x 
some  game. — A  cockatoo  or  a  parrot  ' 
better  than  nothing,"  condnoed  the 
becoming  more  excited. 

"  This  sort  of  travelling,"  said  th 
"  is  no  easy  matter.  I  wish  we  had  i 
with  us ;  we  shall  get  puzzled  in  th< 
fear,  without  some  guide  to  direct  as." 

**  Your  Honour  never  was  out  oi 
campaign  before?" 

"  Never :  I  have  always  had  an  ii 
to  explore  the  country,  but  I  fear  w 
well  provided." 

"  Ah !  it 's  all  very  well  to  ezpbre  i 
where  there  are  plenty  of  &nn-hoi 
villages  with  inns  and  pubUc-housef 
but  exploring  in  this  country,  yonr 
ie  quite  a  di^rent  thing.  It 's  all  a  n 
ther«  is  nothing  to  be  got  but  what  ^ 
down  with  powder  and  shot ;  and  thai 
waste  of  ammunition  when  you  hav 
and  savages  to  provide  against, 
your  Honour  allow  me  to  aak  if  i: 
intention  to  seek  for  these  buahrai 


hard  to  fiad  a  man 
s  determined  to  hide 

I  I  hare  rescued  the 
ivTor  with  determina- 
ipe  that  we  shall  come 
ae  we  hare  daylight  to 
IS  cannot  move  about 
ut  leaviug  some  marks 
m." 

:  of  the  nauves  to  help 
"  It  'a  wonderfiil  to 
lows  can  track  in  the 
1  can  see  nothing  I" 
we  shall  have  no  occa- 
the  ensign.  "  I  am 
:  these  rascals  are  not 
aylight  is  coming.  Do 
iw  in  the  sky  yonder  ? 
e  have  a  guide  to  the 
ickj  that  we  stopped 
:re  going  quite  out  of 
the  track," 

mid  allow  me  to  give 
I 
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m;  advice,"  said  the  carp 
find  onr  way  bade  to  the  ] 
from ;  I  mean  where  the 
hut  of  bongha.  There  w 
if  there  is  anj  tnck  to 
we  areosce  onit,w«  can 
go  towarda  (he  north-wes 
we  are,  we  uny  travel  • 
nerer  come  np  with  the 
sir,  we  may  be  goii^  to 
the  enemy  too,  and  yet 
them,  because  we  are  n 
afi  the  time." 

"In  panllel  lines,"  a 
imderBtand." 

"  llie  best  line,"  contin 
to  be  in  the  same  line  as  t 
may  stand  a  chanoe  to  coi 
we  might  never  do  by 
Honour  speaks  of." 

Hw   ensign  thought 
advice  was  good;  and 
morning    was    now   man 
enable  dwm  to  look  abo 
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vt  from  which  Atj 

I  bttle  dehghtad,  on 
■^to  obsMve  oa  th* 
■fertmutu  Jennikh. 
ted  dw  night  befinvk 
aoffog  eye  qinddj 
ladeally  pntDomieBd 

it  was  in  the  fonn 
acditB^  a  BUPE^^  <>^ 
rry's  loei^  it  was  a 
inees  of  iriudi  both 
trailed  themBelvca. 
Lt  good  fbrtoofl,  the 
8  was  able  to  make 
m  which  the  buah- 
,  they  left  the  place; 

direction  from  that 

log  of  certunty  (^ 
m  astonishiDg  effect 
— while  the  coatnu^ 
«  of  the  miod,  and 
ist  which  it  is  most 


difficult  for  the  strongest  mind  to  Btru 
and  refreshed  by  the  modicum  of  foot 
they  had  found  so  opportunelj,  the 
led  the  way,  keeping  his  eye  steadily 
the  track,  which  was  here  and  there 
while  the  ensign  followed  at  a  short 
in  his  rear,  with  his  attention  diiectc 
general  aspect  of  the  country,  and 
listening  for  the  slightest  sound  whic 
betray  the  vicini^  of  the  enemy. 

In  this  way  they  proceeded  rapidly  1 
miles  without  meeting  with  anything 
course,  until  they  reached  the  borders  o 
and  sterile-looking  plain,  entirely  bare 
which  stretched  out  to  the  base  of  a  1 
beyond. 

They  looked  to  the  right  and  to  the 
they  could  see  nothing. 

The  track,  however,  evidently  pointt 
opposite  hill ;  and  the  corporal  and  hi 
{^ing  up  their  loins,  prepared  to  trav 
dreary  expanse,  well  aware  that  in  theii 
they  would  form  conspicuous  moving  o 
the  view  of  any  one  on  the  eminenrv 
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rangen  were  not  too  &r 
;ht  of  them,  the;  would 
irsuers    being    on    their 

'  said  the  corporal :  "  that 
Brandon,  seems  to  have 
rpose  that  he  might  have 
leiDg  what  was  heUnd 
he  is  on  the  hill  jonder, 
-11  the  time.    If  we  were  stand- 
eight  we  should  be  able  to  see 
this  bare  place  as  plaia  as  can 

ce  haste  then,"  said  Trevor ;  "  that 
more  than  a  mile  off.  We  may 
him  yet." 

deceive  in  the  bush,"  quietly  re- 
oral.  "  But  I  will  not  taily  yoor 
ad  on  it,  now  or  any  time.  But 
adon  is  not  easily  to  be  outwitted. 
»ntiou8  not  to  lose  the  track.  I 
'  Honour  to  keep  at  a  little  dis- 
for  nothing  distracts  more  than 
taat.     If  your  Honour  will  tiy  to 
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itcp  a  Btnigbt  Ifse  to  ibe  hUl  yoode 
I  look  for  hmJqb,  ve  iImII  have  tbc 
chance  between  na  o{  keeping  the  t 
as  not  to  lose  time;  aad  time  is  evt 

"Stoph" exclaimed  the  emiga;  "ata; 
there  tliey  aie  I  hat  we  wwe  going  vmuf 
then — to  the  lighL  Now,  b^  Gcu 
haxe  duaa  ia  i^ht,  and  it 'a  a  &ir 
it." 

"  When  ?"  s«d  the  coipcat,  lociuDg 
and  Iw'-n'jt'ng  his  &e-4ock. 

"There! — to  the  right.  Run  yo 
aking  the  ground  in  the  dinction  <tf  nij  1 
piece.* 

*'  I  aee  !"  said  the  corporal ;  "  ba 

"How  manj  of  theH  do  joa  Be 
I  can  we  obIj  two." 

"  Tliere  are  only  two,"  said  the  m 
lua  eyea  attentiTely  fixed  on  tb 
"hot I  thought  BO— they 

BOW." 

"  Wluch  way?" 

**  It  mattofB  little  to  n^"  replied  I 
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t,  "  «hicb  yraj  they  an 
like  to  get  within  shot; 
:  &t  ia  the  best  tlung  in 
di.» 
It?* 

Enoor.  Tboae  are  two 
der.  They  deceive  one 
;  but  vhcn  ibey  be^ 
US  tell  what  they  are. 
mu'a  featfaen  is  worth 
I  don't  know  whether 
though  I  bsTe  heard,  I 
is  something  hke  beeL 
ID  would  be  better  than 

:  of  eating  or  drinking 
with  the  bushrangers. 

oe  of  them,  and  could 
the  butt  end  of  your 

ny  dme,  I  see  no  objec- 

or  Honour:  why,  thcj 
nature,  and  it  'a  a  hard 
m  on  hmsebock.     And 
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they  always  tale  lo  the  moontaiDB  v 
are  chased.  It's  of  do  use  thinking 
80  DOW  for  aDother  march  across  t 
There's  one  good  thii^  about  it — t 
dead  timber,  and  no  big  loose  sto 
about,  that  worry  one  so  in  many  pla 
most  keep  a  sharp  look-out,  your  Hod< 
we  Dear  the  foot  of  the  bill,  for  it  wi 
ibr  those  blaclcguaids,  if  they  are  tbei 
us  off  as  we  are  coming  ap.  The  » 
are  over  this  plain  the  better." 

"  Go  on,  then,"  said  Trevor,  "  and 
best  leg  foremost,  corporal,  for  somet 
me  that  before  loDg  we  shall  come  u[ 
rascals." 

"  If  we  do  come  up  with  them," 
corporal,  handling  his  musket  vicic 
shall  be  a  bad  day  for  them  or  for  m< 
shan't  say  that  I  have  had  this  marc 
thing." 

After  this  profesuonal  exclamation 
poral  kept  silence,  being  busily  ec 
following  the   track ;  and    the   two 
continued  their  march  over  the  plun 
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showed  tha^  notwithstaodiDg  their  pre- 
kigne  aod  scanty  refreshment,  neither 
range  nor  their  strength  flagged  in  their 
leDterprise 


Tub  corporal  guessed 
tured  that  Mark  Braoc 
on  the  high  hill  ia  tt 
fiir  from  dirimng  the  d 
bushraDger  in  taking 
chosen  for  the  purpoi 
pursuers. 

When  he  had  conu 
the  night  before,  and 
presented  at  his  remu 
finger  on  the  tri^er  oJ 
offered  him,  in  a  tone 
tofy,  "  peace  or  war," 
bv  fiorprise,  and  withou 


1   do  D 

r  hit  OK 
power, 
ender  i 
»y  be 
but  ooD 
nto  hi 


eaodl 
uiinal 


thenSn 
B  oocnc 
MTticaL 
tnndoii 

Knot  Si 
totben 
long  as 
eganl  b 

I!"  he  ai 
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than  he  deaeired ;  w1 
ling,  when  they  oog 
stand  by  one  aaothei 
ready,  be  said,  if  Mai 
to  cut  her  windpipe 
for  she  was  only  an 
and  that  would  be  t 
matter;  for  he  had 
phattcally  aveired,  I 
woman  there  was 
espedally  where  tl: 
three,  which  was  al' 
word^  even  among  t 
the  shortest  way  wi 
saying  this,  he  made 
hn^  looking  at  Bran 
of  air  as  a  man  w 
sheep. 

But  Mark,  with 
him  aside,  and  in  a 
that  it  was  importai 
spared,  in  order  tbs 
as  a  hostage  to  be  p 
agunst  the  Major. 
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I  sometimeB  had  the  most 
I  for  their  daughters ;  aad 

pieaent  case,  the  Major 
ge  Bom  to  restore  the  girl; 
ras  to  insist  on  his  placing 
Dsal,  well  provided  and 
could  make  their  escape, 

the  restoration  of  his 

hich  struck  him  as  a 
and  altogether  worthy  of 
rk,  as  being  ap  to  more 
iment-man  in  the  colony, 
nted]  with  enthusiastic 
don.  "Blithe  thought^" 
<n  he  expressed  aloud,  in 
□cemed  might  have  the 
[estion,  "  that  there  was 
□g  '  that  fat  little  man,' 
y  longer,  for  he  only  ate 
hem  to  look  after;  and 
life — for  it  was  a  pity  to 
in  the  bush — would  put 
a  a  way,"  as  he  expressed 
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it,  "  comfortable  to  t 
selves* 

To  this  WmA  and 
that  his  comnule  mi 
Oifihig  matter  bdco 
but  he  recommend 
pleasnre  iradl  ihe 
work,  and  had  carri 
he  was  laden  to  th 
ment. 

Tlte  unhappy  Jere 
and  ga^ed,  was  oc 
salMwtion  of  CTeifk 
sattoD  of  the  two  bu 
self,  expregaed  his  pi 
BTFaDgement  by  dee 
by  various  conTobiv 
the  grass,  ezpres^Te 
be  vas  nnabe  to  giv 
the  &oetious  Grotq 
CDce  with  Brandon, 
bys  little  knock  on 
end  o£  his  mosket,  U 
thank  his  Man  that 
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angaroos  with  bts 

uigely  disturbed 
ad  by  the  words 
the  close  of  the 
Swindell,  which 
rmed  her  in  the 
power  over  the 
i>e  able  to  use  to 
ler  helpless  com- 

IrandoD,  in  order 
e  of  the  ru£Ban 
scrupled  to  add 
ler  defence,  and 
ute  act  she  con- 
LSt  .Brandon's — 
desire  to  stand 
lad  led  him  to 
hereby  reducing 
liances  of  success 
rs,  who  she  had 
L.  It  was  also 
ades,  rendering 
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lumEell^  as  slie  l 
and  liable  to  sufft 
he  had  pracUsed. 

Still  it  -nas  clei 
exposed  himself  I 
herself;  and  she 
that,  having  th 
motires,  and  thi: 
actions,  she  sfaou 
own  purposes,  an 
She  also  set  her  i 
set  free  Mr.  Si 
trusted  she  couU 
resistance  to  vie 
ofiered,  but  perh 
power  the  two  hi 
moment,  and  so  < 

Snch  were  th( 
through  her  mil 
after  his  brief  co: 
sturdy  comiBde. 

Before  Mark  ai 
her  speak,  in  ord 
by  the  words  tha 
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ibey  were  uttered,  of  tbe  miad  and  tein> 
the  speaker.  But  in  this  ezpectatioD 
disappointed.    Helen  waited  for  him  to 

ras  obliged,  therefore,  to  say  something; 

commenced  with  what  lawyers  call  a 
g"  obserraUon : 

is  is  a  rough  deed  for  a  ladj  to  witness, 
orton." 

n,  having  in  her  mind  her  own  plane, 
nswer  with  as  much  composure  as  she 
ssame : — 

is  a  dreadful  deed ! — But  at  least  I  have 
k  you  for  preventing  the  insult  which 
etch  contemplated." 

light,"  said  Brandon  to  himself.  Then, 
letrated  with  the  extent  of  the  risk  which 
run  for  her  sake,  he  continued : 
vas  a  dreadful  deed.  Miss  Horton,  and  a 
te  one;  hut  there  was  no  other  way  of 
you. — Had  I  been  thinking  of  myself 
lan  others,"  he  cootinoed,  "  I  should  not 
liven  my  enemies  tbe  opportunity  of 
that  which  might  be  construed  into  the 
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crime  of  murder 
necessity  has  ma 
tbat  Miss  Horton 
mony  to  my  moti 
time  brought  agai 

"  It  is  of  little 
mony,  while  I  a 
with  my  haods 
making  an  impati 

"  I  am  now  abl 
release  them,"  si 
with  his  knife ; 
Horton,  it  was  i 
entirely,  as  easilj 
hoods — not  less  p 
for  you  to  bear." 

'*  But  what  pre 
glowing  in  her  h 
ing flight;  "you 
of  my  father  and 
cession  with  the 
could  avail  in  o 
sure  it  would  be  ( 
for  your  protectto 


.  "protection"  designedly, 
would  stir  up  and  aliment 
felt  the  bushranger  had, 
of  by  her.  But  she  was 
feminine  cunning  on  this 
ae  duplicity  of  her  aotago- 

bject  to  cany  her  &r  into 
spot  where  be  should  be 
and  under  such  circnm- 
:  doubt  that  he  should  be 
3  his  wishes:  but  he  was 
Jiout  her  own  consent,  it 
to  force  her  much  further 
r  and  the  delay  of  carrying 
gh  the  bush  would  allow 
i  on  his  track  to  come  up 

lerefore  that  she  should  be 
panying  them;  and  with 
It  he  could  not  do  better 
the  same  tale  with  which 
•ute  Grough,  which  indeed 
enough,  and  adapted  to 
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the  enticing  of  ber  1 
progress  onvrords  wit 
conlil  not  disguise  &o 
of  Helen's  turn  of  m 
•vroB,  an  J  suspicion  of 
might  tempt  her  to  r 
sacrifice  her  own  life, 
to  be  removed  to  a 
chance  of  edccout. 

He  told  her  the  sa 
he  had  invented  for  I 
not  without  some  r 
carr^'ing  it  at  some  fi 
he  had  accomplished 
this  plan  seemed  the 
it  squared  with  the 
to  escape  from  the  isl 
of  her  mind  she  was 
of  the  extent  of  dup 
such  a  man  was  caps 

But  with  a  view  o 
further,  and  with  th( 
her  own  escape,  as 
panion    in  misfortui 


.  SilUmaii's  huidi^ 
the    gag    ia   his 

Bseated,  as  he  had 
I  in  order  to  eoable 
the  &Bter  j  although 
it  it  was  eotiiely  in 
wishes  that  he  con- 
oa. 

ud  Mai^  "  that  we 
!  of  securer  retreat 
in  treat  with  safety 

as  you  assure  me, 
Bomplyiog  with  my 

will  not   be  liHig. 

ashamed  that  it  hat 
'  Miss  HortoD  will 
lie  condition  of  my 
:oantry,  innocent  as 
such  as  I  have  com- 
rledge, — ^if  it  cao  be 

man  unjustly  con- 
ecover  fais  Uberty, — 
se,  perhaps,  for  the 
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offeace  which  I  have  involuntarily  co 
against  herself,  and  of  which  necessi 
has  been  the  unhappy  cause." 

"  What  will  happen,"  asked  Helen, ' 
tennine  to  remun  here  f" 

"  My  comrade  Grough,  I  fear,  and 
have  no  doubt,  would  force  you  to  go 
by  means  which  you  could  not  resist- 
he  said,  "you  would  have  me  add 
dea&  to  this  night's  account." 

Helen  shuddered  at  this  sug^stion  < 
slaughter :  besides,  she  trusted  that  ah 
have  more  opportunltiGa  of  escape  ic 
than  in  restiDg  where  she  was,  and  e 
with  a  friend  devoted  to  her  inter 
liberty  in  the  person  of  Mr.  SiUin 
seeing  that  it  would  be  viun  to  desist, 
her  best  course  was  to  feign  an  indi£Fc 
to  her  being  taken  further  which  shi 
feel,  she  signi6ed  her  consent,  asking 
a  few  minutes*  longer  repose,  in  order  t 
to  recruit  her  strength  by  travel. 

This  interval  she  employed  in  trac 
her  blood,  by  means  of  a  pin,  those  i 
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re  whicli  was  fortunately  discovered  by 

irerioiu  tallt  of  the  two  men  who  bod 
er  for  some  miles  on  the  way  before 
ached  the  scene  of  these  transacdons, 
le  her  acquainted  with  the  intention  of 
uBnger  to  retreat  nortb-west  into  the 
a  part  of  the  country  with  which  the 
prere  entirely  unacquainted.  She  would 
St  her  mind  of  the  coDviction  that  ber 
when  they  discovered  ber  abduction^ 
ake  immediate  measures  to  follow  to 
K ;  and  it  was  this  hope  that  enabled 
nipport  herself^  and  to  preserve  the 
um  of  her  mind,  under  circumstances 
r  and  fearful  to  a  young  and  delicate 
whom  harm  or  insult  had  never  before 

s  mean  time  Brandon  talked  with 
taking  care  to  instil  into  him  the  vital 
ice  of  preventing  the  girl's  escape,  and 
eceasi^  of  taking  her  along  with  them 
id,  and,  as  he  endeavoured  to  make  the 
e  brute  undersUnd,  without  insult,  in 
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order  to  ioaore  tlie  compliance  of  hei 
with  the  conditioDs  of  her  release ;  at  t 
time  impresuDg  on  him  the  oeceasit; 
80  comporting  himself  withoat  procee 
actual  violence,  as  to  strike  a  terror  i 
girl,  in  order  to  u^e  her  forward  as  tarn 
sible,  and  to  intimidate  her  &om  attem 
escape. 

With  all  these  instructioas  the  < 
Grough  expressed  his  utmost  williti) 
comply,  being  not  only  congenial  with 
tastes  and  habits,  but  necessary  for  the 
oS  the  ultimate  design  of  Mad:,  which 
felicitated  himself  on  seeing  through 
acuteneas  which  almost  equalled  Mai 
pnJific  ioTrntion  in  plots  and  stratagei 

In  good  humour,  therefore,  with  him 
the  state  of  their  affairs,  he  gave  I 
understand  that  the  musket  which  hi 
was  loaded  with  two  balls,  which  it 
intention,  ha  said,  instantly  to  c 
through  her  head  if  she  did  not  imn 
"  stir  her  stumps  "  and  pve  no  trouble 

Mark  Brandon,  in  the  mean  time 
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No  matter  how  he  was  killeii 
is  dead,  sure  enough.  But 
justice  to  Bay,  Mark,  that 
never  Bawl  Whj  he  died, 
all  in  a  huny,  without  ha 
good-by  to  any  one  I  More 
ing  it  r 

With  this  valedictory  ep 
ceased  companioD,  the  ruffia 
the  end  of  his  musket  to  hi 
on  ;  and  the  bushranger 
Jerry  with  a  similar  indi 
resumed  their  flight  into  the 

Their  pn^ress,  at  ntght, 
slow;  and  Brandon  was  ca 
Helen  too  fast,  as  he  wish 
strength  until  the  daylight 
more  available,  and  when  1 
by  a  survey  of  the  country  te 
that  seemed  best  for  penetn 
of  the  interior.  He  did  not 
deky ;  as  he  knew  very  well 
of  a  pursuing  enemy,  if  th 
on  their  footsteps,  which  hi 
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than  his  own,  inas- 
liged  to  walk  more 
■re  the  track,  should 
i  to  pause  also  occa- 

lost. 

I  a  few  miles,  there- 
ed  for  the  dawn  of 
[ht.  In  this  also  he 
rsuera;  for  the  faint 

allow  a  party  to  run 
those  who  follow ;  as 
r  to  he  able  to  see, 
;  of  the  country,  hut 
he  passage  of  those 

not  at  all  uneasy  on 
1  acquiunted  mth  the 
Uers  in  the  buah,  in 

and  he  had  no  sus- 
:h  the  ready-wtted 
to  devise  for  directing 
n  pursuit 

with  all  his  subtilty, 
ir  a  feeble  girl,  who, 
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reljing  on  the  prom; 
her  lover,  was  able  t 
with  a  firmness  which 
and  which  he  ascribec 
on  her  part,  which 
sometimes  puzzled  I 
fact,  owing  to  her  str 
courage  and  her  own 
succour  which  she  e 
she  was  sure  would 
necessary  to  save  her, 

As  soon,  therefore 
spread  sufficient  lig 
enable  them  to  pick  t 
announced  that  it 
should  proceed;  and 
lucky  chance,  now  t 
would  enable  her  ti 
desirous  of  blinding 
semblance  of  a  rea 
commands,  at  once  o1 

As  to  poor  Jeren 
but  to  comply  at  oi 
brutal  Grougfa,  who, 
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bim  that  it  was  time  for 
grass  and  take  up  bis  load 
■esistance  oo  his  part,  the 
i  ruffian's  loaded  musket:, 
r  Jerry's  fears,  which  made 
could  actually  see  the 
m11  at  the  top  of  it  ready 
lie  bottom  of  the  barrel, 
opt  eotirely    out    of  the 

I  doleful  glance  at  Helen, 
ulonaly  kept  at  some  dis- 
e  gave  him  a  look  which 
hat  she  was  not  without 
their  difficulties, 
tpe  consisted  be  did  not 
is  a  something  in  Helen's 
1  resolution  and  a  sort  of 
h  BO  elated  htm  in   his 

exuberance  of  his  sudden 
rt  of  caper,  much  to  the 
rough,  who  declared,  that 

firesb,  he  could  catry  a 
nedtately  added  to  Jeny's 
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load  his  own  kna 
of  overloading  t1 
hitherto  carried  c 
admonished  to  cc 
exhihition  of  bis 
trudged  dolorouslj 
and  Helen,  and 
firom  time  to  tio 
faster  by  well-tii 
unBcnipulouB  fei 
throwing  a  little  e 
bj  protesting  tha 
was  fast  approach  i 
have  nothing  to 
8tud;tbe  botany 

Li  this  order  t] 
a  dense  forest,  fix>i 
open  pliun. 

Had  Brandon  b 
80  close  behind  hi 
discovery  by  venti 
be  would  be  sure 
rear.  But  depeD< 
course  as  to  have 
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ur  a  bi^  lull 
a  the  BiuQmit 
d  be  able  to 
u>  try  beyond. 
i  moDotonous 
^rtunitj  to 
trace  of  their 
suit;  but  in 
Kly  followed 
idoo  bad  his 
e  could  ccHi- 
ing  berpur- 

ebiU,  which 
okiDg  trees, 
■k)  she  pre- 
atching  bold 
in  ber&U. 
r  side,  with 
er  accident, 
Mve  &tigne, 

tbey  Bboold 
a  tbott  dis- 
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taDce  up  the  ascent,  and  resuming  his  ] 
Jerry,  ]eft  her  to  the  superintenden 
fellow,  adheriog  ia  this  respect  to  tl 
which  he  had  laid  down  for  himself, 
appear  near  Helen  in  a,  position  wbic 
his  personal  coercion  of  her,  and  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  offensive,  and  to  d 
with  his  presence. 

Thus  compelled  and  urged  by  th< 
monious  promptings  of  the  unpitiablc 
she  continued  her  weary  course,  ho 
stick  which  she  had  snapped  from  the 
lessly  in  her  hand,  and  contriring  to 
small  pieces  as  she  went  on,  which  sh( 
on  the  ground. 

Id  this  way  they  slowly  climbed  the 
at  last  they  gained  the  summit,  whe 
command  of  Brandon,  ber  conductor 
and,  to  the  infinite  satisiaclion  of  J 
bushranger  announced  that  it  was  his 
that  they  should  rest  there  for  some 
order  that  Miss  Horton  might  recover 
fatigue. 

In  pursuance  of  this   intention,  } 
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led  to  cut  down,  with  an  aze 
some  of  the  boughs  of  the  few 
scattered  here  and  there  near 
II,  and  with  which  he  rapidly 
structed  a  temporary  hut,  in 
Helen  to  repose  herself.  He 
tioD  from  the  provisions  car- 
ich  he  offered  for  her  refresh- 
Helen,  who  was  intent  on 
iccepted. 

>egan  to  examine  carefully  the 
I  siUToundiBg  country,  which 
:ion  enabled  him  to  do  with 
e  noted  especially  all  conspi- 
irda  the  north-west,  observing 
ith  which  he  bad  taken  care  to 
om  the  Major's  cabin  in  the 
points  and  bearings,  as  it  was 
hat  he  intended  to  bend  his 
ecause  it  was  the  interior  of 
ause  it  was  a  part  of  the  coun- 
id  unknown  to  any  but  a  few 
the  crowD,  who  imparted  the 
formation  to  the  select  only 
I.  2 
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amoag  their  &ien( 
themselres  of  tbei 
on  occasions  such 

The  aspect  of 
ranger  surveyed  i 
extreme.  Divers 
and  plains,  and 
trees,  the  scene  i 
while  the  height,  1 
it,  concealed  its  k 
ter  of  solitude  and 

But  it  was  not 
romance  of  landa 
business  of  Branc 
was  to  ascertain ' 
him,  and  the  opei 
for  the  passage  oi 
their  other  side, 
to  his  sadg&ction 
to  the  examine 
obstades  which  ii 
He  observed, 
losing  itself  in  a  i 
b;-wes^  a  narroi 
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[tad  whicli  he  judged 
inble  river.  This  river 
he  distant  tier  of  billa> 
hich  it  was  his  object  to 
Id  Dot  see  how  to  avoid 
It  to  his  own  ingenuity 
care  only  to  choose  as 
aa  &r  to  the  northward 
iriering  too  much  with 
knew  that  the  neater  he 
ce,  the  narrower  would 
more  easy  to  be  passed 
e  coast,  to  the  south,  it 
I  broader  and  broader, 
the  sea. 

I  survey  to  bis  satis&c- 
lan  of  his  fiitore  route 
e  threw  himself  on  the 

ih,  exhausted  with  the 
,  and  of  tlie  heavy  load 
which  he  bad  borne  so 
bund  sleep,  in  which  he 
ed  by  the  other  bush- 
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ranger;  but  Brant 
&tigue  and  the  neo 
nese  weighed  heavi! 
close  his  eyes. 

But  finding,  after 
desire  of  Bleep  was 
senses,  he  suddenb 
and  commenced  pai 
distance,  but  within 
habitation ;  somelii 
country  in  the  distal 
the  plain  over  wh 
Although  he  had  m 
followed,  not  bavin] 
significant  hints  f< 
friends,  he  did  not  i 
rear,  in  pursuance  o 

On  a  sudden,  as  1 
bare  plain  behind  1 
saw,  some  moving 
were  emus,  or  whe 
could  not  at  that  i 
kept  bis  eyes  fixed 

Helen  also,  who 
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rred  through  the  boaghs  of  her  hot  two 
b  moving  on  the  plain  beneath  the  bill, 
which  her  heart  at  once  told  her  were 
ds  coming  to  her  rescue.  In  the  eager- 
of  her  joj,  she  ran  out  of  her  but  to  the 

of  the  hill,  which  in  that  direction  was 
ly  perpendicular,  and  with  clasped  bands 
itraiued  eyes  gazed  on  the  living  atoms  od 
:arth's  surface,  which  bj  almost  inpercep- 
degrees  continued  to  advance. 
.  that  moment  tlie  bushranger  caught  the 
ession  of  wild  joy  which  was  visible  in  her 

;  and  there  was  a  something  in  her  eye 
li  conveyed  to  him  the  idea  that  there  was 

secret  intelligence,  though  by  what  means 
as  utterly  at  a  loss  to  imagine,  between  his 
?e  and  the  living  creatures  which  he  now 

out  to  be  human  beings,  who  were  follow- 
1  his  track. 

iziog  Helen  by  the  arm  with  his  left  hand, 
[)OLDting  to  the  suspicious  objects  with  his 
ag-piece,  which  he  held  extended  in  his 
,  he  asked  in  a  tone  of  strong  but  re- 
led  passion :— 
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"  MisE  HortOD,  what  do  yoa  know 
two  men  whom  I  see  on  oor  track?  i 
betrBjed  me?  Speak,  girl  I  As  j 
yoor  life,  do  you  know  tliem  ?" 

Afl  he  pronounced  these  words, 
Helen  with  convolaiTe  pasnon,  as  he 
in  his  powerful  giasp  tottering  on  thi 
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Qd  tones  of  Mark  Brandon's  voice,  as,  io 
[jsm  of  excitement  he  shook  Helen 
E  edge  of  the  precipice,  quickly  roused 
irade  and  the  other  prisoner  from  their 
rs. 

igh  was  the  first  to  wake;  and  seeing 
'andon,  as  he  immediately  conjectured, 
)at  to  cast  the  ^1  headlong  from  the 
-why  or  wherefore  he  cared  not — he 
his  musket,  and,  as  a  matter  of  business, 
ed  it  at  Jerry's  head,  as  that  astonished 
lal  nused  it  in  a  state  of  dreamy  coi^ 
from  a  little  hillock  of  turf  on  which  it 
a  bliseiidly  lepoBing. 
>y  had  been  that  sleep  1  for  the  wearied 
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Jeremiah  had  l^n  uacc 
or  of  guns  and  bullets ; 
of  Dreams,  as  if  to  re 
safferiugG  of  his  wakefu 
him  !□  faoc;  to  the  pei 
monger  Lane,  where,  it 
at  a  luxurious  City  Feai 
circumstances  of  glorio 
in  all  the  dignity  of  his 
man  of  London  1 

Joyous  -was  that  mot 
rare  were  the  costly  di 
competed  with  fat  venif 
ling  was  that  ideal  chan 
the  shouts  of  the  imag 
times-three  when  the  h 
drunk  with  all  the  entl 
spires  on  such  magnificc 

But  this  ecstatic  stai 
change  came  o'er  the  sp 
denly,  it  seemed  to  the 
person  of  the  respected 
who  presided  over  the 
natural  proportions!  his 
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ihranger!  The  roll  of 
toasts,  which  he  held 
ged  to  a  prodi^ous 
lice  rang  in  Jerri's 
\}\j  like  that  which 
th  fearful  emotions ; 
vision,  he  awoke  I 
of  the  Bushranger ! 
tie  beheld  the  eternal 
Grough  pointed  at 
iware  that  the  Bound 
to  be  the  tinkUng  of 
that  "click,"  so  die- 
jd  paitj,  which  was 
bis  enemy's  abomin- 
1  that  waking!  In 
niah  gave  vent  to  a 

kance  at  his  chief  to 
'  signify  that  it  was 
'a  waking  should  be 
p,  or,  as  he  mentally 
re  his  brains  blown 
g  sight  of  this  little 
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by-play,  pointed  it 
cms  of  saving  the  I 
adced,  in  a  tone  of  s 

"  Would  you  moi 

"Hold  offi"  saj. 
take  life  without  a 
through  his  head  at 
off,  mate,  I  say;  bu 
ger  abroad." 

The  obedient  Gi 
reluctant  to  be  ba 
quiesced;  but  he  b 
8oner  somewhat  liki 
on  the  prey  which 
upon  by  the  ban  of 
poor  Jerry  ache  U 
bones. 

"  What 's  in  the  w 

"There  is  misch 
attend  to  your  priso 
ready  for  a  start." 
who,  trembling  mor 
her  eyes  fixed  on  1 
plain  below,  he  said, 


lomething  of  yoa- 
ly  it;  I  see  it  io 
jrou  that  there  U 
1  any  attempt  at 
iDg  in  laj  power 
"ithey  must  be 
B  I  have  jet  eeeo 
ion  in  the  bush 
:d,  or  who  could 
i." 

}ut  continned  to 
uely  the  objects 
ring  in  her  track: 
ind  nearer  it  soon 
«  not  natives  but 
ied  in  their  hands 
ieceo  or  musket*. 
>ecame  convinced 
to  Grough  to  be 

Qing  away?"  re- 
ow  become  aware 
id  by  Brandon,  as 
s  visible  fnnn  the 
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spot  where  he  stoo 
"  What  'b  the  use  of 
There  are  only  two,  a 
them ;  and  then  wf!  c: 

"  No,  no,"  replied  '. 
mach  exposed.  But 
side  of  yonder  atream, 
to  the  water's  edge, 
them  as  we  please, 
must  moTe  on." 

"  Where  is  it,"  si 
to  giun  time,  "  that  y 

"  No  matter  where,' 
must  move  on." 

"But  this  is  agait 
Helen,  still  trying  to 
mised  that  yoa  would 
would  engage  to  pei 
tioned.  And  now  3 
to  make  your  terms 
coming." 

"  Yon  know  them 
clenching  his  teeth, 
with  a  threatening  g 
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11  commuDicste  with 
jlease.  Mies  Horton, 
iolence  towards  you ; 
for  me  to  negotiate 

len,  "it  should  be 
nother  fiieod?— Let 
I  undertake  on  my 
}  shall  do  what  you 
y  trust  to  mj  word  of 

irton,  but  your  &ther 
;bt  not  have  the  same 
ilf.  In  the  bush  it  is 
aded  muskets  than  to 
e  goes,  and  we  must 
I,"  he  added,  seizing 
i)  he  had  relinquished 
V,  "  I  say  again,  you 

not  go  on  P"    said 

a,  "I  fear  that  my 
ke  short  work  of  it. 
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Ijfe,  Miss  HortOD,  i: 
honour  will  induce 
owD.  His  musket  i 
the  trigger;  and  his 
This  he  said  bo 
and  that  obliging  pe: 
quickly  than  his  dn] 
diately  advanced,  vi 
to  kneel  down  on  I 
with  instant  death 
speak  ;  and  then  ( 
Helen,  he  had  the  nr 
as  it  was  a  lady  :— 
"  Now,  ma'am,  an 
Helen  must  have 
mortal,  if  she  could 
this  tenihle  threat, 
eye  of  the  miscreai 
of  malicious  glee.- 
her  knees  bent  und 
sunk  down  on  the 
supported  her  with 
same  time  that  he 
panion  to  turn  aside 
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iCODcem :  but  as  it  seemed 
I  person  that  it  was  a  pity 
have  some  object  to  puiot 
the  interim  towards  Jeny, 
this  time  be  ought  to  have 
ad  not  yet  arrived  at  that 
sregard  poseessed  by  the 
tie  iable,  and  evinced  bis 
piteous  supplicadon  t 
!d  in  this  little  manoeuvre, 
cient  to  enable  Helen  to 
e  of  mind.  All  ber  efforts 
.a  time: — 

le  said,  "  that  the  report  of 
be  the  surest  way  to  make 
o  are  in  pursuit  of  you  who 

i  Grougb,  recovering  bis 

ing  it,  "the  wench  is  right ! 

^do?» 

lelp  admiring  the  quick  wit 

had  sucb  an  instantaneous 

ill  intellects  of  bis  comrade ; 

lat  she. was  studying  pie- 
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texts  to  gain  i 
come  up,  an( 
time  had  beei 

In  a  pereii 
desired  her  to 
■was  useless,  ai 
her  life,  she 
other  side  of  I 

"Miss  Hon 
life  or  death  i 
a  desperate  i 
discharge  the 
your  heart;  ai 
him.* 

Helen  cast 
figures  vere  c 

"He  durst 
edge  of  the 
moving  objec 
report  vould  i 

"Then  die 
s  transport  o 
with  a  power 
^rl,  into  that 


rhicli  ;ou  would  be  dashed 
to  let  go  my  hold?  This 
tches  jou  ODce  relaxed,  and 
more  your  body  would  be 
or  the  native  dogs  to  feast 
say,  beware  how  you  tempt 

l^rl  hang  over  the  precipice 
(  Grough,  moved  for  once 
>f  cotnpassioaate  feeling: — 
ve  done  with  her.  No  need 
ark !  Let  her  go^she  will 
0  say  her  prayers  before  she 

e — ^you  beast — you  murder- 
ned  out  Jerry ;  "  you  11  be 
ind  doubly  hanged ;  and  you 
rutality." 

i  Grongb,  as  be  knocked 
tiad  essayed  to  rise  from  his 
-endofhismusket;  "here's 
i  must  have  the  gag.  What  I 
un  I    Then  you  most  have 
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"  Come  on  will 
Btruggliog  on  thi 
"better  come  on 
While  there 'a  life, 
one  is  dead  .... 

What  further 
Sillimaa  might  1: 
to  say,  for  at  thi: 
Groogh  dealt  hii 
with  hb  fist,  that 
to  the  further  ezp 
Mark  at  the  satu 
firom  her  perilous 
as  to  that  point  w< 

"Bind  his  hai 
Mark. 

Grough  perfbm 
skill  and  dexterity 

"Now,"  resume 
of  his  head  towarc 
'    Grough  did  this 

Helen  said  noth 

"  Will  jou  com' 
drag  you  i"  said  M 
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^D  remiuned  §ilent. 

ke  her  in  hand  T  he  said  to  Grough. 
w,  my  pretty  dear,"  sdd  that  most  tin- 
;  person,    "  I    think  you    might   give 
kiss  for  all  the  trouble  I  have  takea 
ou." 

D  shuddered :  her  hands  were  bound 
her  back ;  she  could  do  nothingt 
1   put   his    rough   beard    close   to    her 

ill  walk,"  she  Bud. 

ere's  a  beauty:  and  you  can  give  me 
i  whea  we  stop  for  the  night.  Now, 
t  's  all  right ;  the  lady  says  she  will  be 
le.  A  little  fester,  if  you  please,  ma'am, 
be  all  down-hill  presently.  Which  is 
nt,  Mark?     Had  you  not  better  go 

ip  that  big  tree  in  the  bottom  straight 
'OU  and  in  a  line  with  the  bill  beyond." 
,  ay.  Now,  tny  lady,  stir  your  stumps." 
1  stopped. 

my  hands,"  she  said, 
Brandon,  "I  promise 
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you  I  will  make  no  more  resistance ;  but  if  not, 
you  may  kill  me  if  you  will:  but  from  this 
spot  I  will  not  move." 

Mark  hesitated  for  a  moment;  and  then, 
without  saying  a  word,  untied  the  cord  which 
bound  her^  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Helen  immediately  moved  forward  at  a  quick 
pace ;  but  as  she  walked  she  contrived  to  tear 
strips  from  her  dress,  which  she  let  fall  on  the 
ground.  But  she  was  not  aware  that  the 
bushranger,  whose  quick  eye  caughtsight 
of  the  manceuvre^  rapidly  but  carefully  picked 
them  up,  as  he  followed,  with  not  less  dili- 
gence than  that  with  which  she  distributed 
them. 

<<  Hah,  hah  T  he  said  to  himself,  « this  has 
been  the  dodge,  has  it?  But  an  old  bush- 
ranger, my  beauty,  knows  a  trick  worth  two  of 
that.  I  don't  know,  though,''  he  muttered  to 
himself,  ^  whether  it  would  not  be  best  Her 
friends  are  on  our  track, — ^that's  certain;  and 
this  is  the  way  it  has  been  done.  There  are 
only  two  of  them :  they  can  travel  faster  than 
we  can,  encumbered  as  we  are  with  a  woman. 
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better  get  rid  of  them ;  and  thia  clae> 
b  she  is  taking  such  paina  to  g^ve  to  her 
da,  shall  be  the  lure  to  their  destruction, 
so  there  let  them  lie.  And  sow  for  a  good 
i  of  coucealoieiit,  where  ne  may  return 
e  for  dodge." 

ith  these  thoughts  he  urged  his  comrade 
md  his  pace ;  to  which  Helen,  confident 
e  success  of  her  stratagem,  made  no  ob- 
iD,  and  they  quickly  cleared  the  space 
sen  the  base  of  the  hill  from  which  they 
lescended  and  a  shallow  stream  which  was 
before  them. 

iVhat  will  she  do  now  ?"  aaid  Mark.  "  Ah ! 
las  something  in  her  shoe  I  and  she  thinks 
not  see  her  stick  that  little  twig  into  the 
id  on  the  margin  of  the  water  I  That 
igh  ia  the  dullest  ass  I  ever  saw  I  but  the 
I  has  strength,  and  a  sort  of  courage, 
tal !  See  how  she  picks  her  way  daintily 
the  water,  stepping  from  stone  to  stone ; 
low  she  has  got  to  the  other  side,  some- 
;  wrong  with  the  shoe  again!  Another 
stuck  in !     I  thought  so  I     Very  cleverly 


168  THB  AUBUSa,- 

dooe,  my  prett;  one  1  Bat  yoa  doo' 
that  you  are  aetting  springes  for  the  i 
ducka  that  are  coming  after  you  1  Ki 
mate,"  he  said,  alond ;  *<  straight  ahead 
into  the  scrub,  and  then  we  mil  have 
robbery,'  as  the  natiTes  say." 

They  now  advanced  among  the  thi< 
vhich  fringed  the  banks  of  the  rapid 
low  stream,  and  beyond   which   was 
wood,     llie  mass  of  bushes  was  so  d 
it  was  impossible  to  see  &r  beyond  tl 
the  covert  seemed  weU  adapted  for  t 
cealment  which  was  desirable.     But  tl 
not   proceeded  many  yards,   when  th 
ranger  called  a  halt. 

"  Ije  down  there,"  he  said  to  Jeremi. 
Stem  voice ;  "  and  look  to  it  that  you 
move  nor  speak,  or  yoa  shall  have  yon 
linocked  out  without  further  warning, 
you.  Miss  Horton,  be  pleased  to  hi 
there,"  pointing  to  a  space  between 
and  his  comrade.  "  Mate,'*  be  said, 
your  eye  on  them  both,  and  leave  t 
to  me." 
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lined  the  primioga  of  his 
nece,  passed  his  ramrod 
make  Buie  their  charges 
kced  or  loosened  in  the 

which  was  imitated  h; 
le  cleared  awaj  a  small 
^8  of  the  budi  behind 
ocealed,  and  arranged  a 
e  tree  on  which  to  rest 

tried,  and  was  satisfied 
ited  these  preparations, 
ith  his  companion,  who 

slapped  his  thigh  with 
mess  of  Mark's  "dodge," 
It,  and  waited  for  some 
^ound,  employed,  as  it 
the  time,  Ailer.musing 
nptly  approached  Miss 
h  politeness  requested  a 
ress: — 

!  siud.  "  You  see,  Miss 
ih  a  sneer,  "  it  is  already 
abstraction  more  cannot 
ippearance." 


I 
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Helen,  colouring  op,  made  no  resistance^  as 
he  gently  tore  off  a  small  portion,  while  Groagh 
and  Jerry  looked  on  with  extreme  surprise. 
Their  surprise  was  greater,  while  Helen's  heart 
sank  within  her,  when  they  saw  him,  throogh 
the  interstices  of  the  bushes,  tearing  the  piece 
of  stuff  into  small  shreds,  which  he  carefully 
strewed  on  the  ground  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
part  of  the  stream's  bank  which  they  had  passed 
over,  towards  the  bush  where  Brandon  had 
tried  his  fowling-piece  on  the  forked  brauch. 

It  then  became  evident  to  Helen  that  her 
own  device  had  been  penetrated,  and  its  object 
discovered,  and  that  it  now  was  being  made 
use  of  against  her  to  the  imminent  danger 
of  the  friends  who  were  hastening  to  her 
rescue. 

The  wondering  Grough,  when  he  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  object  of  this  manoeuvre  by 
Brandon,  after  having  given  vent  to  his  admir- 
ation by  sundry  whispered  oaths  and  exclama- 
tions, concluded  by  declaring,  with  an  awful 
asseveration,  ^  that  it  was  one  of  the  out-and- 
outerest  dodges  that  ever  man  contrived,  and 


;  AMBUSH.  171 

Ic  or  the  devit  bimself  could 
g  to  inveat  it  I 
1,  in  Mark's  ear,  "  it  '3  for 
itrewiag  grain  for  a  lot  of 
a  a  &na-yard,  bo  that  yon 
i,  and  can  nick  a  score  of 

amation  was  unheard  by 
too  cleazly  by  the  prepara- 
he  bnshranger's  design  to 
1  to  the  other  ride  of  the 
h  he  was  ensconced,  and 
te  and  certain  aim  to  shoot 
bey  had  any  suspicion  of 

enemy.  Her  colour  went 
eart  beat  quick  as  she  strove 

energies  and  to  rally  her 
:  on  some  scheme  for  defeat 
>lot  of  cowardly  and  di^>D- 
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While  (he  bashiaoger  was  makiog  the 
preparations  for  the  reception  of  Helen' 
Trevor  and  the  corporal  continued  the 
over  the  lengthened  plain,  whose  -wide 
seemed  to  the  eager  demres  of  the  lovi 
interminable. 

Even  the  toagh  and  seasoned  corj 
the  wearisomeness  of  the  vaj,  the  mi 
cially  as  he  missed  hie  accustomed  ratio 
out  which  the  bravest  and  the  sturdiesi 
to  find  their  spirits  and  their  courage 
at  the  time  of  trial.  It  was  with  m 
military  promptitude,  therefore,  that  he 
a  halt  at  the  intimation  of  hu  ofificer. 
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re  70U  sure  you  are  on  the  track  ?"  asked 
',  mnVing  Qge  of  the  iDquiTy  as  ao  excuse 
lort  rest. 

lite  sure,  jour  Honour.  If  you  will 
lowD  a  bit,  jou  will  see  that  the  blades  of 
>end  forward  slightly,  which  most  have 
uised  by  the  tread  bf  feet  not  long  since, 
ok  at  this,"  continued  the  coporal,  kneel- 
m  and  pointing  to  a  tiny  ant-hill;  "some 
has  been  set  upon  this,  that  'a  certain  I 
my  mind,  here  'a  the  round  mark  of  the 
i  man's  boot  as  plain  as  can  be  I  We  are 
t,  your  Honour,  so  far  as  the  track  goes ; 
upon  that." 

w  many  of  them  are  there,  do  you 
asked  Trevor. 

vMBihiA  tn  say,  Bir;  bnt,  to  my  thinking, 
any.  I  should  say,  not  more 
:  at  most.  If  we  could  come 
low,  where  there  is  no  grass, 
to  see  the  prints  of  their  feet, 
!  telt  better ;  bat  the  young 
ould  not  leave  much  mark 
^nerally  tread  light,  do  those 
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young  gals.  I 
States"  .  .  . 

"  Step  on,"  SI 
-which  the  corpo 
up  exciting  him 
suit ;  "  step  on, 
who  are  before 
hard  if  two  men 

The  corporal  i 
the  usual  salute,  1 
hand  to  the  peat 
throwing  his  mu 
on  with  renewed 

They  arrived  : 
The  retreating 
at  this  point,  the 
trated,  and  the  < 
He  looked  about 
that  the  fatigue  < 
mitted  exercise  o 
or  that  the  marlci 
the  veteran  was  | 

**  If  your  Hoi 
"so  as  to  marlc 
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the  bill  till  I  fait  on  the 

m  that  low  tree  before 
stipk  it  in  the  groand 
we   shall  be  both  at 

!  was  ordered,  and  ad- 
:,  which  was  small  and 
i  knotted  appearance ; 
'cak  off  a  small  branch 
i  to  the  ensign : — 
[ononr;  there  has  been 
I.  A  branch  has  been 
:  ago.     See,  it  ia  a  dead 

ittentively;  and,  first, 
to  stick  into  the  ground 
her  branch,  which  he 
they  might  be  able  to 
>ot  at  which  thej  had 
le  hill.  He  then  con- 
was  not  likely  that  a 
rillingly  encounter  the 
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laborious  task  of  climbing  that  hill^  which,  he 
observed,  rose  precipitately  to  a  great  height  at 
a  short  distance  up  the  ascent.  "  It  was  easier 
to  go  round  the  hill  than  to  go  over  it,"  be 
remarked  to  the  corporal,  in  which  opinion  that 
worthy  sub  acquiesced,  observing,  however, 
**  that  there  was  never  any  calculating  on  what 
Mark  Brandon  wjould  do ;  and  that  perhaps  he 
had  gone  over  the  hill  for  the  very  reason  that 
it  would  appear  to  his  pursuers  that  it  was 
unlikely  for  him  to  do  so." 

While  he  was  speaking  the  ensign  had  pro- 
ceeded a  few  paces  up  the  ascent»  which  at  the 
beginning  was  gentle,  and  was  throwing  his  eyes 
over  the  grass  to  discover  some  indication  of 
footsteps,  when  he  thought  he  saw  a  little  piece 
of  stick  lying  on  the  ground  in  a  place  at  too 
great  a  distance  from  any  tree  to  allow  of 
its  having  been  dropped  from  the  parent 
trunk. 

He  picked  it  up,  and  compared  it  with  the 
broken  branch  of  the  tree  which  he  had  quitted, 
and  found  that  it  corresponded  ^in  colour  and 
sort  exactly;    moreover,  it  was  of  the  same 
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imuDuig  portioo  uf  tbe 

ranch  had  been  brdien 
le  retamed  to  tbe  spot 
nd,  pursuing  his  search, 
lOther  bit  of  the  same 
le  found  another  and 
left  in  a  wiadiog  direc- 
of  the  hill.  E^Iaving  ' 
ick  of  tbe  fugitives,  he 
pace,  in  order  that  he 
lost  judicious  course  of 

as  tbe  bushranger  had 
steep  bill,  wbich  there 
i  delaying  his  flight  by 
liave  been  done  with 
IE  that  design  ?  It  was 
he  corporal  had  been 
,  aod  that  the  bush- 
ie,  one  or  more,  was 
isht  in  an  advantageous 
n  that  case  it  was  ad- 
1  great  cmtioB;  at  the 
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same  time  that  the  utmost  diligence  was  neces- 
sary^ in  order  to  overtake  them  and  prevent 
violence  to  Helen. 

He  mentioned  his  thoughts  to  the  corporal 
and  asked  him  his  opinion ;  upon  which  that 
experienced  subaltern  rested  his  two  hands  on 
the  muzzle  of  his  firelock,  from  habit,  however, 
leaving  the  orifice  of  the  barrel  clear,  and  re- 
posing his  chin  upon  his  hands,  he  set  himself 
to  work  to  resolve  the  enigma  of  the  wily  bush- 
ranger's intentions. 

**  Sir,"  said  the  corporal,  after  a  short  pause, 
— and  after  having  taken  into  account  the  par- 
ticular shape  and  bulk  of  the  sugar-loaf  hill, 
on  the  inclined  base  of  which  his  officer  vas 
resting ;  '^  I  think  our  best  plan  will  be  to  go 
round  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  see  if  the 
enemy  has  made  his  way  over  down  the  other 
side.  If  he  has  not,  we  shall  know  that  ve 
have  him  safe  somewhere  on  the  top  of  it, 
and  then  we  can  take  him  in  the  rear,  where 
he  will  not  expect  us ;  and  if  he  has  passed 
over  it,  why  then,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  fellow 
on.    -But  it  seems  to  me,  your  Honour,  that  if 
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lem  up  this  hill,  we  shall 
lir  fire,  without  having  a 
,  as  thej  can  lie  down  on 
barpshooters  did  in  the 
'  without  our  beii^  able 
luraelrea.  Depend  upon 
tjeen  up  this  hill,  as  it 
had  a  reason  for  i^  and 
8  at  a  disadvantage,  and 
it  him,  bj  coming  upon 
^  it.  But  if  your  Honour 
course  I  'm  ready  ;^it  's 
nly  I  can't  help  thinlcing 
ear  before  us,  or  else  in 
we  might  hit  the  poor 
would  be  a  pity,  for  by 
uncommon  pretty  one, 
],  and  just  the  giri  for 

le  corporal's  oration  had 
an  Trevor,  who  rightly 
cially  important  to  guard 
'  as  that  pointed  out  l^ 
conaideration  was  of  the 
[2 
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greater  value,  as  it  served  t 
and  his  ardour  with  mo 
cumspection  than  he  wi 
displayed. 

He  i^^ed,  therefore, 
posal,  and  they  began 
base  of  the  hill,  on  the 
taking  care  to  inspect  t 
Qtmoat  minuteness,  lest  tl 
should  have  adopted  the 
his  own  steps,  in  order  t 
off  the  scent. 

In  this  way  they  cod 
round  the  base  of  the  hill 
came  to  a  space  bare  of  g 
were  able  to  note  the  chai 
beyond,  which  they  pei 
dense  scrub,  backed  by  tl 
As  they  were  walking  ^di 
perceived  at  the  eame  tii 
human  feet  on  the  sandj 
nmultaneously. 

"We  have  come  on 
TnYor,  "  and  it  waa  lu( 
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iog  over  Uie  hill  direct, 
.  luiTe  misled  them ; — 
.>n  off  their  shoes,  cor- 
ling  of  this  F" 
>thiiig>  but  continued  to 
t  with  much  eameBtneBS 

imed  Trevor  suddenly, 
pond,  these  mariu  most 

feet!" 

I,"  replied  the  corporal 

his  scrutiny, 
r  have  passed  this  vay 

replied  the  corporal. 

ks  of  many  feet ;    and 
It  in  mobs  of  thirty  or 

>  like  the  looks  of  them, 

jaily. 

«plted  the  corporal  se- 

to  meet  with  the  natives 
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*'  Why,  man^  suppose  there  are  thirty  or  forty 
of  them,  they  are  not  all  fighting  men — half  of 
them  must  be  women." 

"  No  doubt,  as  your  Honour  says,  half  of 
the  men  must  be  women ;  but  the  women  can 
throw  spears  as  well  as  the  men,  and  they  are 
not  a  bit  less  savage ;  for  when  a  woman  is 
savage  at  aUi  she  is  always  worse  than  a  man, 
and  she  spits  and  daws  like  a  tiger-cat;— I 
suppose  it 's  in  their  natures  to  be  so  —  I 
remember  there  was  Biddy  M'Scratchem  of 
our  regiment  in  the  States " 

'^  But  as  to  these  natives,  corporal ;  you 
have  been  stationed  here  several  years,  and 
I  am  quite  new  to  the  place.  What  sort 
of  weapons  have  they  besides  these  spears 
that  you  speak  of.  They  have  no  bows  and 
arrows  ?** 

*^  No,  your  Honour ;  and  it 's  well  for  the 
white  people  that  they  haven't  got  them;  and 
it  shows  what  wretched  ignorant  savages  they 
must  be,  not  to  have  invented  them.  Ij)t  there 
is  plenty  of  tough  wood  like  the  English  yew, 
fit  for  bows,  and  there  's  the  sinews  of  the 
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iroo  ready  to  their  hand  to  make  strings 

id  the  same  wood  that  they  make  their 

;  of  would  do  for  arrows." 

■at  they  can't  do  much  execution    with 

ipeaiE — how  long  are  they  ?" 

bout  ten  feet  long,  or  a  little  more.     You 

say  they  make  them,  for  they  grow  all 
,  and  they  have  only  to  cut  them  down  and 
ihem,  and  then  they  are  fit  for  use.  The 
:  women  char  the  points  in  the  fire,  bll 
ire  so  hard  that  they  will  go  through  a 
loard;  and  they  can  throw  them  fifty  or 
jrards,  pretty  sure.    But  it 's  the  numbers 

they  throw  that  worry  you.     I  remem- 

eing  the  body  of  a  stock-keeper  that  the 

s  had  killed,  and  it  was  pierced  all  over 

from  their  spears  like  a  sieve, 

led.      Then   they  have    their 

sort  of  clubs?" 

}t  very  big ;  but  they  are  made 
t  of  wood,  and  when  they  come 
a  lot  of  them  will  rattle  them  on 
;y  beat  in  your  skull  and  smash 
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it  to  a  jelly.  It 's  the  numbers  you  see,  sir, — that 
is  the  difficulty ;  they  rash  upon  a  single  man 
like  a  swarm  of  hornets,  and  he  has  no  chance 
against  such  odds,  unless  he  is  ludcy  enough 
to  get  with  his  back  to  a  tree  and  has  plenty  of 
ammunition ;  and  then  they  weary  him  out  at 
last*  And,  besides  that,  they  have  got  the 
womera,  which  they  can  hurl  to  a  great  distance, 
and  although  it  doesn't  kill,  it  cripples,  and 
that 's  almost  as  bad  in  the  bush." 

**  I  have  heard  of  the  womera,"  said  the 
Ensign ;  **  and  it  is  remarked  as  a  most  curious 
accident  that  the  wild  and  ignorant  natives  of 
these  countries  have  hit  on  the  exact  mathe- 
matical curve  which  is  most  effective  for  their 
purpose  in  the  formation  of  that  singular 
weapon." 

•*  Indeed,  sir  1  it  certainly  is  a  very  curious 
weapon,  as  you  say,  and  a  most  curious  sharp 
clip  they  can  give  with  it,  as  a  man  in  our 
company  can  testify,  for  he  had  his  ankle-bone 
broken  by  the  brutes ;  but  the  Sydney  natives 
are  far  more  clever  in  the  use  of  the  spear  and 
the  womera  than  those  in  Van  Diemen's  Land. 
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l^aey  blacks  throw  the  spear  with  &□- 
i^ort  stick,  with  which  they  are  able  to 
t  with  greater  force  than  by  the  band ; 
shoaldnot  like  to  have  half  a  dozen  Bpears 
ig  in  my  body  from  the  Van  DiemeQ 
8,  throw  them  as  they  may ;  not  that  I 
being  hit,  but  they  are  nasty  outlandish 
:  to  be  stack  into  one,  and  the  woonda 
I  do  no  credit  to  a  man.  But  I  hope  we 
lot  fall  in  with  them  afler  all ;  they  are 
^ngs  to  nm  against  are  those  natiTet^ 
ay." 

on  have  no  lore  for  the  natiTes,  that  'b 
'  said  the  ensign. 

or  they  for  the  white  people.  They  al- 
kill  DS  whenerer  they  can  catch  us  alone, 
.thoat  arms,  and  I  don't  see  why  -ve 
1  be  sacrificed  to  such  mnrdering  devils, 
don't  deserve  qnarter." 
on  fo^t,"*  sud  Trevor,  "  that  they  have 
caose  to  complain  of  us,  inasmuch  as 
ive  dispossessed  them  of  their  hunting- 
d^  and  driven  them  into  the  Interior 
from  their  usual  haunts." 
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*^  There  may  be  something  in  that,"  replied 
the  corporal ;  "  but  I  don't  see,  your  Honour, 
vrhat  right  any  set  of  men  have,  let  them  be 
black  or  white,  to  prevent  others  from  calti- 
yating  the  lands  which  they  don't  use  theia- 
selves.  It 's  like  the  dog  in  the  manger  to  my 
mind." 

''But  they  can't  understand  that,"  said 
Trevor.  '*  They  see  strangers  arrive  from  the 
sea,  and,  either  by  fraud  or  force,  get  possession 
of  their  country,  and  they  resist  it ; — ^besides, 
hunting^ounds  to  them  are  as  valuable  as 
pastures  and  corn-fields  to  us." 

'^  I  cannot  pretend  to  argue  with  your  Hon- 
our," replied  the  corporal;  ''but  it  seems  to 
me  that  neither  savages  nor  white  people  have 
any  right  to  take  to  themselves  for  their  hunt- 
ing or  their  pleasures  the  land  which  others  of 
God's  creatures  require  for  the  raising  of  their 
food.  Why,  your  Honour,  it  takes  hundreds 
of  acres  of  land  in  an  uncultivated  state,  to 
support  a  few  wild  animals,  which  are  not  mncb 
worth  the  having  when  you  catch  them;  where* 
as  tons  on  tons  weight  of  potatoes  and  com 
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it  be  growu  on  the  same  land  if  it  was 
jlied  and  sown  as  the  white  people  know 
to  do  it.  No  disrespect  to  your  Honour, 
'.  never  can  believe  that  it  is  &ir  for  sav^es 
lie  over  lands  which  the;  don't  make  use 
id  which  in  their  power  are  only  wasted 

OBL" 

Vhat  you  say  may  be  all  vety  true,  cor- 
t  but  the  difficulty  is  to  persuade  the 
es  of  the  jusUce  of  it." 
'^y,  your  Honour,  you  are  never  going 
mpare  the  natives  of  this  country  to  us 
:  people !  Savage  and  brutal  wretches  as 
are!  black,  naked  canoibalsl  who  kill  every 
!  man  they  can  catch  hold  of.  Why,  your 
mr,  they  can  hardly  be  called  butnans ; 
ire  like  the  animals  that  eat  the 
»ur  one  another." 

re  reason  for  civilising  and  educat- 
eplied  Treror;  "but  this  is  a  vexa- 
o." 

y  TexatiouB  to  be  attacked  and  eat 
,"  sud  the  corporal,  "  or  to  have 
rilled  fiill  of  holes  vritb  their  spears, 
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or  yoor  BkuU  Bnuubed  in  b;  their  w»dd 
it  is  aot  of  oarselves  that  I  uo  thiaki 
the  poor  young  lady  that  I  am  fearinj 
between  the  hushniDgera  aod  the  nal 
will  stand  a  poor  chance ! " 

*'  True,"  s^d  Trevor,  whom  that  idea 
rendered  not  less  serious  than  the  ca 
their  sudden  discovery  of  the  propinqui 
natives.  "  Corpond,"  he  condnued  in 
tone,  "  we  must  prepare  ourselves  for  a 
perhaps ;  hut,  at  all  events,  we  must 
time  in  tiding  to  discover  the  trackt 
bnshraoger ;  that  is,  snpposing  be  has  < 
edthehilL" 

"  I  can't  help  thinkii^"  sud  the  < 
"  that  things  are  very  curious  I  Here 
natives  close  to  us,  perhaps,  and  watc 
an  opportunity  to  attack  us,  and  we  are 
out  to  attack  the  hushrangera,  so  that 
two  parties  to  guard  agunst;  and  th 
ranger  is  expecting  to  be  attacked  by 
haps,  and  by  the  natives  as  wdl,  so  tha 
two  parties  to  ^ht  with  too ;  aod  it 
if  we  should  {nesently  be  all  fighting  c 
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one  another.  Bj  the  powers !  there  will 
i  pnttj  coitftuioa  if  it  comes  to  that  I  We 
I  be  obliged  to  fire  two  ways  at  once,  and 
d  back  aod  front  at  the  same  time !  I 
I  the  poor  young  ladj  was  well  out  of 
hat's  alt  I  can  say: — bushrangers  or  na- 
I,    I  don't  know  which  is    the  worst  tot 

Do  you  bsppeit  to  know,"  asked  Trevor, 
m  jour  own  experience,  if  the  nativea  of 
country  are  cannibals?" 
I  don't  know  for  certain;  all  I  know  is, 

they  never  eat  me ;  but  some  of  the  old 
Is  do  say  that  the  natives  eat  human  flesh 
(times ;  but  whether  it  is  some  part  of 
r  religion,  or  that  they  do  it  out  of  relish, 
>dy  seems  to  know.  However  if  they  have 
inclination  for  it,  it  is  not  to  be  sapposed  that 

would  redist  the  temptati<Hi  of  a  luce  white 
er  young  lady,  as  Miss  Helen  Horton  is  by  all 
mts ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  don't  know  which 
d  be  worst  for  the  poor  lady— to  be  eaten 
J  the  natives^  or  to  be  ...  ." 
Let  Qs  move  on,"  said  Trevor,  stamping 
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his  foot  on  die  ground;  "and  vhethei 
to  encounter  bushrangers,  or  natives, 
themgelTes,  we  must  stand  by  each  ol 
£ght  to  the  last  gasp." 

"  I  'm  your  man  for  that,"  said  the  i 
"I've  been  getting  rusty  for  thif 
for  want  of  a  scrimroage ;  and,  di 
I  'U  stand  by  your  Honour  to  my  li 
and  when  that 's  gone,  we  '11  try  tl 
on  them :  — ■  but  those  black  n 
never  let  you  get  up  to  them;  i 
the  sense  to  wait  for  the  bayonet 
tiana." 

"  I  think  they  show  their  sense  1^ 
it ;  but  hush  I  stop  !  What  is  that 
ground  ?  By  Heaven  I  it  is  part  of  a 
dress  r 

"  Here  is  more  of  it,"  said  the  corpi 
ceeding  in  the  direction  of  the  stream. 

"  Halt  there,"  said  the  ensign ; 
examine  the  country  a  tittle ;  tbe  bnsim 
to  be  getting  serious." 

Trevor  found  that  they  bad  arrived 
opposite   the   point  which  tl 
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igti  by  the  beariogs,  on  the  other  side 
I  hill ;  and  they  were  dow  in  a  line  with 
Hite  of  the  bnshniDger,  which  led  to  a 
r  hobbling  stream  at  a  little  distance, 
lent  that  they  were  now  on  the  track, 
nade  their  way  withont  delay  to  the 
1  of  the  water,  Trevor  and  the  corporal 
;  picked  up  Eeveral  addiUonal  pieces 
woman's  drees,  which  the  former  did 
)abt  had  formed  part  of  that  worn  by 

their  anival  at  the  stream,  TtevoT  re- 
i  the  twig  which  Helen  had  stuck  into 
ound  88  a  guide  to  her  pursuers,  and 
;  his  eyes  to  the  opposite  bank,  he 
ed  a  umilar  litUe  stick  set  up  oa  the 
side.     Besides  these  evident  hints,  the 

of  men's   boots   were   visible   on   the 
ground  close  by  the  water,  and  among 
arks  Trevor  distingubhed,  with  a  thrill 
e  and  fear,  the  little  foot  of  Helen  I 
marvelled  at  the  want  of  caution  dis- 

by  eo  acute  and  wary  a  character  ae 
Brandon,  in  leaving  behind  him  such 
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tell-tale  evidenc 
buted  it  to  the 
the  bushranger 
covery ;  and  he 
imprudent  relia 
would  be  one  i 
capture,  and  ol 
Helen. 

When  he  had 
stream,  the  firsi 
shred  of  the  aam 
observed,  and  a 
in  a  line  pointin 
which  was  a  dec 
of  tall  trees. 

He  pointed  q 
corporal,  remar 
fortune  to  be  i 
ECTuh,  to  advai 
by  side,  theref 
readiness,  thej  i 
&11  of  hope  ani 
possessed  with  tl 
soldier. 
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ttle  did  either  of  them  think  that  the; 
offering  themselves  up  an  easy  prej  to 
haman    tiger    that    was     crouching     in 
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CHAPTER  X. 


A     NATITB     TILLAGB. 


It  is  necessary  now  to  return  to  t] 
tores  of  the  Major,  who  had  set  out 
of  his  lost  daughter  on  the  morning 
departure  of  Trevor  and  the  corporal 

He  was  well  equipped  for  the  bu£ 
the  stores  and  appliances  which  the  tv 
vho  accompanied  him  could  conveoici 
but  he  had  foi^tteo  the  hush-travel 
paoion,  a  "compass;"  neither  bad  h 
mate,  little  thinking  that  so  import! 
of  a  ship's  furniture  could  be  wanted 
thought  of  reminding  him  to  provi< 
with  that  indispensable  article.    As  t 
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ill  tt  tbe  two  soldien  were  totally  inoz- 
xed  in  the  bush,  it  w^  preaenllj  be 
:o  what  grave  iDconreBicnces  the  waot  af 
ooet  nsefiil  iastrument  ezpoaed  hina. 
t  in  dw  mean  time  tbe  party  strode  cq 
ieotlj,  tiU  they  espied  the  DBtiTc  eS  whosi 
OB  has  been  already  made.  The  appt^ 
of  the  black  man  cauaed  tbe  Major  to 
a  halt  &r  a  few  sainates,  to  coatidac 
t  best  courae  to  be  purEued  luider  tiie 


kring  in  mind  that  it  was  the  object  of 

xulvuiger    to   escape    &om   the   islaodf 

\  be  could  only  effect  by  preTailing  on 

Tcsari  to  take  hini  on  board,  or  by  ecixi^ 

ne  boat  fit  for  hia  purpose,  the  Major  had 

ided    in   bis   own   mind   that    Brandoa 

the  aea;   and  it  was  in  that 

e,  that  he  bad  bent  bis  steps ; 

jk-out,  however,  and  Adding 

.  the  same,  for  any  tracks  or 

t  indicate  tbe  course  of  the 

of  tbe  satire  was  an  uoex- 
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pected  incident,  but  it  did 
persevering  in  hie  ori^na 
hb  way  towards  the  sea  c( 

In  coming  to  this  reaol 
little  aware  of  the  diffii 
beset  his  path,  as  the  sei 
of  the  island,  exposed  ai 
force  of  the  Southern  C 
ptecipttous,  and  travelli 
difficult  as  to  be  almost 
shore.  But  (here  was  i 
contend  against  of  a  mor 
and  that  was,  the  hostile 
had  fixed  on  that  distr 
locally,  seeking  it  as  a  ] 
the  attacks  of  the  tribes 
been  driven  from  their  a 
in  the  interior. 

Of  the  presence  of  this 
became  sensible,  for  he  ha 
before  be  came  upon  a 
which  was  formed  in  a  lid 
trees,  and  near  a  spring 
from    the  crevice  of  a   i 
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bumiag,  the   camp    ww 

le  naUves  to  communicate 
circumstance,  as  the  Major 

descriptiona  which  he  had 
ndicated  danger.  He  pro- 
)  examine  these,  the  most 
rarj  dwelling-places,  with 
It  unmixed  with  anxiety, 
o  accompanied  him  did  not 
hension,  which  they  stated 
immediate  attack,  and  they 

therefore  while  their  com- 
invesUgations. 
ike-shifts  which  the  Major 
eceptacles  for  the  creatures 
or  they  could  not  be  called 
ie  latest  of  them  was  not 
high.  He  counted  nine  of 
V,  and  almost  close  together. 
}f  bark  in  huge  slices,  with 

inwards,  and  frontjog  the 
ming  about  nine  or  ten  feet 
ces  of  bark  had  been  peeled 
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in  lengths  of  four  to  ei 
eighteen  inches  wide, 
edges  and  rudelj  fes 
ooder  the  shelter  of  I 
natiyes  crouched  tbem: 
times  iQ  the  day,  witbi 
bodies,  or  any  shelter 
the  scanty  bark  walls 
appearance  of  food  o 
place;  «  circnmstanc^ 
elude  that  the  possesso 
village  it  could  be  call 
and  bad  talcen  away  v 
and  chattels. 

He  discovered  some 
and  some  bones  of  aoi 
small,  and  which  he  a 
to  the  opossums  and  b 
natives  are  glad  to  feed 
kangaroo ;  and  indeed 
very  fond,  as  they  admit 
strongly  seasoned  anii 
principally  on  the  leave 
ia  always  ready   stuffs 
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its  odour  is  t^  any  means 

not  petmilted  to  continue 
doDB  uomolesud.  As  be 
iks  of  baik  to  asceitiun  its 
1  spear  from  a  neighboar- 
zty  jatds  distant,  warned 
tniding  oo  the  domestic 
proprietors.  Tbe  soldiers 
their  guna  in  the  direction 

made  ready  to  fire.  But 
them  mildly  but  finnly : — 
we  do  not  come  to  kill  the 
»nntry  with  our  superior 
tmders  here;  and  it  is  not 
re  ex<nted  their' niqticioDB. 

leaTe  this  j^ace  without 
oar  du^  to  eudeaTour  to 
nhabit&Dtfl  of  the  country 
rd  by  showing  that  we  are 
i,  and  not  harm.   We  will 

lily  sought  for  some  article 
A  he  mi^  leave  behind 
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him  as  a  sign  of  fais 
fortunately  finding  tb 
of  whicl)  was  proTide< 
and  a  saw,  be  raised 
it  in  a  conspicuous  pi 
the  break-vinds,  slow 
When  he  bad  goi 
slopped,  and  by  gesi 
whom  be  could  not  : 
doubt,  saw  him,  to  i 
peared.  Another  Bp< 
projected  from  the  sa 
short,  was  a  yeij  sign 
part  of  their  desire  to 
company.  He  retired 
distance,  and  then  fac 
But  the  natives,  wh 
evidence  of  fear,  and  ' 
his  seeming  desire  to 
issued  in  a  black  swan 
and  rocks;  the  men 
hands,  heading  the  adi 
closely  following  the] 
few  of  the  same  sex 
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one  or  two  carrying  infants,  while  variouB 
black  &ces  might  be  Been  here  and  there 
log  from  behind  the  rocks  and  bushes, 
elng  this  general  assemblage,  the  Major 
I  a  few  steps  in  advance  towards  them, 
;  desirous  of  cultiTBting  amicable  relations 
the  natives,  not  onl;  for  general  politic 
ns,  but  for  the  purpose  also  of  availing 
elf  of  their  assistance  in  tracking  the  buah- 
irs  and  recovering  his  daugher;  but  he  was 
ed  with  a  universal  yell  of  men,  women, 
ihildren,  which  would  have  appalled  a  heart 
toot  than  the  old  soldier's ;  and  at  the  same 
a  flight  of  spears  came  whistling  towards 
one  or  two  of  which  nearly  reached  his 

!  endeavoured  by  all  sorts  of  signs  to  make 
underBtand  that  he  wished  to  speak  with 
;  but  as  every  advance  on  his  part  only 
ased  their  fri^tful  shrieks,  and  as  the  men 
nued  to  hurl  the  speais  with  which  the 
en  asfflduously  supplied  them,  and  to  brao- 
their  waddies  with  frantic  leapiuge  and  con- 
>nB  at  the  strangers,  be  thought  it  most 


prudent  to  abandon  hi 
18  it  seemed  pl^n  tbi 
only  lead  to  an  exas] 
which  would  most  Uk 
be  was  so  desiroas  to  i 

His  two  s(JdierB,  alt 
them  brave  men  and  e 
means  disinclined  to  i 
they  were  aoon  oat  c^ 
it  was  some  time  bel 
their  yelk  aad  ecreedi 
men  temariced,  "  was 
wild  beasts  than  any 
Miyor  again  paused  1 
direct  his  course  in  pu 

It  seemed  clear  to 
coald  not  have  fled 
made  a  considerable  d 
coQung  into  coUbiot 
again  endeavoured  ti 
towards  the  coast.  I 
obstructed  by  rocks  ai 
to  despair  at  last  o 
progress,  the  more 
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'  the  bushrangers ;  and  he 
:,  to  return  to  his  cave, 
id  tiie  track  of  the  fugi- 

was,  from  that  starting 
or  had  now  to  learn  how 
iger  to  the  coantiy  to  be 
laces  of  the  bosb. 
o  fiitd  hia  waj  back,  he 
d  bj  the  hills,  tnound^ 

80  much  alike,  that  be 
»  recognise  those  which 
1;  and  this  difficulty  is 
d  for  by  the  circumstance 
the  bush,  in  going,  views 
eir  sides,  and  in  coming 
their  reverse  sides,  which 
ie  the  appearance  which 
first  aspect. 

Major ;  and  hie  followersi 
4diera  at  drill  m  in  the 
mpetent  to  assist  him  in 
g^  an  unknown  country, 
led  the  bosbranger's  trad: 
e    of  it,   for  he   neither 
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knew  where  lie  was  nor 
going. 

He  endeavoured  to  gu; 
8un,  and  frequentl;  ihougl 
right  direction;  but  unfoi 
in  his  way,  and  unknoi 
objects  puzzled  and  baffl 
last,  bewildered  and  wear 
a  shad;  blue  gum  tree,  uti 
.wa;  to  direct  bis  steps. 

As  thej  were  well  supp 
the  two  soldiers,  at  a  bin 
quickly  produced  tbeir 
anxiety  of  the  Major  bad 
it  was  clear,  from  the  ala 
his  followers  made  in  thei 
that  they  were  not  restraii 
bodily  wants  by  their  mer 

But  towards  the  closi 
they  came  to  a  sudden 
were  pretty  well  stuffed 
found  themBeWes  in  otgei 
to  clear  their  passages  for 
intimated  tbeir  distressin 
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iliDg  die  same  want,  rose  from 
ompanied  them  in  their  search 

eqneDtl^  the  case  with  that 
: — whose  yalue  is  never  esti- 
until  the  want  of  it  ia  felt,  as 
stance — the  water  which  they 
not  80  easy  to  be  found ;  and 
scended,  at  the  cost  of  much 
,  into  several  promiui^  dells 
r  could  discover  no  indication 

:h  fatigue,  and  parched  with 
sup  of  brand;  which  they  had 
leigbtened  to  a  painful  dq^e, 
sat  down  among  some  rocks 
8  which  nearly  met,  and  while 
■bed  themselves  on  the  ground 
jor,  home  down  by  the  fiitigue 
the  bush,  and  by  the  weight 
;h  preyed  upon  him  at  the 
f  his  daughter,  rested  his  head 
«came  plunged  in  melancholy 
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8  one  of  the  men  vho  fiist  observed  a 
moving  up  the  rsvioe  in  which  they  irere 

;  he  pointed  it  out  to  his  comrade,  who 

id  the  Major's  ibot  with  a  dead  branch 
la;  ready  to  bis  bond,  and  the  three  re- 

d  wtthoot  moving  their  eyes  fixed  on  the 

!  Major  at  once  perceived  that  it  was  a 
,  who  was  advancing  cautionsly  towards 
and  who  seemed  anxiously  lookiDg  out 
itj  side,  as  if  in  search  of  something, 
is  a  spj  of  those  black  devil^  looking 
c  US,"  sud  one  of  the  soldiers. 


SOS  OH>K 

**  It 's  a  woman,  by  G 
as  the  native  continued  '. 

"  1  wish  it  bad  been 
first,  who  had  levelled  1 
lashion  towards  the  nat 
one's  feeling  to  fire  at  a 

"  She  is  tall  and  st 
second,  "and  if  it  wasn 
she  wouldn't  he  amiss." 

"  She  looks  like  a  yoa 
as  the  oaUve  advanced  i 

Bat  it  seems  that  the 
struck  her  ear;  for  si 
snofied  the  wr  like  a  ( 
looked  about  on  all  si 
head  half  round  behind 
space  in  an  attitude  of  fi 

The  Major  r^^ed 
much  attention;  and  th 
was  alone,  were  only  * 
motions. 

She  remained  foreoi 
tionless  as  a  statue,  her  I 
polished   ebonj.      She 
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aint  or  of  tattooing  vki- 

06b;  eIud  ;  acd  ber  bur 

Dg  from  her  head  some 

curls. 

,  as  it  seemed,  that  some 

resumed  ber  walk,  but 

than  at  fiisL  With  a 
ik,  abe  tamed  ber  lai^ 
ilarl;  black  and  bright, 
the  Major  and  bis  men 
'a  |uerce  into  the  apace 
shades  of  the  evening 
•cure,  treading  lightlj, 
in  that  peculiar  manner 
tivea,  who  walk  like  a 
order  to  dear  the  dead 

path  in  the  woode  is 

pple  moremeitta  of  her 
U^or  guessed  that  she 
pHty ;  but  there  waa  a 
r  which  coQvinoed  turn 
widi  any  hostile  iateu- 
NiDtenance,   when  she 


SIO  o 

was  close  enough  fo 
pressed  suspicion  an 
other  feeling. 

As  she  approacbe 
concealed  amidst  lo< 
suddenly  stopped  aj 
with  her  broad  flat  n 
as  if  with  the  inteo 
unusual  danger. — Bd 
anxious  scrutiny  of 
lef^  she  ag^n  ad  vane 
motion,  as  if  she  thoi 
the  new  danger  that ' 
was  behind ;  and  aga 
the  air,  and  seemed 
some  unexpected  di» 

The  Major  whispt 
his  men: — 

"We  must  take  th 

Low  as  his  whisj 
heard  by  the  quick-e 
frightened  look  towai 
concealed,  and  at  tha 
starting  up,  the  pr\ 
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up  the  steep  ascent  before 

awed;  but  they  would  have 
ia  pursuing  a  native  in  the 
e  girl,  in  looking  back  to  see 
were  nigh,  stumbled  over  a 
illeo  to  the  ground.  Paralysed 
ear,  before  she  could  recover 
Ttain  perhaps  which  way  to 
to  her  that  there  was  danger 
men  seized  her  by  the  arms, 
^le,  but,  doohlii^  herself  up, 
ns  and  Lent  down  her  head  in 
doubtless,  that  she  was  to  be 

!  Major  approached  the  native 
a  of  calming  her  fean;  but 

remained  in  such  an  agony 
be  insensible,  seemingly, 
going  on  around   her,  and 

diook   and    shivered   with 

;cted  his  men  to  release  her 
to,  but  the  naUve  showed  no 
p  2 
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sign  of  being  sensible  ol 
been  withdrawn. 

He  spoke  to  her  kindl 
the  girl's  teeth  coclinuec 

He  extended  bis  band 
shoulder  as  jockejs  do  h 
to  calm  them;  but  t1 
perhaps,  that  this  was  d< 
tain  if  sbe  was  fat  eooi 
shuddered  the  more,  ai 
from  the  touch  of  the 
like  of  whom  sbe  bad  dc 

The  poor  Major  was  p 
commuDicatc  with  her, 
had  got  her,  with  the  yoi 
so  violently  taken  undei 
as  he  was  desirous  of  mi 
to  guide  him  back  to  his 
persevere  in  his  attempt  I 
good  understanding. 

He  desired  one  of  his 
of  "  damper,"  which  he 
but  she  would  not  take 
bit  himself  and  invited  1 


itfiilly  at  it  for  a  moment ; 
1   her  look^   the   Major 

f  damper  down  on  the 
ber  head  up  timidlj,  and 
oldiers,  and  then  at  the 
ook  it  in  her  hand,  and 
ate  it  op  greedily.  The 
ber  mouth,  conld  not  re- 
Miy  exdamadon  :— 

A  it,  the  Major  tloew  her 

latiTe  ate  that  abo. 

me  twandy,"  sud  Mie  of 

lall  quantity  into  a  metal 
brought  with  them,  and 
ing  taken  a  little  sip  to 
he  liquor  waa  to  be  dis- 
er  the  Testel  vith  hJa 
ich  io  the  same  maooer 
morsel  to  a  wild  animal 
Miogicat  Gardens.  She 
lelled  at  it,  let  it  drop. 


!l 
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«  D her,"  said  one  of  the  soldiers,  **  the 

black  brute  has  wasted  the  brandy  T 

The  tone  of  the  soldier's  Yoice  as  he  ottered 
this  exclamation,  excusable  perhaps  in  the  bush, 
where  brandy  is  scarce,  seemed  to  renew  the 
fright  of  the  native.  She  looked  round  her 
timidly,  as  if  meditating  escape. 

**  Give  me  some  sugar,"  said  the  Major;  "  we 
will  try  her  with  that" 

The  man  unpacked  his  parcel  in  a  twinkling, 
and  brought  it  to  the  Major,  who,  grasping  a 
small  handful  of  it,  placed  it  on  a  piece  of  the 
bark  of  a  tree,  and  putting  some  of  it  in  his 
mouth,  passed  the  bark  plate  to  the  lady,  who 
took  it  without  hesitation. 

She  smelled  at  it  as  before,  and  poked  it  with 
her  finger,  which  she  carried  to  her  mouth. 
Seeming  satisfied  with  the  taste,  she  poked  her 
finger  into  it  again,  and  then  diligently  licked 
it  with  much  apparent  satisfaction.  Then, 
being  unable  to  resist  the  temptation  of  its 
sweetness,  she  bore  the  piece  of  bark  on  which 
the  sugar  was  deposited  to  her  mouth,  and  ate 
it  all  up  in  a  moment,  cleaning  the  bark  with 
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remaiaiDg  crombs  as  a  dog 

f  attention  od  the  part  of 
ned  to  re-assure  her  oon- 
bling  ceased;  and  she  sat 
composedly  than  before. 
i  by  signs  to  make  her  un- 
ited, 
bink,  and  looked  all  about 

0  find  water.     The  native 

1  pointing  in  the  direction 
I  she  had  come,  shook  her 

signs  of  being  fnghteoed 
hich  she  bad  fled.  Then 
>n  forwards  she  nodded  her 
1  her  sitting  position  began 

teen  a  younger  man,  he 
isve  minded  the  total  «b- 
e  lady's  person,  which,  as 
i  legs,  was  more  conspicu- 
1  it  had  been  in  her  setting 
ras  the  &ther  of  a  family, 
rred  that  ehe  should  have 
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been  ctotbed  ■with  a 
ever  trifling. 

Desirous  of  ren 
some  way,  he  drew 
pocket,  and  present 
being  able  to  expr 
nor  even  hj  signs, 
called  the  natural 
prompt  her  to  mak< 
pit  The  nadve  gi: 
readily,  and  turning 
man,  whom  she  re 
exhibited  to  view  ] 
tied  the  handkerchi 
tinned  her  vaj. 

"  She  knows  no 
himself;  "and,  afl 
are  only  conTentio 
of  any  colour  was  6 
country  in  that  sta 
would  produce  no  t 

The  fiirtber  phi 
be  might  have  mad 
were  put  a  stc^  t 


0.  sir 

!Hi  of  water  wluch 
f  tbe  decliTi^.  The 
ak  of  it  eageilj,  ind 
iao,  the  sugar  having 
when  the  party  had 
1  the  pure  element 
wonld  mix  admiiablj 
but  to  which  hint  ^ 

1,  the  qnestitBi  waiE^ 
:? 

'ed  no  dispositioD  to 
ivut  quietly  to  know 
lOied  of;  but  as  the 
aod  as  it  was  nearly 
[ajor  was  somewhat 
to  do  wiA  his  new 
ght   bivouac.      If  it 

it  would  be  best  to 
»Te  that  ii%ht,  but  as 
at  be  at  a  great  dis- 
red  of  beit^;  able  to 

fttigued  aa  he  was 

to  ooimavnieate  his 


desire  by  sigas.  He  p 
the  spring,  and  endeavoi 
prehend  the  idea  of  a  1 
spread  over  a  wide  box 
the  native  compreheadec 
out  her  ann  towards  th 
head,  exhibiting  signs  o 
quarter;— what  the  can 
was  impossible  for  thee 
thej  could  make  her 
further. 

The  Major  was  iaclin 
fugitive  from  her  tribe,  or 
had  escaped,  for  he  could 
for  her  being  alone,  and 
alarm  which  she. had  dis] 
our  before  they  had  secui 
His  men  took  the  liberi 
that  the  natives  were  a  sa 
race,  and  that  it  was  veiy 
^1  had  been  sent  out  a 
throw  them  off  their  gut 
many  iustances,  which 
camp,  of  the    cunning 
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animosity  to  the  irhite 

!ase,  however,  the  Major 
rl's  couDtenance,  black  as 
in  itofthatsoflneae  which 
It  from  the  youthful  of  her 
r  indicated  besides,  as  it 
ras  in  want  of  protection, 
accept  it  even  from  the 
than  again  encounter 
rbich    she    had   recently 

InquirieB,  therefore,  and 
to  communicate  with  the 
rsal  language  of  signs, 
darkness  scarcely  aHowed 
'  his  operations, 
r  the  men  to  scoop  out  & 
arse  of  the  lill,  which  soon 
rith  water.  He  then  took 
a  tree,  and  stuck  a  couple 
spresent  miniature  masts, 
sees  of  paper  to  represent 
ns  and  gestures,  contrived 
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to  make  the  black  gh 
to  go  to  a  great  thiii{ 

The  girl  looked  at 
gazing  alternately  at 
Major,  as  if  Btriving 
ing.  Suddenly  she  1 
and  clasped  her  ha 
finger  in  a  directioD  i 

The  Major  made 
in  the  direction  in  i 
showed  much  relucti 
was  setting  in,  and  tl 
of  travelling  in  the  i 
power  of  an  evil  ej 
aware  of  the  cause  < 
that  she  was  afraid  oi 
to  her  the  gans  of  1 
re-assure  her;  bat 
manner,  that  die  did 
nch  weopona 

He  then  directed 

« 
bayonets.     She  retn 


of  them  to  his  band,  i 
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ip  immediately,  alarmed 
le  uDDsoal  feel  of  niet^. 
its  point,  it  stuck  ia  the 
ce  seemed  to  strike  her 
;  and  when  the  Major 
1  it  to  her  sgain  she  took 
d  it  in  her  hand,  though 
9  it  did  not  move,  how- 
]  harm,  she  toached  the 
finger  and  was  surptised 

e  B^;ns  to  her  to  hold  the 
1  more  forward ;  and  the 
sitation,  and  seeing  that 
iwed  no  signs  of  fear  in 
ig  perhaps  that  the  cu- 
hey  had  given  to  her  was 
:  evil  spirit,  set  out  at  a 
I  the  dircclioD  to  which 
a  place  where  the  great 
nbled  the  little  hark  ship 

llowed,  keeping  a  sharp 
^ntt  an  escape ;  but  of 


this  it  afterwards  pr 
thinking ;  and  after 
miles,  afler  passinj; 
Major  suddenly  foui 
the  bay;  and,  as  h 
far  from  the  cave  «-fa 

He  now  became 
wandering  nearly  thi 
of  the  country  aboui 
and  at  a  comparativ 
'place  of  his  destinatii 
by  the  intricacies  of 
pro6t  by  this  lesson, 
pace  to  his  old  enca 
relieved  the  girl  fro 
accidents,  and  havii 
accompany  him. 

The  native  now, 
conductor  with  gre 
stance  which  rather 
betolcened  a  confider 
to  understand  was 
disposition  and  the 
but  the  reasoD  was 


safficient  words  in  the 
lable  her  to  express  her 

ight  that  he  might  do  an 
the  colony  and  to  the 
the  wild  creature  which 
in  hb  power,  and  who 
to  abide  with  him  and 

8. 

re&re  to  male  the  at- 
ised  to  have  the  opiwr- 
sely  a  specimen  of  the 
labtted  a  countiy  nnUke 
lowQ  world. 

ade  up  his  mind  at  once 
e  brig,  and  to  place  her 
ugfater  Louisa,  to  whom 
bape  to  perform  the  part 

e  the  signal  to  the  brig 
1  on,  by  lighting  three 
articular  distances;  and 
s  on  the  water  soon  pro- 
ad  been  understood  and 
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attended  to.  The  id 
the  Maj<»r  immedial 
clothes  of  some  sort  i 
although  it  vrta  nigh 
should  make  her  i 
unsophisticated  cone 

The  boat  returoet 
with  much  delicacy, 
to  put  on  a  pair  of 
tied  on  with  a  hit  of  i 
Orer  this  was  placei 
proper  feminine  ap{ 
blue  Epencer,  whicb 
her  hows  in  decei 
pressed  it 

Her  head  was  left 
ings  were  disused 
dressed,  the  young 
into  the  boat  hj  the 
down  on  her  bami 
narily  grave  coanter 
creature  being  in  tru 
ment  as  to  what  had 
liappeo  nexL    Thus 
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ro  soldien,  the  boat  ww 
Bel. 

uisa  was  oveijojed  to 
delight,  however,  which 
hj  the  thought  of  hia 
;r  her  sister  Helen,  and 
lat  it  was  his  iatentbn 
aey  at  the  dawn  of  day. 
)vel  sort  of  lady's  mud 
jrought  for  her,  she  felt 
Srst  to  allow  the  black 
Me    proximity    to    her 

leDtly  wore  off,  and  she 
he  coloar  of  her  skia; 
'the  kind-hearted  Louisa 
f  tones  of  her  voice  so 
t  of  the  native,  who  was 
It  the  beautiful  creature, 
posed  had  come  &om 
une  sex  as  herself,  that 
the  floor  of  the  cabin, 
vere  unintelligible ;  and 
laogbed,  and  addressed 
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to  liOiiUa  some  i 
in  an  unknown 
evidentl;  meant  f 
tudei  and  obedici 
The  personal 
80  grotesque,  tb 
some  little  laiiglil 
of  her  hahilimei 
]^ase  the  girU  £ 
feet,  and  althoug 
rapidly  at  every  i 
she  seemed  qiute 
new  position. 

Louisa  made  i 
that  was  impost 
name  of  her  ne« 
time  before  the  r 
prebend  'what  i 
quently  lepeatin 
to  herself,  she 
meaning.  The 
"  Louisa,"  with 
■vhich  was  quit 
to  herself,  laid, 


lisa, 

at  the  sound  of  her 
id,  showed  the  most 
$he  again  threw  her- 

Louisa,  and  kissed 
Tan  from  her  bright 
face,  and  she  seemed 
olent  emotion. 

scene  with  extreme 

was  much  affected 
DJecture  the  reason 
the  black  girl ;  and 
she  was  in  fact  the 

escaped,  when  she 
ijor,  from  those  who 
cruel  death, 
which  was  bestowed 
luw  on  the  forlorn 
tpaid  by  serf  ices  the 
en  in  the  sequel  of 
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It  is  impoBsible  to  de» 
tensity  of  the  terror  of  I 
ground  a  helpless  specb 
parations  made  by  tfa 
destruction  of  those  v 
were  her  lover  and  her  I 
And  if  Trevor  was  foi 
in  that  time  of  mortal 
lack  of  filial  afl^tioD  t 
it  was  in  accordance  wit 
pie  of  our  nature  whit 
heart — in  ita  absorbing  '. 
whom  it  has  selected  fron 
to  confide  her  virgin  tri 
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1  of  all  things  on  earth  the 
e  dearest  [ 

t  she  racked  her  biain  to 
either  to  divert  the  bush- 
t,  or  to  frustrate  his  design. 
!  would  scream  out,  in  the 
night  be  heard  in  the  still- 
10  that  Trevor  might  be 
— But  then  she  conudered, 
i  of  such  means  of  giving 
rely,  it  would  only  cause 
eath    without    benefiting 

also  that  she  should  have 
ining  her  lover's  and  her 
]  from  the  looks  and  geB> 
^r,  and  that  it  would  be 
e  her  caution  until  they 
profit  by  it ;  then — what 
i — he  being  safe-»-eignified 

Jeremiah  Siliman  inseosi- 
:h  hung  over  the  fiiends 
iscue ;  but  the  fatigoe  of 
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his  long  march,  eocai 
hcarj  load,  and  thi 
threats  which  he  had 
BrandoD,  and  the  blo' 
from  the  brutal  Grouf 
to  defend  himself  or  t 
down  his  spirit,  that  h 
an  impassive  piece  of 
hb  captors. 

He  could  not,  howe 
cool  and  impenetrabl 
fowling-piece  directed 
the  side  of  the  streaii 
good  feeling  predomi 
ventured  to  begin  s  re 
on  the  cruelty  of  his  j 

"Mr.  Mark  Brand 
thousand  pounds  in  d' 

But  before  he  coul 
the  butt-end  of  Grou| 
which  stretched  him 
Grongh  was  about  to  i 
by  a  second  blow,  wt 
for  ever  poor  Jeri^'i 
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Brandon,  who,  makii^ 
id  pointing  towards  th* 
loers  were  expected,  said 


r  brought  hta  musket  to 
obliqoelj  the  point  at 
>a  was  directed. 
ted  hia  fowling-piece; — 

!  two  "clicks,"  in  the 
bush,  rang  in  Helen's 
ill  of  her  lover's  doom  t 
decisive   moment   was 

hia  eye  down  the  hollow 
his  piece— for  it  was  his 
9  left  barrel  first— and 
tie  to  the  right  of  his 
I7  aim. 

icream  out : — bat  excess 
:r  I  She  opened  her 
e  stock  in  her  throat  I 
loond!     The  moments 
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;l  t 


I      i 


were  fleeting  away  !  In  another  her  lover 
woald  be  slain  ! 

'^  Fire !"  said  Brandon. 

But  at  the  instant  when  he  pronounced  the 
word,  a  shower  of  spears  from  behind  came 
whistling  through  the  bushes.  One  of  them 
struck  Brandon's  right  shoulder,  and  another 
stuck  in  Grough's  huge  back^  which  caused 
the  dischai^ge  of  both  to  be  ine£Fectual« 

Helen  and  Jeremiah  being  on  the  groand, 
the  spears  passed  harmlessly  over  them;  bat 
the  report  of  the  guns,  and  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  the  native  spears  acting  as  a  sudden 
'fihock  on  Helen,  she  gave  vent  to  her  pent-up 
shrieks,  which  apprised  Trevor  —  who,  not 
heeding  the  shots,  that  missed  him,  was  ad- 
vancing with  the  corporal  at  the  chai]ge — that 
his  mistress  was  nigh,  and  in  danger ! 

At  the  same  time  a  yell  arose  from  the 
body  of  natives,  who  had,  as  they  thought, 
surprised  the  white  people  at  a  disadvantage, 
which,  responding  to  Helenas  shrieks,  made 
the  bushes  and  woods  resound  with  discordant 
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I  delay  Id  following  up 
af  epean  b;  a  bodily 
they  considered  as  the 
ntry.  They  knew  but 
fire-arms,  but  some  of 
after  the  first  noise  of 
ral  mast  elapse  before 
dn.  The  white  men, 
therefore,  having  done 
ives  in  a  mob  made  a 
a,  on  their  enemies,  and 
themselves  in  the  midst 
OQ  the  two  bushrangers 

ble  to  resist  the  impe- 
et,  called  out  to  Grough 
id  retreated  on  the  right 
iket,  while  Trevor  and 
to  the  left,  where  they 
the  natives,  who  had 
two,  and  who,  flushed 
tely  attacked  the  new- 
ies. 
(hot  one  and  wounded 
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another  of  the  natives  with  his  double-barrel, 
but  as  they  did  not  cease  from  their  attack,  the 
corporal  was  obliged  to  fire  before  Trevor  had 
time  to  load  again.  He  killed  one  of  the 
savages  on  the  spot,  but  the  natives,  heated 
with  the  combaty  and  confiding  in  their  num^ 
bers,  and  emboldened  besides  by  the  flight 
of  the  other  two  white  men,  continned  to  press 
forward;  and  Tlrevor  and  the  corporal  were 
obliged  to  retreat,  in  order  to  get  fi:ee  from 
the  crowd  which  assailed  them,  and  to  load 
their  weapons*  When  they  emerged  from  the 
thicket,  they  beheld  on  their  right  the  two 
bushrangers. 

The  natives,   on  their  retreat,  which  was 
almost   simultaneous  with    that    of   Brandon 
and  G  rough,  set  up  a  shout  of  triumph,  and 
pursued  them  closely.     The  four  white  men-— 
two  and  two,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  a 
hundred  yards  from  each  other — ^retired  in  the 
same  direction,  till  they  reached   the 
which  they  bad  [Hreviously  croased* 

But  short  as  was  the  time  which  it 
them  in  this   quick   fli^i^   the  steady    and 
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iDsbled  to  insert  a  c&r- 
'  his  musket,  whicli  he 

and  then  &ced  about 
d  to  the  ensign,    "  as 

the  same  time  he  fired 
gelling  after  them,  and 

Before  the  ensign  hod 
[  fired  again,  and  had 
itive. 

ause ;  and  the  ciiea  of 
ments  ceased, 
[e  of  the  opportunity, 
died  out  to  the  men  on 

>ndon,  ae  I  suppose  yoa 
ree  pardon  if  you  will 
dves?     Where  is  the 

tuned  the  most  perfect 
irp  and  sudden  conflict 
;re  still  in  considerable 
tplied  immediately,  and 
of  entire  anconcem  at 
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^^  What  authority  have  yoa  for  promising  a 
pardon ;  and  what  assurance  can  you  give  me 
that  I  may  trust  you  ?" 

^'My  word  of  honour  as  a  soldier  and  a 
gentleman,"  replied  the  ensign.  **  I  will  pro- 
mise you  good  treatment^  and  I  will  use  my 
best  endeavours  with  the  governor  for  your 
pardon," 

''  Is  that  all  ?"  returned  the  bushranger,  with 
a  sneering  laugh; — but  at  that  moment  a 
threatening  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
natives  stopped  his  reply : 

**  Don't  fire  on  the  natives,"  he  said  to  his 
comrade — ^^let  the  others  do  it.  Seel  the 
soldier  has  fired." 

The  fire  of  the  corporal  disabled  another 
native,  and  checked  the  rest,  among  whom 
there  appeared  some  hesitation. 

**  If  that  is  all,"  resumed  the  bushranger, 
calling  out  to  Trevor,  <'  I  had  rather  remun  as 
lam." 

<^  liCt  us  shoot  them  both,"  said  Grough;  ^^ 
can  deal  with  the  natives  afterwards." 

"We  can   do   better  than  that,**  replied 
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ever  commit  murder 
)ur  being  here  I  think 
iff  from  the  soldiers. 
i  a  rush  on  four  white 
I  cao  see  thej  are 

d  with  his  comrade 
jok  his  station  at  the 

his  retreat^  gathered 
began  to  assail  their 
th  spears. 

nger,"  said  the  cor^ 
dlry  in 'bis  head;  yon 
\o  that  we  ore  between 
iff  makes  those  black 
We  mnst  shoot  some 
will  leave  us  alone." 
way  through  them," 
eard  the  voice  of  Misq 
,  and  we  must  rescue 

aly  to  say  the  word," 


S38  A  FIGBT  V. 

"  Come  OQ  then," 
ibrwards. 

The  corpora)  fixei 
ude  by  side  with  hie 
who  ffere  collected 
of  fifty  or  sixty,  ai 
another  with  excesai 

"ShaUIfire?"  a 

"  Reserve  your  fii 
.haps  they  will  retii 
blood." 

But  the  natives  i 
and  met  their  cnemi 
which,  as  the  distanc 
yards,  told  dangcro 
The  ensign  receive<i 
the  corporal  had  t 
fired  Nmultaneously. 

"I have  broDglit 
poraL 

"  And  I  another," 

"  Stand  firm,"  sa 
going  to  make  anotb 

The   natives  disc 
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r^  wbidi  hit  both  ths  enmgn  and  the  cor- 

1. 

reror  fired,  and  in  a  second  afterwards  the 

oral  banged  at  theco,  which  checked  the 

^agun. 

Load,  air,  quick,"  said  the  corporal,  "  they 

not  had  eooogh  yet.  But  jod  are  bleed- 
bst,  sir;  those  two  last  spears  have  done 
hief." 

And  yon  are  bleeding  too,  corporal.  We 
:  increase  our  distance,  so  as  to  get  out  of 
each  of  their  spears  while  we  can  command 
1  with  our  long  shots;  or  shall  we  make 
ber  charge  at  them  7" 
They  are  too  many,"  replied  the  corporal. 

is  as  much  as  we  can  do  to  defend  our- 
's;  and  if  we  get  off  with  our  lives  we  shall 
ery  well.  This  mob  is  one  of  the  most 
cmined  that  I  have  heard  of  on  the  island." 
We  HDST  advance  and  rescue  Miss  Horlon," 
umed  Trevor. 

I  am  ready,  yoor  Honour,"  repealed  the 
oral,  "  to  try  a  charge  a^aa ;  but  they  are 
aaoy,  sir,  to  be  got  over  ihat  way ;  we  most 
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ply  tlietn  with  long  shob 
the  yoai^  lady  must 
clotches.  The  black  wi 
I  can  help  it." 

"  Fire  ^aint"  said  T 
on  the  turf — "  fire." 

'*  There  goee  down 
poral,  as  he  obeyed  hii 
cheerful  readiness,  and 
musket;  "if  we  keep 
Honour,  we  must  break 
don't  be  without  a  shot 
It  is  the  rush  of  the  sai 
and  we  ought  always  t 
check  it.  They  don't  se 
the  corporal)  as  he  fired 

*•  They  are  off,  sir,  oi 
for  them." 

*'  Don't  fire  if  they  ro 
faint  Toice. 

"  Your  Honour  is  I 
claimed  the  corporal,  gn 
regarding  his  officer  wit 

"  Never  mind  I  see. 
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jw  we  will  follow  up  and  charge — but 
re  unless  tliey  attack  us — now,  charge  I" 
as  Trevor  spoke,  his  voice  grew  fainter 
Dter ;  he  made  a  step  or  two  forwaid— 
gered,  and  presently  fell  to  the  ground, 
f  blood  from  the  wounds  of  the  natives* 
had  exhausted  hipa ;  be  made  an  efiFort 
,  but  he  sunk  down  agaio  oo  the  gniS8> 
nted. 


Thx  corporal  was  not 
of  mind  at  a  faint.  I: 
vice,  and  had  been  i 
scared  at  tbe  sight  o 
could  not  refrain  froi 
indignation  at  his  off 
slain  it  might  be — by 
muttered,  "  and  with 
contemptuously  kick* 
his  foot 

"  Such  murdering; 
shook  his  musket  to 
retreating  natives  ha 
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quarter.  And  now  I 
to  make  a  feast  of  that 
licate  morsel  she  will  be 
'd  cannibals!" 
vor's  condition  did  not 
ast  exclamation  of  tlie 
Tomptly  fetching  sopae 
:  adjacent  atream,  threw 
.  Then  observing  that 
rom  one  particular  Bpot 
»,  he  opened  Trevor's 
table  bandage,  soon  had 
;hat  the  flowing  of  the 
hed  another  capful  of 
ind  dashed  it  plentifully 
wishing  mentally  that  he 
p  of  brandy,  he  endea- 
nrater  down  his  throat. 

at  this,  and  the  corporal 
,  till  at  last,  to  his  great 
sen  his  eyes. 
i  a  good  drink.    Trevor 
r,  which  refreshed  him ; 

from  want  of  food  and 
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drink  as  from  loss  of 
able  to  stand  up;  an 
teriog,  he  insisted  on 
in  search  of  Helen. 

The  corporal  end 
from  so  rash  a  proc 
alone ;  bat  to  this  the 
nrgii^  that  be  vaa 
tn^cr,  and  as  bis  c 
loaded  by  the  cnpi 
times  witboot  loadin 
ROD  foe  more  fig^tiD| 

Leaning  on  the  ce 
made  his  wajr  into 
Brandon  had  been 
bad  proceeded  the  si 
doubt  had  been  wnm 
fear  of  the  busbrangt 

Bat  when  Ibej  an* 
see  nothing  of  her,  t 
at  that  moment  solia 
bodies  of  the  natires 
of  much  tramplii^  oi 
thing  vas  to  be  Been. 
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Dg  cast  hia  eye  sboul  for  a 
ipported  the  ensign  to  the 
et  «t  no  great  distiuice,  and 
t  up  and  lean  against  the 
that  he  might  be  protected 
from  behind, offered,  "with 
lake  a  sarvey  nmnd  about 
scorer  Kome  trace  of  the 

assented;  and  the  corporal 
led  to  make  rapid  circles 
sharp  eye  on  every  bush 
1  an  enemy;  but  without 
ued  his  search  for  some 
letrated  for  some  distance 
id ; — ^but  he  could  see  no- 
n  nor  of  the  natiTes :  they 
iddenly  as  they  had  come, 
they  had  taken  the  young 
1  feast  of  her;  a  suspicion 
ited  freely  to  Trevor  on  his 
iplemental  embellishments 
ise. 
r  reply  by  a  &int  groan  of 
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aDguish.  He  attempted  to  rise,  but  was  unable 
from  weakness* 

The  corporal  again  made  a  diligent  investi- 
gation of  every  square  yard  of  ground^  as  nvell 
as  the  dusk  which  was  now  coming  on  would 
allow  him,  on  the  spot  where  the  fight  bad 
begun.  But  he  could  find  no  trace  of  the  poor 
girl,  living  or  dead ;  nor  of  the  other  prisoner 
— the  gentleman — Mr.  Silliman — ^whose  body 
was  no  where  to  be  found. 

The  corporal,  having  made  his  report  to  the 
ensign,  requested  his  "  further  orders ;'  and  re- 
ceiving his  request  to  do  as  well  as  he  could 
under  the  circumstances — ^for  Trevor  was  too 
weak  to  walk — he  immediately  set  himself  about 
making  such  preparations  for  passing  the  night 
as  the  place  afforded* 

He  gathered  some  of  the  soft  and  flowering 
branches  of  a  Mimosa  tree  which  stood  close 
by,  and  made  of  them  a  tolerably  soft  bed;  and 
by  cutting  some  stout  stakes  with  his  clasp 
knife  from  a  grove  of  straight-stemmed  shrubs 
which  grew  by  the  margin  of  the  water,  he 
€M>ntrived    to   prop    up  other  boughs  which 
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te  a  tolerable  bust  hut 
t  at  that  season  of  the 

tlie  weather. 

this  to  his  Batis&ctioa, 
e  serious  qnesUon  of 
>  be  victualled  7  " 
igh,  for  the  stream  of 
r  at  band  ran  close  by, 
;ry  veil  that  so  long  as 
I  driok  of  clear' water, 
ihle  a  little  for  waat  of 
oe  to  any  great  harm ; 
sable.  While  the  old 
g  his  bead,"  as  he  ex- 
iraoces  of  expedients 
y  in  bis  various  cam- 

the  noD-ezistence  of 
les  in  those  desolate 
kit  infinite  delight  an 
ping  leisurely  towards 
de  of  the  stream. 

at  a  slon  pace ;  some 
etimes  moving  on  all- 

to  atop  on  his  way  by 
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some  patch  of  sweet  grass  which  particalarij 
tempted  him.  Now  and  then  the  animal  raised 
himself  up  to  his  full  height^  as  he  rested  on  the 
inferior  joints  of  his  hind  legs,  with  hb  long 
tail  serving  as  a  part  of  his  triangular  support 
behind;  and  then  the  corporal  guessed  that  he 
st^od  at  least  six  feet  high^  and  his  heart  leaped 
within  him  as  he  surveyed  the  magnificent 
piece  of  game^  for  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
that  '^  on  that  kangaroo  he  and  his  officer  should 
sup  that  night.*' 

The  kangaroo  hopped  on  straight  to  the 
water;  and  putting  down  his  head^  prepared 
to  drink;  but  suddenly  raising  it  up  again, 
snuffed  the  air^  and  looked  fearfully  about. 

So  exquisitely  delibrat  are  the  senses  of  those 
timid  animals,  that  the  noise  made  by  the  cor- 
poral in  the  cocking  of  his  muskety  and  the 
separating  of  the  bashes  on  the  other  side  of 
the  stream,  which  was  not  more  than  a  dozen 
yards  across,  alarmed  the  creatare,  lind  it  was 
about  to  take  to  flight ;  but  at  that  critical  mo- 
ment the  report  of  the  corporal's  musket  rang 
in  the  air  and  the  poor  kangaroo,  making  a 
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the  ground,  fell  dead ;  fitr 
through  its  small  and  deet- 
as  gooe  in  an  instant, 
corporal'p  piece  put  TreTor 
looked  anxiously  about  for 
Itch  the  alarm  betokened, 
relieved  when  he  saw  his 
■ggeriog  under  the  load  of 
a  kangaroo  oa  his  ehoidders 
by  the  hind-4egB,  and  which 
he  coold  carry,  while  the 
tie  animal  bang  down  the 
nd,  and  bumped  turn  as  he 
ing  time,  as  it  were,  with 
aents. 

le  corporal,  as  he  cast  his 
die  ground;  "  there  'b  sup- 
rate; — and  now,  to  cook 

ler  was  not  long  in  lighting 
brushwood  which  lay  about; 
ei8  were  burning  clear  he 
cotUng  some  tender  steaks, 
le  loins,  the  most  delicate 
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part  of  the  aninu],  tt 
to  include  in  the  pc 
he  had  brought  will 

He  then  looked 
Btakes,  two  feet  and 
the  end  of  each,  wh 
ready  for  use.  Hi 
TtejB  and  liver  of  the 
he  placed  to  bake  i 
hot  ashes ;  as  the  li^ 
extreme  dryness,  is 
the  bush  as  a  subsUt 
other  part  of  the  fleE 

From  the  kidneys 
the  animal  on  whicl 
any  grease  is  to  be 
almost  all  lean  and  e 
separated  all  the  fat 
his  iron  ramrod,— fi 
a  cartridge,  having 
barrel  of  his  muskei 
pieces  of  flesh  and 
the  manner  of  mot 
layer  of  flah  and  a 
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progresti,  and  the  cot^ 
derable  excitement*  lie 
:e  as  much  of  the  bom- 
t  want  for  his  cooking, 
jwing  embers  of  the  hot 

fire.  Then  driviiig  in 
1  each  fdde  of  the  lire 
ends  uppermost,  he  laid 
rmed  the  part  of  a  spit, 

the  two  ends  resting  on 
ire  in  the  middle.  This 
limself  to  turn  his  ram- 
irith  great  assiduity,  so 
light  be  eqoallj  roasted, 
in  the  liver,  which  was 
"  beautifuU;." 
wever,  striking  him,  he 
le  ensign  if  he  felt  bim- 
m  the  ramrod  while  he 
tes,  and  procured  some 
^erfully  assented. 
Bt  his  eyes  about,  and 
med  to  his  mind,  about 

left*  and  not  far  firom 
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the  water,  be  proo 
diroDgh  the  bark  i 
without  much  diffici 
which  he  broke  intc 
for  his  officer,  and  t 

Thus  provided,  ai 
for  their  drink,  he  n 
ing  the  meat  cooki 
slices,  which  he  pre 
bark-plate,  wfutiug, 
ofiBcer  to  finish  hb 
own. 

"  Eat,  my  good  i 
is  Deither  a  time  n 
are  comrades  now." 

The  corporal  Bwtj 
forehead,  but  missiai 
was  baulked  in  the 
intended ;  perhaps  1 
salute  bj  touching  t 
OQ  the  grass  like  a  j 
strong, — but  at  this 
north-west  wafted  t 
Tenison  to  the  ca 
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di  I  miUtsiy  etiquette  is  ttrong,  bot  nature 
UDDger  still  1  The  corporal's  bowels  jesrned 
the  meat,  and,  without  further  ceremooy,  be 
naelf  down  bj  the  fire ;  and  as  he 
elf  with  the  exquisite  morsels  his 
really  seem  to  grow  on  what  it  fed 
declared,  with  moistened  eyes  and 
B,  that  nerer,  no-Miever,  had  he 
ich  delicious  prog  before ! 
:n,  albeit  that  fais  heart  was  Boirij 
the  unceruin  fate  of  Helen,  ao- 
'  a  Dod  in  the   eolo^nm  of  the 

thiid:," — said  the  corporal,  sympa- 
be  to<A  in  another  bnge  mouthful  of 
and, — "to  thiok  that,  at  this  moment 
Dse  blaclr  sav^es  are  dtnng  just  the 
■re  doing  with  this  kangaroo,"  he 
peaking  with  difficulty  throi^  the 
<  which  be  was  discussing, — "  jost 
lb  that  poor  yoaog  lady  T 
opped  hi*  meat  and  his  bark-plate 
I  and  most  ill-timed  snggcstion,  and 
brt  to  rise ;  but  he  was  too  weak. 
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and  his  wounds  had 
down  ^aio,  and  pii 
&ce  he  groaned  alon 

The  poor  corporal 
effect  of  bis  remark, 
amusing  conTersatic 
repast,  suspended  h 
pondered  for  a  fe\t 
Not  IcDoning  what  < 
capful  of  water  to 
courteously. 

Haying  refreshed 
appetite  by  a  cop' 
element,  the  corpc 
silence ;  and,  having 
the  ramrod,  which 
returned  to  its  pro 
attack  the  liver,  wl 
amusing  himself  wi 
But,  thinking  that 
drowsiness,  he  assisi 
and  blossoms,  and  c 
as  to  guard  him  fro 
possible. 
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ded  to  this  duty,  and  having  m> 
i  that  it  sliould  connnuoicate  its 
eeping  officer  without  danger  of 
g  the  temporal^  habitation,  the 
id  from  the  hind  quarter  of  the 
l^s,  which  he  arranged  to  cook 
the  fire  on  three  email  BtoneS} 
nder  the  meat  to  keep  it  in  A 
lion.  This  he  did  in  order  to 
lent  ready  for  the  next  morning, 
idition  of  bis  firelock  after  the 
y  now  grieved  him  sorely;  but 
[  it  Bafe  to  attempt  the  cleaning 
he  might  want  to  dispose  of  its 
sudden  against  an  enemy;  and 
also  that  the  discbai^e  of  his 
latutbing  his  officer,  involved  the 
lier  cartridge.  He  remedied 
rer,  as  well  as  be  could  so  tar 
went,  and  fixed  bis  bayonet  as 
eans  of  defence  against  surprise, 
ated  more  to  the  butt-end  of  it 
an  affray,  than  to  its  point  as  a 
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Thus  prepared, 
officer's  quarters,  p 
after  the  manner  ( 
sionallj  in  a  stand 
reposing  on  the  m 
an  hoar  or  two  of 
found  himself  bo 
he  was  obliged  f 
down  on  the  grc 
watch  on  all  sides, 

He  sat  gazing 
catch  the  slighte 
■nd  the  vast  busi 
repose.  The  sta 
moon  which  gra^ 
fight  over  the  tn 
no  stir  of  anj  livii 
at  the  skj,  and  I 
roasting,  alternate 
and  thoaght  of  Ii 
campugns,  and  ' 
disease  or  the  gli 
emce  sent  to  the 
eyes  began  to  bli 
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I  the  light  of  the  mooD — and  the  twink- 
Df  the  Stan — ^&ded  from  hia  sight; — be 
;bt  he  was  still  awake — but  even  as  be 
[Dined  not  ...  to  give  way  ...  to  the 
tj . .  .  oppression  . . .  which  . .  .  mastered 
, . .  his'  eyes  closed  —  and  the  wearied 
■r  slept 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


CONSCIENCE. 


The  veteran  slept  soundly; — but  there  was 
one  who  watched;  and  who  on  that  night 
first  began  to  feel,  in  the  remorse  of  con- 
science, that  sharp  and  corroding  pun  which 
*^  murders  sleep."  The  watcher  was  Mark 
Brandon. 

Stung  to  the  soul  to  find  hunself  depriTed 
of  the  girl — his  cherished  scheme  destroyed 
^-his  chance  of  making  Helen  his  victim  or 
his  hostage  lost  —  he  ground  his  teeth,  and 
clenched  his  hands — furious  as  a  wild  beast 
that  has  lost  its  prey — ^with  mortification  and 
rage! 

He  had  been  a  witness  to  the  fall  of  Trevor, 


[  to  hii  ntiianent  into  the  dense  ntm  ti 

Jnt  at  B  tbatt  distatice  ftom  tbe  river,  after 

Ktmt  of  dw  nathrei ;  but  he  wbs  onable 

dl  -what  had  pawed  vlthin  die  acn^  afier- 

odicB  wen  lo  diick  as  to  K»em 

«itfaio  Aeix  ncesses.    But  he 

tbe  oofponl  in  his  tearch,  as  he 

dear  apeoe  between  die  Bcrab 

and  he  judged  from  his  manner, 

lofcing  fijT  traoes  of  the  Major's 

her  companion  in  misfbitnne. 

had  drawn  the  conelnsioii,  that 

r.  SUiman  liad  not  been  fomd 

I,  amongat  the  bnifaea  whcva  be 

boly  parted  Bioat  tkam  oa  the 

e  tiuB  diieofcry,  it  struck  iam 
I  bad  carried  the  white  man  ^ai 
IB  priscnen— to  &aat  npoa  tbem 
eir  leimrej  ftr  lie  could  iMt 
to  believe  that  Aej  had  leA  the 
iharmed,  after  their  own  iweea 
naded. 

astrcMg  paarionfar  the  jc'ai,  -md 
8  2 
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urged  on  besides  by  the  consideratioii  of  her 
importance  as  a  prize  which  he  might  be  able 
to  render  useful  in  his  dealings  with  her  &thei 
for  her  ransom,  he  determined  to  follow  on 
the  track  of  the  natives,  with  the  hope  that 
some  lucky  chance — some  panic  fear  on  the 
part  of  the  natives  perhaps— might  again  place 
I ,  her  in  his  power. — ^He  conununicated  his  inten- 

tion to  his  associate. 

'<  Ten  thousand  devils  take  the  gixl !"  ex- 
claimed Grough;  ''if  it  hadn't  been  for  her, 
we  should  not  have  been  in  this  mess — withoat 
prog  and  without  liquor ! — ^Wherever .  there 's  a 
'  woman,  there 's  sure  to  be  mischief  r* 

''  But  you  would  not  have  the  poor  giri  left 
to  the  fmy  of  those  savages?"  said  Brandon, 
somewhat  offended  at  his  associate's  callou»- 


K 


D her  T  replied  that  unamiable  indi- 

^dual;  ''let  them  scarify  her— K>r  eat  ber— or 
do  what  they  like  with  her :— 4t  's  all  the  same 
tomeT 

Mark  felt  that  he  was  on  a  wrong  tadk;  he 
diifted  his  helm  dexterously: — ^^'It's  not  the 


0^"  said  he ;  "  but  it  'b 
ackhone  —  our  bush- 
Let  the  black  fellows 
inough  r 

'  is  it  yoa  don't  uader- 
the  one  nor  the  other 
8  the  brandy,  man,  and 
»bacco." 

;oo  again,"  exclaimed 
ij  doIlfUB !" 

that  they  wonld  be  of 
le  bosh;  but  it's  the 
A.  sup  of  brandy,  now, 
^eep  up  our  Bpirits." 
Giough;  "let  us  go 
tie  &t  feUow  will  be 
loriously,  now  that  be 
-that  is,  if  the  natives 
rst.  When  you  talked 
ark— why,  that  wasn't 
;  liqnorl  that's  quite 
m  your  man,  if  there 
to  fight  fw  it." 


Maik  too 
fimber  del 
track  of  th< 
and  contini 
vented  furt 
rerauned  1; 
to  ibe  great 
hcmg  DOtl 
was  in  an  < 
b^an  to  ha 
on  the  right 

He  conai 
thing  for  th 
white  enem 
and  it  was  a 
so  far  as  he 
with  such  ] 
either  Kelei 
if  the;  had  1 
had  escaped 
ease,  he  cak 
the  cave  m 
theyhadbei 

Impressed 
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id  endMTour  to  orertake 
oeased,  the;  would  not  be 
ffogresa  in  the  Bub,  even 
le  to  find  theii  way  at  all 
untiy  over  which  they,  had 
He  commomcated  hta  aoa- 
ho  at  OBce  acquieaced ;  and 
with  SDDdiy  energetic  oaths, 

as  to  suppose  that  the  q»* 
lefDBelTU  with  white  people 
Aed  his  huge  carcass  from 
lared  to  follow  Brandon : — 
d  he — "  more  fools  we,  for 
else  1  The  natives  would 
Is  with  their  waddies — and 
or  the  like  of  them  I  The 
id  there  we  diall  find  the 
id,  if  we  find  nothing  else, 
r  hankers  after  a  glass  of 
low  after  a  roasted  picca- 
erl" 

been  careful,  according  to 
erienced  traTellers  in  the 
^  of  the  principal  object! 
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in  his  line  of  march^  he  had  no  difficulty,  al- 
though in  the  night,  in  finding  his  way  back 
to  the  sugar-loaf  hill  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  he  had  started,  and  near  which  the 
fight  with  the  natives  had  taken  place.  In  this 
course  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  pass  by  the 
place  where  the  ensign  and  the  corporal  were 
reposing  for  the  night;  but  he  had  another 
and  a  powerful  reason  for  wishing  to  visit  again 
the  sppt  where  he  had  left  Helen. 

Brandon's  passion  for  the  girl  was  most 
powerful  and  absorbing  : — she  was  a  girl  after 
his  own  heart — ^bold,  brave,  ready-witted  in 
difficulty  and  in  danger,  and  resolute  in  her 
determination.  She  was  handsome  withal- 
lofty  in  her  bearing,  tall  and  commanding  in 
her  figure,  and  with  the  air  of  a  heroine  of 
romance.  If  his  lot,  he  thought,  had  been  cast 
in  happier  circumstances,  the  companionship  of 
such  a  woman  might  have  spurred  him  on  to 
noble  enterprises,  and  have  saved  him  fix)m  the 
commission  of  many  a  deed  of  crime !  He  had 
even  flattered  himself  with  the  idea,  tha^  even 
as  he  was — sunk,  degraded,  proscribed — a  felon, 
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e  ^1  had  been  inclined  to 
j[j;  and  he  had  indulged 
Bstbly,  she  might  be  recon- 
e  wilderness  with  him,  bj 
ive  been  worshipped  as  the 
rjl 

be  discovered,  as  be  did  in 
be  bill  across  the  river,  that 
ing  him  all  the  time; — and 
rirl,  had  outwitted  him,  the 
was  with  mingled  feelings 
of  wounded  pride,  and  of 
and  pain,  that  be  became 
m  regarded  him  with  ab- 
lund  out  some  secret  means 
rsuit  of  her  fiiends  to  her 

t  of  one  of  the  two  whose 
red  on,  tend  to  lessen  his 

one  was  young,  handsome, 
tiess  bad  been  actuated  by 

zeal  in  hazarding  himself' 
nly  one  companion,  in  so 
ts  the  Cloture  of  the  man 


he  most  dreaded] 
rouDg  man,  theE 
lim,  was  the  &vo] 
t  was  for  him,  a; 
xmtrived  to  give 
-etreaL 

This  thought  g 

itopped  in  his  wal 

Toot  with  sigDS  c 

His  excitement 

Grough  to  ask  hi 

he  could  throw 

coarse  thick  voice 

"If  a  black  siu 

"  Worse  thaa  t 

"  Crush  it,  thq 

foot ;  if  a  cretur  1 

have  your  reveng 

"I  willl"reptii 

They  both  no« 

they  drew  near 

enjoined  strict  a 

advanced  with  hii 

It  was  easy  to 


tl  lud  kindled  clow  to 
place,  the  precise  spot 
a  hod  eetabUflhed  tbeir 
iie«B  <tf  the  boshes  eerred 
to  preveot  either  parQr 
until  the;  cune  almost 
whispered  to  his  fellow 
est  noise,  and  to  follow 

I  crept  itealthilj  forward 
bush  frontioff  t^^  fire^ 
which  the  corporal  was 
c  Ijing  b;  his  ude.  The 
lim  attentively  and  saw 
imed  to  sleep;  for,  as 
aught  him,  it  might  only 
nemies  off  their  guard, 
put  his  musket  to  his 
rate  ium;  but  Brandon, 

toon  he  saw  a  rough  sort 
distance  &om  the  fire, 
ance.  He  guessed  that 
ras  there — perhaps  not 
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fJone  ?  The  girl  miglit  be  with  him !  BraDdon 
was  seized  with  a  feeling  of  condensed  hatred 
and  spite,  which  mastered  all  other  considerar 
tions.     '^  The  snake,"  he  mattered  to  himself, 

^'  has  bitten  me  with  its  poison — and  I  will  have 
my  rerenge  !'* 

Retreating  from  his  position  to  some  little 
distance,  he  made  a  circuit  through  the  bushes, 
and  got  behind  the  officer's  hut.  He  observed 
through  the  partial  openings,  here  and  there, 
as  he  went,  that  the  sleeping  soldier  retained  the 
same  position. 

'•  If  it 's  a  sham,"  he  thought  to  himself  **  it 
is  well  done !"  Grough  made  signs  to  shoot 
him;  but  Brandon,  by  a! determined  gesture, 
forbade  it. 

They  arrived  close  to  the  bush-hut  The 
bushranger  peered  about,  and  presently  found  a 
small  opening,  through  which  he  could  see  the 
occupant's  face.  It  was  that  of  the  officer ;  it 
was  very  pale,  and  had  a  youthfiil  and  delicate 
appearance.  He  was  sleeping,  and  he  was 
fJone. 

By  the  light  of  the  fire  which  shone  directly 
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(m  him,  pardally  obscured  only  by  the  body 
the  corporal,  Brandon  observed  in  the  young 
lich  was  placed  oo  his  breast,  a 
—The  truth  was  revealed  at 
IS  the  lover  of  the  giri — the 
-with  the  lore-token    id  his 

le  sharp  pang  shot  through  the 
Dfij  and  he  felt  stong  as  if  by  a 
stantive  dii^er  stabbed  into  his 
e  rage  of  the  demon  was  roused 
owly  and  silently  he  raised  his 
his  shoulder,  and  covered  the 
rain  with  the  mnrderoufl  barrel  I 
a  the  tri^er  I  He  was  about 
il  touch — when  the  sleejHi^ 
id  aud  something  in  his  sleep, 
it  he  was  suffering  under  the 
nt  of  some  feverish  dream., 
glove  to  his  heart,  he  mur- 


no 
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FBorasnoiiAL  nucncB. 


Tbm  bfnhMxigQr  Mspended  his  l(Midi;--4he 
name  of  Helen  co  praioiiiioed,  i^;itated  him  in 
an  eztimidtiitty  iiuoiMr.  Hit  hftad  trembled; 
his  weapon  shook;  fyt  onoe  he  fek  tfait  his  aim 
WW  unceitaiii,  ftr  his  teyee  tim  w««  blinded 
TOth  a  0ort  of  Biiflt-^The  sieepiDg  wtfi  ^e 
^^« — ^The  busfanoiger  listened  ^-«> 

"Deadf  mumumd  lY^vor;  ^de«d!  mur- 
dered in  cold  Woodl  Biurdered !  aiatdeiedr 

Brandon  recovered  his  piece — meditated  for 
a  moment.  Some  thought  seemed  te  ooftvulse 
him;  a  deep  flush  came  over  his  &ce:— be 
levelled  his  piece  again : — 


Ii  pieoe  with  a  hasty 
tODishmeDt  of  Grough, 
ndentmd  what  thfse 
nified ;  and  witboat 
nd  retreated  to  some 
w  binhefl.  His  com- 
Uently.  When  Bran- 
)k  the  opportniiity  to 
not  shoot  the  red-coat 

tj  fiir  aome  time. — At 
Bfl  it  is: — let  him  be 

iged  for  Romo  time  in 
ginag  an  J  intlmadon 

o  was  entirely  ignortmt 
.  his  chief  to  spare  the 
rho  was  equally  unable 
of  Brandon  in  respect 
ficer  with  the  girl,  was 
tem^  inactive,  or  to 
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delay  their  journey  towards  the  Major's  cave, 
where  a  store  of  rum  had  been  deposited,  in  a 
secret  place  denominated  in  colonial  phraseo- 
logy a  '^  plant"  Besides,  this  was  a  neglect  of 
business,  to  the  matter-of-fisu:t  marauder,  alto- 
gether incompatible  with  his  habits  of  dealing. 

Here  were  two  of  their  enemies  at  their 
mercy,  and  Mark  was  losing  the  opportunity  of 
taking  both  their  lives  at  a  time  when  they  could 
make  no  resistance,  for  they  were  both  asleep; 
and  what  better  chance  could  they  have  of 
shooting  them  comfortably  through  the  head 
without  danger  to  themselves?  To  let  sach  a 
chance  slip  by,  was  monstrous ! — He  conveyed 
his  opinion,  in  a  gruff  whisper,  to  Brandon  :— 

*'  If  you  don't  like  to  shoot  the  young  'an," 
he  said,  **  there  can  be  no  harm  in  my  shooting 
the  old  feUow !  Besides,  we  want  powder  and 
shot,  and  his  musket  would  be  no  bad  grab  T 

To  this  Brandon  nuide  no  reply ! — he  was  a 
prey  to  the  most  painfiil  and  conflicting  sen- 
sations. On  the  one  hand,  his  passion  for  the 
girl  had  so  fistr  touched  that  part  of  his  better 
nature  which  was  within  him,  as  to  cause  him 
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1  cotd  blood,  even 
n  the  other  hand, 
iey,  by  anger,  and 
r  the  injury  which 
foKfltalllng  him  in 
be  life  of  the  hated 
Absorbed  by  these 
t  hear,  or  did  not 
by  hia  companion's 
;dunged  in  moody 

forconaent,  mored 
Et  the  nigbt  should 
J  affirmed,  "  with- 
resolved  to  shoot 

intent,  be  edged 
in  order  that  he 
r  aidevaya,  which 
ience  of  the  glare 
take  a  better  aim. 
idingly,  in  a  con- 
;  on  one  knee,  Waa 
wt,  wh«n  a  slight 
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air  which  caused  the  embers  of  the  fire  to 
sparkle  more  brilliantly,  conveyed  to  his  senses 
the  smell  of  roasted  meat ! 

Now  Mr.  Grough  was,  as  he  expressed  it, 
more  than  asually  *^  peckish,"  having  not  only 
walked  very  far,  but  fiuted  very  long ;  and  the 
appetizing  odour  of  the  kangaroo's  leg.  which 
had  begun  to  bum  a  little,  altogether  overcame 
his  animal  sensibilities  I  His  bowels  yearned, 
and  the  water  rose  to  his  mouth !  For  a  mo- 
ment he  forgot  his  anticipated  gratification  of 
putting  a  ball  through  the  corporal's  head,  in 
the  present  and  more  inunediate  temptation 
which  irresistibly  assailed  him!  He  even 
feared  to  disturb  the  sleeper,  lest  his  waking 
should  delay  the  promised  feast 

Taking  advantage,  therefore,  of  his  early 
habits,  and  his  ability  in  prigging,  which  even 
in  his  youth  had  conferred  on  him  the  title  of 
a  most  accomplished  thiei^  he  bent  his  whole 
soul  to  the  getting  possession  of  the  savoury 
«  grub.'' 

It  was  astonishing  to  see  with  what  lightness 
and  softness  the  legs  which  supported  that  huge 
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. !    Nothing  but  loDg  pracdoe 
in  housebreaking,  could  bare 

brute  to  manage  his  atepe  ao 
d  the  feat  too  -vm  bo  daring ! 

delicioua  morsel  &om  under 
eiy  nose  !  There  was  inn  in 
hat  vould  be  the  old  soldier's 
Icing?  How  piercing  bis  di>- 
iVliat  a  glorious  "  dodge"  to 
Positivelj  it  was  better  than 
eathi  The  lliief  was  in  the 
eation,  and  he  was  happy  ! 
oot  bis  band  for  the  venison, 
i  protruding  bone ;  but  it  was 
od  he  let  it  drop  again.  The 
leemed  to  disturb  the  soldier, 
'eadj  to  shoot  him  dead  if  he 
only  gave  a  load  snort,  and 

a  bright  idea  struck  the  thief! 
lorporal's  musket  lying  by  hia 
layonet  fixed — a  supplemental 
ich  lus  own  piece  was  unsop- 
so  a  better  one  than  his  own, 
t2 
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and  in  cleaner  condition,  as  he  peioeived  at  a 
glance.  Dexteroodj  remoTing  the  soldier's 
musket,  he  softly  placed  his  own  in  its  place, 
after  removing  the  flint,  which  he  deposited  ia 
hie  pocket. 

The  change^  however,  was  not  made  so 
silentlj  as  to  avoid  disturbing  the  sleeping 
sentineL  The  eorporal  snddenlj  opened  his 
eye^  looked  vacantly  at  the  fire,  placed  his 
hand  on  the  substitiited  mnsket,  nodded  his 
head — and  slept  again. 

Grough  waited  quietly  behind  him  till  his 
»snores  announced  that  the  soldier  was  &st 
asleep.  He  then  directed  the  bayonetted 
weapon  to  the  leg  of  the  liaxiffixeOf  and  care- 
fully inserting  its  point  into  the  flediy  part  of 
the  thigh,  bove  it  triumphantly  aloft,  and 
marched  away  to  rejoin  hia  comrade. 

In  a  few  words  he  communicated  to  Bran- 
don the  exploit  which  he  had  achieved,  and, 
as  he  eagerly  devoured  the  vemaim,  offisied 
him  the  best  portions.  But  Brandon  refused 
to  eat;  and  after  his  associate  had  satisfied  his 

■ 

first  hunger,  he  led  the  way  back  towards  the 
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i  hope  of  finding  there,  or  on  the 
tnoe  of  the  girl  whom  he  had  lost, 
lean  tioae,  the  hoars  of  the  night 
;  but  it  was  not  before  the  dawn 
rporal  awoke  from  hiB  weary  elum- 
prised  at  the  ^pearaace  of  the 
jht,  the  old  soldier  began  to  have 
i  Bu^iicion,  either  that  the  sun  had 
o  its  head,  in  that  strange  countiy, 
be  middle  of  the  night,  or  that  he 
Hal — had  been  asleep  1 
me  case  was  hardly  less  uninteil^- 
le  other — for  to  sleep  oa  his  post 
^  of  a  sentinel's  du^  which  it  did 
tte  worthy  corporal's  head  that  it  was 
'  him  to  be  guil^  of— he  set  himself 
jout  resolrii^  the  enigma, 
imbered  shutting  his  eyes  to  avoid 
'  glare  of  the  fire ;  but  he  remem- 
ting  more.  It  must  be,  then,  that 
fottea  to  open  them  again!  Well, 
lot  much  harm  in  that !  That  was 
ing  to  sleep  I  A  man,  as  the  cor- 
)d,  might  l(»^t  himself  occasioiudly. 
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and  be  forgiven;  but  to  deep  on  his  post^ 
that  was  unpardonable !  The  corporal  vi3S 
sure  that  he  had  not  done  that  I 

Having  come  to  this  satisfactory  conclusion 
•^^md  the  more  so  as  it  happened  that  there 
was  no  one  at  hand  to  question  its  correctness 
—  the  corporal  opened  his  eyes  wider;  and 
then  he  remembered  the  kangaroo's  leg^  which 
he  had  set  to  roast  previous  to  his  obliTion: 
but  no  leg  was  there!  The  corporal  opened 
his  eyes  wider  than  ever  at  this  extraordinaiy 
circumstance,  and  immediately  rose  to  investi- 
gate the  affair. 

In  rising,  he  mechanically  lifted  up  his  fire- 
lock; for  he  followed  the  good  old  rule  in  a 
campaign,  that  **  your  arms,"  as  he  said,  ^*  are 
always  safest  in  your  own  hands."  ^^By  the 
powers,"  he  involuntarily  exclaimed,  '^  I  could 
have  sworn  that  I  fixed  my  bayonet  last  night! 
and  by  all  that 's  holy,  it 's  not  in  the  sheath ! 
And  the  firelock,  too  I  what  has  come  to  the 
hussy?  And  there 's  no  flint  in  the  hammer! 
There  must  be  Irish  fairies  here  too !  This  is 
not  my  firelock  !     By  the  powers,  it 's  like  the 
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anged  st  nunet  And  I'm 
lape,  for  anyttuDg  I  know  I 
en  asleep — that  III  swear 

led  out  the  ensign  &om  the 
t  tone. 

[onour,"  said  the  corporal, 
litde   relieved   to   hear  the 

he  began  to  think  that  he 
1  also.  He  was  about  to 
;  officer  with  a  "  preeent ;" 

musket  put  him  so  out  of 
ool«  that  be  could  not  bring 
1  the  evolution  with  "such 
)Dtented  himself,  therefore, 
iitary  obeisance  of  bringing 

be  expected,  to  the  peak  of 
:  agtun  he  was  balked;  for 
lomeo^  was  performing  the 
^  on  the  grass.  The  ensign 
lis  confusion,  but  in  weak 
bis  desire  to  move  forward 
arch  of  Miss  Horton  : — 
hand,"  he  said,  "  and  I  will 
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get  up  from  thu  bed,  J  am  afraid,  corporal, 
you  have  had  a  weary  night  of  it  while  I  have 
been  sleeping/' 

The  corporal  said  nothing,  but  handling  his 
officer  as  tenderly  as  if  he  had  been  a  diild,  he 
raised  him  from  his  Mimosa  bed;  but  Trevor 
could  not  stand. 

The  corporal  shook  his  head  :— 

<*  It  will  never  do,  your  Honour,  to  be  march- 
ing if  you  can't  stand  t  Better  be  stUl  a  hit, 
and  see  what  the  Bun  will  do  for  you  when  he 
comes  out  warm." 

"  These  spear  wounds,"  said  TVevor,  **are 
yery  stiff  and  painful.^--Do  you  know  if  the 
natives  poison  their  spears  ?" 

'*  I  never  heard  bo,  your  Honour ;  but  these 
are  nasty  wounds.  You  see,  sir,  the  spear 
doesn't  go  in  smooth  and  dear  like  the  point 
of  a  bayonet^-though  a  bayonet  wound  is  ugly 
enough ;  -^  but  the  ends  of  them  .  bemg  of 
charred  wood,  and  bluntish,  they  make  a  greater 
rend;  it's  curious,  though,  that  they  don't 
bleed  so  much  as  bayonet  wounds;  but  thej 
are  apt  to  fester,  I  have  beard  say,  and  become 
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to  •  gsntlenuui  dut  iin't  nted 
ed.  If  wfl  coold  eontrivs  to 
r  ho^  and  bathe  tham,  it  would 
id  takfl  some  of  the  smart  off. 
ik  of  i^  I  know  a  waj  that 
contrived  to  make  water  hot 
boil  it  in : — 1 11  do  it  for  your 
lata." 
a  corporal  helped  bis  officer  to 

aguQ  on  bis  bush  bed;  and 
to  hia  cap,  fiom  which  almost 
d  ooxed  away  during  the  ni^t, 
x>  the  neigbboDring  Btream  to 
m  he  got  there  he  remembered 
if  the  kangaroo  which  he  bad 
;  before,  and  which  he  had  left 
'the  atream. 

oat  as  be  bad  left  it,  and  with 
id  ke  ampatate  the  other  leg ; 
;r  the  ampatation,  to  throw  the 
listiDg  of  the  fore-quarters  of 

the  branch  of  an  adjacent  tree. 

returned  [to  the  fire ;  and  first 
)Bt  to  cook  on  &e  embers;  he 
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bosied  himfielf  in  preparing  a  warm  embrocar 
tion  for  the  ensign. 

To  effect  this,  he  provided  himself  with  his 
officer's  handkerchief,  and  then  taking  the  hot 
stones,  on  which  he  had  set  the  vanished  kan- 
garoo's leg  of  the  night  before,  he  blew  the  ashes 
from  them  and  dropped  a  couple  of  them  into 
his  capful  of  water.  The  stones  hissed,  and 
the  water  simmered,  and  presently  became  hot; 
and  the  worthy  fellow  then  performed  the 
office  of  a  hospital -nurse^  and  tenderly  fo- 
mented his  officer's  wounds  with  the  warmed 
water. 

The  application  of  this  simple  remedy  af- 
forded Trevor  so  much  relief,  that  he  expressed 
his  satisfaction,  and  his  admiration  also  of  the 
corporal's  ingenuity^  in  the  most  glowing  terms; 
and  the  strength  of  his  officer's  grateful  expres- 
sions gave  the  corporal  courage  to  relate  his 
misadventure  of  the  night 

"  This  is  very  strange !"  repeated  the  ensiga. 
"  Your  firelock  has  actually  been  changed  with- 
out your  being  aware  of  it  l^ 

"Not  exactly  so,  your  Honour,  for  I  was 
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toge  diiectJf  I  misaed  the 
the  nut;  thing  that  aome- 
lace  of  it.  Bat  vho  can  it 
F— not  die  natives  ?  They 
the  gumption  to  do  such  a 

buahianger's  work,"  rejdied 
has  done  it,  I  have  no  doubt, 
lis  cleverness  and  his  daring. 
ed  our  lives  when  we  were 

ig,"  intenvpted  the  corporal, 
lie  fire  blinded  mj  eyes  so, 
n  only  for  a  moment;  and 
them  agtUD,  the  thing  was 

id  our  lives,"  repeated  the 
dng  notice  of  the  corporal's 
mystery  to  me !" 
onour,"  replied  the  corporal, 
T  so  black  as  he  is  painted; 
,  bad  as  they  are,  are  not  so 
le  say.  They  don't  want  to 
for  killing's  sake.    I«tlhem 
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alone,  and  theyll  leave  700  akme— <exoept  when 
they  want  to  xob  yon,  or  that,  and  then,  in 
coarse,  they  must  stand  the  acrimmage  as  weD 
as  they  can." 

'^  There  is  something  about  this  Marie  Bran- 
don," resumed  Trevor,  meditating  ^^that  is 
very  remarkable." 

^  He  is  the  most  remariLable  big  rascal,"  re- 
plied the  corporal,  ^'  in  all  the  colony !  That's 
what  he  is.  But  he  was  a  gentleman  once, 
people  say,  and  if  any  one  ever  had  the  gift  of 
the  gab,  they  say  it  is  he ;  and  he  is  an  uncom- 
mon fisivourite,  by  all    accounts^,  among  the 
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women. 

<<  Indeed  I"  said  Trevor,  ^and  he  has  been  a 
gentleman,  has  he  ? — Corporal,  we  must  lose 
no  time  in  looking  for  that  poor  girl !  There 
certainly  is  something  extraordinary  about  that 
bushrangerl — I  have  seen  him  only  once — ^wben 
we  were  fighting  the  natives ; — ^bnt  it  atruck  me 
that  I  had  seen  that  &ce  before.  It  was  a 
countenance  that  seemed  to  have  haunted  me 
in  my  dreams.  We  must  march,  corporal,  we 
must  march!'' 


»  weak,  that  when  be 
U  down  agmn  on  iaa 
[tied  his  ymatg  officer 
Dnnnaged  liit  bead" 
Die  mean*  of  remedy- 
But  as  there  were 
MS  to  be  had  in  tbose 
or  fellow  -was  at  hia 
I  do?    For  here  waa 

unable  to  walk,  and 
■ta£F  Dor  eomcissariat 
D  ftH^Dg — what  was 
there  was  no  fann,  or 
ion? 

im  that  aa  his  officer 
waa  to  nourish  him ; 

the  mccttlent  Tirtoea 
[tolled  aa  the  most 
m,  be  determined  to 
e  present  case.  For* 
the  enormous  tail  of 
he  immcdiaUtly  pt^ 
le  best  manner  that 
mid  not  make  soup 
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of  it  in  lufl  cap,  lie  essajed  that  whidi  appeared 
to  him  the  next  best  way  of  tnuasfening  its 
virtues  to  the  person  of  hb  officer,  by  broilii^ 
it  most  delicately  on  the  ember& 

The  result  of  his  experiment  in  the  colinaiy 
pharmacopoeia,  however,  was  not  snch  as  to 
answer  his  expectations.  Trevor  had  no  appe- 
tite, and  could  not  partake  of  the  Australian 
luxury*  He  began  to  be  hot  and  feverish;  and 
the  corporal  beheld  with  alarm  the  beginning 
of  a  disorder,  which,  firom  his  experience  in 
wounds,  he  was  aware  was  the  forenmner  of 
danger. 

In  spite  of  all  the  corporal's  assiduities, 
Trevor's  fever  increased;  and  the  poor  corporal, 
almost  abandoning  all  hope,  in  their  distress 
and  desolation,  would  sooner  have  encountered 
a  whole  regiment  with  bayonets  fixed,  then 
such  an  enemy  as  fever  with  no  doctor  to  com- 
bat the  insidious  foe. — ^In  addition  to  this,  they 
were  in  hourly  apprehension  of  being  attacked 
by  the  natives. 

In  this  wretched  state,  while  the  corporal 
almost  abandoned  himself  to  despair,  the  an- 
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iateml§  of  his  delirium 
>  the  &r  greater  torture 
len  in  the  power  of  the 
lives,  while  he  was  lying 
b  it  seemed  to  him  was 
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CHAPTER  L 

THE  FBOGLASUTICW. 

E  SosIiTADger  travelled  during  the  whole  of 
night  with  almost  anabated  speed  towards 
Baj,  on  the  margin  of  which  the  cave  was 
late,  where  he  hoped  to  learn  tidings  of 
[en.  Sturdy  as  his  companion  was,  he  more 
a  once  hinted  to  Brandon  the  expediency 
a  halt;  ibr  notwithstanding  the  frequent 
cks  which  he  made  oa  the  1^  of  the  kan- 
M,  which  he  had  suspended  from  his  neck 
oih  m.  B 
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like  a  guitar  so  as  to  be  handy  to  his  jaws,  he 
began  to  sink  under  the  £itigue  of  long-pro- 
tracted exertion. 

As  to  Brandon,  he  ate  nothing,  and  spoke 
little ;  scarcely  replying  to  the  questions  and 
observations  of  his  follower  I  but  drinking 
copiously  at  every  brook  and  spring  that  he 
passed  by ;  for  that  fever  of  the  soul  had  al- 
ready seized  him  which  consumes  its  victim 
like  living  fire  I 

Stopping  only  to  aUow  his  companion  the 
rest  needful  for  his  further  pn^ress,  Brandon 
pursued  his  way,  hoping  every  moment  that  he 
should  light  on  some  indication  of  Helen's  track, 
and  earnestly  wishing  that  she  might  adopt 
the  same  expedient  in  her  present  flight  as  she 
had  practised  when  she  had  been  forced  to 
travel  with  himsel£  But  he  could  see  no  trace 
of  her  steps ;  and  although  he  was  sometimes 
tempted  to  diverge  firom  the  direct  course,  b 
the  hope  that  she  might  have  chosen  some 
tempting  but  delusive  opening  between  the 
hills  in  her  progress  homewards,  his  researches 
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pdotment,  and  oselenly 
d  Mrength. 

iiese  fulum  caused  odIj 
ii^r,  sod  augmented  his 

die  place  of  his  destitia- 
icbed  the  vicinity  of  the 
cautioD  became  necewoiy 

into  the  hands  of  the 
emmeot. 
ispectioa  io  his  ^proach 

s  good  loolc-ont  on  all 
xaminiDg  the  ground  fbi 
lear  to  the  spot.  As  soon 
V  of  the  Bay,  he  looked 
but  the  brig  was  gone.    - 

for  some  hours  watching 
nity  of  the  cave ;  bat  he 
if  danger.     Accustomed^ 

of  all  sorts  of  stratagem^ 
lis  enemies,  he  was  dis- 

and  calm  which  seemed 
rhere  recently  all  was  life 
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In  this  mood  he  approached  the  froQt  of  the 
cave;  but  still  he  saw  no  sign  of  its  being 
occupied.  But  on  one  side  of  the  entrance,  at 
its  mouthy  he  saw  a  piece  of  paper  attadied  in 
a  recess  sheltered  from  wet.  Grough  saw  it 
also ;  and  at  the  sight  they  stopped  and  looked 
at  each  other. 

^  Let  us  go  on."  at  last  sud  Brandon^  ^death 
is  better  than  this  suspense." 

»  .  _ 

^'  Come  on,"  responded  Grough;  ^  life  is 
not  worth  haying  without  liquor.  Let  as  txy 
our  plant/' 

They  approached  the  mouth  of  the  care, 
where  the  paper  was  a£5xed;  and  both  read,  at 
the  same  time,  its  significant  heading  :«- 

''A  PROCLAMATION.'* 


'*  Let  us  first  search  the  cave,"  said  Brandoni 
<<  we  shall  have  time  enough  to  read  that 
gammoning  paper  afterwards."  His  eye,  how- 
ever,  had  rapidly  caught  part  of  its  con- 
tents, and  he  felt  a  queer  sort  of  uneaaness 
about  it. 
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te  cave ;  _bot  thej  foond  no 
one  here,"    said  Grot^i, 

dd  BEaodon,  despoodingly. 

paper  say  T  aaked  Gron^ 
ey    all    say  —  a    bribe    &r 

[daimed  Grough.  "I  snp- 
vward.  Much  good  may  it 
Dtal  as  if  one  man  in  the 
aoother  !    But  hov  much 

1  which  the  words  *'  how 

lied  of  the  nature  of  Mr. 

resolve  not  to  be  tempted 

1  of  the  Govemment,  grated 

:isagreeably. 

r  read  it,"  he  stud,  "  and 

;  out,  not  wiAout  difficulty, 
be  manifesto  as   he  went 
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'*  *  Whereas  one  Mark  Brandon,  a  prisoner 
of  the  Crown,  has  made  his  escape  from  Hobart 
Town,  and  has  committed  a  piracy  on  the  high 
seas,  besides  being  guilty  of  various  other  high 
dimes  and  misdemeanors 

**  (I  say,  Maik,  they  by  it  on  thick.) 

*'•••.'  Crimes  and  misdemeanors;  and  is 
charged  also  with  having  forcibly  abducted  a 
young  lady  of  the  name  of  Helen  Horton, 
lately  arrived  in  the  colony ;  and  is  suspected 
also  of  the  murder  of,  or  of  some  other  foul 
dealing  with,  George  Trevor,  an  ensign  in  his 
Majesty's  service,  •  •  • 

. ''  (That 's  the  young  chap,  I  suppose,  that 
the  natives  speared. — Well,  they  are  wrong 
there,  at  any  rate. — But  those  beaks  and  con- 
stables will  swear  through  a  brick  wall  to  any 
lie  that  suits  them  against  a  poor  prisoner.) 

*'....  'Majesty's  service; — This  is  to  give 
i^otice  that  a  reward  of  five  hundred  doBan  •  •  • 
.  ^  (Hve  hundred  dollars !  I  aay,  Mark,  five 
hundred  dollars !) 
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"  .  .  .  '  Eire  buDdred  dollars  will  be  given 
a  taj  one  who  Ghall  affoni  sucb  iaformatioii  as 
laj  be  the  means  of  apprehending  the  sud 
laric  Brandon  .  .  , 

"  (Maik,  yon're  worth  five  hundred  doUan  t 
W  's  something  [) 

" '  The  said  Mai^  Brandon ;  together  with  a 
eepaidoD  .  .  . 

"  (A  &ee  pardoQ  I  I  eaj,  Mark,  do  you  see 
M?  A  free  pardon  I — It  'a  a  dead  set  against 
DD,  Hark! — Bat  do  they  think  that  any  one 
odd  be  such  a  blackguard  as  to  inform  against 
3U?  They  don't  know  us,  Mark  I — Five 
lodred  dollars  and  a  free  pardon  1  As  if  any 
)dy  would  trust  to  their  promises !  But  there 
■omething  more  [) 

" ' A  £ree  pardon,  and  a  free  passage  to 

Qgland. 

"(By ,  MaA,"  exclaimed  Groogh  again, 

the  Governor  lays  it  on  fat  I  Five  hundred 
lUan — a  free  pardon — and  a  free  passage  ta 
Inland!  Iliat 's  tempting !  Isn't  it?  But  I 
Nilda*t  trust  the  acoondrels!     It's  only  a 
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trap ! — Don't  you  think  so,  Mark?    And  as  to 

any  one  betraying  you  I . . . . )" 

"  Read  on,"  said  Mark. 

" '  And  ivhereas  a  prisoner  of  the  Crown, 
named  James  Swindell,  and  a  prisoner  of  tlie 
Crown  named  R(^r  Grougb,  are  also  missing, 
and  are  supposed  to  have  joined  the  said  Made 
Brandon  in  the  bush ; — This  is  to  gire  notice, 
that  a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  will  be 
given  for  the  apprehension  of  the  said  James 
Swindell,  and  of  the  said  R<^er  Grough,  or  for 
such  information  as  may  lead  to  theii  con- 
viction. 

"  *  Signed,  &c.  &c. 

" '  Lieut.  Gotebnos.' 

"  One  hundred  dollars  for  me  I"  exclaimed 
Grougb,  after  a  slight  panse,  as  he  condaded 
aloud  the  perusal  of  the  proclamation.  "A 
hundred  dollars  for  me !  Well — that's  kind, 
isn't  it?  And  another  hundred  for  hang-dog 
Jemmy  I  Well — Jemmy's  done  for,  so  there's  a 
hundred  dollars  lost  for  somebody. — But  tbere^ 
no  free  pardon  for  taking  me ; — ^yoaVe  the 
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reat  man,  Mark. — This  is  what  comes  of  being 
nob  > — It  would  be  worth  BomebodT's  while 
)  take  you,  Mark,  eh?— Wouldn't  it?" 
"  Yoon,  peihapS}'*  leplied  Brandon,  taming 
iddenly  round,  and  confronting  his  associBte 
ith  an  eye  and  a  look  which  few  could  stand 
ader  mthout  quuling.— "  Yoiin,  perhaps" 
peated  Brandon: — "but  no; — you  would  not 
stray  me ; — I  have  no  fear  of  that.  Firs^  be- 
iDse  you  are  not  such  a  rascal  as  to  do  it;  and 
condJy,  because  you  would  certainly  be 
mged,  my  hearty,  for  the  murder  of  the  old 
itnan  and  the  child  at  Saody  Bay  before  you 
irted. — No,  mj  boy ;  you  and  I  must  escape 
swing  t<^theT.'' 

"  To  be  sure,  Mark;  to  be  sure  ; — ^yon  aod 
t  Bay,  must  get  away  or  be  strung  up 
Not  that  there  was  any  harm  in 
lie  old  woman — they  would  never  hang 
or  that  I — and  the  child  would  shriek 
at  how  shall  we  get  a  boat  or  a  vessel  P 
I't  have  such  another  chance  as  we  had 
t  brig  in  a  hnny ! " 


"  We  mmt  trust  to  our  luck,  man.  Lekve  me 
to  find  the  way  to  do  it.  Bot  we  most  not  hang 
about  here ;  there  nuj  be  apiet  where  we  least 
think  of.  We  must  get  uwaj  into  the  interior, 
where  they  can't  follow  us,  or  can't  find  us  if 
they  do." 

"  Wherever  you  go^  Matk,  I  *m  the  man  to 
stick  to  you  !  And  now  for  the  stuff!  Let  at 
see  if  the  plant  is  all  right." 

To  his  infinite  aatis&ction,  Giou^  fbnnd  bis 
beloved  nim  safe  and  untouched,  fie  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  disinter  it,  taking 
aerend  hearty  puUs  at  the  liqoor  by  the  way; 
and  so  afixid  was  he  of  lomng  sight  of  it  a^io, 
that  he  determined  to  load  himself  with  aa  much 
as  he  could  carry.  As  most  of  it  was  contained 
in  ooe^;allon  stone  bottles,  which  had  beeo 
done  for  convenience'  sake  tm  board-shipi  and 
to  guard  agtunst  the  dai^er  of  drawing  off  spirit 
&om  the  cask  by  candle-light  in  the  hold; 
althongh  the  weight  vras  heavy,  it  was  so  divided 
as  to  enable  the  freebooter  to  dispose  of  much 
of  it  about  bis  persoiL    He  did  not  ne^set  to 


THB  rBOCIJlKl,TK>K  U 

arrj  nrsy  also  as  luge  a  supply  as  lie  could 
bear  of  ahip's  biacoit,  and  of  tea  and  sugar. 
He  took  care  to  provide  himself  also  mth  a 
Isi^  tia  pannikin,  and  a  small  tea-kettle,  vhich 
wu  arncmg  the  stoiea  which  the  maraaden  had 
away  previous  to  their  first  departure 
le  cave. 

ilso  visited  the  spot  where  he  had  boned 
ire  of  the  dollars  despoiled  from  the 
and  after  a  little  beutation,  caused  by 
lire  to  have  them  on  the  one  hand,  and 
onvenience  of  their  weight  on  the  other, 
I  them  out  of  the  hole,  and  deposited 
n  a  canvass  bag,  which  he  suspended 
a  shoulders.  Thus  freighted,  like  a  huge 
trader,  had  it  not  been  for  his  vast  bulk 
odigioue  strength,  he  would  have  been 
to  stand  under  the  weight  of  such  a 
and,  as  it  was,  be  found  hia  modons 
y  impeded  by  hie  cumbrous  load.  But 
etousness  was  stronger  than  his  launess. 
E  Brandon,  while  hia  companioit  was 
nsily  emjdoyed,  and  gloating  over  his 
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dollars  and  his  mm,  removed  his  own  ahare  of 
the  money,  and  qoietly  made  his  my  to  tbe 
hollow  tree  where  be  had  secredj  deposited 
the  gold,  which  he  bad  previously  coDtrived 
to  ahstract  from  the  participation  of  his  com- 
rades. Having  made  sore  that  Grongh  ma 
entirely  and  intensely  occupied  ^th  his  stone 
bottle,  he  threw  some  handfiils  of  earth  and 
stones  into  the  hollow  trunk,  to  disperse  mj 
opossums  which  might  have  made  it  their 
abode;  then,  hiding  his  fowling-piece  under  a 
neighbouring  rock  which  shelved  outwards,  be 
nimbly  climbed  the  tree,  and  dropped  dam 
within  the  ample  cavity. 

As  soon  as  his  feet  touched  the  bottom,  he 
became  aware  by  the  jingling  of  the  coin,  that 
his  treasure  was  safe.  He  found  it  rather  diffi- 
cult to  get  out  agiun;  bu^  by  applying  his  two 
hands  to  the  sides  of  the  opening  above,  which 
be  could  only  juet  reach,  by  a  vigorous  effort 
he  raised  himself  up,  and  descended  tbe  trunk. 

Satisfied  by  this  inspection,  that  it  was  •  safe 
place  for  a  "plant," he  dropped  into  it  dke  Urge 
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bag  of  dollars  which  he  had  remored  from  the 
hcAe  in  the  grouad.  This  he  did  in  order  to 
hide  the  monej  &om  his  compuiion,  fearing 
that  his  avarice  might  be  too  powerfully  stimu- 
lated bj  a  knowledge  of  such  an  amount  of 
dollars  at  bis  command^  and  which  woold  form 
90  pleasing  an  additbn  to  a  "free  pardon"  and 
"a  passage  to  England." 

For  be  bad  already  begun  to  be  suspicious 
of  tiie  rascal  with  whom  he  was  temporarily 
anociated ;  and  be  bore  in  mind  the  accent  and 
the  manner  of  bis  "  friend,"  as  be  read  and 
dwelt  on  the  tempting  ofifer  of  reward  promised 
by  the  Government  for  Brandon's  capture.  He 
immediately  rejoined  him,  however,  with  a 
Boontenance  entirely  divested  of  all  appearance 
of  distruflt;  and  he  took  advantage  of  his  com- 
rade's occupation,  to  revolve  in  his  mind  the 
:xpediency  of  shooting  him  throngh  the  head 
HI  the  spot,  and  of  thereby  removing  all  dan- 
ger of  betrayal  from  that  quarter. 

But  cm  farther  thought,  he  considered  that 
he  loute  would  be  useful  to  him,  as  the  lost 


14  TBI  nOOLAMATIOM. 

Mr.  SilUmnn  bad  bees,  in  carrfing  tbe  load  of 
spirit  and  other  articles  of  com&rt,  with  which 
be  waa  doing  bim — Mark  Brandon — the  hwat 
to  load  himself.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
abide  with  him  until  the  fellow  had  served  hit 
purpose ;  the  more  particularly  as  he  would  be 
an  useful  auzilint^  in  the  event  of  being  attActed 
by  the  natives.  He  bad  no  doubt,  that,  after  he 
had  decided  upon  bis  place  of  refuge — and  had 
possession  of  tbe  g^rl,  perhaps — he  should  easily 
be  able  to  dispose  of  bia  thick-headed  associate 
when  expedient;  and  in  the  mean  time,  that  he 
could  make  use  of  him ; — reserving  to  himself 
the  right,  however,  of  instantly  dispatching  bim, 
should  be  discover  any  strong  symptoms  of 
treachery,  which,  be  relied,  the  animal  was  too 
stupid  entirely  to  conceaL 

Havii^  come  to  this  cool  dctermtDation,  be 
accepted  his  friend's  offer  to  partake  of  about  ■ 
pint  of  rum ;  and  grasping  bia  comrade's  haml 
with  an  expression  of  most  heartjr  good-will  and 
confidence,  they  both  swore  over  the  bqoor  an 
eternal  attachment — Brandoo  banng  already 
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oolnd  to  dugliter  the  huge  otf  to  whom  he 
iM  Towing  fiintd^p,  whenever  the  fit  oeeanoQ 
faould  arrire ;  and  Grongh  hAving  determined 
Q  his  own  mind  to  deliver  np  his  chnm  to  the 
allows,  and  clum  the  reward,  on  the  first  con- 
enient  opportuni^. 

These  two  worthies,  having  thus  transacted 
le  buraness  which  the;  had  to  do  in  that  part  of 
M  coontry,  and  Brandon  havlag  made  a  last 
wrch  for  Helen,  departed  lovingly  t<^theT, 
ith  lies  on  their  lips,  and  treacheiy  in  their 
;arts,  in  the  direction  which  Brandon  bad 
anned,  towards  the  Western  Coast;  for 
though  there  was  very  little  chance  of  a  vessel 
'  a  boat  nearing  that  aide  of  the  island,  he  was 
>t  without  a  hope,  which  he  could  not  avoid 
lerishing,  of  meeting  by  some  luclcy  accident 
th  the  beautiful  girl  whom  he  had  lost,  and 
r  whose  possession  he  longed  with  all  the 
dour  of  his  saoguiQe  and  impassioned  nature. 
The  social  commuiiitT  of  the  outlaws,  bow- 
er, was  presently  interrupted  by  other  alarms, 
lich,  while  they  stimulated  the  inclination  of 
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Groogli  to  betray  hia  companion,  were  tli 
means  of  a^ravatiog  the  Bospidons  of  fincdoi 
who  redoabled  bis  precautions  to  gnaid  ag^ 
surprise  and  treachery. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

BUBnCION    AKD    DISTRUST    BEIEBD   FEAB   AND 
TBEACBEBT. 

^BET  had  not  proceeded  far  before  thej  came 
)  a  huge  blue  gum-tree,  od  which  was 
kBteoed,  by  a  wooden  pin,  another  copy  of 
le  procUmatioa  which  the  Bushranger  and  bis 
impanion  bad  seen  at  the  entrance  of  the 
ive.  Grougb  read  it  over  again,  and  seemed 
I  dwell  ratbei  meditativelj  on  the  reward  of 
dollars"  and  "pardon."  —  Brandon  marked 
ii  fellow's  look,  but  said  oolhing. 
The  sight  of  this  second  handbill,  however, 
adc  Brandon  for  the  moment  more  suqticloas 
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of  Other  enemies  than  of  his  companion,  and  he 
looked  about  uneasily: — 

**  The  enemy  ^  seems  to  be  on  this  track," 
he  said ;  ''  we  must  shift  a  little  more  to  die 
coast." 

Grough  was  rather  inclined  to  proceed  in  a 
northerly  direction  towards  the  town ;  bat  this 
manoeuvre  was  gently  opposed  by  BrandoiL 
They  continued  their  course  to  the  coast,  there- 
fore, for  about  half  a  mile,  when,  fiistened  on 
a  peppermint  tree,  they  beheld  another  copy 
of  the  Governor's  proclamation.  Grough  aet 
his  eyes  round  on  all  sides  with  an  odd  and 
doubtful  expression :  Brandon  looked  to  the 
primings  of  his  fowling-piece,  and  kept  to  the 
right  of  Grough  so  that  his  barrel  thrown  over 
his  left  arm  might  naturally  point  towards  his 
companion. 

^*  Proclamations  seem  to  grow  in  these  partB^* 
remarked  Grough. 

'*  I  don't  think  this  is  the  best  way  for  us 
after  all,"  said  Brandon.  «  They  will  be  look- 
ing out  for  me  near  the  coast." 
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"And  for  me  too." 

"And  for  you  too,"  repeated  Brandon, 
thooghtAiUj. 

Toming  sharp  roond,  he  retraced  his  steps, 
with  Giough  bj  bis  side.  He  thought  that  his 
comrade  seemed  inclined  to  sUck  to  him  more 
than  ever. — But  he  was  determined  to  follow 
oot  his  own  plan. 

He  then  made  a  start  in  the  direction  of  the 
Dorth-wes^  keeping  clear,  however,  of  his  pre- 
vious route  when  he  was  accompanied  by 
Helen,  and  having  it  in  his  mind  either  to 
climb  the  moontainous  ridge  to  the  right  of 
the  opening  which  he  had  passed  before,  or 
to  try  to  go  round  it.  But  after  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile's  walk  he  encountered  another 
ghoet  of  the  hateful  proclamation ! 

"Another!"  eaii  Grough. 

"They  seem  to  be  determined  to  hem  us  in 
with  their  bribes  of  dollars  and  pardons,"  sud 
Brandon,  eyeing  his  companion. 

"  It 's  a  great  temptation  to  a  prisoner," 
observed  Grough,  sentimentally; — "and  they 
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that  did  it  know  it.  Not  that  I  would  be  sodi 
a  nscal  as  to  betray  a  chum  !  Sooner  than 
turn  nose,  I  'd  rather  •  •  •  I  'd  •  •  ratber .  •  •  •" 

^  Rather  what  7*  said  Brandon,  drily. 

•'  Why  you  don't  suspect  me,  do  yon?". 

**  Not  I :  you  know  that  your  &te  is  bound 
up  with  mine,  and  that  it  is  to  your  interest  not 
to  betray  me.*' 

^  I  don't  know  that,"  replied  Grough,  a  little 
doggedly.  ^  It  would  be  to  my  interest,  per- 
haps, to  get  the  dollars  and  the  free  pardon; 
but  may  I  be  hanged  like  a  dog,  and  sink 
into  eternal  flames,  if  I  ever  betray  a  friend  T 

**Now  then,"  said  Brandon,  ^'you  hate 
read  the  Governor's  proclamation;  will  yoo 
stay  behind  and  give  information  of  me  if  yoa 
like;  or  will  you  go  with  me  and  take  yoor 
chance  of  our  seizing  a  boat  together,  and  of 
escaping  from  the  colony?'* 

«  Which  will  I  do?  Do  you  think  I  would 
hesitate  for  a  moment?"  replied  Grough,  who 
was  puzzled  to  determine  in  hia  own  nund 
which  was  the  likeliest  way  of  his  being  able 
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to  deliver  op  hii  fiiend  to  tbe  aotharides  and 
flf  claimiDg  the  reward.  "  What  vUl  I  do  ?" 
he  repeated,  after  having  revolved  the  prat 
and  COM  in  his  mind  as  well  as  the  ahort  time 
affi>rded]  to  him  for  his  decbion  would  en- 
able him,  "whj,  follow  you,  Marie,  to  the 
world's  end,  and  stick  to  you,  my  boy,  like  a 
bAnMcleP 

This  fiieudly  resolve  he  had  come  to  from 
tbe  calculation  that,  if  he  left  Brandoa 
and  sought  to  g^ve  infonnation  to  the  autho- 
ritiea  of  his  comrade's  whereabouts,  he  might 
pooibly  be  tried  and  hanged  before  the  value 
of  his  information  could  be  ascertuned ;  but  i( 
en  the  ctmtrary,  he  accompanied  his  friend, 
some  opportunity  would  occur,  as  he  flattered 
himaelf  that  Brandon  was  quite  unsuqticiouB 
of  bis  intention,  to  enable  him  to  &11  suddenly 
on  lum,  when  he  was  asleep  periiaps,  and  bind 
him ;  and  bo  deliver  him  alive  to  the  govemor 
inesmp. 

Brandtm,  on  the  other  hand,  had  made  up 
his  mind,  before  he  asked  the  question,  to  shoot 
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his  comrade  on  the  spot  if  be  refused  to  acoom- 
pany  him,  as  he  judged  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  let  him  go ;  but,  as  be  wanted  his  services 
to  cany  various  necessaries  into  the  bush  for 
his  convenience  as  well  as  safety,  he  let  tbe 
huge  oaf  hug  himself  with  the  idea  that  he  had 
the  cleverness  to  deceive  one  who,  by  his  art 
and  daring,  had  acquired  for  himself,  pre-emi- 
nently, the  title  of  ''The  Bushranger;'*  aad 
knowing  well  that '  nothing  more  effisctuaUy 
blinds  a  treacherous  plotter,  of  Ghrough's  de- 
scription, than  to  suffer  him  to  delude  himsetf 
with  the  idea  that  he  is  the  deceiver,  he  allowed 
his  companion  to  enjoy,  undisturbed,  his  secret 
satisfaction  at  being  able  "  to  put  such  a  dodge 
on  Mark." 

With  this  thought,  he  extended  his  hand  ta 
his  comrade,  and  wringing  it  strongly  and  widi 
much  apparent  emotion,  declared,  solemnlf 
that  ^  he  would  rather  have  such  a  man  as  he 
was  to  stand  by  him,  than  a  dosen  cowardly 
and  treacherous  rascals  whom  an  honest  mao 
could  place  no  reliance  on  T 
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GiDogh  expressed,  in  his  rough  way,  his 
itnort  satis&ctioQ  at  this  ezhibitioD  of  the 
rannth  of  his  comrade's  attacbmeot,  and  swore 
1  ptxiigiooB  oath  to  signify  that  he  would  be 
me  to  Mm  to  the  last.  He  walked  on  bj  his 
ide,  therefore,  fiill  of  glee,  for  he  considered 
lie  dollars  and  the  free  pardon  as  his  own 
Iready;  while  Brandon  made  up  his  mind, 
efinitivelj,  to  blow  his  friend's  briuns  out  the 
loment  they  arrived  at  their  place  of  desti- 
Btion. 

In  this  amiable  disposition  of  mind  towards 
>ch  other  the  two  proceeded  on  their  way, 
eeping  to  the  right  of  their  former  route,  lor 
raudoo  still  cherished  the  hope  that  he  might 
Mdbly  fall  in  with  Helen  by  the  way,  for  it 
as  dear  that  she  had  not  reached  the  cave, 
id  the  probability  was  that  she  was  lost  in  the 
ish  ^'"or  possibly  she  might  hare  been  taken 
ray  by  the  natives,  though  that  was  not  likely, 
here  was  reason  to  conclude,  however,  that 
e  had  not  been  killed  in  the  fight,  for  in  that 
se,  hei   body  would  have   been    found. — 
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Perplexed  and  irritated  by  these  conflicdng 
rarmises  he  determined  to  Tisit  the  scene  of 
the  fight  agiun^  and  search  narrowly  for  her 
ftemainSy  and^  if  neceasaiy,  cpmmanicate  ^rith 
ihe  wounded  officer^  if  he  still  remained 
there. 

As  to  the  risk  of  being  taken  he  did  not  care 
much  for  that,  as  he  considered  that  he  we 
more  than  a  match  for  the  two  soldiers  in  Ae 
bash,  and  that  if  it  came  to  the  worst  it  would 
only  be  making  a  fight  of  it«  To  this  step, 
however,  he  would  not  have  been  inclined,  for 
his  maxim  was  ^^  never  to  give  away  a  chance," 
had  he  not  been  incited  by  his  bnming  psaBon 
for  the  girl  for  whose  repossession  he  woaU 
have  incurred  almost  any  danger. 

With  this  resolve  he  proceeded  rapidly  oo, 
but  his  companion  was  so  loaded  with  his 
various  assortment  of  nsefhl  and  necessaij 
articles  for  the  bush,  that  soon  after  nigfat&O 
he  expressed  his  utter  inability  to  proceed  a 
single  step  fiirther ;  and  as  they  foond  them- 
selves in  the  vicinity  of  a  little  streamlet,  thej 
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nTanged  tbenuelvea  for  the  night.  Grongh 
iiaencumbered  himself  of  his  load,  and  vith  an 
il^tionBte  eamestneBS,  which  meoifefited  itaelf 
by  many  endearing  ezpressioai,  he  embraced 
I  bottle  of  the  ram  which  formed  acooaiderahle 
fMTt  of  the  balk  of  his  provisions.  Hastening 
Co  extract  the  cork,  he  applied  it  to  his  month, 
md  indulged  i&  a  prodi^ous  gulp  of  the 
liqnoT. 

**  Too  aeem  to  enjoy  it,"  observed  Mark. 

"  If  one  cootd  only  get  as  mnch  rum  every 
lay  as  a  man  could  drink,"  replied  the  other, 
'  I  vooldn't  mind  whetlier  I  was  prisoner  or 
Siee !    Bum  's  the  stuff  for  me  1" 

"  And  how  moch  hare  yon  left  for  me  ?" 

"  How  much !  why,  this  bottle  holds  two 
jnarts. — Drink,  Mark— drink.  —  There  isn't 
nich  stuff  in  the  colony  I  It  'a  downright  beau- 
ifol  I  1 11  fill  my  skin  with  it  this  blessed 
[light,  and  then  I  shall  Iiave  the  less  to  carry  to- 
noiTDw !  This  night  I II  be  jolly  drunk  if  I 
lever  am  again !  With  a  pipe  of  haccj  in 
ronr  mouth,  and  a  bottle  of  rum  by  jonr  nde. 
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what  does  a  man  want  more !    £ht  Maxk?-— 
Here,  man,  take  the  bottle.'* 

Brandon  took  the  bottle,  and  then  selecdog 
the  pannikin,  in  the  dusk,  from  the  heapirf' 
articles  on  the  ground,  he  fetched  in  it  some 
water  firom  the  stream,  to  which  he  added  a 
small  quanti^  of  the  spirit,  which  he  drank 
leisurely. 

Grough  observed  this  moderation  with  ex- 
treme surprise  t  That  any  one  should  reficain 
firom  taking  his  fill  of  rum  when  he  had  the 
opportunity,  was  a  prodigy  that  surpassed  his 
comprehension  I  There  must  be  a  reascmfbr 
it,  he  thought  sagely  to  himself.  Why  shooU 
Mark  not  drink  ? — ^Was  he  afiraid  of  getting 

drunk  ? — ^By ,  that  was  it ! — More  fool  he  I 

Then  he,  Grough,  could  drink  Mark's  share 
and  his  own  too !     Capital! 

With  this  he  was  about  to  put  his  belofed 
bottle  to  his  mouth  again ;  when,  suddenly,  a 
thought  struck  him — a  most  awkward  thought! 
Perhaps  Brandon  was  meditating  to  do  the 
same  thing  to  him  which  he  was  meditatiDg  to 
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0  Bncdon  ?  To  foil  upon  him,  and  secure 
,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  Govemnaent  for 
sake  of  the  reward !  That  was  the  reason 
'  Maik  would  not  drink !  He,  Mark,  wanted 
,  Groogh,  to  drink,  and  get  drunk,  so  as  to 
ble  to  master  him  easily ! — What  a  rascal  I 
at  here  was  a  particularly  disagreeable  fix ! 
'  he  didn't  drink,  what  was  the  use  of  the 
which  he  had  carried  all  that  way  ?  And 
■■  did,  and  got  drunk,  he  should  be  entirely 
less,  and  at  the  mercy  of  Brandon,  to  do 

him  aa  he  pleased! 

iie  shock  of  this  cruel  dilemma  was  moat 
id  I  He  held  the  rum  in  his  hand  which 
ved  not  drink  I  Life  had  lost  Its  salt  and 
arour !  Bushranging  had  lost  its  relish ! 
hat  was  to  be  done  ?— The  only  thing  was 
ut  till  Mark  fell  asleep,  and  then  to  &U  on 
— ^To  this  end  he  resolved  to  keep  his  eyes 

1  diligently,  though  &tigue  and  travel  had 
ied  his  locolties  sorely. 

f  ou  don't  drink,"  sud  Brandon,  as  Grough 
id  the  botde  on  the  ground  with  his  hand 
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still  on  it^  and  with  a  ooantenanoe  whidi,  eioi 
in  the  gloom^  Mark  obaerved.  was  Indioroad j 
fiORowfiil. 

**  Better  not  drink  it  all  np  at  onoe;— joo 
know  we  ahall  want  it  in  tiie  bush/' 

**  You  have  changed  yoor  mind  rather  Bod- 
denly,"  replied  Brandon,  *'  I  thought  jou  were 
determined  to  take  your  fill  this  time  ?^ 

*'  Better  keep  it  for  times  when  we  shall  want 
it;  the  best  thing  to  do  now  is  to  go  to  sleeps 
so  as  to  be  finesh  for  to-morrow. — I  suppose, 
Mark,  you  feel  sleepy  as  I  am,"  said  Gnwgh; 
wishing  by  this  considerate  suggestion  to 
put  it  into  his  firiend's  head  to  lose  no  tine 
about  it. 

'*  I  am  very  died,  and  Tery  sleej^,"  xcplied 
Mark;  ''and  I  feel  that  I  shall  be  off  in  afev 
minutes/* 

«  So  shall  I,"  replied  Grou^  makii^  as 
effort  to  keep  his  eyes  open. — ''  We  will  both 
of  us  go  to  sleep,"  he  continued  aloud,  and  dien 
saying  to  himself  ''  If  I  do,  I'm  d d.* 

''Ton  will  be  a  dever  feDow!"  tlm^ 
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rk  OQ  bia  aide,  "  if  you  catch  me  udeep  I 

(tend  Ml  il»  my  fine  fellow,  that  Mark  is 

v/t  ;iride  awake  I " 

'  I  Bhall  be  asleep  is  a  miaute,  Mark." 

And  BO  slisU  L" 

'reamitly  Mark  breathed  heavily. 

I  wonder  if  be  in  shammiiigl"   thooght 

og^. — "  But  I  am  up  to  that  dodge  too  P 

ordiu^y  he  peifonned  a  deep  aod  r^olar 

c 

That  rascal  is  not  asleep,"  sud  Brandon  to 

)elf ;   "  he  is  jeigniug  for  some  puipose  I 

B  he  think  to  come  orer  me  that  way !  the 

«  long-eared  asel     Does  be  think  that 

|[  Srandon  is  to  be  taken  in  by  big  <Jontri- 

et!  Shall  I  shoot  bin  now  P    No: — ^I  want 

to  cany  hia  load  for  me,  and  to  assiat 

iating  off  the  natlvea,  for  it  is  more  than 

lUe  that  we  shall  meet  vith  them  before 

in  this  directifm,  and  for  bis  own  take  he 

xMfiul  me  then.     Besides,  it  will  be  better 

fwar  to  tbe  young  officer  as  two  to  two. 

Id  it  be  Decenary  for  me  to  comiannicate 
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with  him. — No,  I  will  not  shoot  lum  yet— I 
will  make  use  of  him,  and  then  punish  him  far 
his  meditated  treachery. — ^But,  positively,  I 
think  the  brute  sleeps." 

Mark  spoke  to  him  in  a  low  tone,  to  which 
Grough  made  no  answer ; — he  then  i^proached 
him  cautiously,  and  satisfied  himself  that  it  was 
no  sham;  for  in  fact,  the  first  copious  draft  of 
rum  which  the  creature  had  imbibed  was  sofE- 
cient  to  dispose  him,  wearied  as  he  was,  ine- 
sistibly  to  sleep. 

The  Bushranger,  now  stepping  widi  the 
utmost  caution,  withdrew  silently  fix>m  the  spot, 
and  continued  his  course  till  he  arrived  at  a 
thicket  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ctistant  fiom 
the  place  where  he  had  left  his  companicHi,  and 
burying  himself  among  the  densest  of  the 
bushes,  he  endeavoured  to  compose  himself  to 
sleep. — But  the  thought  of  his  precarious  por- 
tion ;  the  ill-concealed  design  of  his  companioD; 
and  the  gnawing  fury  of  his  disi^pointment  at 
the  loss  of  the  girl  on  whom  he  had  set  his  whok 
soul,  for  a  long  time  kept  him  awake. — ^But  at 
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tt  he  was  able  to  procare  a  few  mioates  of  fit- 
1  slumber. 

Ss  fears,  liowever,  haucted  him  in  his 
■earns;  and  he  awoke  with  the  sensation  of 
iiug  suddenly  grasped  by  a  powerful  hand  on 
s  collar! — It  was  only  his  neck-handker- 
oef  which,  in  the  uneasy  positioa  in  which 
:  lay,  had  become  tightened  loond  his 
ick. 

He  found  it  impossible,  however,  to  deep 
iaa.  He  made  bb  way  back,  therefore,  to  his 
mpamon,  whom  he  found  still  snoring.  He 
t  by  his  side  for  more  than  two  hours,  cold  and 
eerless,  for  he  feared  to  light  a  fire  lest  some 
emy  on  the  look-ont  should  discorer  him  by 

light.  At  last  the  dawn  of  day  came ;  and 
en,  thinking  that  his  companion  had  slept  long 
ough,  and  being  anxious  to  get  towards  the 
^loaf  hill,  he  awoke  him,  by  putting  his 
od  to  his  shoulder. 

"  Hands  off  P  cried  Grou^.    "  D n  me! 

u  dtan't  take  me  alive!  Whatl  Mark  !  is  it 
a?    By !  I  thought  it  was  some  of  the 
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constables tbat  had  got  hcAd  of  mel  By  • — I 
and  haven't  you  been  asleep !" 

'' I  could  not  sleep;  so  I  haTe  been  watehtng 
for  both  of  OS." 

**  You  haven't  been  asleep  I  and  Ihavernid 
Groughy  rubbing  his  eye%  and  endeavoariiig 
to  reconcile  the  tact  of  Mark's  forbearance  with 
bis  own  previous  suspicions;  **  ireU,  thoe  is 
something  in  this  I  can^t  make  out  T 

What  can't  you  make  out  f 
What  can't  I  make  outT  replied  Gioof^ 
a  little  confused; — *^  why — ^I  can't  make  oat 
why  it  is  that  you  don't  sleep  after  you  ha?e 
been  awake  I  don't  know  how  many  nij^tBr 

^^  It  is  weU,"  replied  Mark^  quietly,  ^  that 
one  of  us  can  keep  awake;  for  if  we  were  both 
to  fidl  asleep  together,  we  might  be  swimsed 
and  taken  before  we  knew  where  we  weie<-« 
you  mi^t  have  been  last  night." 

Grough  was  considerably  puzzled,  and  could 
not  make  out  at  all  the  reason  why  Mark  had 
not  seized  on  him  when  he  was  asleep  and 
defencelesB,  as  he  certainly  would  have  done 
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D  Mark.  "  Mark  is  up  to  some  game,"  he 
bought ;  "  but  what  is  it  ?" — The  uncertainty  of 
lark's  object  troubled  the  worthy  Mr.  Grough 
iceediuglj ;  but  disguising  his  thoughts  as 
ell  as  he  could,  be  proceeded  to  load  himself 
itb  his  goods  and  chattels,  taking,  on  this 
session,  only  a  very  moderate  sip  of  rum,  in 
hicfa  he  was  joined  by  Ma^ ;  and  postponiag 
is  breakfast  until  he  should  have  the  oppor- 
aiitj  of  briogiog  down  a  kangaroo,  which  he 
d  not  doobt  of  being  able  to  effect  shortly, 
the  firesh  marits  of  their  passage  were  visihle 
the  grassy  go^e  which  they  were  tra- 
rsii^. 

T-*aTing  them  to  piumie  their  way,  «od  to 
editate  on  thcur  mutuallj-resolTed  treacheiy 
irards  each  other,  exemplifying  the  life  of 
«  and  distrast  which  criminals  who  take  to 
!  busbf  sooner  or  later,  iavariably  suffer,  the 
iise  «f  diis  narrative  turns  to  the  fate  o£ 
lien  aitd  her  fellow-captiTe. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

# 

HELEN   A  PRISONER  WITH   THE   KATIVEB. 

At  the  time  when  the  natiyes  attacked  the  tvo 
bushrangers  near  the  Sugar-loaf  hill,  Helen 
and  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Silliman  had  been 
made  to  lie  down  on  the  ground  by  Brandon 
while  he  stood  concealed  behind  the  thicket 
towards  which  he  had  enticed  his  puisuers  for 
the  purpose  of  shooting  them  securely  as  they 
advanced. 

It  was  from  the  accident  of  their  recumbent 
position  that  the  spears  of  the  natiyes  pasBed 
over  their  heads ;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  same 
circumstance,  perhaps,  that  the  savages,  seeing 
them  down,  forbore  to  wreak  their  iiiry  on 
them. 
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Aa  the  crowd  of  males  pressed  forward, 
driving  back  the  white  people,  the  females 
followed,  not  lees  cruel  than  the  first,  perhaps, 
in  their  treatmeat  of  their  enemies,  but  who, 
on  this  occasion,  were  struck  with  the  appear- 
ance of  Helen,  whom  they  were  not  long  in 
discovering  to  be  of  the  same  sex  as  them- 
selves. 

At  the  same  time  thej  beheld  the  prostrate 
form  of  Jeremitdi,  and  were  surprised  to  ob- 
serve that  he  had  his  hands  tied  behind  his 
back ;  and  they  immediately  guessed  that  so 
palpable  an  act  of  coercion  had  been  com- 
mitted by  his,  enemies.  But  seeing  that  he 
vas  secured  &om  doing  any  injury,  and  that 
lie  was  entirely  at  their  mercy,  with  the 
i^price  not  inconsistent  with  their  wild  natures 
md  with  their  eex  they  postponed  putting 
lim  to  death,  with  the  intention  of  keeping 
liim  for  the  performance  of  certain  ceremonies 
vhicb,  time  out  of  mind,  had  been  in  usage 
urith  the  ori{^nal  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

After  poking  at  him,  therefore,  with  their 
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speara  for  a  little  while,  to  see,  perhaps,  how 
he  woold  comfort  himself  under  the  inaction 
of  dtat  preliminary  trial,  thej  signified  their 
dene  that  he  Aould  stand  ap,  whidi  he  did 
accordingly^  endeavotning  l^  aU  the  signs  and 
gestures  which  he  could  think  of  to  excite  the 
compassion  of  these  black  furies. 

At  the  same  time,  others  of  the  women  as- 
sisted Helen  to  rise  from  the  ground,  when  they 
immediately  proceeded  to  examine  her  dras 
with  great  curiosity,  and  showed  a  strong  di»- 
positiMi  to  possess  themselves  of  it,  a  proceeding 
whidi,  if  they  had  persisted  in  it,  would  rapidlj 
have  reduced  the  poor  girl  to  the  same  primitife 
condition  in  that  respect  as  themsehres;  bota? 
the  fight  raged  hotly,  and  as  the  guns  of  the 
white  men  continued  to  send  forth  their  diaD- 
der,  they  were  too  much  alarmed  and  honied 
in  their  movements  to  carry  their  design  ioto 
execiiti<m« 

Ptosently,  also^  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  of  their  countrymen  became  so  ^1^ 
merous,  some  of  the    balls  fixed  by  Trevor 
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ud  the  cofpond  hittiog  one  or  two  of  [he 
oatiTe  TromcQ  whom  they  wouotied  elighclj) 
Hat  the  klaroi  of  the  females  was  too  great  to 
•Uow  them  to  remaiD  bo  close  to  the  scene  of 
action.  Thej  retired,  therefore,  to  a  little 
distance  in  the  rear,  compelling  Helen  to 
accompany  them,  and  driving  Jeremiah  before 
tbem  with  the  points  of  their  spears,  one  or 
two  of  the  younger  girls  not  being  able  to 
mtraia  their  laughter,  notwithstanding  the 
seriousness  of  the  fight  which  traa  going  on, 
at  the  curiooa  grimaces  exhibited  by  that 
unfortunate  gentlenua  as  he  made  little  ooa- 
Tulnve  leaps  in  accordance  with  the  a|^lication 
f^  the  stimulatii^  spears  administered  behind. 
^len,  however,  did  not  lose  her  {Mesenoe  of 
mind,  even  hi  this  urgent  time  of  peril. 

At  first  she  sncctimbed  to  the  natural  terror 
of  finding  herself  in  the  hands  of  sav^j^  excited 
to  fiiry  by  the  fierceness  of  the  fight ;  but  when 
she  saw  that  the  native  women  refruued  &om 
putting  her  to  an  immediate  death,  she  gathered 
courage,  and  was  inspired  with   the  hope  of 


38  HELEN  A.  PRIBONEB 

being  able  to  save  herself,  as  Trevor  and  a  sap- 
porter  were  at  hand  combating  for  her  rescue. 
— No  sooner,  therefore,  had  their  new  captors 
stopped  at  the  entrance  of  the  forest,  than  she 
b^an  to  think  of  escaping. — She  communi- 
cated her  intention  to  her  companion  :— 

^*  Mr.  Silliman,  now  is  the  time  to  make  an 
attempt  to  join  our  friends;  try  to  get  yoor 
hands  free;  these  are  only  women  who  are 
around  us.  Come  towards  me  and  I  will  un- 
tie your  arms." 

Jeremiah  was  still  loaded  with  the  variety  of 
articles  which  the  unconuniserating  Grrougb 
had  packed  upon  him,  and  which  prevented 
him  from  exercising  much  activity  in  his  mo- 
tions ;  but  he  endeavoured  to  comply  with 
Helen's  intimation  by  sidling  towards  her  with 
a  shuffling  step  which  the  natives  regarded  with 
astonishment,  not  being  able  to  make  out  whe- 
ther it  was  the  performance  of  a  sort  of  war  dance^ 
or  a  natural  mode  of  progression  habitual  with 
the  white  people.  They  suffered  him,  therefore, 
to  place  himself  before  Helen ;   but  thej  no 
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sooner  perceived  the  object  for  which  the  white 
man's  movement  had  been  effected,  than  they 
interfered  promptly  with  spears  and  waddies, 
and  while  some  thumped  Jerry  as  well  as  tl^ey 
could  get  at  him  through  his  manifold  encum- 
branceSy  others  threatened  Helen  with  the 
points  of  their  spears. 

"Wait,"  said  Helen,  "till  I  can  find  an 
opportunity  to  release  you;  then  cast  aside 
your  load,  and  snatch  some  of  their  own 
weapons  from  the  women,  and  let  us  fight  for 
our  lives." 

**I  will  fight  for  you,  miss,''  replied  Jere- 
miah, '^  till  I  die !  But  what  can  we  do  against 
such  a  herd  of  black  wretches  ?  Those  spears 
are  uncommon  sharp,  although  they  are  made 
only  of  wood ;  they  are  indeed !  I  have  felt 
them ! " 

"Never  fear  the  wounds  that  a  wooden 
spear  can  make,"  replied  Helen;  ^^we  must 
fight  for  our  lives,  and  try  to  join  those  who 
have  come  to  rescue  us." 

'*  Tou  see,  miss,  I  can  do  nothing  with  my 
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liands  boond  beluiid  me  this  wzy ;  and  tkat 
u^y  rascal  has  tied  them  8o.8tn»g  and  so  t^bk^ 
that  it  is  impoosible  for  tne  to  loose  then  mj- 
sdL — ^Bat  never  mind  me^  misB ;  try  to  ssie 
y€Nii8eIf.  They  irould  not  hurt  yon  peckips. 
Suppose  you  ran  off  and  kept  round  to  die  kft» 
so  as  to  avoid  the  natives  aad  join  your  frififa 
Anything  is  better  for  you  than  to  be  kSled 
and  eaten  by  these  savi^;e8,  for  they  ne  d 
<aainibals,  lean  tell  by  die  looks  of  thesi !  One 
old  woman,"  pointing  with  his  head  to  a  ^eoo- 
able  lady  of  terrific  aspect,  who  had  been  eje- 
ing  Jerry  in  a  very  afiectionate  manner,  ^bas 
been  looking  at  me  in  a  very  odd  way !  We 
shall  both  of  us  be  eaten,  miss,  if  the  savi^ 
get  the  better,  that 's  certain." 

While  Jerry  was  speaking,  two  or  three  of 
the  natives  with  faltering  steps,  were  seen  ess- 
ing  over  the  narrow  space  of  plain  betweoi  the 
acrub  and  the  wood,  and  at  the  sight  of  their 
wounded  countrymen,  the  women  set  vp  a 
wail  of  sorrow,  and  looked  fiercely  i^  tkor 
white  prisoners,  whom  they  were  abovt  to  pot 
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o  death.  Bat  the  old  womftn,  whom  Jerry 
tad  dieady  remaAed  as  r^arding  him  with 
""S^S  ^^  vMeh  he  construed  into  an  excea- 
ire  denre  to  eat  him,  interposed,  aa  it  aeemed 
nth  aathority,  and  prereoted  them.  She  said 
(Rnething  to  her  conpankniB,  aiid  pointed  to 
be  spot  wba«  tbe  sound  of  tlie  guns  and  the 
boats  of  the  fighting  satiTeB  frere  heard ;  and 
be  rest  of  the  ttodmhi  sabmitted  with  deieceace 
)  her  command. 

She  }md  greater  difficulty  in  holdii^  bad: 
u  bleeding  natives  irom  taking  their  rerenge 
Q  the  vhite  people  in  their  power ;  and, 
Ldiongh  they  were  bleeding  and  &int  from 
lear  wounds,  they  exhibited  a  ferocious  deler- 
lination,  whicb  made  Helen  turn  pale  And 
eremiah  ciy  out  whh  fright. 

Bat  the  old  woman  stood  before  the  pn- 
muB  and,  with  arms  npraisod,  vociferated 
ith  an  energy  and  a  volubility  which  be- 
ikeaed  that  she  was  an  adept  in  the  manage- 
lent  of  that  most  fearful  of  all  weapons — a 
Oman's  tongue !      Besides,  it  aj^>carcd  that 
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she  had  some  pretensions  to  be  obeyed,  for  the 
women  listened  to  her  with  deference,  and 
made  no  attempt  to  support  the  assault  of  the 
wounded  males. 

Whether  their  wounds,  therefore,  by  produc- 
ing faintness  and  weakness,  made  the  men  less 
firm  to  their  resolves,  or  that  they  were  fairly 
mastered  and  borne  back  by  the  eloquence  of 
the  old  woman,  they  desisted,  for  the  present 
at  least,  from  their  determination  and  laid 
themselves  down  on  the  ground;  while  some 
of  the  native  women,  to  whom  they  were 
attached  by  particular  nearness  of  kin  or  other 
ties,  endeavoured  to  stop  the  bleeding  of  their 
wounds  by  such  simple  means  as  their  little 
knowledge  suggested. 

But  now  the  firing,  which  had  been  ?ery 
sharp,  ceased,  and  the  whole  body  of  natives  fled 
through  the  covert  towards  the  wood,  bearing 
with  them  some  of  their  wounded  compamoD& 
It  was  fortunate  for  Helen,  at  this  moment  of 
their  exasperation  after  defeat,  that  she  had 
been   taken  possession  of  by  the  females  at 
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le  head  of  whom  waa  the  old  woman  who 
tteaded  her  protection  also  to  the  white  man ; 
at  it  was  not  less  fortUDate  for  Jeremiah  that 
e  had  his  hands  still  tied  hehiod  him ;  for,  in 
lat  condition,  he  presented  no  provocatioii  to 
le  men,  who,  seeing  that  be  was  incapable  of 
jfending  himself  or  of  acting  on  the  offensive 
wards  themselves,  hesitated  to  use  their 
addies  on  his  skull — whlcb  waa,  besides,  pro- 
cted  bj  the  load  of  goods  which  surmounted 
s  head  and  shoulders.  Without  delaying  to 
ale  inquiries,  however,  as  to  how  the 
hite  man  and  woman  got  there,  or  why  tbcir 
tea  bad  been  spared  by  those  who  bad  them 

their  disposal,  the  black  man,  who  acted  as 
echief  of  the  party,  gave  the  signal  for  im- 
ediate  retreat. 

Upon  this,  without  noise,  the  whole  of  the 
ble  troop  made  their  way  rapidly  through  the 
rest,  the  men  supporting  such  of  the  wounded 
I  they  could  hastily  convey  with  them,  and 
le  women  leading  the  van,  with  Helen  and 
iTTj  in  the  midst,  whom  they  forced  forward 
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iK^withstAoding  their  lesistanoe  and  the  urgent 
appeals  which  Helen  deqmiringlj  made  to  be 
left  behind.  Se^ng  die  difficulty  with  ulaSA 
the  white  man  walked  with  hk  hands  tied  be- 
hind him  (me  of  the  women  released  him  tarn 
his  bonds. 

Thus  was  Helen  exposed  to  a  new  peril,  tbe 
more  to  be  dreaded  as  it  was  uncertain,  and  that 
she  could  expect  no  mercy  fiom  tlioae  who  bad 
so  severely  suffered  from  the  thunder  of  tbe 
white  2)eople  in  the  disastrous  fight.  Poor  Jeny 
already  considered  himself  as  roasted  and  eaten ; 
and  the  wretched  Helen  doubted  whetherinsunt 

death  would  not  be  die  mildest  fiute  to  whichsbe 
could  be  oondenmed.  In  this  way  they  tmefled 
without  stewing  for  the  remainder  of  tbe  day. 
When  the  darkness  of  the  night  cuae  on, 
although  the  moon  afforded  light  enoo^  to 
travel  for  those  who  were  acquainted  with  tbe 
country,  the  nadves  stopped.  This  halt  Hekn 
thought  a  fortunate  circomstance*  and  sbe 
determined  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity and  endeavour  to  escqw. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


k  NATIVE  HTOVAC. 


s  natiTefl  had  divided  before  reacliiiig  their 
dug  [dace  fiir  the  night,  into  two  bodies ; 
^  of  them  proceeding  towards  the  north,  and 
other  body,  by  whom  Helea  and  Jeremiah 
re  detained,  coDtinning  their  coarse  in  a 
iterly  direction.  The  latter  party  consiBted 
ibout  twenty  maletandnearlythesame nam- 
of  females,  bat  there  were  no  children,  which 
le  Hel«i  conjecture  that  they  had  not  yet 
red  at  tbeir  |Jace  of  ultimate  destination, 
lie  spot  which  they  had  fixed  on  for  tbeir 
■mpment  was  a  deep  dell,  shut  in  by  high 
r  CD   either  ride,   partially  covered  with 
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wood.  There  was  a  spring  of  water  near  the 
bottom,  at  which  the  natiyes  drank  copiously, 
and  Helen  and  her  fellow-prisoner,  foUowing 
their  example,  did  the  same,  their  capton  not 
seeming  to  take  much  heed  how  they  disposed 
of  themselyes.  This  apparent  neglect  seemed 
to  favour  Helen's  project  to  escape. 

The  men  now  busied  themselves  in  erecdng 
their  breakwinds  from  the  bark  of  the  trees 
which  were  at  hand ;  but  they  made  them,  as 
Helen  remarked,  of  very  scanty  dimenaioDS, 
and  they  were  insecurely  put  together.  The 
women  set  themselves  about  collecting  dry 
wood  for  fires,  of  which  they  made  eij^t  or 
nine  heaps  opposite  the  breakwinds.  Their 
next  labour  was  to  kindle  a  fire,  for  the  two 
lighted  sticks,  always  carried  cross-ways  by 
one  of  the  party,  had  been  extinguished  in  the 
confiision  consequent  on  the  fight,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  raise  a  flame  in  the  manner  prac* 
tised  by  the  natives  on  such  occasions. 

Two  or  three  of  the  party  searched  for  a 
piece  of  dry  wood  suited  to  their  purpose, 
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rhlch  oDe  of  them  soon  found.  This  was 
laced  on  the  ground  and  held  finnly,  while 
ne  or  two  more  stood  round  ready  to  aliment 
le  flame,  when  kindled,  with  dry  leaves  and 
ark,  scraped  into  very  thin  shaTings. 

In  the  mean  time,  another  native  had  pre- 
ared  a  pointed  piece  of  wood  about  eighteen 
iches  long,  and  a  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half 
1  diameter.  This  piece  of  wood  he  took  core 
>  select  Jh>m  a  dead  branch,  choosing,  in 
reference,  a  piece  of  the  atringy  bark  tree. 

A  hole  was  now  indented  in  the  first  piece 
Fwood  with  a  hard  stone,  and  the  end  of  the 
«ond  piece,  previoudy  pointed  with  a  stone 
le,  inserted  in  it.  One  of  the  natives  now 
>ok  the  piece  of  pointed  wood  between  his 
inds,  and  with  a  rapid  motion  turned  the 
sint  ioserted  in  the  cavity  of  the  other  piece 
fwood  backwards  and  forwards  as  if  he  was 
ying  to  bore  a  hole.  This  man<Buvre  he 
]Dtinued  for  nearly  a  minute,  and  when  his 
uids  began  to  get  weary,  another  native 
ilieved  him,  and  then  the  second  was  relieved 
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bj  a  third,  and  so  ou,  never  allowing  ttie  tne^ 
tion  of  the  twa  pieces  of  wood  to  cool  dom, 
till  ad  last  thej  eUcilcd  fire« 

As  soon  as  this  took  place^  the  drj  leafes 
and  bark  shaYings  were  pressed  around  tbe 
point  of  contact,  the  natives  assistipg  the 
nascent  conflagration  with  their  breath,  Ijiag 
down  on  their  bellies  to  blow  the  fire  into 
flame. 

Bj  this  ingenious  process,  in  the  coaiseof 
about  half  an  boor  thej  procored  a  light,  with 
which  they  ignited  the  dry  heaps  of  wood 
previously  collected,  and  in  a  ft w  tnhnitpn  the 
6t3l  was  illuminated  wkh  tbe  light  of  dieir 
muneroas  fires* 

While  this  was  going  fbrward,  BMen  thoi]|^ 
that,  the  whole  of  the  party  being  so  hoBilf 
occupied,  now  was  the  time  to  escape.  She 
communicated  her  intenticm  in  a  few  words  t» 
her  companion,  and  directed  him  to  ascend  the 
steep  hill  on  one  side,  while  she  did  the  ssme 
on  the  other,  and  to  join  her  at  the  entmes 
of  the  glen,  about  half  a  mile  dnkant 
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Jeremiah  readily  acquiesced,  although  he  had 
little  hope  of  escaping  from  so  many  enemies ; 
and  they  immediately  began  to  carry  their  plan 
into  effect. 

Helen  sauntered  leisurely  up  the  hill  on  her 
side,  while  Jeremiah  did  the  same  on  his,  look- 
ing about  them  in  the  dusk  as  if  they  were 
examining  objects  here  and  there  from  curi- 
osity. In  this  way  Jerry  had  nearly  reached 
the  appointed  opening,  when  on  turning  a 
bushy  mimosa  tree  he  beheld  to  his  horror 
two  great  eyes  which,  from  the  contrast  with 
the  black  face,  seemed  to  him  preternaturally 
white,  staring  at  him  from  the  other  side. 

He  had  sufficient  presence  of  mind  not  to 
call  out,  but  he  endeavoured  to  catch  sight  of 
Helen,  which  he  presently  did;  and  he  ob- 
seired  at  the  same  time  that  a  dark  form  fol- 
lowed her,  which  was  visible  to  him  as  he 
surveyed  her  progress  sideways,  but  which 
to  her,  doubtless,  had  been  concealed.  He 
guessed  at  once  that  he  had  been  dogged  by 

a  native,  as  he  saw  Helen  was  followed ;  but 
VOL.  in.  E 
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as  it  WM  incuKibeiit  on  him  to  eodeavoor  to 
join  iier  at  all  evenfB,  he  stepped  en  boUijr, 
taking  no  notice  of  the  spj  bj  whom  he  hsd 
himself  been  watched. 

^*  Oounge,^  said  Hden,  in  a  low  Toice,  as 
soon  as  she  became  ocuseions  of  his  appioaeh> 
**  we  may  yet  be  savedT 

^  You  are  fidlowed  by  one  of  the  nadteii'' 
lepliad  Jerry,  in  the  same  low  tone,  '*  sad  so 
am  L    We  are  diaoovered." 

^  Could  yon  not  catdihold  of  the  ooebeUDl 
you  and  secare  him  ?^  said  Helen  widi  dopoa- 
tion. 

*'  It  would  be  folly,  miss;  the  two  would odIj 
set  up  a  howl  which  would  bring  dowa  the 
whole  gang  on  us.  Better  go  bade  as  «e 
came.'' 

**  We  cannot  help  it,"*  said  Hden,  afker  s 
short  pause ;  **  but  it  is  hard  to  sonender  om^ 
adiyes  again  to  the  mercy  of  the  savages:  bat, 
as  it  must  be  so,  our  best  course  is  to  go  qaiedj 
back  again " 

^  It  would  be  better  to  go  back  togedier," 
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interpofled  Jerry ;  "  it  will  seem  more  natural — 
■sif  we  had  been  looking  for  eacli  other." 

"  Pexliaps  80 ; — aod  it  may  remove  any  sua 
{ucioQ  that  they  may  have  of  our  meditatiog  an 
escape,  ao  that  we  shall  have  the  better  chance 
another  time.     Gone,  we  must  returD." 

They  retamed  therefore,  together,  the  two 
luUiTes  following  them  closely,  but  withont 
making  any  attempt  at  concealing  tfiemselves, 
as  they  had  done  previously.  Jeremiah,  wish- 
ing to  take  a  surrey  of  them,  perceived  by  the 
light  of  the  moon  that  one  of  them  was'  a  man, 
aod  that  the  other  was  the  sacne  old  woman  who 
had  interfered  in  his  behalf  before.  As  he  had 
no  idea  of  her  having  any  other  design  on  him 
than  to  eat  him,  the  present  evidence  of  her 
inclination  in  keeping  him  so  pertinaciously  io 
view,  af^ravated  his  painful  antidpations. 

T)ariDg  their  departure,  the  naUves  had  suc- 
ceeded in  catching  some  opossums,  gener^ly  to 
be  found  in  great  abundance  scampering  about 
the  trees  on  moonlight  nights,  and  which  were 
now  scorching  on  the  various  fires.  The  women 
E  2 
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also  contributed  their  store  of  gum,  which  thej 
had  been  diligent  in  collecting  during  the 
march,  and  which  they  had  gathered  from  the 
acacia  trees  as  they  passed,  bit  by  bit;  each 
woman  sticking  the  whole  of  her  fragments 
together  as  she  proceeded,  so  as  to  make  a 
round  mass  as  big  as  a  cricket-ball  which 
placed  in  a  little  net  about  as  large  as  a 
landing-net,  made  from  the  flexible  fibres  of  the 
stringy-bark  tree,  and  which  she  carried  sus- 
pended round  her  neck. 

Of  these  balls  of  gum,  some  big  and  some 
little,  they  produced  nearly  twenty,  most  of 
which  they  threw  on  the  fires  to  simmer.  The 
old  lady  who  had  taken  Jerry  under  her  parti- 
colar  protection,  brought  part  of  a  singed 
opossum  and  a  small  ball  of  hot  gum  to  the 
prisoners,  as  they  sat,  side  by  side,  on  the  gras. 
Helen  received  the  edibles  with  signs  of  thanks; 
but  the  opossum  had  a  disagreeable  smell,  and 
the  gum  was  boiling  hot,  so  that  the  delicacies 
remained  untouched. 

Jerry  now  reminded  Helen  that  he  had  a 
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Store  of  proTi^ons  more  coDgenial  to  their  tastes 
in  the  knapsack  of  the  hushnmger,  besides  a 
varie^  of  arUcles  which  might  be  useful  in  pro- 
pitiating the  natives.  They  discuBsed  for  some 
time  the  propriety  of  opening  their  wares,  not  a 
little  surprised  that  the  savages  had  not  akeady 
laid  violent  hands  on  them ;  but  there  was  a 
reason  for  that  as  they  discovered  afterwards. 

It  was  agreed,  however,  that  they  should 
make  use  of  the  biscuit  and  the  tea  and  sugar, 
of  which  Jerry  was  the  bearer ;  and  he  began  to 
un&sten  the  knapsack  for  that  purpoee.  But  he 
no  sooner  manifested  his  intention  "  to  break 
bulk,"  as  the  nautical  term  is,  than  the  same  old 
woman  came  briskly  up  to  them,  for  they  were 
sitting  by  themselves — in  the  centre  of  the  black 
groups  indeed,  but  unmolested  by  their  masters. 
The  old  woman  seemed  at  first  inclined  to  forbid 
the  opening  of  the  knapsack,  but  curiosity  most 
likely  prevailing,  she  suffered  the  white  man  to 
proceed. 

Jerry  therefore  produced  from  the  reservoir 
some  biscuit  and  some  tea,  and  white  loaf-sugar. 
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The  old  woman  gsied  at  these  articles  verj 
earnestly,  hot  did  not  offer  to  touch  them. 

He  then  onpacked  from  his  stores  two  panni- 
kins, and  a  small  tin  tea-ketde.  These  artides 
also  the  old  lady  regarded  with  mach  adminr 
tloD,  and  she  waited  to  see  tbeb  uses. 

Jerry  made  signs  to  her  to  signify  that  he  want- 
ed  the  kettle  filled  with  water.  This  the  woman 
readily  comprehended,  and  she  called  oat  in  a 
lood  voice  to  the  women  who  were  gronped 
together  at  a  fire  behind  those  where  the  men 
were  assembled.  At  the  sound  of  her  Toiee  a 
tall  female  native  immediately  came  fcrth,  and 
stood  before  her. 

The  old  woman  said  something  to  her  in  a 
tone  of  command,  which  the  other  promptly 
obeyed ;  for  taking  up  the  kettle,  she  proceeded 
to  the  spring  and  filled  it  with  water,  with 
which  she  returned,  lifting  up  her  legs  on  high, 
and  with  a  very  grave  aspect. 

This  command,  and  the  ready  obedience 
which  followed  it,  made  Helen  and  Jeremiah 
surmise,  that  the  old  lady  was  some  penon 
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authority ;  but  what  the  nature  of 
her  nmk  or  power  was,  they  could  not  un- 
dentaud. 

Jcny  now  poured  some  of  the  water  from  the 
tea-ketlle  on  to  the  groond,  an  act  which  the 
(dd  woman  beheld  with  moch  surprise,  as  she 
could  not  comprehend  the  reason  of  bis  wastii^ 
water,  which  had  been  fetched  at  the  cost  of 
some  troable;  and  when  Jerry  put  into  the 
maaining  water  half  a  handfiil  of  tea,  and 
[Jaced  tbe  tea-kettle  on  the  iire,  the  old  womao's 
MrptiBe  increased ;  for  she  expected,  of  course, 
that  the  strange  thing,  for  of  metal  she  had 
no  idea,  woold  be  burnt.  But  when  the  kettle 
b<^ed,  and  steam  issued  from  the  spont,  tbe 
native  could  not  restrain  her  astonishment,  and 
die  uttered  a  sound  difficult  to  express  io 
writing,  but  nearly  resembling  the  neighing  ot 
a  horse.  This  exclamation  quickly  brought 
around  her  the  whole  body  of  the  natives,  both 
men  and  women,  who  gazed  at  the  phenomenon 
of  the  boiling  water,  with  the  most  lively  ex- 
piesRons  of  wonder. 
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Jeny  now  offered  the  canvass-bag  contuniog 
the  white  sugar  to  Helen,  together  with  a  pan- 
nikin. Helen  selected  a  small  lump,  which  she 
put  in  her  pannikin,  and  Jeny  poured  on  it 
some  of  the  boiling  tea  from  the  kettle.  As 
the  water  was  ejected  from  the  spout,  the 
crowd  shouted  with  admiration,  but  they  did 
not  fail  to  observe  that  it  was  changed  in  colour, 
a  circumstance  which  seemed  to  give  rise  to 
much  comment  among  them.  One  of  the  men 
who  was  standing  close  to  them,  seised  the 
bag  of  sugar  which  he  was  about  to  dispose  of 
in  some  way,  when  the  old  woman  snatdied  it 
away  from  him,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  a 
sound  rating,  in  which  she  seemed  to  be  a  great 
proficient,  for  the  man  hung  down  his  head  and 
slunk  back  behind  the  others.  She  then  re- 
stored the  bag  to  Jerry. 

Jerry  wondered  who  this  important  old  lady 
could  be,  who  seemed  to  exercise  so  powerful  a 
control  over  the  tribe ;  and  as  he  judged  it  was 
of  importance  to  propitiate  so  dignified  a  per- 
sonage, although  she  was  as  little  encumbered 
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with  robes  of  royalty  or  any  otlier  robes  as  the 
rest  of  tbe  black  community,  he  took  from  the   , 
lag  a  tolerably  big  lump  of  sugar,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  her  Tvith  much  ceremony. 

The  old  lady  hesitated  for  a  moment  or  two 
lefore  she  took  it;  but  when  she  had  it  in  her 
aand  she  viewed  it  with  much  indiSerence, 
nist^king  it  for  a  piece  of  chalk,  of  which  there 
8  plenty  to  be  found  in  some  parts  of  the 
sland.  In  order  to  satisfy  herself  on  this 
xiint,  she  called  to  her  one  of  the  men,  who 
tooped  down,  and  on  whose  back  she  attempted 
o  nuke  a  white  mark  with  the  stuff.  But  as 
he  sugar  was  hard  and  serrated,  and  as  the  old 
Toman's  hand  was  vigorous,  instead  of  pro- 
lucing  tbe  pigmental  effect  which  she  ex- 
)ected,  it  only  excoriated  the  black  man's  back, 
ibo  uttered  a  loud  roar  from  the  smart,  which 
'as  greeted  with  the  general  merriment  of  his 
irethren. 

The  old  lady  smelled  at  the  white  stuff,  but 
bat  gave  her  no  information.  She  then  handed 
■  to  the  native  who  stood  near  her,  and  he 


58  A  ITATIVB  BnnoirAc. 

smelled  i^  and  handed  it  to  the  next,  wko 
jMned  it  on  to  the  othecB,  and  so  they  dU  smelkd 
it,  bat  no  one  of  them  coold  make  anything  of 
it;  and  the  white  staff  was  letamed  to  Jerry. 

Jerry  then  took  tuiother  little  bit,  whiefa  he 
pat  into  his  month  and  ate,  making  signs  toAe 
old  woman  to  do  the  same,  bat  she  shook  licr 
head,  and  dedfined  to  make  the  experkneot 

While  this  examination  of  the  lamp  ofmga 
was  going  on,  Helen  had  been  sipping  her  tea 
from  the  pannikin,  and  soaking  her  biscint  in 
the  hot  fiqoid,  in  which  refection  she  was  so- 
companied  by  Jeremiah.  As  soon  as  be  had 
finished  his  pannikin  of  drink,  Jerry  pot  into 
it  the  piece  of  sagaor  which  had  been  sidMiiittcd 
to  tl^e  examination  of  the  natives,  and  poured 
<m  it  some  of  the  boiling  tea  from  the  ketde. 
He  then  handed  it  to  the  old  woman. 

The  old  woBian  took  it;  bat  as  ^e  took  boU 
of  it  by  the  rim  and  not  by  the  handle^  Ae 
bnmt  her  fingers,  and  let  it  fiill  to  the  giomul, 
the  hot  liquid  scalding  the  legs  of  sewnd  be- 
sides her  own,  as  it  was  scattered  aboat. 
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Jenj,  however,  ponred  her  ont  soother  cop; 
bat  as  die  would  not  uke  hold  of  it  a  second 
lime,  he  placed  it  oo  the  ground  don  hj  her 
side.  She  popped  her  finger  into  it,  bat  soon 
took  it  out  again,  nttenog  a  ei;  of  pain  t 

Then  all  the  natives  wonld  pat  their  fit^rs 
into  it  to  try  the  experiment,  those  who  tried 
it  first  niging  on  the  others  to  try  it  ako,  and 
tsantiDg  the  b8cl\vard  ones,  especially  the 
women,  for  their  tiniiditj;  much  in  the  same 
way  M  children  who  hare  experienced  an  elec- 
iric  shock,  mdearonr  to  peisaade  others  to  feel 
the  same  sensaticw. 

Wh«i  the  mirth  which  the  hot  tea  had  given 
riie  to  had  sabsided,  the  natives  turned  their 
mention  to  the  iMscuit  which  the  white  people 
ffere  eating;  and  Jeny  o&red  some  of  it  to 
he  Dative  who  was  nearest  to  him. 

The  native  took  it,  and  as  usual,  first  smelled 
it,  and  passed  it  round  to  the.  others,  by  all  of 
•hom  it  was  smelled  in  turn ;  but  not  one  of 
!hem  wonld  taste  iL  They  exhibited  a  strong 
iesm,  however,  to  examine   the  contents  of 
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Jerry's  knapsack ;  but  this  was  aathoritadYelj 
refused  by  the  old  lady,  who  rose  from  her 
sitting  posture,  and  spoke  some  words  to  the 
assembled  crowd,  pointing  to  the  west,  which 
had  an  immediate  effect  upon  them;  and  diey 
forthwith  retired  to  their  separate  fires  crouch- 
iDg  behind  their  breakwinds* 

Helen  and  Jerry  also,  on  their  parts,  seeii^ 
that  there  was  no  present  harm  intended  to 
them,  and  that  the  fate  of  themselves  and  their 
valuables  were  postponed  for  some  reason  which 
they  could  not  divine,  were  inclined  to  rest; 
and  Helen  endeavoured  to  make  the  old  woman 
understand  that  she  was  desirous  of  retiring  to 
the  sleeping  place  of  the  women  which  she 
observed  was  arranged  by  a  fire  apart,  and  at 
some  distance  from  the  fires  of  the  men. 

The  old  lady  at  last  understood  her  signs, 
and  prepared  to  conduct  her  to  the  female  de- 
partment of  the  encampment ;  but  first,  she 
called  out  to  the  men,  and  one  of  them  having 
appeared,  she  said  something  to  him,  the  mean- 
ing of  which  was  evident  from  his  behavionr; 
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ir  the  natire  at  ooce  established  himself  in  the 
omediate  -vicinity  of  Jeremiah,  and  lying  down 
a  his  hellv,  watched  him  as  an  intelligent  dog 
XB  an  article  of  property  that  he  has  been  set 
>  guard. 

The  looks  of  the  black  fellow  were  by  no 
leans  agreeable  to  Mr.  Silliman,  but  &tigue 
x)n  weighed  him  down  so  heavily  that  he  for- 
ot  natives  and  bushrangers  and  all,  and  slept 
n  the  bare  earth  as  if  on  a  bed  of  down.  Helen 
Ibo  courted  sleep  for  the  sake  of  the  strength 
'hich  it  would  restore  to  her,  and  in  a  short 
ime  the  whole  of  the  party  with  the  exceptioQ 
f  the  two  who  kept  watch  over  the  captives, 
rere  fast  asleep.  For  many  hours  the  two 
iriaoners  slept  profoundly,  nor  thought,  nor 
reamed  of  the  new  adventures  which  the  mor- 
ow  was  to  bring  forth. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE  BIVEB. 


At  the  first  dawa  of  day  the  natiFes  neie  od 
the  stir,  and  as  they  had  no  tmlet  dudes  to 
perform,  and  no  portmanteaus  or  carpet  bags  to 
pack,  diey  were  ready  to  start  as  soon  as  tbey 
had  got  on  their  legs;  an  absence  of  ceremooj 
which  gaye  them  a  decided  advantage  in  toTel- 
]ing.  Before  they  set  out,  however,  Heka 
made  another  attempt  to  leave  them,  and  A^ 
beckoned  to  Mr.  Silliman  to  accompany  ber; 
but  they  had  no  sooner  made  a  few  steps  to- 
wards the  entrance  of  the  glen,  than  theyfoosd 
themselves  followed  by  the  same  old  woono 
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and  (be  same  man  who  had  watched  them  the 
mght  befiai^. 

AbandoiiiDg  «n  attempt,  therefore^  which  it 
WIS  plainly  nseleas  to  perseTere  in,  Helen 
thought  that  sl^  might  be  able  to  purchase 
tkdr  release  by  voluntarily  presenting  the 
natiTes  with  die  stores  and  articles  carried  by 
her  companion;  bat  on  their  attempting  to 
unpack  the  goods,  they  were  immediately 
ched^d  by  the  old  woman,  who  gave  them  to 
understand  that  the  articles  were  not  to  be 
touched  at  that  time ;  an  intimation  with  which 
they  were  obliged  to  comply. 

ScNTOwfvlly,  therefore,  and,  as  Jerry  com- 
phdued,  without  any  breakfiut  but  dry  biscuit 
aud  cold  wattf ,  they  accompanied  the  natives 
on  their  journey,  which  Helen  conjectured  was 
bomewards,  as  the  movements  of  the  natives 
were  in  one  determined  direction,  and  as  they 
seemed  to  have  no  other  thought  than  to  leach 
the  place  of  their  destination. 

In  this  way,  and  without  stopping,  they 
travelled  the  whole  of  the  day,  in  a  slow  and 
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sauntering  manner;  the  women  employed  in 
collecting  gum,  and  the  men  occasionallj 
ascending  a  tree  to  capture  an  opossum,  the 
presence  of  which  animal,  as  Helen  remained, 
they  were  able  to  detect  by  its  scent,  their  oigaDS 
of  smelling  being  remarkably  acute,  and,  in  that 
respect,  bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  those 
of  the  inferior  animal  creation. 

They  saw  plenty  of  kangaroos  in  their  route, 
but  the  natives  did  not  exert  themselves  to  diase 
them ;  but  they  caught  many  kangaroo-rats  and 
bandicoots.  The  old  woman  presented  one  of 
the  latter  to  Helen,  who  was  surprised  to  find 
the  furry  coat  of  the  creature,  which  was  about 
as  large  as  a  small  badger,  come  off  as  she 
handled  it,  as  if  there  was  no  power  of  coheoon 
between  the  hair  and  the  skin. 

The  old  woman  endeavoured  to  make  her 
understand  that  it  was  very  good  to  eat,  and 
Helen  expressed  her  thanks  in  the  best  way  she 
could ;  but  she  was  by  no  means  in  the  homoor 
to  study  objects  of  natural  history,  and  her 
uneasiness  increased  at  every  step  which  she 
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made  further  in  the  interior^  as  it  augmented 
the  di£Sculties  of  her  escape.  She  was  at  a  loss 
also  to  imagine  what  it  was  that  the  natives 
intended  to  do  with  her.  They  offered  her  no 
violence,  and  all  the  restraint  that  they  put  on 
her  was  to  prevent  her  from  quitting  them. 
But  whether  she  was  reserved  to  be  put  to  death 
in  some  solemn  manner,  or  in  accordance  with 
some  religious  ceremony,  she  could  only  con- 
jecture; and  such  a  conjecture  was  by  no 
means  calculated  to  enliven  the  tediousness  of 
the  way. 

As  for  poor  Jeremiah,  he  had  made  up  his 
mind,  with  a  sort  of  desperate  resignation,  as  to 
what  his  fate  would  be,  and  he  could  not  refrain 
from  expressing  his  lamentations  in  the  most 
disconsolate  terms  to  the  more  strong-minded 
Helen.  He  had  read  in  some  book  of  travels 
that  it  was  the  practice  with  all  savages  either 
to  eat  the  enemies  whom  they  had  taken  in 
battle  on  the  spot,  or  to  offer  them  up  to  their 
gods  as  victims  of  sacrifice ;  and  as  he  could  not 

possibly  conceive  what  other  use  they  could 
vol..  m.  p 


^ 
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make  of  him>  he  had  no  doobt  that  sach  was  the 
honour  reserved  for  his  especial  glorification. 

Helen  endeavoured  to  restore  the  courage  of 
her  fellow-captive,  by  remarking  that  theie  was 
no  appearance  of  any  religions  ceremony  being 
in  use  among  the  tribe  of  natives  with  whom 
they  were  travelling;  that  they  did  not  pay  any 
sort  of  worship  to  any  being,  visible  or  inviaUe; 
nor  did  she  observe  any  one  of  them  with  any 
appearance  of  being  a  minister  of  religion. 

But  her  arguments  fiiiled  to  convince  Jcny ; 
he  was  sure,  he  said,  that  it  was  intended  that 
he  should  be  sacrificed;  and  as  to  the  gum 
which  they  were  so  officious  in  ofiTering  to  kim, 
it  was  only  to  fatten  him  up  for  the  gnmd 
occasion;  and  the  old  woman  looked,  as  he 
averred,  as  if  she  could  eat  him  at  any  time, 
without  salt  or  pepper. 

'*  But  before  they  shall  do  that,*  added  Jerry, 
Talorously,  ''I  will  have  a  fight  for  it! — But 
my  greatest  trouble  is  about  you,  miss;  I  d<m\ 
suppose  they  will  eat  you;  for  they  most  see 
that  you  are  not  one  to  fight  them — ^and  a 
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woman  tbej  say,  is  respected,  even  by  savages. 
At  any  rate  I  will  fight  for  you,  miss,  if  I  only 
liad  a  weapon — a  gun  or  a  pistol — till  I  died  I — 
I  would,  indeed  I  and  I  wouldn't  mind  death, 
unpleasant  as  it  is  under  any  circumstances,  if  I 
could  only  save  your  life  l^ 

Helen  thanked  the  kind-hearted  Jeremiah 
for  hia  generous  intentions,  and  in  this  inter- 
change of  sentiments  which,  after  all,  had  a 
certain  charm  for  Jerry,  for  he  had  never  been 
in  such  close  communion  with  the  beautiful  Miss 
Horton  before,  they  beguiled  their  journey; 
passing  over  a  variegated  country  of  hill  and 
dale,  till  they  arrived  at  the  bank  of  a  broad  and 
tmpid  river  a  few  miles  from  the  dell  which  they 
had  leflt,  and  which  was  the  same  which  the 
bushranger  had  discovered  from  the  top  of  the 
sugar-loaf  hill. 

The  natives  did  not  seem  at  all  embarrassed 
at  this  obstacle;  but  an  immense  deal  of  jab- 
bering took  place  in  making  preparations  for 
passing  it.    It  was  about  twenty  yards  broad, 

flowing  in  a  southerly  direction  in  a  plain  of 

F  2 
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luluriant  but  coarse  grass,  bearing  the  marks  of 
being  periodically  flooded.  The  women,  on 
this  occasion,  sat  down  on  the  turf  by  the  mar- 
gin of  the  water,  taking  no  part  in  the  work— 
which  was  performed  exclusively  by  the  men; 
but  they  endeavoured  to  forward  the  under- 
taking, it  seemed,  by  much  gratuitous  advice, 
all  talking  together  with  considerable  vehemence 
and  great  gesticulation. 

The  men,  meanwhile,  set  about  constructing 
two  bark  canoes,  but  as  they  had  only  a  stone 
axe  to  work  with,  the  incision  of  the  bark  in  the 
first  instance  was  an  operation  of  much  diffi- 
culty, as  the  bark  of  nearly  all  the  trees  in  Van 
Diemen's  land  is  very  thick  and  tough.  Jeny, 
observing  the  operose  nature  of  their  woik,  and 
thinking  that  this  was  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  being  useful,  made  his  way  to  them,  and 
requesting  them  by  signs  to  stand  back,  drew 
out  an  axe,  which  was  one  of  the  articles  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer,  but  which  had  been 
concealed  under  his  coat.  He  soon  made 
manifest  the  superiority  of  the  white  man's  tool; 
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but  his  interference  was  interrupted  by  the 
eternal  old  woman^  -who  made  signs  to  him  to 
discontinue  his  assistance^  as,  for  some  reason 
which  he  could  not  comprehend,  his  axe  was 
forbidden  to  be  made  use  of. 

This  restriction  puzzled  Jeremiah  exceed- 
ingly. But  the  men  were  not  so  submissive 
to  the  mysterious  authority  of  the  aged  female 
as  before.  One  of  them  took  the  axe  from 
Jerry's  hand,  very  unceremoniously,  and  ex- 
amined it  attentively,  admiring  the  sharp  edge, 
and  wondering  at  the  hardness  of  the  metal. 
He  passed  it  round  to  his  fellows,  who,  al- 
though they  saw  plainly  enough  that  it  was 
an  instrument  made  to  cut  with,  could  not 
make  out  of  what  stuff  it  was  made,  as  they 
were  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  use  of 
iron. 

An  immense  quantity  of  talk  ensued,  and 
one  who  seemed  to  have  some  previous  know- 
ledge of  the  instrument,  harangued  the  others 
at  great  length,  as  it  seemed,  in  explanation  of 
the  white  man's  axe.     The  native  who  had 
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taken  it  from  Jerrj,  and  who  seemed  to  eze^ 
else  the  chief  authority  over  the  tribe  next  to 
the  old  woman,  then  proceeded  to  use  it,  whidi 
he  did  with  great  dexterity ;  and  as  the  keen 
edge  penetrated  Into  the  bark  and  eflfected  at 
one  stroke  an  incision  which  it  took  many 
repeated  blows  of  the  rude  stone  instrument  of 
the  natives  to  perform,  the  black  fellows  set  np 
a  shout  of  admiration  and  capered  round  the 
tree  in  excessive  delight 

The  necessary  planks  of  bark,  by  means  of 
this  effective  auxiliary,  were  quickly  separated 
from  two  trees  fit  for  the  purpose,  and  the  two 
ends  of  each  being  tied  up  so  as  to  fieishion  the 
pieces  of  bark  into  the  shape  of  two  canoes, 
they  were  pushed  into  the  water.  But  a  bright 
thought  now  seized  Jerry,  who,  seeiog  the 
success  of  his  first  essay  at  pleasing  the  na- 
tives, was  prompted  to  a  fresh  display  of  his 
ingenuity. 

He  was  furnished  with  more  than  a  hundred 
yards  of  whale  line,  which  the  forethought  of 
the  bushranger  had  provided,  and  which  was 
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now  foond  particularly  useful,  so  that  Jerry 
in  his  glee  remarked  to  Helen  ''that  the 
burthen  which  had  so  long  plagued  him  would 
turn  out  after  all  the  best  load  he  had  ever 
carried;  and,**  as  he  philosophically  observed, 
**  that  there  was  no  knowing  what  was  best  for 
OB  in  this  world,  for  that  which  seemed  most 
burthensome  often  turned  out  most  useful  in 
the  end." 

Jeremiah  now  assumed  an  air  and  attitude 
of  authority,  in  which  he  was  supported  by  his 
ally,  the  old  woman,  who  seemed  curious  to 
know  what  were  his  intentions.  He  made 
signs  to  the  natives  to  remove  to  the  edge  of 
the  river  several  pieces  of  dead  timber,  which 
he  £sutened  together  with  a  part  of  his  cord 
so  as  form  a  tolerably  laige  and  secure  raft, 
capable  of  bearing  a  dozen  persons,  and  which, 
by  the  united  strength  of  the  whole  party,  was 
launched  into  the  water  and  held  fast.  He  then 
divided  his  whale  line  into  two  lengths,  and  tied 
one  of  the  cords  to  one  end  of  the  raft  and 
one  to  the  other.     The  natives  regarded  all 
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these  preparations  in  silence^  but  with  great 
attention. 

He  then,  bj  signs,  directed  a  ''black  fellow" 
to  take  hold  of  the  end  of  one  of  the  lines  and 
transport  himself  with  it  in  a  bark  canoe  to 
the  other  side  of  the  stream. — ^He  had  some 
difficulty  in  making  him  understand  what  he 
wanted  him  to  do ;  but  at  last  the  native  compre- 
hended his  meaning,  and  he  and  another,  haTiog 
provided  themselves  with  a  long  pole  each,  by 
vray  of  an  oar  or  punt-stick,  stepped  lightly 
into  the  fragile  boat,  and  one  sitting  at  either 
end  of  it,  they  quickly  pushed  themselves  over 
to  the  other  side. 

When  both  of  the  men  were  in  the  canoe, 
Helen  observed  that  it  was  nearly  under  water, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  for  more  than  two 
to  be  conveyed  in  the  same  boat  at  a  time, 
and  the  slightest  motion  seemed  to  endanger  its 
being  overturned ;  but  the  two  natives  balanced 
themselves  and  managed  their  extempore  craft 
with  wonderful  dexterity,  and  showed  no  signs 
of  fear  at  such  a  ticklish  mode  of  water-caniage. 
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In  the  mean  time^  Jerry  intimated,  by  signs, 
that  two  more  natives  were  to  cross  over,  which 
they  did.  He  then  got  on  the  raft  with  Helen, 
first  potting  the  end  of  the  other  rope  into  the 
hand  of  another  native  on  the  bank,  in  order 
that  the  raft  might  be  hauled  back  for  the  con- 
veyance of  more  passengers. 

He  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  some  of  the 
women  to  accompany  them,  but  they  all  hung 
back  and  refused  to  try  the  experiment ; — they 
could  not  make  out  why  the  cords  were  tied  to 
the  wood  on  the  water. 

The  men  on  the  other  side  now  readily 
comprehended  that  their  part  was  to  pull  the 
raft  over  the  stream,  which  they  did  easily, 
the  rapidity  of  the  current  assisting  them;  and 
Jeny  and  Helen  were  safely  landed  on  the 
other  side.  A  wild  scream  of  admiration 
sprung  from  the  assembled  blacks  as  they 
beheld  the  success  of  this  manoeuvre;  and 
those  on  the  side  which  the  raft  had  left,  now 
seeing  the  reason  of  the  two  cords,  quickly 
pidled  the  raft  back,  and  by  this  means  the 
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whole  party  passed  over  quidcly,  and  witboat 
aocideDt. 

Jeremiahj  vastly  pleased  with  his  exploit, 
and  trasting  that,  if  the  natives  found  his  ser- 
vices usefiil,  they  would  refinain  from  devouiog 
him,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  they  would  postprae 
that  ceremony  for  some  time  which  would  give 
him  the  chance  of  escaping,  now  untied  die 
cords  from  the  raft,  and  as  they  were  wet  and 
uncomfortable  for  him  to  cany,  he  parted  diem 
off  into  coils,  which  he  placed  .round  a  young 
native's  neck,  who  permitted  him  to  do  so 
without  resistance,  and  on  the  contrary,  seemed 
rather  pleased  to  be  selected  for  the  hooourable 
distinction. 

Helen  now  conceived  hopes,  from  the  jiacifie 
treatment  which  they  had  already  received  from 
the  natives,  and  from  their  present  deoieanoor, 
that  she  should  be  able  to  induce  them  to  cou- 
duct  her  to  some  settlement ;  but  she  perceived 
that  there  was  some  particular  reason  for  their 
taking  her  with  them ;  and  she  guessed  that 
there  was  some  native  of  higher  authority  be* 
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fore  whom  she  was  to  appear,  and  on  whose 
dedsion  her  fate  rested.  In  the  mean  time,  she 
resolved  to  bear  her  present  lot  with  all  the  for- 
titude that  she  conld  bring  to  her  aid ;  and  she 
determined  to  avail  herself  of  the  opportunity 
to  observe  the  manners  and  customs  of  her  new 
aasociates  closely,  as  well  for  her  general  infor- 
mation, as  to  enable  her  to  take  advantage  of 
any  good  trait  in  their  dispositions,  or  of  their 
inclination  to  possess  themselves  of  the  me- 
chanical tools  of  the  white  people,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  her  release.  And  she  flat* 
tered  herself,  that  she  should  be  able  to  find 
the  means  of  communicating  to  them  the 
promise  of  a  great  reward  of  axes,  nails,  and 
various  useful  articles  on  the  condition  of  being 
restored  to  her  firiends. 

Mr.  Silliman  being  of  the  same  opinion,  and 
being  considerably  elated  at  his  own  readiness 
of  invention,  and  great  cleverness  and  ingenuity 
in  respect  to  the  construction  of  the  raft,  they 
became  less  depressed*  They  were  inclined 
almost  to  be  cheerful  at  the  prospect  of  the 
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speedy  liberation  which  they  promised  tbem- 
selves,  and  the  remainder  of  their  journey  was 
performed  with  less  anxiety  than  at  first 

They  had  to  cross  two  more  small  streains 
before  they  stopped ;  one  of  them  they  passed 
by  means  of  a  natural  bridge  formed  of  a  tree 
which  had  &llen  conveniently  across  the  water ; 
the  other  they  waded  through.  Jerry  could  not 
avoid  remarking  on  the  inconvenience  of  baring 
clothes  on  in  the  latter  case ;  and  in  this  respect, 
he  saidy  he  was  bound  to  concede  the  supe- 
riority to  the  natives;  wondering  at  the  same 
time,  '^if  their  masters  would  oblige  him  and 
lliGss  Horton  to  adopt  the  national  custom  in 
that  respect,  which  he  observed  would  be  yerj 
chilly  to  one  not  used  to  it." 

Helen  had  her  own  misgivings  on  that  point, 
but  she  said  nothing,  as  indeed  it  was  an  awk- 
ward subject  to  converse  on ;  but  it  is  doe  to 
Mr.  Silliman  to  record  that  he  practised  the 
most  gentlemanly  reserve  towards  his  com- 
panion in  captivity,  being  actuated  as  much 
by  his  own  kindness  of  heart,  as  by  habitual 
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respect  for  Miss  Horton ;  so  that  the  poor  girl 
was  saved  from  much  that  was  disagreeable  by 
the  unobtrusive  assiduousness  of  his  attentions. 

They  had  now  proceeded  about  twenty  miles, 
and  the  sun  had  for  more  than  two  hours  de- 
clined in  its  course.  It  was  very  hot,  and 
Helen  was  much  fatigued;  Jerry,  too,  was  tired 
with  his  journey.  The  old  woman  observed 
they  walked  with  difficulty,  and  raising  her 
voice,  she  caused  the  whole  party  to  halt,  and 
the  natives  assembled  around  her. 

She  spoke  to  them  a  few  words,  and  by  her 
pointing  to  the  north-west,  Helen  guessed  that 
she  was  giving  some  directions  in  respect  to 
that  quarter.  And  her  anticipation  was  pre- 
sently confirmed ;  for  after  a  little  consultation 
among  themselves,  nearly  all  the  natives  con- 
tinued their  march,  leaving  behind  them  only 
the  old  woman,  who  had  taken  special  charge 
of  the  captives,  and  another  young  girl,  with 
three  of  the  men,  among  whom  was  the  one 
bearing  round  his  neck  the  coils  of  whale  line 
placed  there  by  Jeremiah. 
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This  arrangement  having  been  efiected,  the 
old  lady  intimated  to  her  prisoners,  that  diey 
might  rest  where  they  were,  which  happened 
to  be  in  a  pleasant  clump  of  cedar  trees  on  a 
platform  of  sandy  land,  raised  about  six  or  eight 
feet  above  a  grassy  plain^  on  the  edge  of  wfaich 
ihey  were  reposing.  Under  their  feet,  and  at 
the  bottom  of  the  bank  which  was  extended 
like  a  wall  for  some  distance  ri^t  and  left,  nfi 
a  shallow  brook  of  water  not  more  than  two  or 
three  inches  in  depth.  Towards  the  west  there 
was  a  ridge  of  continuous  hills  of  considerable 
height,  and  at  a  distance  on  their  left  were  to 
be  seen  the  craggy  summits  of  lofty  mountaiiB. 

Helen  endeavoured  to  ascertain  how  nndi 
further  they  had  to  go;  but  althoo^  it  Kipf^iO' 
ed  that  the  old  woman  understood  the  mesning 
of  the  signs  which  she  made,  Helen  could  not 
understand  what  the  black  lady  said  in  reply} 
although  the  native,  in  order  to  make  heisdf 
more  intelligible,  repeated  her  words  serenl 
times,  and  pronounced  with  great  earnestness 
the  syllables  "  Walloo-wombee."    But  what  this 
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'' walloo-wombee"  was,  whether  it  was  the  name 
of  a  place  or  of  a  person,  neither  Helen  nor 
Jeremiah  could  make  out.  It  seemed,  however, 
that  on  this  '^  walloo-wombee ! ''  depended  in 
some  manner  their  future  destiny. 

As  they  could  not  help  themselves,  however, 
they  determined  to  make  the  best  of  circum- 
stances, and  Jerry  set  the  natives  to  cut  down 
boughs  and  to  place  them  so  as  to  form  a  toler- 
able bush-hut  for  Helen,  and  another  for  him- 
self at  a  little  distance.  His  tea-kettle  also  was 
again  put  in  requisition,  and  Helen  was  able 
to  enjoy  that  which  is  considered  in  the  bush 
as  the  greatest  luxury.  One  of  the  native  men 
caught  a  kangaroo  rat,  which  he  gave  to  the 
prisoners,  and  Jerry  after  dissecting  it  with  his 
knife^  roasted  it  at  the  fire  which  had  been 
kindled,  and  tasted  it.  Finding  it  to  resemble 
veiy  much  a  wild  rabbit,  though  much  tougher 
and  mote  dnewy  and  fibroua.  he  encouraged 
Helen  to  partake  of  it,  which  she  did,  after  a 
little  reluctance,  with  much  satisfaction. 

The  night  was  now  passed  with  less  of  dis- 
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comfort  than  Helen  had  experienced  since  her 
life  in  the  bush;  and  the  next  morning  they 
were  invited^  as  soon  as  daylight  appeared,  to 
continue  their  journey.    The  weather  still  con- 
tinued fine  and  without  rain,  which  was  unosaal 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  being  September, 
and  the  early  part  of  spring,  during  which  the 
periodical  rains  take  place.    They  joamejed 
on  that  day  about  a  dozen  miles  more,  most  of 
the  country  being  flat,  and  only  one  or  two 
high  hills  occurring  during  the  whole  of  this 
route.     In  the  afternoon,  they  came  to  a  part 
of  the  country  abounding  in  rocks  and  rarines, 
wild  and  barren,  and  seemingly  unfitted  for  the 
habitation  of  anything  but  wild  beasts. 

They  toiled  through  half  a  mile  of  this 
ru^ed  district,  when,  on  surmounting  a  low 
green  hill,  they  suc^enly  found  themselves 
within  sight  of  the  sea,  while  to  their  right 
stretched  a  sheltered  dell  of  .the  most  pi^ 
turesque  description,  and  which  they  observed 
was  sheltered  from  the  sea,  which  they  judged 
was  not  more  than  a  mile  distant,  by  a  high 
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ridge  forming  a  natural  barrier  to  the  vale 
within. 

Having  been  allowed  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of 
this  view  for  some  minutes,  their  conductor 
uiged  them  forward,  giving  them  to  understand 
by  signs  that  they  had  arrived  at  the  end  of 
their  journey.  Both  Helen  and  Jeremiah  were 
now  seized  with  much  anxiety  and  fear;  for 
the  moment  had  arrived  when  their  fate — for 
goodor  ill — was  to  be  decided. 


VOL.  in. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


A  NATIVE  CHIEF. 


Descending  a  gentle  declivity  for  about  two 
hundred  yards,  they  were  led  by  the  old  hdy 
who  acted  as  mistress  of  the  ceremonies,  into 
the  bosom  of  the  valley,  which  was  bordered 
by  dense  forests  of  the  stringy-bark  tree,  whose 
tall  and  leafless  stems  had  a  naked  and  gloomy 
appearance.  In  the  centre  of  the  valley  ran  i 
small  rivulet  on  the  borders  of  which  on  either 
side,  Helen  perceived  groups  of  natives. 

As  she  approached  nearer,  she  observed  that 
one  of  them  was  sitting  on  the  log  of  a  tree 
apart  from  the  others  who  were  standing  or 
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lying  aboat  near  the  fires  which  were  baming 
in  all  directions.  Presently,  she  was  able  to 
distinguish  that  the  native  on  the  log  was  an 
old  man ;  apparently  very  old ;  and  it  struck 
her  immediately,  although  she  could  not  tell 
why,  that  the  other  natives  demeaned  them- 
selves with  a  sort  of  deference  to  the  aged 
black  man;  although  there  was  no  sign  of 
royalty  or  chieftainship  about  him,  and  the 
only  robe  of  royalty  he  wore  was,  like  the  other 
natives,  the  garb  of  nature. 

Helen  remembered  to  have  read  something  of 
the  *^  natural  dignity  of  man,"  and  of  "  beauty 
when  unadorned  being  adorned  the  mbst,^'  &c. 
She  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  however,  that 
the  natural  dignity  of  man  would  have  been 
assisted  on  the  present  occasion  by  that  article 
of  dress  which,  among  ladies  of  white  com- 
plexions, can  never  be  more  than  distantly 
alluded  to;  and  the  same  remark  was  applicable 
to  the  countrymen  or  subjects  of  his  black 
Majesty.    As  to  the  female  part  of  his  court, 

Helen  could  not  but  wish  that  their  beauties 

G  2 
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had  been  adorned  by  some  sort  of  covering  of 
ever  so  little  dimensions. 

But  the  old  lady  who  was  conducting  her 
and  her  companion  to  the  presence  of  the  great 
man  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  aware  that  any- 
thing was  wanting  to  the  impressive  nature  of 
the  reception.  There  was  the  sky  and  the  sun 
above,  and  the  earth  and  its  waters  beneath, 
and  kangaroos,  and  opossums,  and  gum  for 
food;  and  what  vras  there  to  want  more?— 
The  old  lady,  after  all,  was  somewhat  of  a 
philosopher;  but  she  carried  out  her  philo- 
sophical notions  of  the  fewness  of  the  natoral 
wants  rather  to  the  extreme !  Poor  Helen  felt 
the  present  practical  illustration  of  it  most 
painfully.  But  there  was  no  retreat  1  She  was 
in  the  power  of  the  natives,  and  she  was  con- 
strained to  abide  by  their  will. 

Mr.  Silliman  sufiered  also  exceedingly,  bat 
it  was  from  a  different  cause ;  not  that  he  vas 
unfeeling  or  indifferent  to  the  extreme  awk- 
wardness of  Miss  Horton  and  himself  being  the 
only  persons  dressed  at  this  sable  party ;— hi 
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thoughts  ran  on  being  ''  dressed "  in  another 
way;  for  he  feared  that  this  might  be  the 
chief  or  conjuror^  for  the  especial  gratification 
of  whose  appetite  he  had  been  reserved.  It 
was  with  a  shudder,  therefore,  of  natural 
apprehension  that  he  observed,  whatever  else 
of  strength  or  beauty  that  important  personage 
had  lost,  that  the  old  gentleman  had  preserved 
his  grinders,  which  were  decidedly  carnivorous  I 
— His  mouth,  also,  was  of  most  formidable 
dimensions:— 

The  great  man  opened  it  deliberately,  and 
sud  something  to  the  old  woman. 

The  old  woman  replied  sententiously ;  and 

then  pointing  to  the  old  man  she  said  to  his 

compulsory  visitors : — 

"  Walloo-wombee  P 

"  What  does  she  mean  V*   asked  Jerry,  of 

Helen. 

*'  She  means,   doubtless,  that  the  name  of 

that  old  man  is  the  word  she  has  pronounced ; 

—and  as  he  seems  to  be  the  chief  of  the  tribe^ 

it  will  be  prudent  for  us  to  please  him." 


I 
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He  is  a  most  particularly  ugly  old  rascal," 
replied  Jerry.  ^'Did  you  ever  see  sach 
grinders !" 

**  Hush  r  said  Helen ;  <'  he  is  going  to  speak 
again." 

The  natives,  men,  women,  and  children, 
now  gathered  round,  and  looked  oa  in 
ailenoe. 

In  reply  to  some  questions  put  firom  the  Io(^ 
the  old  lady,  it  seemed,  ezpluned  to  the 
^^  chief"  the  difference  of  the  sexes  of  Helen 
and  Jeremiah,  for  she  pointed  to  Helen  and 
then  to  a  woman  of  her  own  tribe,  and  then 
to  Jerry  and  to  a  male  native.  The  old  gentle- 
man expressed  a  lively  curiosity  at  this,  and 
beckoned  to  Helen  to  come  near  to  him. 
Taking  hold  of  part  of  her  dress  with  his  Uack 
paw,  he  examined  it  with  much  wonder:  he 
had  never  seen  anything  resembling  it  befoie. 
He  directed  the  white  woman,  by  signs,  to  take 
it  off.  His  mistress  of  the  ceremonies  was 
about  to  render  her  aid  unasked  in  this  inter- 
resting    operation,   the    issue   of  which  was 
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evidently  waited  for  by  the  assembled  natives 
with  much  interest. 

Poor  Helen  was  much  embarrassed.  She  had 
a  particular  objection  to  being  stripped^  especi- 
ally in  the  presence  of  such  a  numerous  assem- 
blage; but  she  feared  also  to  offend  the  chief. 
In  this  dilemma,  gently  resisting  the  old  lady^s 
officious  readiness  to  act  as  lady's  maid,  she 
pointed  to  Jerry ;  wishing  to  direct  attention  to 
hiB  attire ;  and  hoping  that  some  lucky  accident 
would  prevent  the  necessity  of  her  parting  with 
her  own.  As  soon  as  her  desire  was  under- 
stood, it  was  at  once  assented  to  by  the  chie( 
who  was  wondering  what  the  bundles  borne  by 
the  white  man  contained.  Jerry  therefore  was 
invited  by  very  significant  gestures  to  unpack 
himself.  Helen,  rejoicing  at  this'  diversion, 
asnsted  him  with  alacrity. 

The  first  thing  that  attracted  the  chief's 
attention  was  the  axe  of  which  he  had  received 
information  firom  the  natives  who  had  preceded 
the  prisoners,  and  which  he  forthwith  tried,  but 
with  a  very  feeble  hand,  on  the  log  which  served 
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him  for  his  throne  of  audience.  It  might  be 
di£5cult  to  say  whether  he  entertained  the  same 
opinion  of  a  throne  as  a  great  contemporaiy  who 
expressed  a  memorable  opinion  on  thatsabject, 
bat,  at  any  rate,  he  treated  it  with  as  Httk 
ceremony. 

Being  satisfied  with  the  qualities  of  the  tool, 
he  quietly  dropped  it  on  the  ground  behmd 
him,  as  a  perqubite  to  be  appropriated  to  him- 
self. He  then  pointed  to  the  tea-kettle,  the 
shape  of  which  filled  him  with  much  carion^* 
He  turned  it  over  and  oyer,  wondering  perhaps 
of  what  sort  of  bark  or  wood  it  was  made,  and 
enquired  the  use  of  it  ? 

The  old  lady,  who  acted  as  interpreter,  im- 
mediately entered  into  an  animated  descriptioD 
of  the  boiling  of  the  water;  but  as  he  could  not 
comprehend  the  matter  that  way,  he  directed 
that  the  white  people  should  proceed  to  ezphun 
its  uses  by  practical  illustration. 

Jerry  made  some  tea  in  it  accordingly,  and 
sweetened  it  with  the  white  sugar,  a  sab- 
stance  which  the  old  gentleman  examined  with 
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particular  coriosity.  Observing  that  the  white 
man  put  a  bit  of  it  into  his  mouthy  the  chief 
did  the  same^  and  seemed  exceedingly  gratified 
at  its  sweet  taste;  which  was  not  altc^ether 
new  to  him^  however,  as  the  juice  which  exudes 
and  crystallizes  on  a  certain  tree  in  Van  Die- 
men's  Land,  similar  to  the  sweet  maple,  abun- 
dant in  many  parts  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  has  a  sweet  taste,  though  sickly  to 
a  stranger,  of  which  the  natives  are  very 
fimd. 

Approving  of  the  sugar  as  he  had  done  of 
the  axe,  he  intimated  that  the  whole  of  it  should 
be  shown  to  him,  which  he  seized  on  as  a  royal 
prize,  and  deposited  it  on  the  ground  behind 
the  throne. — The  tea-kettle  he  paid  little  re- 
gard to. 

Animated  by  the  discoveries  he  had  already 
made,  of  the  white  man's  treasures,  he  ex- 
pressed his  desire,  by  very  intelligible  signs, 
that  Jerry  should  proceed  with  his  revela- 
tions. 

Accordingly  that  obsequious  individual  pro- 
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duced  a  stone  bottle  of  rum,  which  the  old 
gentleman  smelt  at,  and  put  away  with  evident 
dislike. 

A  tinder-box  was  then  displayed,  which 
puzzled  the  great  man  exceedingly ;  but  when 
Jeny  struck  sparks  with  the  flint  and  steel,  and 
ignited  the  tinder,  the  admiration  of  all  present 
was  violent  in  the  extreme  I  It  was  immedi- 
ately taken  possession  of  by  his  Majesty  for 
the  use  of  the  State. — ^Three  pannikins  also^ 
which  formed  part  of  Jerry's  stores,  were  phoed 
in  the  royal  treasury. 

They  now  came  to  Grough's  knapsack,  wliidi 
Jerry,  hitherto,  had  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
opening,  and  which  that  mostunamiablepeison 
had  added  to  his  prisoner's  load,  with  so  litde 
humanity,  on  the  morning  of  the  late  Mr. 
Swindell's  sudden  decease. 

The  weightiest  part  of  its  ccmtents  was  a 
huge  bottle  of  brandy,  which  the  chief  rejected 
vntb  the  same  antipathy  as  he  had  put  aside  the 
rum.  Jerry  next  pulled  out  a  handkerchief 
containing  dollars,  which  the  natives  did  not 
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understand  the  value  of;  they  were  given  to 
the  children  to  play  with. 

Jerry  then  fished  out  of  the  knapsack  a 
woollen  bag  secured  by  a  string.  He  opened 
it,  and,  to  his  extreme  delight,  found  a  small 
pair  of  pocket  pistols,  with  a  flask  full  of 
powder,  a  couple  of  dozen  balls,  with  spare 
flbts  and  apparatus  complete.  It  had  formed 
part  of  the  Major's  personals,  and  had  been 
secured  by  Mr.  Grough  for  himseli^  at  the  time 
of  the  general  plunder. 

Helen  was  so  rejoiced  at  the  sight  of  the 
familiar  weapons  that  she  could  not  refrain 
from  a  loud  exclamation  of  gladness !  for  she 
felt  that  she  now  had,  at  her  command,  the 
means  of  defending  herself  firom  outrage,  and 
perhaps  of  intimidating  the  savages. 

The  pistols  were  of  exquisite  make ;  and  their 
quali^  was  proved  by  their  having  preserved 
their  primings  so  long  a  time,  for  to  Helen's 
still  greater  satisfaction,  they  were  loaded.— 
As  a  soldier's  daughter,  and  a  girl  of  spirit  as 
she  was,  she  was  neither  unacquainted  with 
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the  use  of  such  weapons^  nor  timid  in  availing 
herself  of  their  protection.  She  took  possession 
of  them,  therefore,  as  her  Intimate  right,  and 
suspended  the  bag  to  her  ^rdle,  explaining  in 
a  few  words  to  Mr.  Silliman  the  part  which  she 
intended  to  act. 

The  old  chief  and  the  other  natives  observed 
her  proceedings  with  much  interest,  and  tbe 
old  woman  put  out  her  hand  to  take  the  pistols 
from  her  for  the  purpose  of  presendng  them  to 
the  chief.  But  Helen  shook  her  head  and 
pointed  to  the  sky. 

All  the  natives  looked  up  at  the  sky ;  bat  as 
they  saw  nothing  more  than  they  had  eeea 
every  day,  they  all  looked  down  again  and 
directed  their  eyes  to  the  curious  things  in  the 
hands  of  the  white  woman.  The  old  lady 
again  made  an  attempt  to  possess  herself  of  the 
pistols,  but  Helen  pushed  back  her  hands. 
The  chief,  who  it  seemed  was  not  exempt 
from  the  general  infirmity  of  royalty,  now 
became  impatient,  and  said  some  words  in 
an  angry  tone,  which  excited  his  savage  sub- 
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jects,  and  his  female  prime  minister  advanced 
again. 

But  Helen^  determined  not  to  relinquish  her 
protectors^  thought  that,  by  an  exhibition  of  the 
power  of  the  tiny  fire-arms^  she  might  succeed 
in  overawing  the  natives  so  as  to  cause  them  to 
desist  from  their  hostile  intentions  of  wresting 
them  from  her  by  force.  She  again  made  a 
sign,  therefore,  for  the  natives  to  look  up  to  the 
sky,  wishing  them  to  understand  that  the  things 
which  she  held  in  her  hand  had  some  connection 
with  the  mysterious  powers  of  the  heavens;  and 
while  they  were  thus  earnestly  engaged,  she  dis- 
chaiged  one  of  the  pistols  in  the  air,  which,  from 
its  propinquity  to  their  ears,  produced  an 
astounding  report! 

The  effect  of  this  unexpected  ^^  thunder  "  on 
the  old  chief  was  sudden  and  striking.  Most  of 
the  other  natives  had  heard  the  sound  of  the 
white  man's  thunder,  and  had  witnessed  its 
deadly  effects;  but  the  chief,  from  his  extreme 
distance  from  any  settlement,  and  from  his  great 
^,  which  had  incapacitated  him  for  some 
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yean  past  from  joining  his  tribe  in  their  cos* 
tomary  migrations,  never  having  experienced 
such  a  shock  on  his  auditory  nerves  before,  fell 
back  with  afl&ight,  and  tumbled  head  oyer  heek 
from  his  log,  to  the  infinite  consternation  of  the 
spectators! 

They  all  rushed  towards  him,  which  affixded 
to  Helen  the  opportunity  to  rechaige  her 
weapon,  which  was  expedited  by  the  attentive 
Mr.  Silliman. 

The  old  man  was  lifted  from  the  ground,  and, 
happily  for  the  prisoners,  it  was  ascertained  that 
he  was  more  frightened  than  hurt,  or  the  con- 
sequences might  have  been  fiital  to  the  thunder- 
makers  on  the  spot.    As  it  was,  they  were  taken 
hold  of  by  some  of  the  natives,  who  bound  Jeny 
with  his  own  whale-line,  and  placed  him  on  the 
ground  apart  near  a  huge  fire,  which  he  had 
much  the  same  satisfaction  in  contemplating  as  it 
might  be  supposed,  a  sirloin  of  beef  would  hate 
if  endowed  with  animation  in  the  same  positioa 
waiting  to  be  roasted.     Poor  Jerry  thougbty  to 
be  sure,   that  his  last  hour  was  come!  and 
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whether  the  whole  world  was  ultimately  to  be 
consumed  by  fire  or  not,  that  certainly  he,  as  a 
fractional  portion  of  living  matter,  was  destined 
indiYidually  to  experience  that  most  disagree- 
able mode  of  corporeal  annihilation ! 

But  the  effect  on  the  chief,  when  he  had 
su£Bciently  recovered  his  &culties  to  comprehend 
the  cause  of  his  sudden  summerset  from  his  log, 
was  most  impressive  and  profound;  and  he  was 
seized  with  the  idea  that  the  white  people  had 
really  come  from  the  sky,  and  that  they  had  the 
power  to  wield  the  thunder  and  lightning  which 
often  visited  them  from  above ! 

fie  regarded  Helen  especially  as  a  superior 
being,  from  the  wonderful  whiteness  of  her  skin, 
and  from  the  absence  of  all  fear,  which  he  did 
not  fail  to  remark  was  one  of  her  characteristic 
qualities. 

As  to  Jerry,  whose  dress,  the  chief  remarked, 
was  different  from  that  of  Helen,  he  conjectured 
that  he  was  some  inferior  inhabitant  of  the  same 
sky,  fulfilling  the  office  of  attendant  or  slave  to 
her,  the  superior  one ;  but  who,  still,  was  to  be 
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r^arded  with  the  respect  dae  to  a  creature 
attached  to  the  person  of  one  to  whom  he  m 
inclined  to  pay  saperstitious  reneration. 

It  is  likely  that  this  fortunate  reverence  of  die 
old  chief  saved  both  their  lives.  Jerry  was 
ordered  to  be  unbound;  while  Helen  was 
treated  with  extraordinary  respect,  being  in- 
vited to  sit  on  the  1<^  occupied  by  his  Majesty, 
and  the  whole  of  her  goods  borne  by  her  skve 
were  directed  to  be  restored  to  her.  Bat  some* 
how,  as  Jerry  remarked,  they  were  subjected^ 
with  a  curious  similitude  to  more  civilised 
courts,  to  so  many  deductions  in  the  shape  of 
perquisites  by  the  way,  that  but  little  of  the 
restituted  property  reached  its  legitimate  desti- 
nation. 

Mr.  Silliman,  however,  with  much  tact,  took 
advantage  of  these  favourable  dispositioDS,  and 
set  the  natives  to  work  to  build  for  Helen  a 
commodious  hut  formed  of  stakes  and  Ae 
boughs  of  trees,  contenting  himself  with  one  of 
an  inferior  description  at  a  little  distance;  t 
distinction  which  confirmed  the  natives  in  their 
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idea  of  his  subordinate  capacity.  He  observed, 
however,  that  he  and  Helen  were  closely  and . 
constantly  watched  so  that  escape  seemed  im- 
possible ;  and  to  fight  their  way  out  from  the 
boundaries  of  their  confinement  was  an  under- 
taking too  rash  to  be  attempted. 

But  not  the  slightest  violence  was  offered  to 
either  of  them ;  and  excepting  that  they  were 
not  aUowed  to  leave  the  valley,  no  restraint 
was  placed  on  their  motions.  On  the  contrary, 
the  old  chief  was  particularly  pleased  to  have 
the  white  woman  constantly  by  his  side ;  and 
as  he  became  familiarized  to  the  presence  of 
''the  inhabitant  of  the  sky,"  important  state 
resolves  took  the  place  of  his  first  fears  of  her 
preternatural  powers. 

But  it  is  proper  in  this  place,  as  the  western 
tiibeof  natives  occupies  an  important  position 
in  this  narrative,  to  describe  the  person  of  their 
chie^  not  only  for  the  sake  of  historical  accu- 
racy, but  for  the  gratification  also  of  the  curious 
in  such  matters. 

His  Majesty  «« Walloo-wombcc  **  had  been 

VOL.  m.  H 
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oxipnaUj Tfsy  tatty  flod  as  stnigbt  asastiiDgf- 
back  tree,  but  now  ivaa  aiuch  bent  ividi  tbe 
wcigbt  cijesxB^  What  bis  'phjmcgaomj  mgt* 
lalty  had  been^  it  woold  hare  been  diffiodlto 
conjecture;  but  hia  Tuage  at  the  penod  to 
which  this  narratrre  reBtss,  resembled  that  of  a 
Teiy  dd  babooo*  Sis  body  waa  thm  and  bony; 
his  arms  long  and  wiiy ;  his  1^  like  spindles 
with  long  narrow  feet,  having  psojeetiog  ei* 
creseences  like  the  daws  of  a  Boemah  ^kan- 
garoo." His  head,  looking  at  it  in  front  semed 
small  from  the  lowness  and  narrowness  of  Us 
retreating  forehead;  but  seen  sideways,  it 
looked  hu^  and  of  an  oblong  shape  from  tbe 
projecting  bump  behind.  In  this  chancferisde 
it  resembled  the  skulls  of  all  the  natires^  wideh 
are  remarkably  thick ;  a  qualit j  whidi  enaUes 
them  to  bear  the  thumps  of  their  waddies,  in  their 
frequent  combats,  with  a  disregard  to  fediog 
which  surprises  an  European.  Hie  whole  fiame- 
work  of  the  old  man,  thongh  now  attemiated  sad 
feeble,  exhibited  the  remains  of  eztraonKfitfy 
strength   and   i^li^;    and    it  was  to  tboec 
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qoaKtiesy  most  likel  j,  as  is  usaal  among  wmigCT» 
Aat  he  owed  his  elevati(m  aa  chief  of  the 
tribe. 

It  must  Dot  be  omitted,  that  on  the  occasion 
of  the  white  people's  reception,  his  grisly  hair 
was  profusely  powdered  with  the  dust  of  red- 
odire,  and  that  his  body  was  smeared  orer,  in 
roiigh  devices,  with  the  same  material  mixed 
with  resinous  gum  to  help  its  adhesion* 

It  would  appear  from  this,  that  even  in  the 
moat  simple  and  the  rudest  state,  there  is  an 
innate  propensity  in  the  animal  man,  to  im- 
proTe  his  personal  appearance  by  the  aid  of  art; 
for,  doubtless,  the  care  which  had  obfioosly 
been  bestowed  on  the  adonisation  of  the  chief, 
was  supposed  to  add  a  finish  to  the  natural 
d^ity  of  his  person,  calculated  to  strike  an 
awe  in  the  beholden 

Snch  was  the  high  personage  on  whose  nod 
— or  on  whose  waddie— the  fate  of  Helen  now 
depended. 

The  old  lady,  who  was  the  daughter  of  this 

engaging  individual,  looked  almost  as  aged  as 

H  2 
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her  parent,  tbough  she  was  in  truth,  twenty 
years  younger ;  and  ezcepdng  her  sex,  and  that 
her  ugliness  was  infinitely  more  revolting  in  a 
woman  than  in  a  man,  there  was  little  diffin^ 
ence  between  them.  But  as  the  hearts  of  tbe 
softer  sex  are  proverbially  more  susceptible  of 
the  tender  passion,  than  those  of  the  male  kind, 
it  was  she  who  first  felt  a  flame  for  one  of  die 
prisoners. 

The  black  Gorgon  loved  him  as  Desdemona 
loved  Othello  —  that  is,  vice-versarily  con- 
sidered; but  it  must  be  confessed,  that  she  bad 
at  first  in  her  contemplation  a  different  sort  of 
passion — ^for  she  loved  him  because  he  was  so 
&t  I  and  as  a  familiar  saying  expresses  it— 
although  in  the  present  case  it  had  too  literal 
an  application — she  loved  him  as  if  she  coold 
eat  him! — ^a  mode  of  exemplifying  her  par- 
tiality, which  she  had  originally  cherished  widi 
all  the  ardour  of  native  ingenuousness ! 

But,  as  she  could  eat  him — as  she  considered 
— at  any  time,  her  thoughts  were  gradoaDy 
turned  in  another  direction ;  and  such  is  the 
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force  of  mighty  love  I  she,  the  daughter  of  a 
chief;  resolved  to  raise  him  to  the  rank  of  her 
husband  I 

She  had  abeady^  had  three.  Two  had  been 
killed  in  battle ;  the  other  she  had  killed  her- 
self. She  would  willingly  have  tried  a  fourth ; 
but  no  one  of  the  tribe  could  be  cajoled  into 
accepting  that  distinguished  but  dangerous 
place ;  for  she  was  strong  and  tough  exceed- 
ingly !  and  was  as  expert  as  any  one  of  the 
males  in  throwing  the  spear  and  in  handling  the 
waddie ;  a  dexterity  which  she  had  acquired  by 
much  experience^  and  by  the  constant  exercise 
of  that  prinutive  argument  on  the  skull  of  her 
deceased  husband.  These  unattractive  traits 
in  her  character,  added  to  her  indomitable 
fierceness  on  all  occasions  when  her  will  was 
thwarted,  caused  her  to  have  more  fearers  than 
admirers  among  the  gentlemen  of  her  ac- 
quaintance. 

The  advent  of  Jeremiah,  therefore,  was  really 
a  godsend  for  the  old  lady; — ^it  seemed  that 
he  had  dropped  from  the  sky  for  her  on  pur- 
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pose,—- «nd  it  was  not  long  before  aha  oontrired 
by  Yajriaas  endeariog  attentions  to  make  die 
object  of  her  attachment  sensible  of  her  pie- 
ferenoe.  But  Jerry  was  as  inezoiable  as  a 
tiger! 

FiUed  with  despair,  the  daughter  of  the  lojA 
chief  oommonicated  her  sorrow  to  her  vene- 
rable papa,  who  haviogy'himaelf,  similar  denffis 
towards  the  white  woman,  was  well-disposed  to 
forward  her  inclinations. 

The  nnhappy  Helen,  on  her  side,  viewed  die 
increasing  partiality  of  the  old  savage  widi  on- 
speakable  horror,  as  it  threatened  a  &te  weoe 
than  death  itself;  so  fiital,  sometimes^  to  didr 
objects  are  royal  predilections ! 
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In  the  mean  time  Trevor  laj  ill  of  the  hwer, 
oocaaiaiied  bj  the  initation  of  his  wooxids. 
The  excellent  corporal  Mex\dei\  on  him  with 
the  moBt  zealous  asaiduilj.  He  &tched  him 
the  freahest  water  from  the  ziver,  and  broiled 
for  him  the  tendereat  morsela  of  kangaroo  flesh* 
Gladly  wonld  he  have  made  for  him  some  of 
that  delicioPB  and  nourishing  soup^  which,  of 
^  all  the  tails  on  the  face  of  the  earth,"  as  he 
dedlaxed,  that  of  the  kangaroo  alone  could  fiur- 
nish  with  such  huouious  relish. 

Bnt  poor  Tievia  could  eat  nothing;  and  Sok 
three  daja  water  was  his  only  dxink.    Nothing 
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bat  the  strength  of  his  constitution^  and  the 
extraordinary  salubrity  of  the  climate,  coald 
have  carried  him  through  such  an  iUness.  And 
to  this  was  added  the  still  more  depressing 
influence  of  his  anguish  of  mind  at  the  contem- 
plation of  Helen's  &te,  whom  he  sometimes 
pictured  as  lost  and  wandering  in  the  bosh, 
and  at  others  in  the  power  of  the  savages  of 
whose  relentless  cruelty  he  had  heard  so  many 
horrible  relations. 

The  corporal  sat  by  his  bush-hut,  employed 
for  the  most  part  in  endeavouring  to  clean  the 
rusty  firelock  left  with  him  so  mysteriously  in 
exchange  for  his  own,  and  furbishing  it  up  widi 
charcoal  ashes,  so  as  to  give  it  a  regimentsi 
appearance*  Nothing,  perhaps,  but  the  neces- 
sity of  being  armed  in  his  solitude,  could  have 
reconciled  him  to  its  use  at  all;  and  he  kmented 
occasionally  the  absence  of  his  own  firelock  in 
most  dolorous  terms,  as  a  lover  grieving  lor  his 
mistress,  which,  at  any  other  time,  would  have 
afibrded  the  ensign  considerable  amusement. 

At  the  end  of  three  days^  however,  his  officer 
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showed  signs  of  amendment;  and  Trevor  no 
sooner  felt  the  prostration  of  the  fever  abating, 
than  he  expressed  his  desire  to  proceed  in  search 
of  Miss  Horton.  But  this  the  corporal  strenu- 
ously opposed ;  and  Trevor's  weakness  was  so 
great  that  he  could  not  disguise  from  himself 
that  such  a  course  would  be  rash  and  useless. 
Besides,  he  considered  that,  for  Helen's  sake,  it 
would  be  more  judicious  to  give  information  to 
the  Major  at  the  cave,  or  to  the  people  on  board 
the  brig,  of  the  fight  with  the  natives,  and  the 
probability  of  her  having  been  carried  away  with 
them ;  as  the  corporal,  after  the  most  diligent 
daily  search,  had  been  unable  to  discover  any 
trace  of  her  remains,  or  of  those  of  Mr.  Silliman. 
He  flattered  himself  also  with  the  hope  that 
possibly  Helen  had  escaped,  and  had  found  her 
way  back  to  the  bay. 

Actuated  by  these  considerations,  he  became 
anxious  to  reach  the  cave  as  soon  as  possible ; 
and^  although  he  could  hardly  walk,  he  deter- 
mined to  begin  his  journey  back.  In  this  deter- 
mination the  corporal  entirely  acquiesced,  *'  for 
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he  eoold not  be  wane oSf^rnhb  zenmcked, dui 
where  he  was, and  ^  ewetj  afeep  bads  wasaslap 
ferwaixls»''brii]fpDg  dieatneaRr  to  thm 

'FortauMtdj,  ahhong^  it  was  the  begionmg  «£ 
the  rainy  eeaaofii^  the  weather  held  up,  and  the 
nig^tBw^ie  Doteold;  and  aa  TkcarorwaaniNr 
able  to  take  food,  and  aa  there  was  no  lack  4if 
kangaroos,  he  got  ca  better  dian  he  «zpectod; 
bat  it  took  him  idur  dajs  to  pezfixni  the  joa^ 
nej  in  his  present  stole,  which  he  had  lapUiy 
traversed  in  litde  more  than  one  shortij  before. 
Bnt  on  reaching  the  cave,  to  his  ezeeaeife  bki^ 
tificadon,  and  not  leas  to  the  disappointmeatsf 
&e  corporal,  they  coakl  not  see  the  hng%  and, 
from  die  appearance  of  the  cam,  it  aeeaied  dew 
that  it  had  been  deserted ! 

The  procfaunation  appended  to  the  reek 
apprised  them,  however,  that  the  aadioricieB 
were  acdve  in  paisnit  of  the  Baahrsngfr,  aod 
Trevor  ooidd  only  hope  duit,  by  sobm  kMky 
dbanee,  in  purbiiing  the  abaoottded 
they  woald  meet  with  Helen; 
erer,  in  which  tiie  corponl  did  not  agree,  as  he 
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saidy  '^  thut  in  the  bush  one  man  might  search 
tor  another  all  his  lifis,  and  never  find  hioi, 
mileas  he  knew  where  he  was  ;"  an  aanranoe 
wJhich  was  by  no  means  ealcnlated  to  raise 
TVeror's  spirits;  but  as  the  corporal  was  not  in 
home,  the  dreary  prospect  of  soeh  a  ftilare  did 
not  strike  him  so  forcibly  as  it  did  his  officer. 

The  question  now  was,  what  was  to  be  done? 
The  cave  afforded  riielter,  the  forests  firewood, 
and  the  kangaroos  supplied  food; — but  what 
waa  the  use  of  remaining  there ;  that  would  not 
help  Helen.  The  corporal  counselled  their 
immediate  return  to  camp ;  and  observed  that 
they  could  not  miss  the  way,  as  they  had  only 
to  keep  within  sight  of  the  river  Derwent  on 
their  right  hand,  and  they  would  be  sure  to 
reach  the  town. 

The  road,  however,  could  not  fail  to  be  diffir 
cak  to  a  sick  man.  However,  as  the  corpocsl 
professionally  remarked,  '*  as  there  was  no  help 
for  it,  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  put  thdr  best 
fiK>t  loremost,  and  lose  no  time  about  it" 

Trevor  was  stall  very  weak,  but  iu^ired  faj 
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the  ardour  of  youth,  and  by  his  desire  to  gi^e 
the  earliest  possible  intelligence  of  Helen's  dan- 
ger, he  at  once  decided  to  set  out  for  Hobart 
town.  The  journey  was  long  and  diflScolt;  and 
it  took  him  six  days  to  perform  the  distance  of 
forty  miles,  from  the  southern  part  of  the  coast 
where  the  bay  was  situate  to  the  nearest  station 
on  his  way  to  the  town.  He  arriTcd  there  in  a 
state  so  exhausted  that  it  was  necessary  to  pro- 
cure a  buUock-cart  to  convey  him  to  his  quar- 
ters, where  at  last  he  obtdned  the  medical 
assistance  which  he  so  much  needed. 

The  corporal  reported  himself  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  related  succinctly  the 
occurrences  which  it  was  expedient  to  make 
known,  passing  lightly  over  the  event  of  the 
loss  of  his  firelock,  a  circumstance  on  which  the 
worthy  corporal  did  not  think  it  neoessaiy  to 
expatiate.  He  indulged  himself  however, 
liberally  in  relating  to  his  comrades  that  whid 
he  called  his  *'  scrimmage"  with  the  natives. 

Trevor,  on  his  part,  lost  no  time  in  making 
inquiries  of  the  brig,  and  of  the  Major  and  his 
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daughters*  He  ascertained  that  the  brig  was 
anchored  in  the  river  near  the  jetty;  that 
Louisa  was  under  the  care  of  a  family  in  the 
town,  attended  by  a  native  girl,  who  had  in- 
spired much  interest  with  the  inhabitants ;  and 
that  the  Major  had  started  with  a  party  in. 
search  of  Helen,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Boshranger,  and  whose  fate  had 
excited  the  most  lively  commiseration. 

His  report  of  the  probability  of  her  having 
been  carried  away  by  the  natives  gave  rise  to 
fresh  excitement,  although  it  was  generally 
deemed  certain — ^an  opinion  which  was  indus- 
triously pressed  upon  Trevor — that  she  had 
been  put  to  death  by  the  savages,  as  they  were 
never  known  to  spare  a  white  man  or  woman  in 
their  power. 

Some  few,  however,  had  the  consideration  to 
say  that,  as  Helen  was  a  woman,  the  case  was 
d^erent;  and  that  the  natives  might  not  think 
it  necessary  to  take  her  life,  and  that  perhaps 
she  might  be  admitted  into  their  tribe,  and 
become  the  wife  of  one  of  the  black  fellows. 
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TUs  bitter  Kiggeslioii,  it  maj  easily  be  ioppoaed, 
bj  no  means  calmed  Treroi's  apprdieiiaioiis. 

He  asked  for  leave  to  go  in  search  of  bcr,  s 
request  whidi  was  leadilj  granted;  bat  hoe 
the  medical  attendant  interposed,  and  po6itiTd|y 
forbade  on  j  attempt  at  traTelling  in  his  present 
state ;  and  his  commanding  officer  thoQ^t  it 
his  datj  to  exercise  his  anthori^  to  prevent 
him  from  exposing  himsdf  to  the  haidsliipt  of 
the  bosh,  under  circumstances  whiidi  coold  not 
a;?Bil  the  young  lady,  and  would  certainly  be 
fisrtal  to  the  adventurer.  Trevor,  thereSne,  was 
compelled  to  bear  his  disappointmei^  and  tt> 
nourish  his  grief  in  silence* 

In  his  returning  convaleaccnee  he  was  con* 
stantly  in  the  socie^  of  Louisa,  with  whom  it 
was  a  melancholy  pleasure  for  him  to  couveise 
about  her  sister ;  and  to  whom  he  coold,  without 
reserve,  express  his  bitter  wretchedness  at  ber 
loss,  aggravated  as  it  was  by  his  owninaUKtf  to 
undertake  the  task  of  discovering  her,  if  she 
was  still  alive* 

He  related  to  her  over  and  over  again  all  the 
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drminslaiicef  of  his  fight  with  the  natives,  and 
the  aoeam  which  he  had  heard  from  the  dueled 
and  which  he  waa  certain^he  said,  had  pro- 
ceeded from  Helen.  And  ererj  daj  he  d»- 
coaaed  with  her  the  hkehhood  of  her  having 
heen  carried  off  as  a  prisoner  by  the  natives,  or 
the  poasibilitj  of  her  being  even  then  a  wan- 
doer  in  the  bush !  Louisa  listened  to  aD  these 
snimises  with  many  tears. 

The  joung  female  native  who  had  so  wil- 
finglj  accompanied  her  father,  as  Lonisa  in- 
formed Trevor,  was  often  present  at  these 
coDTetBations ;  and  although  she  could  not 
understand  the  cause  of  their  trouble,  she 
showed  bj  her  manner  that  she  commiserated 
their  distress^  much  in  the  same  way  as  an 
attached  dog  looks  up  into  the  face  of  its  master 
when  he  sees  him  troubled,  and  wags  its  tail  and 
allows  an  inclination  to  sympathise  with  his 
afliiction  if  he  conk)  only  understand  what  the 
matter  was,  and  how  he  could  assist  him.  Such 
iTraa  the  affectionate  expression  visible  in  the 
jGsbce  of  Oionoo. 
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It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Miss  Oioooo  was 
now  decently  clothed,  her  hair  being  piofosely 
adorned  with  red  ribbons,  a  colour  for  which 
she  m^ifested  a  particular  predilection.  It 
was  with  great  difficult,  however,  that  she 
was  persuaded  to  suffer  herself  to  be  encum- 
bered with  any  description  of  apparel;  sod 
she  displayed  so  decided  a  partiality  for  the 
sailor's  blue  trousers,  as  allowing  her  more 
fieedom  of  motion  than  petticoats,  that  she 
was  permitted  to  retain  them,  as  well  fiom  a 
desire  to  indulge  her,  as  from  considentioDS 
of  propriety;  as  she  was  fond  of  tumbling 
about  occasionally  after  a  fashion  that  rendered 
nugatory  the  protection  of  female  attire. 

Nothing,  however,  could  prevent  her,  at 
limes,  from  throwing  off  the  whole  of  ber 
clothes,  in  order  to  disport  herself  at  liberty  m 
the  garden  attached  to  the  house;  in  which 
she  recreated  herself  in  climbing  up  the  fruit- 
trees,  and  in  various  gambols,  which,  however 
interesting  they  might  be  to  a  philosophictl 
observer,  from  their  charming  aboriginal  mar 
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plicity^  were    by   no  means    consistent  with 
civilized  notions  of  female  decorum. 

By  degrees  she  picked  up  a  few  words,  and 
was  able  to  express  her  wants,  though  of  course 
very  imperfectly,  in  English.  She  imitated 
the  sounds  of  what  she  heard  with  great 
facility,  but  she  could  not  so  easily  be  made 
to  understand  their  meaning. 

Trevor,  partly  from  good-feeling,  and  partly 
to  beguile  the  time,  would  often  amuse  himself 
with  endeavouring  to  teach  the  poor  creature 
to  talk  their  language ;  and  he  endeavoured  to 
learn  from  hcfr  something  about  her  country- 
men, for  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  know 
if  they  would  take  a  white  woman  to  wife. 

He  observed  that  the  native,  in  her  endea- 
vours to  make  herself  understood,  frequently 
pointed  to  the  west ;  but  it  was  &  long  tiffie 
before  he  could  understand  what  she  meant  by 
that  action.  The  importance  of  it|  however^ 
to  him  and  to  her  who  wm  most  dear  to  him^ 
will  be  teen  in  the  eouise  of  this  eventful 
lustofy. 

YOL.  IIL  I 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

THE  BU8HBAMGER  SEEKS  HELEN. 

Anxxoub  as  Trevor  was  to  hear  tidings  of 
Helen,  and  pained  and  mortified  as  be  was  to 
be  prevented  by  iUness  firom  joining  the  ex- 
pedition for  her  recovexy,  Mark  Brandon  was 
not  less  eager  to  find  the  girl  on  whom  he  had 
fixed  his  wild  and  lawless  lost. 

Maddened  by  her  loss,  he  cursed  the  ill- 
hick  which  had  separated  her  firom  him  at  the 
moment  when  he  had  assured,  as  he  thou^t, 
the  destruction  of  her  fiiends  who  were 
advancing  to  her  rescue,  and  had  secured  her 
for  himself.  He  determined  to  follow  her  op 
at  all  hazards,  for  his  absorbing  passion  so 
blinded  him  to  all  consequences^  that  he  lost 
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sight  of  his  usual  habits  of  cautioD,  and  was 
ready  to  risk  life  and  Ubertj  to  regain  pos- 
session of  her. 

But,  if  she  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
natiyesy  as  he  expected,  he  should  have  need, 
he  was  aware,  of  the  assistance  of  hb  brawny 
comrade  in  the  enterprise ;  he  was  obliged, 
therefore,  to  bear  the  companionship  of  the 
treacherous  rascal  till  his  object  was  accom- 
plished In  this  mood  he  had  journeyed  on 
with  him  towards  the  scene  of  their  encounter 
with  the  natives. 

This   time,  however,  he  had  forbore  from 

going  near  the  spot  where  Trevor  was  lying,  and 

where  the  corporal,  whom  he  and  Grough  had 

seen  at  a  distance,  was  watching.     He  might 

easily  have  shot  them  both ;  but  as  that  would 

have  been  a  murder  without  an  object,  which 

was  contrary  to  his  ''system,''  he  passed  on  his 

way,  intending  to  move  round  the  point  and 

look  for  the  tracks  of  the    natives  in  their 

retreat. 

He  thought,  at  the  time,  that  he  observed  his 

I  2 
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companion  eye  the  soldier  in  a  way  that  indi- 
cated a  desire  to  communicate  with  him ;  but 
whether  it  was  that  Grough  thought  the  attempt 
too  hazardous,  and  that  he  was  likely  to  be  shot 
by  the  corporal  on  the  one  side  if  he  approached 
him,  and  by  Brandon  on  the  other,  if  he  left 
him,  he  had  gone  on  without  speaking.  Maik, 
however,  goesaed  his  thoaghts,  and  as  be  sud 
to  himself^  ''made  a  note  of  it." 

The  traeks  which  the  Bushranger  seaidied 
for  were  soon  found,  for  the  natites  had  been  in 
too  laige  a  body  not  to  leave  a  trail  bdmd 
them,  easy  to  be  recognised  by  one  so  ex- 
perienced in  the  bush. 

The  track  led  ],to  the  north-west  wUdi  « 
precisely  the  part  into  which  the  busliraDger 
desired  to  penetrate.  He  looked  oat  for  some 
sign  of  Helen  having  been  with  them,  hoping 
that  she  wonld  have  recourse  to  the  same  deme 
to  give  informatioii  of  her  trad:  as  she  had  done 
before.  In  this  he  was  diaqppointed,  bat  after 
a  few  miles  travelling  he  spied  the  mark  of  a 
little  shoe.    His  heart  leaped  witUn  him.    It 
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ooold  be  no  other  than  the  girl's  foot,  for  the 
natives  neyer  wore  shoes.  He  proceeded  on 
hb  way  with  increased  energy. 

Grough  had  not  observed  the  circumstance 
of  the  little  foot,  and  Brandon  did  not  think  it 
necessaxy  to  tell  him ;  besides,  the  former  was 
too  mnch  occupied  with  his  plans  for  seizing 
his  firiend  and  delivering  him  up  for  the  reward 
to  do  more  than  mark  the  route  which  they 
were  porsning,  in  order  that  he  might  find  his 
way  back.  To  assure  himself  of  this  facility  he 
began  to  notch  a  tree  as  a  sign-post ;  but  Bran- 
don checked  him. 

Grrough  seemed  at  first  inclined  to  rebel ;  but 
he  suddenly  assumed  a  demeanour  of  entire 
acquiescence  in  Brandon's  better  jud^ent. 
The  Bushranger  was  not  deceived  by  the  trans- 
parent duplicity  of  his  fellow ;  but  he  made  a 
^' notch"  in  his  memory  of  that  circumstance 
too. 

The  piur  went  on  side  by  side  in  seeming 
good  fellowBhip;  and  they  kept  on  the  track 
tin  they  came  to  the  point  where  the  body  of 
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natives  separated,  one  t^be. with  Helen  haviog 
gone  one  way,  and  the  auxiliary  tribe  another. 
This  was  embarrassing.  The  Boshrang^ 
stopped  to  deliberate. 

Some  suspicion  seemed  now  to  cross  the 
mind  of  the  obtuse  Grongh.  What  was  Bran- 
don's object  in  following  the  tracks  of  the 
natives?  Had  he  become  acquainted  with  any 
tribe  in  his  former  sojourn  in  the  bush?  What 
did  he  wanX  with  them  ?    Grough  was  puzzled. 

Brandon  continued  his  search  after  some 
trace  of  Helen,  but  he  could  find  none.  Afier 
some  thought,  he  followed  the  track  to  the 
right,  leading  to  the  north.  Grough  longed 
to  ask  the  reason  of  his  taking  one  track  in 
preference  to  another,  or  of  his  following  the 
track  of  the  natives  at  aU ;  but  conscious  of  his 
own  meditated  treachery  he  feared  to  put  any 
question  which  might  lead  Brandon  to  doubt 
his  confidence ;  Brandon,  fix)m  the  very  absence 
of  the  question,  drew  the  conclusion  that  his 
companion  was  hatching  some  trick  agunst 
him ;  for  if  his  intentions  had  been  good  he 
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would  have  spoken  without  hesitation.  He 
congratulated  himself  that  the  brute  thought  he 
was  outwitting  him. 

They  continued  their  way,  each  mistrusting 
the  other.  By  day  the  one  watched  the  other ; 
at  night  neither  would  sleep  lest  the  other 
should  surprise  him.  At  last,  on  reaching 
die  top  of  a  low  hill,  they  suddenly  discovered 
some  natives  on  the  plain  beneath.  At  the 
same  time  they  were  themselves  discovered, 
and  the  natives  feeling  confidence  in  the  depth 
of  their  &stnesses,  greeted  them  with  a  loud 
yell  of  defiance. 

Spears  were  thrown,  but  Brandon  did  not 
heed  them ;  he  was  intent  on  discovering  some 
sign  of  Helen.  The  plain  was  open,  and 
if  she  had  been  there,  he  could  not  have  failed 
to  perceive  her;  but  he  could  see  nothing  of 
her.  It  was  dear  that  he  was  on  the  wrong 
scent;  he  stamped  his  foot  with  rage. 

Grough  observed  the  action  with  surprise;  but 
he  made  no  remark,  for  there  was  a  something 
in  Brandon's  look  that  was  dangerous ;  and  the 
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spirit  of  the  less  ioteUectoftI  ruffian  qnailad 
before  the  mentd  asoendanej  of  his  aqpenor* 
But,  as  the  natives  advanced,  it  nm  neoessuy 
to  check  them. 

Brandon  had  a  douUe-banrd  fewling-piece; 
Grough  a  musket. 

**  Fire !"  cried  out  Brandon. 

Grongfa  hesitated;  he  did  not  like  to  leave 
himself  without  the  protection  of  a  ehaige ;  fer 
he  feared  Brandon  as  aaodi  aa  he  did  the 
natives.  But  aa  the  savages  advanced  doser, 
and  their  spears  came  thick^  Brandon  vas 
obliged  to  fire  in  self-defence,  and»  mged  hj 
the  imminence  of  the  danger,  Grough  fired  aha 
The  natives  retreated  immediateljr.  Brandon's 
second  barrel  was  undischaiged,  and  Groom's 
barrel  was  eDnpty* 

<<  I  'm  done !"  thongfat  Grough. 

But,  to  his  extreme  surprise,  Btendon  desired 
him  to  load  again  immediately* 

^  He  doesn't  suspect  me  after  aB,*  thoogiit 
Grough* 

It  was  what  Brandon  intended  him  to  tfabL 
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^  We  moBt  retnoe  our  stqM^"  sftid  Brmndon. 

Grough  joyfully  assented. 

Brandoa  seemed  iiritable  and  moody,  and 
was  lost  in  thonghL 

They  went  on  till  they  retomed  to  the  spot 
where  the  two  trades  separated. 

'^  This  is  our  way,"  said  Brandon,  pointing  to 
the  track. 

Groogh  demmrred : — 

^'  What  's  your  game,  Mark  ?*  he  said ; 
^  what 's  the  use  of  foltewii^  the  natives  ?  We 
shall  only  get  riddled  with  their  qpears  some 
time,  or  have  our  skulls  smashed  ia  with  their 
waddies!  No  use  in  running  into  dangpr. 
The  natiyes  won't  help  us  to  leave  the  island. 
Better  go  back  towards  camp  and  try  to  seize 
aboat  or  aomething.'' 

'^*And  be  seized  ourselves,"  replied  Brandon. 
He  reflected  for  a  moment.  Suddenly  he  saiU 
to  Grough : — 

^  The  natives  have  got  the  girl  with  them." 

**  The  devil  they  have  I  How  do  you  know 
thatr 


122         THK  BUSHRAMOEB  8BBK8  HSLBH. 

*'  I  know  it;  that's  enough.  We  must  get 
her  again." 

^  What 's  the  ;  use  of  the  girl  when  yoa  have 
got  her?  One  girl  is  as  good  as  anodier.  Let 
us  catch  a  native.'' 

*^  Ton  forget,"  said  Brandon ;  <'  we  want  this 
girl  as  a  hostage." 

"As  a  what?" 

"Asahostage — ^fool!  As  a  pledge— to  mab 
terms  with  her  &ther." 

''  Oh !  that  's  another  thing.  But  if  die 
natives  have  got  her,  perhaps  they  want  her  for 
a  pledge — or  a  hostage,  as  yon  call  it — too^  aod 
they  won't  give  her  up." 

''  We  must  fight  for  it.  If  you  don't  like  to 
stand  by  me,  say  so." 

"OhI  I  '11  stand  by  you,  Mark,  my  boy ;  newr 
fear  that.  But  I  don't  like  the  job,  that 's  all  I 
can  say." 

"  Say  nothing,  then ;  and  come  on." 

This  course  did  not  at  all  accord  with 
Grpugh^s  private  plans ;  but  being  an  aaimal 
of  one  idea,  he  kept  his  mind  steadily  fiied  on 
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ity  and  that  was  to  betray  Mark  and  get  the 
rewaxd.  He  kept  on  with  him,  therefore, 
trusting  that  the  opportunity  of  mastering  him 
would  come  at  last 

They  continued  their  way  till  dark ;  but  a» 
.  neither  dared  to  sleep,  from  fear  of  the  other, 
Brandon  thought  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time 
to  stop.  He  had  marked  the  ''lie"  of  the 
country,  and  the  direction  of  the  track  which 
pointed  to  an  opening  between  some  low  hills. 
He  thought  he  conld  not  miss  it,  and  he 
determined  to  travel  all  night,  hoping  to  come 
up  with  the  natives.  But  in  this  he  made 
a  mistake  which  he  would  not  have  committed 
in  a  calmer  state  of  mind ;  for  he  knew  very 
well  that  to  attempt  to  track  footsteps  in  the 
bush  at  night  is  always  useless  labour.  But 
the  irritation  of  his  mind  urged  him  on. 

When  the  daylight  came  he  found  that  he 
was  wrong.  He  was  not  on  the  track;  and 
he  could  form  no  idea  whether  he  had  strayed 
to  the  right  of  it  or  to  the  left.  His  judgment, 
perhaps  from  want  of  rest,  had  become  im- 
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•jprnreA,  and  his  mental  faculties  enfeebled. 
He  wandered  about  for  manj  days,  scarcely 
taking  food,  and  with  little  sleep.  He  alwajs 
removed  to  a  distance  from  Gro«i{^  and  hid 
iiimself  at  night.  He  had  become  peevish  sod 
irritable ;  and  Grongh  grumbled  openly.  Still 
the  two  kept  together,  for  Brandon  wanted 
Grough  to  make  use  <^  him,  and  Grougk 
stock  close  to  Brandon  to  betraj  him.  At 
last,  however,  they  found  the  track  again,  and 
Brandon's  spirits  revived. 

They  followed  it  up  until  they  came  to  die 
bank  of  the  river  over  which  Helen  and  Mr. 
Silliman  had  passed  in  the  raft. 

But  the  river,  always  rapid,  was  now  swoOes 
into  a  bcMling  torrent  and  it  seemed  imponiUe 
to  cross  it  at  that  |dace.  The  traces^  howerer, 
of  the  natives  who  had  been  there  many  da^ 
before,  were  distinctly  visiblefand  the  trees  at  a 
little  distance  bore  the  marks  of  havii^  been  cat 
by  a  steel  axe.  Bat  the  river  was  for  Ae 
present  impassable.  Brandon  threw  himself 
down  on  the  grass  furious  from  disfomointnieot 
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Bat  Grough  was  glad  at  the  hinderance ;  and 
sat  down  at  a  little  distance.  Both  remained  in 
silence;  and  both  were  worn  out  with  the 
fatigue  of  constant  trayelling,  and  from  the  want 
of  refreshing  sleep. 

Brandon  revolved  in  his  mind  ail  sorts  of 
schemes  for  passing  the  river.  He  would  have 
risked  the  danger  of  swimming  across;  but  he 
could  not  dace  to  be  without  his  fowling-piece. 
He  thought  of  a  bark-canoe  after  the  fiushion  of 
the  natives;  but  a  glance  at  the  roaring  toirrent 
ecxivinced  him  that  the  attempt  that  way 
would  be  hopeless, 

While  he  was  thus  engaged  in  cursing  his 
ilUudiE,  Grough  was  employed  in  thinking  of 
his  own  schemes.  He  was  heartily  sick  of  his 
pceaent  life  in  the  bush;  there  was  no  fan  in  it 
^  all !  Bather  than  keep  out  any  longer  in 
audi  a  miserable  way  he  wookl  almost  prefer^ 
he  thnughti  to  deliver  himself  up  and  take  his 
chance.  Bat  as  he  thought,  fatigue  overcame 
him,  and  he  fell  asleep. 

Brandon  observed  that  his  companion  had 
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been  unmble  to  keep  his  eyes  open ;  it  aeemed 
that  he  was  fi»t  and  not  likely  to  wake  for  some 
time ;  he  was  himself  weaiy  to  ezhaostion,  and 
his  eyelids  were  weighed  down  with  an  irresis- 
tible desire  to  slumber.  He  thooght  there 
could  be  no  danger  in  getting  a  few  winks— only 
for  a  few  minutes.  In  &ct,  sleep  he  most— ^and 
he  slept. 

It  was  the  first  time  in  his  life,  as  he  afte^ 
wards  remarked,  that  he  had  ''given  away  a 
chance ;"  and  dearly  did  he  pay  for  it.  Bat  his 
thoughts  were  so  intensely  fixed  on  the  prize  in 
his  thoughts,  and  on  the  difficulties  in  his  path, 
that  he  forgot  the  danger  that  was  near  him. 

The  immediate  cause,  however,  of  the  Site 
which  presently  befell  the  Bushranger,  was  ao 
remarkable,  that  to  some,  and  not  superstitioos 
minds,  it  might  have  seemed  the  result  of  some- 
thing more  than  chance;  and  that  the  reptile 
which  appeared  to  play  its  part  so  opportanely 
was  not  an  accidental  agent  in  the  tragedy  of 
that  eventful  day. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

THB   SKAKB  IN  THB  GBA8S. 

The  brutal  and  treacherous  comrade  of  the 
Bushranger  slept  uneasily,  and  he  was  dis- 
turbed with  fearful  dreams. 

He  dreamed  that  he  was  standing  on  the 
brink  of  a  terrible  precipice ;  above  was  a  black 
cloud,  thick,  dark,  and  impenetrable;  below 
was  a  depth,  so  deep  that  the  eye  could  not 
scan  the  profundity  of  its  abyss  I  Presently 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  black  doud  de- 
scended, and  enveloped  him  in  its  shroud; 
then  a  mighty  wind  arose,  and  whirled  him 
from  the  precipice,  and  he  fell  down — down — 
down, — while  a  terrible  sensation  of  suspended 
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breath  caused  him  agony  onspeakable !  Sud- 
denly he  found  himself  at  the  bottom  of  the 
abyss,  and  strange  creatures,  of  monstroos 
shapes,  writhed  around  and  over  him!  He 
struggled  to  rise,  but  bis  limbs  had  lost  all 
power  of  motion,  though  his  senses  did  not 
depart  from  him ;  and  he  felt  the  cold  skin  of 
some  slimy  reptile  crawling  over  his  &ce.  So 
horrid  was  the  sensation  that  his  mental  agoay 
caused  him  to  awake;  and  then  he  became 
aware  that  part  of  his  dream  had  been  soggesfeed 
by  a  reality. 

One  of  the  large  blade  snakes  common  on  tbe 
isfamd  was  trailing  itself  oret  his  Ace,  and  he 
instantly  was  seized  with  the  fear  that  die 
creature  had  Utten  him,  and  that  he  diodd  die 
one  of  the  most  dreaded  of  all  deaths,  and  at 
which  wayfaren  in  the  budi  are  most  tentkd. 
But  the  creatm:^  pursued  its  way,  diaggtog 
aloi^  its  loadisome  body,  and  was  lost  in  die 
loi^  tufted  grass  by  the  side  of  the  water. 

The  trembBng  wretch  who  had  received  dus 
▼iritatioD,  disturbed  by  his  terriUe  dream,  and 
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hardly  knowing  whether  he  was  alive  or  dead, 
sat  ap,  shaking  with  fear,  and  bathed  in  a  cold 
sweat,  which  chilled  and  benumbed  him.  Cast- 
ing his  eyes  about,  he  beheld  Brandon  stretched 
on  the  grass  and  apparently  sound  asleep.  The 
treacherous  object  of  his  subservient  attendance 
now  arose  to  his  mind,  and  the  paralysing  effect 
of  the  recent  incident  being  shaken  off  by  the 
sight  of  Brandon  at  his  mercy,  he  chuckled  at 
the  opportunity,  and  determined  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it  But  the  animal  had  sense  enough 
to  consider  that,  possibly,  this  seeming  sleep  of 
Mark's  might  be  a  stratagem  to  delude  him  into 
a  betrayal  of  his  own  intentions;  and  Mark, 
who  was  **  up  to  every  dodge,"  was  not  to  be 
dealt  with  hastily.  He  had  his  fowling-piece 
embraced  with  his  arm,  and  that  was  not  to  be 
trifted  with.  But  then  if  he  was  asleep,  what 
was  so  easy  as  to  shoot  him  as  he  slept? 

But  that  did  not  serve  the  traitor's  purpose ; 
his  game  was  to  take  him  alive.  What  was  he 
to  do  with  the  dead  body  ?  Besides,  if  he  did 
shoot  him,  would  that  entitle  him  to  the  reward? 

VOL.  ni.  K 


ISO  nm  8NAKB  IN  THB  GRASS. 

The  proclamation  said  ^'deliyer  up;''-^4liit 
Bieant  **  deliver  up  alive."  And  who  woold 
believe  that  he  had  shot  the  Bushranger  ?  It 
might  be  said  that  somebody  else  had  shot  hiiSy 
and  then  he — Grough — would  get  nothing  bj 
the  job,  and  would  be  hanged  ioc  his  pains ! 
That  would  be  a  r^ular  mull!  No ;  he  moat 
take  him  alive. 

But  could  he  be  sure  that  he  slept  ?  He  did 
BOt  move;  but  Mark  was  such  a  deep  dog  I 
Grough  got  up  sofUj;  carefulbf  examined  his 
flint  and  the  priming  of  his  mui^et ;  looked  at 
the  deeper;  fidgetted;  doubted;  hesitated; 
looked  round  on  all  sides  as  if  to  gather  coooGel 
and  courage  from  the  distant  woods;  wheoyas 
he  cast  his  eye  over  the  plain,  he  beheld,  at  the 
dktanee  of  about  a  mile>  emeiging  from  a  thick 
forest  of  gum  trees,  three  figures,  who,  he 
presently  distinguished,  had  muskets  in  their 
bands. 

He  concluded  at  once  that  they  were  either 
constables  or  soldiers  in  pursuit  of  Brandon  aad 
himself.    The  decisive  moment  was  now  come; 
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and  he  determined  at  ance  to  give  himself  up ; 
to  give  information  of  Brandon ;  and  to  claim 
the  reward.  Skulking  away,  therefore,  swiftly 
and  silently  from  the  bank  of  the  liver,  he 
advanced  to  meet  them. 

The  strangers,  on  their  parts,  as  soon  as 
Giough  arose  from  the  grass,  caught  sight  of 
him;  and  not  knowing  his  intentions,  imme- 
diately retreated  back  into  the  forest,  trusting 
that  they  themselves  might  not  have  been  seen, 
and  hoping  to  surprise  the  man  whoever  he 
wafl^  and  who,  they  conjectured,  was  most  likely 
to  be  the  Bushranger  himself,  so  that  they 
might  take  him  before  he  had  time  to  make  any 
leristaoce. 

Groogh  soon  cleared  the  ground  between  the 

river  and  the  forest,  and  when  he  came  to  the 

entrance  of  it,  where  the  strangers  had  retired 

behind  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  he  stopped,  and 

calling  out,  but  not  too  loudly,  said,  that  if  they 

were  a  party  in  pursuit  of  Marie  Brandon,  he 

could  lead  them  to  the  spot  where  he  might  be 

taken ;  adding,  that  he  claimed  the  reward  ^r 

K  2 


132  THE  fiNAKE  IN  THE  GRASS. 

his  apprehension  promised  by  the  Govemoi's 
proclamation. 

The  soldiers,  for  such  they  were,  hearing  tkii^ 
immediately  came  forward,  and  commanded 
him  to  lay  down  his  arms.  Grough  obeyed, 
and  laid  his  musket  on  the  grass. 

So  great,  howeyer,  was  the  popular  dread  of 
the  Bushranger,  that  the  soldiers  held  them- 
selves  prepared  to  resist  any  agression,  and 
looked  about  them,  cautiously,  apprehending 
some  trick.  They  desired  the  informer  to 
retire,  which  he  did,  repeating  that  his  object 
was  to  deliver  up  Brandon  to  the  authorities— 
for  the  reward. 

'*  Where  is  the  Bushranger  ?"  demanded  the 
leader  of  the  party,  a  wary  old  constable  who 
had  formerly  been  a  convict,  and  who  was,  as  he 
expressed  it,    *^  up    to  every    move    of  the 


coves." 


« 


That 's  my  afiair,"  replied  Grough ;  *^  mind, 
I  say,  I  am  ready  to  deliver  up  Mark  Brandos, 
and  I  claim  the  reward, — ^five  hundred  doUan — 
a  free  pardon,  and  a  passage  to  England." 
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**  And  who  the  devil  are  you?"  asked  one  of 
the  men. 

*^  Stay/'  said  the  constable,  ^  let  us  look  at 
the  description  of  the  bushrangers." 

He  took  a  paper  from  his  pocket,  and  read : — 

*' James  Swindell,  an  escaped  convict,  five 
feet  five  inches  high,  red  hair,  marked  vrith  the 
small-poz  •  .  •  .  you  're  not  him  •  •  •  •" 

'<  He 's  a  stiff  '  un,"  sud  Grough. 

«  Who  killed  him?" 

^  Mark ;  he  shot  him." 

*^  Another  chalk  against  Mark ;  bat  he  has 
enough  to  answer  for,  let  alone  that.  What's 
next?" 

'*  Mark  Brandon  ....  five  feet  ten  inches 
in  height,  slim  make,  black  hair,  black  eyes, 
straight  nose,  ....  you're  not  him.  Let  us 
see  the  next : — ^ 

''  Roger  Grough  .  «  •  six  feet  one  inch  high, 
light  hair,  light  blue  eyes,  short  nose,  very 
broad  across  the  shoulders,  thick  in  the  lips  •  •  • 
That  looks  like  you,  my  man." 

I  am  R(^r  Grough,"  replied  the  accused; 


ti 
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"  and  mind  I  sonender  mjseff  and  daim  the 
rewanL" 

**  Bot  joa  hare  not  earned  it  yet,  my  hearty .** 

''Bat  I'm  ready;  and  mind  I  ghe  tbe 
iniomuKuon.'* 

**  Very  goody  Mr*  Grongh.  And  first  ire  will 
take  die  liberty  to  put  these  bracelets  on  your 
fists — ^in  the  Governor's  name,  yoo  know— all 
regular.    And  now,  where 's  our  man  T* 

^  There,"  said  Grough,  pointing  with  bis 
manacled  hands  towards  the  river. 

**  Where  ?  we  don't  see  him.  Better  have  no 
nonsense  with  us.* 

"The  Bushranger,'*  repeated  Grough,  •is 
there — by  the  side  of  the  water,  asleep  on  the 


*^  Oh,  ho !  And  so  you  took  the  opportunity 
to  put  the  dodge  on  him !" 

**  It 's  the  reward,"  replied  the  trsitor,  a 
little — ^but  a  very  little — confiised  at  the  scorn 
Tisible  on  the  soldiers'  countenances  at  this  act 
of  treachery ;  but  wishing  to  do  something  to 
signalise  himself  in  their  eyes,  and  »>imtiftg  that 
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it  would  enhance  the  value  of  his  services  to 
enable  them  to  take  the  redoubtable  Mark 
Brandon  alive^  he  added : — 

^But  I  have  another  dodge  besides  that; 
jou  shall  take  him  if  you  like  without  his 
being  able  to  resist." 
^Howisthatf 

*^  I  will  steal  his  fowling-piece  from  him  while 
he  is  asleep,  and  you  may  fall  on  him  and  bind 
him ;  and  then  you  will  have  him  as  safe  as 
bricks." 

The  constable  and  the  soldiers  consulted 
together.  It  was  a  particular  part  of  their  in- 
structions to  take  the  Bushranger  alive  if  possi- 
ble,  as  it  was  known  to  the  Government  that  it 
was  in  his  power  to  make  important  revelations. 
They  did  not  like  to  refuse  Grough's  offer;  but 
they  distrusted  the  rascal. 

"  You  will  betray  us,*'  they  said,  **  as  you 
have  offered  to  betray  him.** 

^And  lose  the  reward!'*  replied  Grough; 
"  no,  not  such  a  fool  as  that !  Besides  I  Ve 
had  a  dream  ^^ 
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He  related  it.  The  coDstable  and  the  Bot 
dien  laughed  at  it. 

As  it  was  clear  that  it  was  the  rascaTs  in* 
terest  to  keep  £uth  with  them  on  whose  report 
depended  his  reward^  they  agreed  to  let  him 
try  his  luck. 

*' We  can  butiiave  aslap  at  him  if  it  comes 
to  the  worst,"  obseryed  the  leader  of  the 
party. 

'^Yoa  must  release  my  hands  then/'  said 
Grough. 

The  constable  demurred  at  this  at  first;  bat 
after  searching  him  and  taking  Scorn  him  efeij- 
hing  but  the  clothes  he  stood  upright  in,  he 
nlocked  his  handcufis. 

^<  A  tidy  lot  of  dollars  you  have  there,"  ob« 
served  one  of  the  soldiers. 

These  are  my  savings,"  replied  Groogh. 
Your  grandmother's^   that  is;— howeveri 
that 's  the  Governor's  business." 

*^  You  will  stand  by  me  to  back  me  up^"  said 
the  traitor:  '^Mark  's  a  desperate  man." 

''Aye — ^aye ;  we  will  back  you  up;  and  back 
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you  down,  too,  if  jdu  flinch.    Now,  my  prince 
of  noses — march — ^and  be  alive." 

Grough  obeyed,  the .  constable  and  the  sol- 
diers following  him  in  a  row  oyer  the  plain* 
When  they  drew  near  the  sleeping  man  they 
^topped* 

**  There  he  is,"  said  Grough,  in  a  whisper^ 

The  soldiers  looked  forward  eagerly,  and 
handled  their  firelocks. 

**  I  \e  a  dodge  in  my  head,"  said  Grough. 

f*  Be  quick  then — a  man  can't  sleep  for  ever 
in  broad  daylight." 

^<He  has  not  slept  for  the  last  fortnight," 
said  Grough  in  a  low  voice ;  **  no  wonder  he 
sleeps  sound." 

*<No  matter,  lad,"  replied  the  constable,  *'he 
win  soon  take  his  last  snooze,  and  then  he  may 
sleep  till  doomsday." 

Brandon  turned  in  his  sleep;  the  fioldiers 
presented  their  muskets  at  him  simultaneously; 
but  it  seemed  that  he  still  slept 

Grough  now  made  his  way  noiselessly  to  the 
river,  and  steeped  his  handkerchief  in  its  waters. 
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He  then  crept  stealthily  up  to  the  sleeping 
man.  He  seemed  to  take  a  professional  pride 
in  ^hat  he  was  about  He  had  been  a  dex- 
terous housebreaker  at  home,  and  his  preseot 
deed  was  a  pleasant  ezerase  of  his  Tocation. 

He  stood  over  the  sleeper  for  a  few  moments; 
the  soldiers  watched  him  in  breadileas  silence, 
covering  the  two  with  their  firelocks.  Brandon 
slept  the  sleep  of  the  weary;  nature  had  been 
exhausted  within  him»  and  his  senses  once 
overpowered  by  the  resistless  influence  of  sleep 
were  fast  locked  up  in  oblivion. 

Grough  sneaked  up  to  him  from  behind,  like 
a  snake  through  the  grass,  and  with  a  ddiescf 
of  touch  which  seemed  wonderful  in  one  of  his 
Herculean  bulk  gently  lift^  up  the  steel  of  one 
of  the  locks  of  his  fowling  piece,  and  sqneesod 
some  water  on  the  priming.  Brandon  stiiied 
slightly  but  did  not  wake.  The  traitor  then 
performed  the  same  manceovre  with  the  otbor; 
and  as  Brandon  still  slept,  he  saturated  the  two 
pans  with  water*  He  tried  to reaaove  theffint^ 
but  they  were  fixed  too  firmly. 
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The  soldiera  nodded  approvingly.  Groogh 
felt  all  the  delight  of  a  workman  showing  off 
his  superiority  in  his  craft.  Mark  was  now  de- 
fenceless,  and  Grough  beckoned  the  soldiers  to 
advance.  Bat  as  he  retired,  in  the  eznltation 
of  his  saccess,  he  neglected  to  finish  it  with 
the  same  nicety  of  tact,  and  as  he  withdrew  his 
hsnd,  he  let  fell  the  wet  handkerchief  on  Bran^ 
don's  face. 

Awakened  by  the  shock  of  the  cold  water, 
Mark  instantly  started  np,  and  seeing  the 
soldiers  with  their  muskets  leveUed  at  him, 
he  snapped  the  triggars  of  both  his  barrels  at 
his  enemieft*— but  the  barrels  were  dumb  I 
Looking  at  the  locks  and  seeing  the  useless 
condition  of  his  weapon,  he  saw  in  a  moment 
that  he  was  betrayed,  and  he  dashed  it  on  the 
grass  with  rage.  Determined,  howerer,  to  sell 
his  life  dearly,  he  endeaToured  to  disengage 
hia  axe  from  his  side ;  but  Grough  threw  his 
powerful  body  heavily  upon  him,  and  clasping 
him  closely  bore  him  to  the  ground ;  and  the 
lending  their  aid,  the  Bushranger  was 
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secared  without  bloodshed,  and  the  traitor 
triumphed  I  But  his  triumph  did  not  hat 
long. 

The  soldiers  instantly  placed  handcuffi  on 
the  Bushranger,  and  then  they  considered  diat 
they  had  him  hard  and  &st.  Mark  submitted 
to  this  ceremony  in  silence.  He  made  no  re- 
proach to  his  comrade ;  dissembling  his  thoughts 
he  bent  his  whole  soul  tp  the  taking  of  a  soie 
revenge.  There  was  a  general  pause  for  a  few 
moments;  after  which,  the  soldiers  intimated 
to  Grough  that,  notwithstanding  the  service 
he  had  performed,  he  must  consider  himfielf 
their  prisoner ;  and  without  further  parley  they 
placed  handcufl&  on  him  also. 
.  Brandon  looked  at  the  handcufb  on  bis 
partner's  wrists,  and  looked  at  the  river,  aod 
smiled  complacently.  He  had  formed  ik 
scheme.    Then  he  spoke : — 

'*  Tou  have  betrayed  me ;  but  I  will  not  re- 
proach you  ;  the  reward  was  too  great  a  tempta- 
tion." 

"  Lord  love  your  heart,"  said  Gioughf  **ife 
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all  in  the  way  of  basiness  I  If  I  had  not  done 
ity  Mark^  somebody  else  would;  better  for  a 
friend  to  get  the  reward  than  a  stranger." 

«  Trae,"  said  Mark. 

The  soldiers  said  nothing;  they  had  their 
daty  to  do,  and  they  would  not  insult  their 
captive.  They  rather  pitied  Mark^  and  they 
looked  on  his  comrade  with  'the  disgust  with 
which  all  generous  minds  regard  a  traitor. 

Brandon  and  Grough  were  standing  a  little 
apart;  the  former  took  the  opportunity  to 
wink  to  the  latter. 

^'  What  is  it  ?  "  said  Grrough,  coming  nearer^ 
but  keeping  out  of  Mark's  reach. 

The  sovereigns^"  whispered  Brandon. 
What  sovereigns  ?  ** 

''  The  sovereigns  from  the  brig ;  a  thousand 
of  them ;  I  planted  them.  You  may  as  well 
have  them  too." 

^'Hah^"  whispered  Grough^  his  avarice  ex- 
cited by  the  gold ;  ^*  Mark  you  're  a  trump  I 
where  are  they  ?  " 

'*  Come  a  little  this  way,"  said  Mark.    He 
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advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  river.  The  fbain- 
ing  waters  hardly  allowed  Grough  to  hear  what 
BraDdon  said ;  he  advaiiced  nearer  to  him. 

''  There  are  a  thousand  of  them,"  repeated 
Brandon. 

^ Where  are  they?"  eagerly  asked  the 
g^reedy  Grough,  balding  hia  head  towards  his 
betrayed  comrade. 

*^  Come  nearer,"  said  Brandon, 

••  Where  are  the  yellow  boys?  " 

*'  In  Hell ! "  suddenly  exclaimed  the  Bash- 
ranger,  darting  his  body  against  the  huge  fiane 
of  the  burly  traitor,  and  precipitating  him  into 
the  raging  tide;  ^Go,''  he  said,  raiaiDg  bis 
voice,  '^and  seek  them  there  P 

'^Help!"  cried  the  wretch,  struggling  with 
his  manacled  hands  in  the  furious  tontnt; 
^^  help !  my  hands  are  fietened  I  help !" 

'the  soldiers  ran  to  the  water'ls  edge,  and 
whil#  the  constable  remained  by  the  skle  of 
Mark,  they  fc^owed  down  by  the  bank  of  the 
river,  with  a  vague  idea  of  rescuing  him.  But 
whether  it  was  that  their  hearts  were  not  in 
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the  work^  and  that  they  thought  it  served  the 
rascal  rights  or  that  the  furious  waters  too  sud- 
denly overwhelmed  their  prey,  they  could  do 
nothing  to  save  him.  But  the  agonised  shrieks 
of  the  dying  wretch  broke  fearfully  the  solemn 
silence  of  the  wilderness;  and  when  his  last 
convulsive  cry  rose  in  the  air,  even  the  stout 
hearts  of  the  soldiers  shuddered  for  a  moment 
at  the  sharp  echo  of  the  adjacent  woods  I 

They  waited  for  a  short  time  to  see  if  his 
body  would  appear;  but  as  no  sign  of  it  was 
visible,  they  turned  their  attention  to  their 
chief  prisoner,  Brandon  ;  and  one  marching 
before,  and  one  behind,  with  the  constable  at 
his  side,  they  took  their  way  back  through  the 
bush  to  Hobart  Town. 

Thns  guarded,  and  handcuffed  besides,  it 
seemed  imposnble  that  their  prisoner  could 
escape.  But  even  so  secured,  the  crafty  Bush- 
XBDger  did  not  despair.  • 
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CHAPTER  X. 

ANOTHER     '^DODOE." 

The  constable  who  had  chaige  of  Brandon  did 
not  think  it  at  all  beneath  his  dignity  to  talk 
fiuniliarly  with  his  prisoner  as  he  walked  beside 
him.  Indeed,  it  is  questionable  if  those 
officers,  many  of  whom  had  been  themselves 
transported  for  varioos  crimes,  considered  it 
as  a  personal  degradation  for  a  man  to  be  in 
custody.  It  was  a  ''misfortune;'^  he  had 
tried  his  luck;  he  had  thrown  his  chancei  aod 
had  lost—  that  was  all :  and  now  he  was  gmng 
to  be  hanged;  that  was  merely  consequential; 
and  they  were  so  accustomed  to  see  pe(^ 
hanged  that  they  had  ceased  to  r^aid  it  as 
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anything  more  tfatn  a  little  epii ode  in  their 
career,  which  did  not  much  matter  either  way. 
It  was  id  the  nataral  and  regular  order  of 
events  that  the  result  should  be  so ;  and  it  was 
as  idle  for  the  hanged  to  complain  of  it  as  it 
was  useless  for  the  hangers  to  pity  them. 

The  fnnctionary,  therefore,  who  in  this  in- 
stance happened  to  be  on  the  right  side  of  the 
hedge,  opened  the  conversation  in  a  cheerful 
way,  not  supposing  that  his  prisoner  could 
harbour  any  malice  against  him  for  conveying 
him  to  gaol  in  order  to  be  executed  in  the 
r^ular  way  :^— 

^  Clever  dodge,  that,  Mark,  wasn't  it,  of  that 
blackguard! — Glad  you  pitched  him  into  the 
water  :-^too  good  for  him,  though : — but  he 
didn^t  deserve  to  be  hanged  in  a  gentleman's 
company. — Old  chum  of  yours  ?** 

^  I  scarcely  ever  spoke  to  him,"  replied 
Maik,  who  was  aware  of  the  importance  of 
seeming  resigned  to  his  fate,  and  of  the  ex- 
pedient of  adopting  the  free  and  easy  style 
with  his  new  friends ;  **  he  was  a  course,  rough 

VOL.  m.  L 
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brote-*-no  particular  liarm  in  him;  bat  it 
would  never  have  done  to  have  let  him  get 
off  scot  free  after  betraying  a  comrade  that 
way !" 

''  Certainly  not ;  that  is,  of  course  it  was 
wrong  to  do  it;  but  it  served  him  right— the 
dirty  dog  ! — only  its  murder ;  but  of  couxse 
you're  booked  without  tha^  so  one  more  or 
less  is  no  odds ;  and  there 's  one  less  rascal  in 
the  world,  at  any  rate — and  that's  something. 
— ^Had  fine  weather  since  yoa  were  out?" 

''Remarkably  so>  lately;  but  life  in  the  bosh 
is  weary  work  any  way.  For  my  part^  I 
began  to  be  heartily  sick  of  it  before  yoa  took 


me.** 


'^I  dare  say;  I  never  tried  it;  but  it  miut 
be  a  wretched  life  to  be  hunted  about  like  a 
wild  animal,  and  never  to  be  able  to  rest  nigbt 
or  day ! — Met  with  any  natives  7* 

''Tes;  we  had  a  tussle  with  aomeofthem 
I  got  hit  with  a  spear  in  this  shoulder;  bot 
they  can  do  nothing  against  our  fire-arms.* 

'*The  Governor  wants  to  civilise  them,  «• 
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ne  says ;  bat^  Lord  I  that  will  never  do.  Of 
course  ihej  will  take  all  the  blankets,  and 
bread,  and  tea,  and  sugar  that  you  give  them ; 
but  what 's  the  use  of  it  ?  Tou  can  never 
make  anything  but  savages  of  them ;  and  the 
end  will  be  that  they  will  all  be  shot  down, 
one  after  another,  till  there  are  none  left. 
The  Major  that  you  took  the  brig  fiom  brought 
one  of  the  native  girls  into  camp  the  other 
day ;  and  a  fine  fuss  they  are  making  with 
her  1  By-the-by,  Mark,  what  is  become  of  the 
ISjlCajor's  daughter  that  you  marched  off  with? 
I  say — that  was  a  bold  lark!  How  did  the 
young  lady  like  the  bush,  eh  ?  Hope  you 
wasn't  rough  with  her  ?" 

**1b  the  Major  in  camp  now?*'  asked  the 
Sushranger,  who  had  a  disinclination  to  talk 
about  the  girl,  and  who  wished  to  parry  the 
question. 

'\He  had  left  before  we  came  out.  He  is  seek- 
ing for  his  daughter;  but  it's  not  easy  to  find 
people  in  the  bush,  Mark»  as  you  know ;  lucky 

hit  we  made  in  lighting  on  you,  wasnH  it  ?" 

L  2 
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''  Perhaps  it  was ;  for  the  sooner  an  end 
comes  to  this  sort  of  life  the  better.'' 

''  You  're  right,  Mark.     I  never  knew  a  man 
that  took  to  the  bush  that  wasn't  tired  of  it  at 
last,  and  that  didn't  say  that  hanging  was  a 
relief  to  him.    For  you  see  when  a  man  takes 
to  the  bush,  what  with  lying  out  at  nights,  and 
all  sorts  of  hardships — ^with  eveiy  man's  hand 
against  him — now  in  fear  of  the  natives,  and 
then  in  fear  of  the  soldiers ;  and  worst  of  all 
with  the  chance  of  being  betrayed  by  his  com- 
rade as  you  have  been ;  why,  you  see,  he  is 
always  dying  by  inches,  as  one  may  say.    But 
when  his  fate  is  once  settled  his  mind  is  easji 
and  it 's  only  a  jump  and  a  kick,  and  then  aD's 
over ! — and  he  gets  rest  at  last;     I  heard  the 
parson  say  to  the  sheriff,  just  before  the  last 
three  were  turned  o£^  that  they  all  felt  veiy 
comfortable  T 

Mark's  ideas  did  not  exactly  coincide  with 
those  of  the  constable  in  respect  to  die  comfint 
of  being  hanged,  but  he  did  not  care  to  contest 
the  point  at  that  moment;  but  he  thought  that 
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he  might  venture  to  try  how  far  his  custodian 
was  cajoleable.  Holding  up  his  hands,  he  said 
in  a  peevish  tone : — 

These  things  fret  me  a  good  deaL'' 
Darbies  worry  you?     Sony  for  that;  but 
they  are  always  complained  of;— it's  unpleasant 
to  have  the  hands  confined,  I  know." 

**  What 's  the  use  of  them/  said  Mark,  in  a 
careless  way.  *'  You  are  three  to  one— and  I 
,am  without  arms." 

'^  It  saves  trouble,  Mark ;  I  would  oblige  you 
if  I  could,  with  all  my  heart:  but  you  know^ 
it 's  regular,  and  it  wouldn't  do  to  take  'em  off — 
especially  with  you,  Mark." 

"  What !  are  you  afraid  of  me?"  said  the  Bush- 
ranger tauntingly ;  *'  three  to  one,  and  afraid  of 
an  unarmed  man!" 

^  Suppose  we  are?  it's  paying  you  a  com- 
pUment  It 's  not  every  day  in  the  week 
that  we  meet  with  such  an  out-«nd-out  file 
as  yoa!  Excuse  me,  Mark;  but  duty's 
duty." 

"  Surely !  but  your  first  duty  i&  to  yourself; 
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that 's  common  sense  all  over  the  woild^''  said 
Hark. 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  that?* 

*'  A  hundred  golden  sovereigns  are  not  to  be 
earned  easily  T 

'^Whatisthattomer 

**  It  may  be  a  hundred  pounds  to  you^  if  yon 
liker 

"  No  go»  Mark ;  duty 's  duty." 

*^  I've  got  a  plant/'  said  Marik ;  *^  peifaaps  two 
hundred  of  the  yellow  boys  could  be  foood 
there  at  a  pinch." 

*^  Where?* 

''  In  a  secret  place.'' 

<'  But  where  is  the  secret  place/'  asked  the 
constable : — ''  Excuse  me  for  asking.* 

<<  Excuse  me/'  replied  Brandon,  <*bQt  if  I 
was  to  tell  you,  don't  you  see  that  the  place 
would  no  longer  be  secret." 

*^  It  doesn't  concern  me ;  duty  is  dnty.-*- 
Did  you  say  that  the  two  hundred  poiuids  are 
all  in  gold?" 
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AU  soTereigna ;  and  they  may  be  youis  if 
you  like." 

'*  Can't,  Mail — can't  indeed ;  but  if  loosen- 
ing  them  a  little,  just  to  ease  you,  out  of 
humanity  as  the  saying  is,  why,  I  don't  care 
if  I  go  as  £Eur  as  that.  But  money  first,  you 
know,  Mark;  business  is  business  as  the 
saying  is  ;  and  there's  nothing  like  the 
ready." 

**  What  sort  of  fellows  are  the  soldiers  who 
are  with  you  ?"  asked  Brandon. 

''Stupid  as  hounds;  no  use  trying  them. 
It  'a  the  Major  this,  and  the  Major  that,  all  the 
way  along ;  they  have  no  idea  but  just  obeying 
orders ;  they  would  slap  at  me  as  soon  as  you 
if  they  thought  I  was  playing  them  fidse." 

''Tou  agree  then;  two  hundred  and  the 
darbies  off." 

''I  thought  you  said  three  hundred?" 

"No:  two  hundred." 

'*  I  couldn't— I  couldn't  indeed  ;  I  have 
my  duty  to  do,  and  if  I  was.  to  lose  my  situ- 


ation.   •    •    • 
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^  Gome,*  atid  Brandon,  irho  did  not 
to  lose  the  opportunity  of  taking  the  constable 
in  the  mind:  '*Iwill  deal  on  the  square  with 
you.  The  truth  is  there  are  three  hundred 
sorereigns,  and  in  one  irord  they  shall  be 
yours." 

**  I  mustn't  take  the  darbiea  off,  that  would 
be  against  duty;  but  I  will  loosen  them  for 
you  if  they  are  too  tight,  and  hurt  yoo;-*I 
may  do  that.  But  it's  all  yerj  well,  Mark,  to 
talk  of  three  hundred  sovereigns !  Where  sie 
they  P    That's  the  question  P* 

''Loosen  the  cuA,  aad  I  promise  you  to 
bare  them  at  a  certain  spot  by  a  certain  day, 
where  you  can  take  them.*' 

''Don't  doubt  your  word,  Mark;  eTeiycme 
says  that  yon  are  a  perfect  gentleman  and, 
except  murder  and  robbeiyand  that,  whidil 
allow  a  gentleman  is  sometimes  forced  to  do, 
that  you  never  harmed  a  soul,  and  always  were 
a  man  of  your  word.  But  dnty^  duty;  and, 
as  you  say,  Mark,  the  first  duty  gE  a  man  is  to 
himself;  and  so  the  long  and  the  short  of  it  is 
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oflfeDce  to  70a— but  it  most  be  monqr 

^Agreed:  you  have  no  objecdon  to  go 
nmnd  by  the  Bay  to  the  Sound  ?*' 

^  The  Bay  !  i?vhere  the  brig  was  that  you  got 
poaaeasion  of  so  cleverly  ?'* 

^*  The  aame.*' 

«  What 's  that  for  T 

^  Because  the  money  lies  that  way." 

The  constable  objected  that  it  was  a  long 
way  round;  and  that  such  a  departure  from 
their  direct  way  to  camp  would  excite  suspi* 
cioiiy  and  the  two  soldiers^  he  thought,  might 
turn  rusty.  But  Brandon  iuTcnted  an  excuse, 
which  was  sufficient  to  blind  them  as  to  the  real 
object.  He  pretended  to  give  information  of 
the  Major's  daughter  who,  he  said,  had  been 
confine^  by  him  in  a  cave  near  the  southern 
coast  of  the  island. 

Aa  the  soldiers  had  received  orders  to  look 
cot  for  Miss  Horton  in  their  search  for  the 
Buahranger,  they  readily  assented  to  the  pror 
posal  for  her. release;  and  the  more  cheerfully. 
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as  they  were  aware  that  Mr.  TVerar,  who  was 
one  of  their  officersi  was  ezoeediogly  anziooB 
to  lecoyer  the  young  lady. 

They  diverged  from  the  straight  coarse 
accordingly,  keeping  to  the  right,  passing 
round  the  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  and  by  the  goige^ 
through  the  tier  of  hills^  till  they  reached  the 
border  of  the  Bay. 

The  constable  was  exceedingly  asdduous  in 
endeayouring  to  worm  out  from  his  prisoner 
where  the  treasure  was  ''  planted ;"  and  it  was 
not  difficult  for  Brandon  to  penetrate  that  tbs 
official  n^ue  would  have  no  more  scruple  in 
betraying  him  than  his  late  associate.  He  saw, 
therefore,  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  con- 
trive some  counteq>lot  to  out-manceuvxe  his 
pretended  ally.  Manacled,  however,  as  he  wi% 
the  difficulties  against  which  he  would  have  to 
contend,  he  was  aware,  were  almost  insoi^ 
mountable.  However,  he  trusted  to  the  fei^ 
tility  of  his  invention,  and  to  his  j^mpci- 
tude,  to  take  advantage  of  all  circumstances 
in  his  fiivour  to  recover  his  liberty. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


THB  BUSHBiillGBB's  TRAP. 


Thb  erening  had  drawn  to  a  close ;  darkness 
was  coming  on,  and  they  prepared  to  settle 
themselves  for  the  night.  For  this  the  cave 
formed  a  convenient  resting-place,  and  they 
took  possession  of  it  accordingly. 

The  civil  power  and  the  military  kept 
watch  by  turns;  the  soldiers  took  the  first 
two  watches^  the  constable  the  last  The  Bush- 
ranger lay  handcuffed  within ;  '  the  constable 
reclined  at  the  entrance.  The  time  was  now 
come  when,  in  accordance  with  their  plan,  the 
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BaBhranger  was  to  be  allowed  to  effSect  his 
escape  in  return  for  the  bribe  of  three  hundred 
sovereigns. 

When  the  two  soldiers  were  sound  asleep, 
the  constable  made  a  sign  to  the  Bushranger, 
who,  stepping  lightly  over  the  bodies  of  Ae 
sleeping  men,  came  'to  the  outside,  and  crept 
sofUy  away,  followed  closely  by  the  constable 
with  his  loaded  musket.  When  they  had  got 
to  a  little  distance  the  Bushranger  stopped. 

"Where  is  it?"  said  the  constable. 

"  Tou  must  take  off  my  handcuffi  before 
.  you  can  get  it" 

"  liOt  me  see  the  money  first" 

They  had  now  arrived  at  the  fool  of  the 
tree  in  which  Brandon  had  deposited  the 
Major's  money.    He  hesitated  for  a  momait; 

bat  he  wisely  considered  that  if  he  was  hanged 

* 

the  money  would  be  a  dead  loss ;  whereas,  it 
would  be  well  bestowed,  or  that  portion  of  it, 
;«t  least,  which  he  had  bargained  to  give,  in 
paving  his  neck  firom  the  halter.  He  made 
.up  his  mind  accordingly ;  not  witbout  weigh- 
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ing  beforehand,  however,  the  dilemma  in 
which  the  constable  woald  be  placed  when  he 
became  informed  of  the  secret. 

'^  The  gold/'  said  the  Bushranger,  **  is  within 
the  hollow  tnmk  of  this  tree*" 

"How  is  it  to  be  got  at?" 

'^Take  off  my  handcufis,  and  I  will  get  it." 

**  It  won't  do,  Mark ;  I  'm  too  old  a  hand  to 
be  taken  in  that  way." 

**  Dien  go  down  the  hollow  and  get  it  your- 
self." 

The  constable  did  not  like  the  looks  of  it. 
It  was  night ;  and  if  he  lost  sight  of  Mark,  he 
i&ight  make  off  and  elude  all  pnrsnit ;  on  the 
other  hand,  if  he  once  took  off  the  handcuffs  ? 
Hark  was  a  powerfhl  and  a  desperate  man  1 
^Diat  was  too  great  a  risk.  What  was  he  to 
do  then  ?  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  An 
idea  stmek  him :  now  that  he  was  possessed 
^f  the  secret,  he  might  laugh  at  Mark  I 

^I  will  have  no  more  to  do  with  it,"  he 
^ ;  ^  duty  is  duty,  and  I  Ve  changed  my 
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Mark  had  already  foreseen  that  he 
attempt  to  hack  oat  of  the  agreement  that 
way,  and  so  keep  his  prisoner,  and  secore  the 
money  another  time.  He  was  prepared, 
therefore,  with  an  answer,  which  he  made 
qnietly  and  coolly : — 

*^  If  yon  shirk  from  onr  hai^ain,  I  will  tell 
the  soldiers  where  the  treasure  is,  and  they 
shall  secure  it;  so  that,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  you  will  not  touch  a  single  piece  of 
the  gold  that  way ;  besides,  I  may  think  it  my 
duty  to  mention  this  litde  inegnlarity  of 
your's  to  those  you  would  not  like  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  it.    Take  your  choice/' 

"You  shall  go  down,"  said  the  constable, 
desperately,  "  and  get  them.  I  will  help  you 
up  the  tree,  and  let  you  down  into  the  hollow, 
and  when  you  are  there  I  can  unlock  yoor 
cnffii  and  you  can  hand  me  up  the  money." 

"  Do  it  quickly,  then,"  said  Brandon. 

The  constable  helped  him  up  the  tree. 
When  he  was  at  the  bottom  he  kicked  his  feot 
against  the  bag  of  sovereigns ;  the  jingle  of 
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the  coin  excited  the  constable's  capidit  j  to  the 
highest  pitch* 

^*  Hand  'em  up,  Mark  I  Look  sharp !" 

^  I  can't  with  my  handcuffs  on."  He  kicked 
his  foot  against  the  gold  again ;  the  sovereigns 
returned  a  rich  mellow  sound.  The  constable 
considered  that  he  had  his  prisoner  safe  within 
the  tree,  like  a  rat  in  a  trap.  There  could  be 
no  danger  in  loosening  the  handcuffs,  Ex- 
tending his  arms  down  the  hollow  while  the 
Bushranger  held  his  wrists  up,  he  unlocked 
them. 

"  Now,  where's  the  money  ?" 

'^  I  will  give  it  to  you  when  I  am  out.  The 
yellow  boys  are  all  safe  in  my  pocket,  but  the 
weight  is  no  joke.  Lend  me  your  hand  to 
raise  myself  up." 

^  The  money  first,  Mark ;  that  will  lighten 
you." 

"Well  then,"  said  Mark,  "take  it;  put 
your  hands  down,  and  catch  hold  of  the  bag." 

The  constable  stretched  down  his  hands; 
the  Bushranger   seized   them  with  an    iron 
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grasp,  and,  with  a  sodden  wrench,  he  dragged 
the  constable  head-foremost  into  the  hoUow, 
and,  before  he  had  time  to  struggle  or  cry  oat, 
making  nse  of  him  as  a  step  to  raise  himself 
from  the  bottom,  he  sprang  np  to  the  top,  and 
let  himself  drop  outside.  The  constable  had 
placed  his  gnn  against  the  tree  when  he 
ascended ;  the  bushranger  Ibnnd  it  under  his 
hand  as  he  reached  the  groimd;  he  dotebed 
it  fiercely,  and,  without  losing  a  moment, 
darted  off  into  the  recesses  of  the  bush. 

The  unhappy  constable,  caught  in  his  own 
trap,  remained  with  his  head  downwards  in  a 
most  unpleasant  position  within  the  empty 
trunk ;  but  leaving  him  there  to  get  out  as  1m 
best  may,  our  history  follows  the  adrentuKs 
of  the  ingenious  bushranger. 

Brandoii  now  found  himself  once  m<»e  at 
liberty,  and  never  before  did  liberty  appear  to 
him  so  sweet !  He  had  escaped  an  almost 
certain  and  ignomiaicMis  death;  he  had  re- 
gained Us  treasure ;  and  he  had  anns  for  hk 
defence.    Bounding  oJaog  through  the  woods 
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in  hk  joy,  full  of  life  and  hope,  and  rejoicing 
in  his  strength  and  conning,  he  hastened  on 
his  way  to  place  himself  beyond  discovery, 
before  the  daylight  came  to  assist  his  enemies 
in  their  porsnit 

His  first  thought  was  to  make  for  the  sea- 
coast,  as  being  a  part  of  the  country  never 
traversed,  and  where  he  might  remain  undis- 
covered for  a  long  time,  as  it  abounded  in 
rocks  and  ravines  and  defiles  in  which  a  fugi- 
tive could  easily  conceal  himself.  But  he  had 
not  advanced  many  miles  before  he  came  on 
some  fires,  which  he  presently  perceived  were 
those  of  natives.  On  further  examination,  he 
ascertained  that  there  were  nearly  a  dozen 
hats  or  breakwinds,  so  disposed  as  to  betoken 
that  one  of  the  native  tribes  had  made  it  their 
temporary  dwelling-place. 

Being  well  acquainted  with  the  wonderful 
sagacity  of  the  blacks  in  tracking  the  faintest 
footstep  in  the  bush,  and  guessing  that  his 
enemies  would  endeavour  to  avail  themselves 
of  such  assistance  in  their  pursuit  of  him,  he 
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ielt  that  it  was  perflona  to  lurk  in  the  Tiemity 
of  such  dangerous  neighbours ;  and  he  deter- 
mined to  stick  to  his  original  plan  of  gaining 
the  remote  and  unireqnented  district  cf  the 
north-west  part  of  the  island,  until  the  hotsess 
of  the  pursuit  should  be  abated,  and  himself 
partially  forgotten. 

To  this  course  he  was  in  some  measure 
determined  by  his  desire  to  discover  the  girl 
whom  he  had  lost  at  the  fight  of  the  Sugar- 
Loaf  Hill ;  and  as  he  had  learned  that  she 
had  not  reached  the  town,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  natives  had  carried  her  off,  and  that 
the  footmark  which  he  had  observed  amidst 
their  tracks  was  hers.  He  proceeded,  there- 
fore, in  that  direction,  and  rapidly  traversed 
the  country,  with  which  he  was  now  wi^  ae- 
quainted,  taking  care  to  keep  a  good  look-oot, 
and  to  avoid  passing  over  dear  ground  as 
much  as  possible,  where  his  figure  mi^t  be 
marked  by  an  observer. 

The  weight  of  the  gold  and  the  dollars, 
however,  embarrassed  him  greatly,  and  he 
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foand  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
keep  up  his  pace  with  such  an  inconvenient 
load.  He  buried  them  therefore,  in  a  secure 
place,  the  bearings  of  which  he  noted,  reserv- 
ing only  fifty  of  the  sovereigns,  which  he  dis- 
posed about  his  person  in  separate  pockets. 

He  was  troubled,  however,  at  one  deficiency 
which  rendered  his  fire-arms  for  the  present 
useless — he  had  no  ammunition.  The  con- 
stable who,  according  to  custom,  had  searched 
his  pockets  for  concealed  weapons,  had  taken 
everything  from  him,  powder  and  bullets,  and 
even  his  clasp-knife,  which  now  would  have 
been  invaluable  to  him  in  the  bush.  He  would 
willingly  have  exchanged,  at  that  moment,  half 
his  treasure  for  powder  and  ball,  knife  and 
compass,  and  such  other  necessaries  as  are 
wanted  in  the  wilderness. 

But  there  was  no  help  for  it ;  and  cherish- 
ing the  single  charge  which  he  had  in  his 
musket,  which,  fortunately,  was  loaded,  and 
guarding  the  priming  from  all  accident,  he 

kept  on  his  way. 

M  2 
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He  travelled  for  two  days,  in  constant  £ear 
of  the  natives  by  day,  and  almost  afraid  to 
sleep  at  night  from  the  fear  of  being  snrprised. 
At  last  he  found  that  his  present  state  of  inse- 
curity was  too  wearing  to  be  endured,  and  lie 
made  up  his  mind  to  visit  the  nearest  stock- 
hut  that  he  could  find,  and  endeavour  to  obtain 
a  supply  of  powder  and  ball.  He  had  plenty 
of  money,  and  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  able 
to  bribe  one  of  the  prisoners  of  the  crown  to 
procure  for  him  what  he  wanted,  as  they  were 
always  ready  to  assist  one  another  in  that  way, 
and  especially  when  anything  was  to  be  got 
by  it. 

With  this  intention  he  endeavoured  to  guess 
his  route  to  a  certain  part  of  the  Big  Biver, 
where  he  knew  there  was  a  stock-hut,  and 
where  it  was  likely  that  the  stock-keepen 
would  be  provided  with  arms,  and,  of  coarse, 
with  powder,  as  they  were  liable  in  that  out* 
station  to  be  attacked  by  the  natives.  But  he 
had  not  travelled  more  than  a  dozen  miles, 
when,  on  gaining  the  sununit  of  a  low  bare 
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hill,  he  perceived  three  men  on  the  plain 
below,  who,  he  immediately  perceived,  were 
soldiers,  and  who,  he  had  no  doubt,  were  in 
pursuit  of  him. 

He  now  felt  forcibly  the  danger  to  which  he 
was  exposed.  The  Government,  he  had  no 
doubt,  had  adopted  the  plan  of  sending  out 
many  small  parties  of  two  and  three  to  spread 
themselves  over  the  .country,  so  as  to  keep 
him  perpetually  harassed,  and  to  wear  him 
out  with  continual  fear  and  exhaustion.  To 
attempt  to  approach  the  settlements,  there- 
fore, under  such  circumstances,  was  to  run 
into  the  lion's  mouth  ;  but,  as  ammunition 
was  absolutely  indispensable,  for  without  it  he 
was  liable  at  any  hour  to  be  massacred  by  the 
natives,  he  conceived  a  project  as  novel  as  it 
was  daring.  He  resolved  to  steal  one  of  the 
soldiers*  cartouche-boxes.  He  manoeuvred 
accordingly. 

He  saw  at  once  that  the  top  of  the  hill 
where  he  was  lying  was  directly  in  the  soldiers' 
course ;  and  he  felt  sure  that  they  would  ascend 


166  THE  BU8HHANGER*S  TBAP. 

it  for  the  convenience  of  looking  about  them. 
He  instantly  ran  along  the  side  of  the  rise  iall 
he  gained  a  thick  covert  where  it  was  easj  to 
conceal  himself,  and  which  commanded  a  yiew 
of  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill  to  that  on  which 
the  soldiers  were  advancing. 

As  he  ealcalated,  the  soldiers  ascended  the 
hill  and  surveyed  the  country  on  all  sides; 
their  orders  were  to  search  in  the  direcdon 
of  the  west ;  but  in  an  uninhabited  coontiy, 
where  all  the  country  is  waste,  they  had  not 
much  hope  of  falling  in  with  the  two  bush- 
rangers,  who  were  supposed  to  be  out,  accord- 
ing to  Trevor's  information ;  and  if  they  had 
not  been  stimulated  by  the  reward  they  would 
not  have  taken  any  extraordinary  trouble  in 
a  task  which  to  them  seemed  almost  hopeless. 

But  in  general  the  military  liked  to  be  in- 
vested with  a  roving  commission  in  the  bush, 
as  it  relieved  them  from  the  tedium  of  barrack- 
drill,  and  allowed  them  to  be  masters,  so  &r, 
of  their  own  time  and  motions.  Besides,  thej 
were  always  sure  to  be  welcomed  cordially  by 
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the  settlers,  and  to  be  regaled  with  the  best 
that  could  be  set  before  them.  But  the  duty 
of  penetrating  into  an  unsettled  part  of  the 
interior  was  a  different  affair*  There,  nothing 
was  to  be  met  with  but  natives;  and  there  was 
nothing  to  cheer  or  direct  them  in  their  wan* 
derings. 

In  the  present  case  they  beheld  a  wild  and 
nncultivated  country,  presenting  an  appear- 
ance of  the  most  romantic  beauty.  Green 
hill  and  green  dale,  for  it  was  the  spring-time 
of  the  year,  the  only  season  in  which  the 
dusky  brown  aspect  of  an  Australian  land- 
scape is  divested  of  its  usual  autumnal  tint, 
met  the  eye  on  every  side.  Stately  trees^ 
mingling  their  fresh  green  leaves  with  their 
brown  and  yellow  winter  foliage  interspersed 
with  pink,  and  but  sparingly  scattered  over 
a  magnificent  plain,  gave  to  the  scenery  a 
magnificent  park-like  air,  which  induced  the 
spectator  to  expect  that  there  must  be  some 
princely  mansion  near  to  correspond  with 
the  vastness  of  the  unenclosed  lands  around; 
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while  the  want  of  fSum-honses^or  cottages, 
and  the  feeling  of  the  absence  of  any  in- 
habitant of  these  fertile  spots,  inspired  a 
sensation  of  regret  that  such  valuable  do- 
mains should  remain  uncultiyated  and  useless, 
and  almost  unknown,  while  there  were  so 
many  able  and  willing  hands  in  England 
whose  labour  would  soon  turn  the  melancholy 
waste  of  the  wilderness  into  smiling  corn-fields, 
and  thriving  viUages. 

The  soldiers,  however,  to  whom  this  scene 
was  presented  at  that  time,  had  their  thoughts 
otherwise  employed.  Their  only  object  was 
to  discover  the  parties  of  whom  they  were  in 
search.  Seeing  that  they  were  in  a  good 
position  to  observe  any  moving  thing  for  some 
distance  round,  they  made  a  halt,  and  reposed 
themselves.  Their  leader  looked  at  the  com- 
pass which  he  carried,  and  consulted  with  his 
comrades.  After  about  two  hours'  rest,  they 
moved  on. 

The  bushranger  kept  them  in  sight,  and 
followed  them.    It  was  now  towards  the  close 
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of  the  day,  and  he  guessed  that  the  soldiers 
would  seek  for  a  conyenient  spot  to  rest  for 
the  night,  near  some  spring  or  stream  of 
water. 

There  was  a  small  rivulet  at  the  bottom  of 
a  hill  about  two  miles  distant,  and  it  was  there 
that  they  cast  off  their  knapsacks,  and  set 
about  making  themselves  comfortable  for  the 
night  They  lighted  a  fire,  for  they  had  no 
care  for  being  discovered,  or  fear  of  being 
mastered,  and,  producing  some  provisions, 
began  their  supper. 

The  bushranger  kept  them  in  view,  and 
observed  all  their  proceedings ;  but  as  it  was 
necessary  for  the  dark  to  set  in  before  he 
could  put  his  design  in  execution,  he  waited 
patiently  for  the  night. 

Had  the  soldiers  been  aware  of  who  was 
watching  them  so  sedulously,  they  would  not, 
perhaps,  have  eaten  their  supper  so  heartily, 
nor  joked  so  merrily.  But,  soldier-like,  they 
cared  only  for  the  present,  and  thought  nothing 
of  the  morrow. 
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CHAPTEB  XII, 


THB  FALSE  FIBE. 


Whiuz  his  pursuers  were  enjoyiiigtheir  carouse 
of  cold  mutton  and  damper  which  they  took 
from  their  knapsacks  and  of  fresh  water  wkitk 
they  drank  from  the  rivulet,  the  Bushranger 
went  on  with  his  subtle  stratagem.  Knowing 
wdl  that  soon  after  dark,  or,  at  all  eTent8»  at 
some  time  during  the  night,  the  soldiers  wodd 
look  oat  for  the  fire  of  any  wanderer  in  the 
bush,  he  oontriyed  his  plan  accordingly* 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  spot  where  the 
soldiers  had  established  thenoiselYes  for  the 
night,  he  prepared  some  dry  brush-wood  on 
which  he  heaped  one  or  two  large  logs  of 
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dead  timber,  so  as  to  famish  the  materiak  for 
a  prompt  and  condderable  fire. 

Bat  here  a  difficulty  occurred.  He  had  no 
means  of  settmg  light  to  it !  He  had  only  one 
charge  of  powder,  and  if  he  burnt  his  priming 
for  the  purpose  of  igniting  any  dry  material, 
it  would  involye  the  discharge  of  his  musket ; 
and  not  only  would  the  report  prematurely 
alarm  his  enemies  but  would  leave  him  with- 
out the  defence  of  his  shot.  But  as  the  case 
WBS  desperate  he  was  obliged  to  risk  some- 
thing. 

Carefully  removing  the  priming  he  screwed 
it  up  in  a  little  piece  of  paper  which  he  placed 
in  his  waistcoat  pocket.  Then  covering  the 
touch-hole  and  the  pan  securely  with  another 
piece  of  paper  twice  folded  he  placed  on  it  a 
piece  of  dry  punk  which  he  had  previously 
gathered  from  a  tree,  and  snapped  his  flint 
over  it. 

The  sparks  fidling  on  the  punk  instantly 
ignited  it  without  causing  the  discharge  of  his 
piece ;  and  by  this  means,  by  carefully  blowing 
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on  the  tinder  which  he  snrroanded  with  dead 
leares,  he  quickly  raised  a  flame  and  set  ligbt 
to  his  fire.  When  he  saw  that  it  was  fiurly 
alight,  having  returned  his  priming  to  its 
proper  place  in  the  pan  of  the  lock,  he  pro- 
ceeded as  quickly  as  he  could,  confiastently 
with  preserving  silence  in  his  morements,  to  a 
point  where  he  could  observe  the  proceedings 
of  the  soldiers. 

They  remained  lying  on  the  ground  for 
some  time  by  their  fire,  but  at  last  what  the 
Bushranger  foresaw  came  to  pass.  One  of 
them  got  up,  and  looking  to  his  firelock  to  see 
that  it  was  in  good  order,  left  the  other  two, 
with  the  intention  as  the  Bushranger  did  not 
doubt,  and  as  was  the  custom  in  such  ex- 
peditions, to  look  out  for  any  fire  which  the 
runaway  in  the  bush  sometimes  incautioiisly 
lights. — Mark  dogged  him ;  and  when  the 
escort  got  to  the  top  of  the  low  hill  whieh 
was  between  the  two  fires,  he  observed  that 
he  stopped,  peered  about  curiously,  and  ad- 
vancing slowly  with   his  musket  ready,  ap- 
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proached  nearer  to  the  strange  fire  to  make 
his  observation. 

The  scout  was  well  on  his  guard  as  to  what 
was  before  him,  but  he  forgot  that  it  was  pos- 
sible there  might  be  danger  also  behind  him. — 
The  Bushranger  followed  him  closely. 

The  soldier  was  a  brave  fellow  and  had  no 
fear  about  him ;  he  was  alone ;  in  a  strange 
part  of  the  country ;  if  it  were  the  bushrangers 
who  had  lighted  the  fire  it  was  two  to  one,  and 
Mark  Brandon  was  well  known  to  be  skilful 
and  resolute ;  but  he  did  not  like  to  return  to 
his  comrades  with  the  bare  news  of  a  fire ;  he 
wanted  to  know  more — whether  it  was  a  fire 
made  by  the  natives  or  whom  ?  With  this  view 
he  descended  the  slope  of  the  hill. 

The  hill  was  dotted  with  stunted  trees  and 
brush-wood^  and  the  soldier  took  care  to  avail 
himself  of  their  shelter  to  cover  his  advance 
which  he  did  most  adroitly;  the  Bushranger 
quite  admired  his  address^  at  the  same  time  that 
he  took  advantage  of  the  same  cover  to  conceal 
bis  own  motions  in  the  rear.    When  the  sol- 
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dier  got  within  masket  shot  of  the  strange  fire  he 
halted,  and  was  surprised  to  see  no  one  near  it 

He  concluded^  at  once,  that  this  was  the 
boshrangers'  fire;  and  that  they  had  sighted 
the  fire  of  his  own  party  and  had  decamped 
without  beat  of  drum. 

He  applauded  his  own  sagacity  in  detecting 
this  fact,  although  he  was  exceedingly  disap- 
pointed that  no  bushranger  was  near.  Un- 
happily for  him  there  was  one  nearer  than  he 
supposed ;  for  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  turn- 
ing to  acquaint  his  comrades  with  the  amount 
of  his  discoveiy,  he  found  his  firelock  suddenly 
twisted  out  of  his  hands,  and  himself  sainted 
the  instant  after  with  a  stunning  Mow  on  the 
head,  which  laid  him  senselees  on  the  grass. 

The  Bushranger  threw  himself  on  the  body 
to  stifle  any  cry  of  the  prostrate  man,  but  it 
uras  unnecessary ; — the  soldier  lay  without  sense 
or  motion ;  and  Mark  without  losing  a  mo- 
ment's time,  transferred  the  contents  of  his 
cartouche  box  to  his  own  pockets;  caiing  nothing 
for  the  box  itself,  which  he  knew  was  an  en- 
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cambnusce,  and  securing  only  the  cartridges. 
Bnt^  elated  with  this  exploit,  he  thought  that  he 
might  be  able  to  do  better  still. 

He  had  no  doubt  that  the  soldiers'  comrades, 
surprised^  and  perhaps  alarmed  at  their  scout's 
continued  absence,  would  leave  their  fire  to 
seek  him ;  and  he  waited  for  their  coming  in 
order  to  put  in  execution  the  next  part  of 
his  scheme.  But  after  lying  in  ambush  half 
an  hour  and  seeing  no  sign  of  them,  he  thought 
he  would  quicken  their  motions  by  another 
device. 

He  went  back  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  dis- 
charged his  own  musket.  This  he  had  no 
doubt  would  soon  bring  them  upon  him ;  and 
hastening  down  the  slope  to  where  the  soldier 
was  lying,  he  dischai^d  the  soldier's  firelock  a 
httle  while  after.  Then  taking  a  little  circuit, 
he  hastened  to  the  spot  which  the  two  soldiers 
had  left  on  hearing,  as  they  supposed,  the  re- 
port of  their  comrade's  musket,  who  they 
guessed  was  engaged  with  an  enemy  and  wanted 
their  immediate  assistance. 
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In  their  haste  they  left  their  knapsacks  be- 
hind them  as  unnecessary  encumbrances  in  t 
rapid  movement,  and  which  the  Bushranger 
quickly  emptied  of  their  contents,  taking  with 
him  what  he  thought  worth  while  to  cany 
away,  which  he  deposited  in  one  of  the  knap- 
sacks ;  and  so  provided,  and  rejoicing  in  tlie 
success  of  his  plot,  he  made  the  best  of  his  way 
off,  directing  his  course  as  well  as  he  ooold 
judge  by  night,  towards  the  western  coast 

He  travelled  all  night ;  and  it  was  not  nndl 
he  had  placed,  as  he  reckoned,  at  least  twenty 
miles  between  him  and  the  soldiers,  that  he 
drew  up.  He  feasted  well  upon  the  provisions 
which  he  had  taken  from  the  knapsados; 
wrapped  his  precious  cartridges,  of  which  he 
counted  twenty-nine,  more  carefully  in  sepa* 
rate  parcels  so  as  to  preserve  them  from  being 
chafed,  and  prepared  to  pursue  his  way. 

He  felt  a  sense  of  loneliness,  howefer, 
greater  than  he  had  ever  experienced  befere; 
and  the  country  seemed  more  dreary  and 
melancholy  than  usual.     But  this  he  attribated 
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to  the  great  fatigue  and  mental  anxiety  to 
which  be  had  been  constantly  exposed ;  but  he 
longed  for  some  companion  with  whom  he  might 
interchange  a  few  words.  He  dreaded  a  life  of 
solitariness  in  the  bush.  He  began  seriously 
to  consider  whether  he  could  join  the  natives 
and  become  head  of  a  tribe^  so  as  to  have  some 
companions  or  subjects  at  least 

But  he  recoiled  from  that  sort  of  association ; 
besides,  he  feared  their  treachery.  One  thing, 
however,  he  was  resolved  on ;  to  endeavour  to 
find  the  giri  whom  the  natives  had  carried  away. 
And  perhaps,  she  might  entertain  favourable 
feelings  towards  the  man  who  should  deliver 
her  from  their  clutches — ^feelings  of  gratitude^- 
of  something  more  perhaps?  Women  were 
always  gratefril  to  their  preservers  I  at  any  rate 
he  was  resolved  to  seek  for  her  at  any  risk,  and 
to  attempt  her  deliverance  at  all  hazards. 

This  lesolotion  served  to  reanimate  him. 
There  was  an  object  in  view ;  something  to 
hope  for;  something  to  live  for— even  in  the 
bush.    He  continued  his  v^y  more  cheerfully* 

VOL.  in.  N 
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He  travelled  fast  and  finnly  all  that  day 
but  lie  began  to  be  puzzled  as  to  the  right 
direction.  His  flight  by  night  had  led  him  astnj 
considerably.  He  began  to  doubt  if  he  had 
actually  made  any  real  progress,  for  the  countiy 
in  the  evening  seemed  to  have  the  same  chft- 
meter  as  it  had  in  the  morning.  His  mind  be- 
gan to  be  a  little  confused;  besides,  he  was 
faint  and  hungry,  for  he  had  eaten  very  little 
that  day.  He  thought  he  might  safely  kill  t 
kangaroo. 

This  he  had  no  difficulty  in  doing  as  there 
were  plenty  about.  He  kindled  a  fire  and  made 
a  hearty  meal.  But  thinking,  that,  possibly 
some  one  of  the  parties  in  pursuit  of  him  mig^t 
have  observed  the  smoke,  he  removed  to  die 
distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  spot,  and 
finding  a  convenient  place  for  his  purpose,  be 
made  the  best  shelter  he  could  of  boughs  and 
leaves  and  settled  himself  for  the  night  He 
had  grave  misgivings  of  having  lost  the  ^  lie  " 
of  the  country;  but  he  determined  to  watch 
carefully  the  point  at  which  the  sun  rose  when 
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the  day    broke,   so    as    to   start  fair  in   the 
morning. 

He  passed  the  night  very  uncomfortably,  for 
rain  had  come  on,  and  the  boaghs  under  which 
he  lay  were  not  close  enough  to  protect  him 
from  the  wet  However,  the  lock  of  his  musket 
had  been  kept  dry,  and  his  cartridges  were  all 
right,  so  he  did  not  much  care  for  the  rest. 
But  soon  after  daylight  appeared,  as  he  was 
standing  before  the  thicket  from  which  he  had 
emei^d,  he  was  startled  by  the  apparition  of  a 
huge  kangaroo  bounding  past  him,  closely 
followed  by  two  dogs  ! 

He  had  hardly  secreted  himself  behind  the 

bushes,  before  a  horseman  galloped  past,  whom, 

at  a  glance,  he  recognised  as  Major  Horton ! 

The  Bushranger  saw  that  there  was  danger 

abroad,  and  he  began  to  look  about  him  for 

the  most  &TOurable  line  of  retreat.    But  before 

he  could  make  up  his  mind,  for  he  feared  that  his 

pursuers  were  close  and  round  about  him,  the 

dogskilled  the  game  in  his  sight,  notabove  ahun- 

dred  yards  from  the  place  of  his  concealment. 

N  2 
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The  Major  immediately  alighted,  and  throw- 
ing his  horse's  rein  over  the  branch  of  a  tree 
close  by,  advanced  towards  the  dead  kangaroo, 
while  the  dogs  sat  up  panting  by  its  side,  wait- 
ing for  the  share  of  the  game  which  it  is  osoal 
for  the  sportsman  to  give  diem  for  their  eo- 
couragement* 

The  Boshranger  kept  close  to  his  covert, 
hardly  venturing  to  hope  that  he  should  be  on- 
discovered,  and  resolved  to  seU  his  life  as  deaily 
as  possible.  In  the  mean'time,  the  dogs  having 
been  regaled  with  the  slight  snack,  which  on 
such  occasions  is  moderated  so  as  to  whet  their 
appetites  without  incapacitating  tfaem  by  a  foil 
meal  for  fiurther  naming^  began  to  hunt  aboot 
again  in  ctides,  and  one  of  themcmeliing  at  the 
thicket  in  whidi  the  Bushranger  was  concealed, 
made  ^  a  point,"  and  set  up  a  peculiar  uriuae 
indicative  of  his  having  made 
discovery. 
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Thb  Bushranger  cursed  the  hound  in  his 
heart,  and  would  willingly  have  strangled  him 
if  he  could  have  got  him  within  his  reach ; 
but  the  sagacious  dog  was  too  wary  to  be 
caught,  and  presently  it  began  to  bark.  This 
excited  the  other  who  began  to  bark  also; 
and  the  Major's  attention  being  attracted  to 
tlie  bush,  he  took  a  pair  of  pistols  from  the 
holsters  of  his  saddle  and  advanced  towards  it. 
It  was  a  dangerous  moment  for  the  Major, 
and  the  Bushranger  was  aware  of  his  advan- 
tage; he  might  have  shot  him  easily. — But 
from  some  invincible  repugnance  to  shoot  the 
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father  of  the  girl  whose  recovery  was  the  sole 
object  of  his  thoughts,  he  could  not  bring  his 
mind  to  resolve  to  pull  the  trigger.  At  the 
same  time  another  means  of  escape  occurred 
to  him  which  he  forthwith  put  in  practice.  He 
suddenly  left  his  hiding-place,  and  the  Major 
to  his  extreme  astonishment  beheld  the  Bash- 
ranger  standing  before  him !  Before  he  had 
time  to. fire,  if  he  had  been  so  disposed,  Mark 
came  forward,  and  in  a  firm  voice,  said : — 

"  Major,  I  surrender  myself  your  prisoner; 
you  are  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour  and 
will  not  insult  a  prostrate  enemy !" 

The  Major  was  a  brave  man,  but  he  could 
not  help  being  a  little  flurried  for  the  moment, 
at  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the  formid- 
able Mark  Brandon,  who  instead  of  resisting, 
as  it  seemed  he  might  have  done,  voluntarily 
surrendered  himself  I — But  quickly  recovering 
his  presence  of  mind,  he  commanded  him— 

"  To  lay  down  his  arms." 

"  Major,"  said  Brandon,  •'  you  must  be 
aware  that  it  was  in  my  power  as  you  ad- 
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vanced  towards  this  thicket,  to  shoot  you  down 
without  danger  to  myself ;  but  honestly,  I  will 
tell  you  that  my  hand  refused  to  commit  a 
murder  on  the  father  of  the  girl  whom  I  now 
bitterly  regret  having  taken  from  your  protec* 
tion. — Sir — you  see  before  you  a  sorrowful  and 
a  repentant  man  I" 

The  Major  was  deceived  by  this  address. 
It  certainly  had  been  in  the  Bushranger's 
power  to  take  his  life,  and  he  had  not  done  it. 
This  argued  flincerity.  Besides,  the  sight  of 
the  Bushranger  and  the  thought  of  his  daugh- 
ter troubled  him.  Brandon  stood  before  him 
in  an  attitude  of  deep  humiliation. 

**  What  has  happened  to  my  daughter,  and 
where  is  she?"  asked  the  Major  in  a  voice 
which  betrayed  the  agitation  which  such  ques- 
tions excited. 

"  She  is  at  hand,"  replied  the  Bushranger 
meekly,  and  with  his  eyes  east  on  the  ground. 

"  And,  villain !"  said  the  Major,  as  he  re- 
luctantly asked  the  fearful  question ;  **  have 
you  respected  her?" 
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**  As  God  IB  my  witness  she  is  «s  pve  u 
when - 

**Sa7  no  nuve,  say  no  moie/'  said  the 
Major ;  **■  lead  me  to  ber." 

^Toa  would  wish,  doabdess,  to  see  kr 
alone?" 

*^  Certainly,  certainly.  I  have  two  eonsts- 
bles  and  three  soldiers  with  me ;  bat  I  hare 
outridden  them." 

^Are  they  all  on  foot?"  asked  the  Bosh- 
ranger,  in  a  humble  tone. 

^  What  matters  it  to  you  how  they  are? 
The  constables  are  mounted  as  well  as  mysd£ 
But  lead  me,  I  say,  at  once  to  my  daughter. 
My  party  will  be  up  presently,  and  then  they 
ean  take  charge  of  you." 

^  As  you  please,  sir ;  I  am  weary  of  tliis 
wretched  life,  and  I  do  not  care  how  soon  it  is 
ended!" 

**  We  will  talk  of  that  by-and-bye.  Firrt 
take  me  to  my  daughter ;  and  your  present 
repentance  and  atonement  shall  be  duly  <^- 
sidered  in  the  proper  quarter." 
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*^ I  plfu^  myself  in  your  haiid%  sir;  if  you 
will  noir  moonty  I  will  take  yon  to  your 
Slighter,  who  is  not  more  than  half  a  mile 
firom  henee.  Allow  me  to  place  yonr  pistols 
Sot  yon  in  the  holsters." 

A  shade  of  suspicion  crossed  the  Major's 
mind  for  the  first  time  at  this  ezcessiyely 
polite  offer,  for  the  talk  abont  his  danghter 
had  thrown  him  off  his  g^ard ;  but  before  he 
conld  bring  his  thoughts  coolly  to  bear  on  the 

« 

extraordinary  conduct  of  the  man,  the  Bush- 
ranger had  reached  his  horse,  as  if  with  the 
intention  of  leading  it  to  the  Major.  The 
Bushranger  loosened  the  horse's  bridle  from 
the  tree,  looked  back  at  the  Major,  and 
touched  his  hat  respectfully.  Then  he  coolly 
tightened  the  horse's  girths ;  and  in  a  moment, 
gathering  up  the  reins,  he  sprung  into  the 
saddle,  and  kissing  his  hand  to  the  major, 
who  was  so  astonished  at  the  utter  audacity  of 
the  stratagem,  that  he  had  not  presence  of 
mind  to  discharge  his  pistols  at  him,  was  off 
like  the  wind ! 
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He  was  only  jnst  in  time ;  for  the  ooih 
stables  now  coming  in  sight,  galloped  ap, 
and  the  Major  explaining  in  half-a-dozen 
words  what  had  taken  place,  they  struck  their 
spurs  into  their  horses'  flanks  and  started  in 
pursuit.  The  Bushranger  looking  back  saw 
the  new  and  dangerous  enemies  that  were 
behind  him,  and  he,  on  his  side,  put  his  hoise 
to  his  speed,  and  the  race  became  hot  and 
strong  between  the  pursued  and  his  pursuers. 

The  Major's  horse  was  a  good  one;  the 
Bushranger  was  a  capital  rider ;  he  had  his 
musket  loaded  in  his  hand ;  plenty  of  cart- 
ridges in  his  pockets ;  he  knew  the  trick  of 
bush-riding  well — ^what  gullies  to  shy,  what 
hills  to  avoid,  and  how  to  take  advantage  of 
the  ground.  He  pressed  on  his  horse  gal- 
lantly. He  had  the  start  by  more  than  half  a 
mile.  The  chances  were  in  his  &your.  He 
felt  confident  in  his  seat ;  and  the  excitement 
of  the  ride  raised  his  spirits  and  called  up  his 
courage* 

The  constables,  too,  were  well  mounted;  the 
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Major  had  taken  care  of  that  before  he  left 
camp.  Their  prize  was  in  view ;  the  reward 
was  almost  within  their  grasp  ;  and  their 
minds  being  undistracted  by  the  thought  of 
ihe  course  they  should  take,  their  whole  ener- 
gies were  bent  to  follow  on,  and  they  did  not 
lose  an  inch  of  ground.  They,  too,  felt  the 
excitement  of  the  chase ;  they  had  often 
hunted  wild  cattle,  but  they  never  had  hunted 
a  bushranger  before  I 

On  went  the  Bushranger  ;  leaping  over 
dead  trees  ;  crashing  through  bushes ;  and 
continually  bending  his  body  parallel  with  his 
horse*s  back  to  avoid  the  many  overhanging 
branches  which  interrupted  his  course;  and 
sometimes,  stretching  out  his  right  arm,  by 
the  strength  of  his  powerful  bones  and  mus- 
cles, and  aided  by  the  momentum  of  his  speed, 
wrenching  off  huge  limbs  of  trees  before  him. 
On  followed  his  pursuers,  encouraging  each 
other,  and  trusting  that  some  accident,  some 
trip,  some  obstacle,  would  turn  the  chances  in 
their  favour. 
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Bat  the  Bushranger  bestrode  his  horse  as  if 
the  two  fiMrmed  one  creature ;  he  cheered  luiii 
irith  his  voice^  held  hiia  lightly  but  firioly  ia 
hand,  and  hudMwled  his  strength  by  eveiy 
possible  art  of  horBemanship.  The  noble  ani- 
mal  seemed  to  be  conscioos  of  the  taskrequiied 
of  hioL  He  gathered  up  his  strength,  sod 
with  eyes,  of  fire  and  nostrils  dilated^  he  breasted 
the  way  as  if  rejoicing  in  his  power,  carrying 
his  rider  over  the  perilous  leaps  whidi  the 
Bushranger  put  him  at  to  abridge  the  waj^ 
without  flinching  or  hesitation* 

For  twelve  miles  he  went  on  with  unsbatfd 
speed  till  he  came  to  a  plain  about  two  oiiles 
in  bieadtlu  Here  his  pursuers,  having  a  dear 
view  before  them,  fired  at  him  with  th»r 
pistols,  but  missed  him.  The  Bushrang^ 
heard  the  report  of  their  shots  behind  him; 
and  watching  his  opportunity  when  hb  par* 
snecB  were  close  together,  he  turned  rooad  in 
his  saddle  and  fired  in  his  turn.  His  shot  took 
effect,  slighting  grazing  the  left  side  of  one  of 
the  constables;  but  it  did  not  check  him;  aad 
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the  noise  of  the  fire-arms  stimulating  the  hoiBes 
to  reQe\?ed  speedy  they  kept  on  their  rapid 
course  with  unabated  spirit. 

Brandon  now  had  to  thread  a  diflBcult  forest 
of  close  tracks  of  trees^  often  so  close  together 
that  there  was  not  suflScient  room  even  for  a 
man's  body  to  pass.  Here,  as  he  was  obliged 
to  seek  for  openings,  his  pursuers  gained  on 
him  a  little;  but  at  the  end  of  three  miles  he 
again  saw  the  daylight  of  the  open  country 
beyond,  and  he  urged  his  horse  on  without 
relaxation. 

His  course  now  lay  through  a  beautiful 
country  of  undulating  hill  and  dale,  not  more 
thickly  interspersed  with  majestic  trees  than 
^rs8  consistent  with  its  park-like  scenery.  As 
he  left  this  track  behind  him,  after  a  course  of 
more  than  five  miles,  he  became  aware  that  the 
country  descended,  and  he  anticipated  that  he 
was  approaching  some  low-lying  locality  where 
it  was  likely  that  he  should  meet  unth  some 
lagoon  or  marshy  ground  which  would  be  &tal 
to  him.     But  so  long  as  the  ground  felt  firm 
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Hoder  his  horse's  feet  he  determined  to  pro- 
ceed ;  and  if  ill-luck  should  befall  him  in  the 
shape  of  some  bod;  of  water  or  boggy  soQi  at 
the  worst  he  could  take  his  chance  of  doubling 
on  his  pursuers  at  the  last  moment.  Bat  lus 
mind  misgave  him  that  a  difficulty  was  at 
hand. 

That  which  he  dreaded  appeared  shordy  to 
his  view.  •  From  the  fringe  of  shrubs  whidi 
crossed  the  end  of  the  plain  over  which  he  was 
flying,  he  guessed  that  some  river  was  in  front; 
but  he  could  not  judge  of  the  nature  of  its 
banks,  or  of  its  breadth  or  depth.  Feeling  that 
he  had  a  good  horse  under  him,  he  resolved  to 
swim  it,  hoping  that  those  behind  would  not 
like  to  run  the  risk  of  riding  through  a  rapid 
river,  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  so ;  and  as 
his  pursuers'  weapons  had  already  been  dis- 
charged, trusting  that  he  should  be  able  to  get 
across  before  they  had  presence  of  mind  and 
time  to  load  again. 

Even  while  he  rapidly  revolved  these  thooghts 
he  came  on  the  object  of  his  apprehension ;  his 
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poisaers  also  were  aware  of  it,  and  they  set 
up  a  shout  of  exaltation  at  haying  brought  the 
Bushranger  to  bay — a  shout  which  served  to 
spur  him  on  to  more  desperate  enterprise. 

With  one  glance  he  comprehended  the 
extent  of  the  danger  which  he  had  to  deal 
with.  The  river  was  broad  and  deep,  and 
having  been  swollen  by  recent  rains  in  the 
mountains  from  which  it  took  its  course,  it 
foamed  and  raged  tempestuously  along,  with  a 
fury  which  was  sufficient  to  appal  the  stoutest 
heart,  and  which  scarcely  any  one  but  a  crim- 
inal flying  for  his  life  would  have  dared  to 
encounter. 

Again  the  shouts  of  his  enemies  rung  in  his 
ear  I  They  struck  him  like  the  cries  of  fiends 
winging  their  way  to  his  destruction !  Without 
a  moment's  hesitation  he  struck  his  spurs  into 
his  horse ;  and  in  another  instant  the  horse  and 
his  rider  were  engulphed  and  struggling  in  the 
boiling  stream. 

His  pursuers  now  set  up  another  shout,  but 
the  Bushranger  could  hear  no  sound  but  the 
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water  rnsldng  about  his  ears.  The  eonstafalis 
dashed  on  to  the  twink  of  die  river;  hut, 
appalled  at  the  danger  of  branng  such  a  tocieot, 
they  drew  up  and  stood  aghast  at  the  lenific 
scene !  The  Bushranger,  meanwhile,  was  hur- 
ried down  bj  the  current  at  a  fearfiil  rate,  his 
horse^s  head  only  now  and  then  appearing  above 
the  water;  and  it  was  evident  that  the  poor 
animal,  conscious  of  its  peril,  and  maddened  hj 
the  rushing  of  the  waters,  was  wiAlring  fianiie 
effi>rts  to  disembarass  itself  of  its  rider. 

But  Brandon,  firm  and  cool  even  in  dial 
moment  of  extreme  peril,  kept  his  seat  firmly, 
and  endeavoured  to  turn  his  horse's  besd 
towards  the  opposite  bank.  In  this  he  sdc- 
ceeded ;  but  as  the  tide  continued  to  sweep  im 
down,  he  could  find  no  landing-plaoe,  and  hii 
horse's  strength  was  fast  fiuling  him. 

The  constables,  meanwhile,  followed  hin 
down  the  bank,  and  rechaiged  dieir  ^stxdk 
The  Bushranger  caught  sight  of  them  tmuaiag 
down  their  cartridges,  but  he  did  not  deiptir 
even  then,  for  he  knew  that  a  shot  find  frott 
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honeback,  at  a  moving  object,  seldom  hits  the 

maik.    But  his  horse  now  began  to.  pkmge 

wildly  in  the  water.    He  knew  diat  this  was  the 

last  death-straggle  of  the  galUnt  animal,  but  he 

coold  at  that  time  think,  only  of  himself;  and 

the  desire  of  life  increasing  with  the  danger  of 

losing  it,  he  looked  out  eagerly  for  some  means 

of  extricating  himself  from  the  river. 

FcMTtunately,  as  he  thought,  just  as  his  liprse 

was  mnking  under  him,  he  came  to  a  tree  with 

branches  overhanging  the  torrent    He  grasped 

hold,  of  one  of  them,  and  disengaged  his  feet 

from  the  stirrups;  but  in  accomplishing  this  he 

was  obliged  to  let  go  his  musket,  which  sunk  to 

the  bottom  of  the  water.   It  was  not  without  the 

greatest  di£Sculty,  and  by  an  exertion  of  strength 

which  despair  only  could  have  lent  to  him,  that 

he  was  able  to  swing  himself  up  so  as  lo  bestride 

the  branch.    The  interlaced  boughs  impeding 

his  efforts  to  make  his  way  through  to  the  shore, 

he  found  it  necessary  to  relinquish  his  knapsack, 

which  remained  suspended  on  a  branch  over 

the  water.    He  then  clambered  along  till  he 
VOL.  m,  o 
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leacbed  the  tnmk  of  tlie  tiee;  and,  holdnig  on 
hj  a  bough,  was  in  tbe  act  of  fetting:  hinudf 
diop  on  the  grasiy  when,  the  oooatables  fuing 
t)ogether,  and  the  dutenee  being  notmoie  thm 
twenty  yards  aeroas,  one  of  the  baUa  took  uffwty 
maA  the  Boshranger  &k  Uawdf  stnick  oader 
the  shoulder  on  hisrii^t  ade. 

Not  heediiig  the  woond  fiir  the  moment,  lie 
made  the  best  of  his  way  thiough  the  scnib 
which  lined  that  aide  of  die  river,  and  ooodnoed 
his  coarse  for  sevend  miles  over  dtfknkgroaDd 
tUi  he  came  toa  piecipiloassnd  rodcy  hffl.  He 
dimbed  up  it,  and  fin^ting  a  recess  bduod  s 
jBragment  of  rock  v^re  he  coold  be  hid,  he 
threw  himself  down  ezhsnsted  and  fiunt,  and 
endeavoured  to  ndly  his  spirits  to  decide  on  the 
course  which  he  ahoold  pursue  in  his  picieBt 
extremity. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


▲  KEW  "  DROP," 


The  Bushranger  had  scarcely  concealed  him- 
self in  his  retreat  before  fresh  fears  assailed 
him.  His  wound  bled  fast,  and  his  parsoers 
might  track  him  by  his  own  blood  I 

It  was  true,  that  the  swollen  state  of  the 
riFer  would,  in  all  probability,  prerent  them 
from  crossing  at  that  point.  But  he  calculated 
that  by  ascending  the  bank  of  the  river  towards 
its  source  it  was  likely  that  they  would  find  a 
ford ;  and  then,  being  mounted,  it  would  not 
be  long  before  they  would  be  down  on  him 
again. 

Wounded  and  faint;    without    arms,  and 

o  2 
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without  the  means  of  procuring  food;  too 
weak  to  trarel,  and  beset  by  enemies,  what 
was  he  to  do?  He  was  wet  through,  but 
under  ordinary  circnmstances  he  would  not 
vhaye  cared  for  that.  The  salubrity  of  tbe 
climate  was  such  that  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  wade  through  water  and  let  his  clothes  diy 
on  him  without  feeling  any  inconvenience.— 
But  now  he  was  troubled  by  his  wound,  which 
pained  him  when  it  began  to  stiffen.  The 
bleeding,  however,  had  stopped,  and  the  ball 
had  not  lodged,  but  had  passed  through  him ; 
— ^that  was  lucky. — He  might  escape  yet. 

But  as  his  present  place  of  retreat  was  on- 
safe,  he  determined  to  penetrate  further  to  the 
westward.  It  was  not  without  difficulty  that 
he  was  able  to  drag  himself  along ;  and  after 
he  had  proceeded  two  or  three  miles  he  was 
obliged  to  stop  from  exhaustion. 

He  remained  on  the  ground  for  many 
hours;  but  although  his  body  was  at  rest, 
his  mind  was  at  work«  He  pondered  on  his 
position ; — it  was  a  bad  one !     Look  on  whieh 
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aide  he  would  the  prospect  was  most  gloomy. 
He  was  without  arms,  and  embarrassed  by  a 
painful  wound ;  but  the  pain  was  nothing ;  it 
was  the  hinderance  to  exertion  which  affected 
him.  And  his  right  arm  was  useless;  his 
wound  had  rendered  it  powerless.  He  was 
utterly  defenceless. 

It  then  occurred  to  him  that  to  persist  in 
his  course  westward  was  folly ;  for  weak  and 
wounded  as  he  was,  if  he  fell  in  with  the 
natives  he  dould  make  no  defence ;  he  could 
not  eyen  wield  a  club.  He  had  a  strange 
reluctance  to  abandon  that  part  of  the  country 
where,. he  suspected,  the  natives  detained  the 
girl — the  daughter  of  Major  Horton ;  that  is, 
if  they  had  not  killed  her ! 

The  idea  of  that  shocking  catastrophe  whicb 
his. fancy  conjured  up, affected  him  powerfully  t 
rHe  got  up  from  the  ground  restlessly.  The 
shades  of  evening  were  beginning  to  fall,  and 
/it  wa^s. necessary  for  him  to.look  out  for  some 
.p}|U;e  to.  pass  the  night  in.  .  He  walked  on, 
but  the  idea  of  the  girl — ^murdered  by  the 
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iNitiTes^-did  zHiC  qint  him.  On  tbe  ctmtruj 
h  ttLxne  upon  him  stronger  and  stronger. 

His  heart  beat  at  the  eontemphtkm  of  sndi 
a  terrible  death  for  the  poor  g:irl!  To  be 
murdered  as  the  natives  wonld  do— hare  done 
—perhaps — ^in  their  savage  way  of  torment! 
It  was  horrible  I  Who  but  a  savage  eooU  be 
so  brotal!  In  thinking  thns,  some  thoogbts 
on  murder  in  general,  arose  involantarihf . 

These  thoughts  gave  him  a  painful  sea«i- 
tion ;  sudden,  sharp,  and  novel.  He  tried  to 
eheek  them ;  but  they  would  not  be  put  aside ; 
it  seemed  as  if  some  second-self  within  bim 

■ 

reproached  him  with  his  own  crimes !  The 
image  of  more  than  one  victim  of  hisviolenee 
arose  in  his  memory !  He  walked  on  to  drire 
the  frightful  spectres  away ;  but  they  puisned 
him  faster  and  faster !  His  heart  sunk  witbia 
him.  He  looked  round  as  if  he  expected  to 
to  see  some  of  the  victims  whom  he  bid 
destroyed  arise  in  bodily  presence  to  scourge 
him  with  their  vengeance !  A  weakness  seiied 
him ;  his  head  grew  giddy ;  his  mind  depressed 


▲  MBIT  '*MOP/'  199 

by  BaSeiingy  asd  his  bodj  fimt  with  fiitigiie» 
both  fittled  him ;  be  sunk  on  the  ground  ovei^ 
powicred  by  his  own  thongfats,  and  oppressed 
with  the  remorae  at  his  accnsing  conseienee 
which  rose  against  him* 

When  he  recoyered  from  the  profoond  de» 
piession  into  which  the  memory  of  his  mis- 
deeds had  cast  him,  he  found  that  it  was  night. 
He  cfept  into  a  conyenient  bosh  that  was  close 
at  httndy  and  tried  to  sleep.  For  a  long  time 
that  solace  was  denied  him;  but  at  last  he 
dosed  his  ejrcs. 

Fofftnnately^  it  rained  little  that  night,  so  that 
he  was  not  much  disturbed  by  the  wet  When 
he  awoke  it  was  daylig^  He  felt  refreshed, 
and  had  strength  to  look  about  him.  He  saw 
no  signs  of  his  enemies,  and  he  began  to  feel  a 
little  more  confident.  He  left  his  bush-bed 
«ad  came  out  into  the  dear  space. 

The  morning  air  was  fresh  and  reviving. 
Restored  by  his  sleep,  he  began  to  recover  his 
spirits,  which  his  late  mishap  and  loss  of  blood 
had  damped;  and  his  strengdi  of  mind  and 
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coolness  of  judgment  returned.      He  felt  an 
inclination  to  look  at  bis  case  on  its  best  side. 
'  There  were  still  some  chances  in  his  £iToiir» 
and  he  resolved  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

He  had  fifty  sovereigns  in  his  pockets,  and 
he  had  nine  hundred  and  fifty  more  '*  planted^ 
in  a  safe  place,  besides  the  dollars.  He  was  a 
rich  man  !  With  money  one  can  do  any  thii^  I 
Hb  best  plan^  he  concluded,  was  to  endeavour 
to  reach  some  stock-hut,  and  bribe  some  siotk- 
keeper  to  procure  for  him  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. That  was  the  first  thing  to  be  provided. 
Then  he  might  pick  lip  one  or  two  fellows  who 
would  be  willing  to  put  themselves  under  his 
guidance,  and  with  them  he  might  be  able  to 
recover  the  girl ;  for  Helen  was  always  ujqper- 
most  in  his  thoughts.  He  knew  that  he  should 
have  to  run  great  risks  in  passing  through  the 
bush  alone  and  unarmed;  but  he  trusted  to  his 
own  resources.  ^*  Never  say  die,"  he  muttered 
to  himself,  ^'  while  there 's  a  chance  left." 

The  rising  sun  served  to  guide  him  in  die 
direction  which  he  was  to  take,  and  with  a 
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Stake  which  he  broke  under  his  feet  from  a 
branch  of  a  tree  which  he  found  on  the  ground, 
and  which  served  as  a  staff,  in  his  left  hand,  he 
pushed  forward  with  confidence,  keeping  a 
sharp  look  out  as  well  for  his  pursuers  as  for 
natives.  Either  would  be  dangerous — most 
likely  fatal.  It  was  not  long  before  he  encoun- 
tered both. 

He  had  not  gone  more  than  a  mile  from  his 
sleeping-place  when,  on  a  sudden,  he  caught 
sight  of  a  black  figure  whisking  round  a  tree ; 
it  was  as  if  one  of  the  black  stumps  had  become 
animated,. and  had  been  seized  with*  a  strange 
desire  of  locomotion.  But  the  Bushranger 
knew  well  what  the  vision  of  that  black  shape 
meant  The  natives  were  near  him!  Now 
was  to  come  the  struggle  I 

Hopeless  as  it  seemed,  and  with  one  arm 
disabled,  this  extraordinary  man  did  not  even 
then  lose  courage.  He  found  that  he  was  able 
to  grasp  his  staff  in  his  right  hand;  and  he 
thought  that,  if  driven  to  despair,  the  energy  of 
his  will  might  enable  him  to  use  it.    But  the 
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mttxret,  m§  ctuwing  a»  he  kt  dicar  wmj,  did 
ghe  him  the  diaiicc. 

As  looii  as  dMj  pueciicd  thai  the  while 
man  was  alone,  diej  began  U>tfascMr  dieirapean 
at  him  firom  dtfermt  poimaL  As  h»g  as  dMj 
condmied  to  cast  them  iirom  a  distance  he  was 
aUe  to  an»id  them,  either  bjatepping  nimUjr 
aside,  or  by  warding  them  off  with  lus  ita£ 
But,  as  the  natives  drew  neater  and  nearer,  the 
spears  came  too  fivt  and  too  thick  to  dlow  him 
to  defend  himad^  and  diiee  of  Aem  ftaad 
their  way  through  his  ciodbcSy  and  stnd^  in  his 
body ;  bnt  he  polled  tbcB  oat  again. 

The  natives  now  advanced  cioaer,  threaftear 
ing  him  with  their  waddies.  The  Boshranger 
was  standing  at  the  foot  of  a  bine  gaai-tre^ 
with  wide  spreading  branches.  Not  knowing 
what  eke  to  do  at  the  moment,  he  made  ade^- 
rate  effbrt  to  dimb  die  tree,  and  saoeeeaea> 
and  he  was  picsendj  hidden  widdn  die  auas  of 
its  linck  and  leafy  brandLe& 

Bat  to   Ins  extreme  snrpriae  he  had  ■• 
aooncr  seenred  himBelf  in  his  pkme  of  nfagc, 
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duui  the  natires  setting  up  a  loud  howl  scam- 
pered offy  leaying  him  alone  in  his  hiding- 
place.  The  meaning  of  this  was  presently 
explained  by  the  appearance  of  the  two  eon- 
stables  who  came  op  at  a  hard  gallop,  and 
stopped  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  in  which  he  was 
concealed. 

The  natives^  the  moment  they  saw  the  white 
men  on  horses^  of  which  they  are  Tery  much 
afiraid,  believing  that  the  horse  bites  and  fights 
with  his  month  and  legs ;  and  naturally  sup- 
posing that  the  riders  had  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  their  countryman,  fled  into  the  recesses 
of  the  bush.  The  constables  were  glad  of  it, 
as  they  did  not  want  to  hare  an  afiray  with 
them  at  that  time.  Their  object  was  Mark 
Brandon ;  and  it  was  in  the  course  of  their 
ride  down  the  back  of  the  riyer  which  they 
had  crossed  the  evening  before  about  twelve* 
miles  up,  that  they  thus  accidentally  delivered 
the  Bushranger  from  the  certain  death  which 
awaited  him  from  the  natives. 

But  they  were  by  no  means  aware  of  the 
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^errice  which  they  had  anwittingly  done  him. 
They  drew  up  under  the  tree  and  getting  off 
their  horses  held  a .  consultation  which  was 
overheard  by  the  listener  above  their  heads. 

The  Bushranger  heard  them  discuss  the 
probabilites  of  finding  him,  and  speak  of  the 
certainty  of  his  being  hanged  when  taken. 
This  was  disagreeable  enough;  but  after  the 
fortunate  manner  in  which  he  had  escaped  from 
the  natives  he  did  not  despair.  But  when  he 
learned  that  the  Government,  determined  to  put 
an  end  to  his  career,  had  sent  out  more  than  a 
dozen  parties  of  three  or  four  men  each,  he 
felt  that  nothing  but  good  luck  of  too 
extraordinary  a  nature  to  be  hoped  for,  eoaU 
enable  him  to  escape  such  a  combination  of 
-enemies.  It  seemed,  however,  that  Fortnne 
was  again  inclined,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  grant 
him  her  fickle  favours. 

.  One  of  the  constables  mounted  and  left  \o$ 
companion  in  order  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
country  down  the  river.  The  one  who  staid 
behind  having  fiustened  his  horse's  bridle  to  & 
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shmb  opposite  to  him,  sat  down  under  the 
tree. 

He  had  taken  his  pistols  from  the  holsters 
of  his  saddle  in  order  to  examine  them.  He 
found  that  the  priming  had  worked  itself  oat 
of  one  of  the  pans ;  he  cleared  out  some  dirt 
from  under  the  ^teel  which  had  prevented  it 
from  shutting  close;  reprimed  it,  and  placed 
it  by  his  side  on  the  grass. 

The  Bushranger  watched  this  operation  with 
much  interest.  The  necessity  for  the  possess- 
ing himself  of  fire-arms  was  pressing ;  the  con- 
stable was  alone ;  the  opportunity  was  inviting. 
The  Bushranger  conceived  a  bold  stroke; 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lost  if  it  was  to  be 
done  at  all ;  creeping  silently  from  his  retreat, 
he  hung  for  an  instant  suspended  by  the 
branch  over  the  constable's  head  and  then 
dropped  on  him  all  at  once  with  his  legs  over 
his  shoulders. 

The  constable  not  knowing  what  had  fallen 
down  on  him,  whether  a  native  or  some  wild 
animal  of  the  woods,  shouted  out  ten  thousand 
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morden !  The  Bushranger  gave  him  no  lifloe 
to  recoyer  himself;  seizing  the  pistol,  he  rui 
to  the  horse  intending  to  make  ose  of  it  to 
escape.  Bat  the  constable  who  was  a  bold 
man  and  knew  that  his  companion  could  not 
be  fitr  off,  continoed  to  shoat,  running  off  at 
the  same  time  and  dodging  among  the  treea. 

His  fellow  heard  his  cries  and  came  gaBop- 
ping  back  to  his  assistance.  Maxk  had  not 
time  to  movnty  for  the  horse  was  restive,  and 
the  weakness  of  his  right  arm  prevented  him 
from  assisting  himself  effisctivelj.  He  was 
obliged  to  let  go  the  hone,  therefore,  sad  as 
there  was  some  dense  scrub  at  a  little  i&tsnce, 
he  hoped  to  hide  himself  in  its  coverts,  and 
make  his  waj  through  pssses  where  bone* 
men  could  not  follow. 

But  his  pomuets  were  too  quick  for  him; 
and  before  he  ooaU  cross  a  narrow  open  spsee 
which  lay  between  him  and  the  scrub  beyond^ 
tbe J  were  upon  his  heels*  The  constsbk  who 
had  been  so  strangely  surprised,  beis^  the  ese 
most  exaspersted,  was  the  fooemost    It  «ii 
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an  unlacky  post  of  honour  for  him  ;  for  the 
Bashranger  standing  on  the  verge  of  the  scrub, 
took  deadly  aim  at  him  with  his  left  hand  as  he 
came  up,  and  discharging  the  pistol  which  the 
constable  had  so  carefally  reprimed,  shot  him 
dead  on  the  spot  The  ball  went  through  his 
heart ;  the  horseman  fell  instantly. 

His  companion  fired  at  Brandon  and  missed; 
and  while  he  stopped  for  a  few  minutes  to  dis- 
entangle his  comrade's  foot  from  the  stirrup,  as 
.lie  lay  on  die  ground  with  his  horse  standing 
snorting  beside  him,  Ae  Bushranger  took  ad- 
vantage of  die  intricate  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  diving  in  and  out  among  the  scrub, 
escaped. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


THE  EAGLE. 


The  race  of  the  desperate  marauder,  however, 
was  now  almost  run. .  His  late  exertions  had 
caused  his  gunshot  wound  to  bleed  afiesh ;  and 
the  holes  which  the  spears  of  the  natives  had 
made  in  his  flesh  were  acutely  painful.  It 
seemed,  however,  that  destiny  had  rescued  him 
from  the  perils  which  he  had  escaped  in  («der  to 
reserve  him  for  a  more  dreadfiil  and  dgnal 
doom ;  and  if  the  many  crimes  which  he  had 
committed  could  be  atoned  for  by  any  eartUj 
torture,  that  which  he  suffered  in  the  wiUs 
of  the  bush  might  be  considered  a  soffident 
punishment. 
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He  dn^^ged  his  wearj  limbs  onwards  towaids 
the  north,  hoping  to  reach  some  part  of  the 
river^  which  he  presently  came  in  view  of,  by 
some  fordy  or  by  means  of  some  natural  bridge 
in  some  narrow  part  of  its  coarse.  He  met 
neither  with  soldiers  nor  natives  on  his  waj, 
and  wretched  and  ezhaosted  as  he  was,  he  con* 
gratulated  himself  on  their  avoidance. 

He  was  faint  from  hunger;  he  gathered  some 

native  manna  from  a  tree  resembling  the  ash,  but 

larger  and  higher  in  its  growth,  and  rougher  in 

its  bark  than  the  English  ash,  which  refreshed 

him  a  little :  but  it  afforded  no  nourishment^ 

and  he  felt  the  absolute  necessity  of  obtaining 

some  sort  of  food.     He  could  find  no  eatable 

gum  in  the  part  where  he  was,  or  that  would 

hare  helped  him  a  little.      He  was    almost 

tempted  to  eat  some  of  the  large  caterpillars  or 

grubs  which  are  abundant  on  the  red  gum-tree^ 

but  be  could  not  bring  himself  to  put  them 

into  his  mouth.     The  gum  of  the  tree  being 

resinous  and  exceedingly  nauseous,  none  but 

natires  can  bear  the  taste  of  them. 
TOii.  m.  p 
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But  while  he  was  looking  at  the  gnibahe 
a  kangaroo-rat  hopping  over  the  gnusB.  He 
threw  a  stick  at  it,  and  brought  it  down.  He 
was  afraid  of  making  a  fire  lest  the  smoke 
should  betray  him;  cutting  open  the  creatnre, 
therefore,  he  sucked  its  blood,  and  tried  to  eat 
some  of  its  raw  flesh.  But  such  a  meal  was 
unsatis&ctory  and  disgusting. 

He  examined  all  his  cartridges  over  again; 
but  they  had  all  been  spoiled  by  the  wet  when 
he  had  swum  his  horse  over  the  river  the  day 
before.  As  they  were  useless,  and  their  w^^t 
encumbered  him,  he  threw  them  away  all  bat 
two.  He  had  preserved  the  pistol  with  which 
he  had  killed  the  constable,  but  without  powder 
it  was  useless.  However,  the  flint  and  steel 
would  enable  him  to  light  a  fire  if  he  could  dare 
to  do  it. 

He  was  surprised  not  to  find  himself  pur- 
sued; but  the  rocky  and  difficult  conntiyoo 
the  western  side  of  the  river,  over  which  he 
was  passing,  was  almost  impracticable  for  hooKS. 
He  continued  his  way,  therefore,  unmolested; 
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bat  full  of  torture  both  of  body  and  mind,  for 
with  the  diminution  of  his  corporeal  strength, 
bis  mental  faculties  became  enfeebled  and 
clouded. 

He  travelled  in  this  miserable  manner  the 
whole  of  the  day,  making  but  little  progress,  and 
hardly  able  to  walk,  but  still  urged  onwards  by 
his  desire  to  place  the  greatest  possible  distance 
between  himself  and  those  who,  he  felt  sure, 
were  in  search  of  him.  In  this  way  he  con- 
trived to  reach  the  base  of  a  high  and  pre- 
cipitous rock  which  had  been  visible  for  some 
distance  before  he  arrived  at  it,  and  which  over- 
hung the  river,  which  at  that  part  was  broad 
and  rapid. 

He  thought  if  he  could  ascend  the  height,  he 

should  be  able  to  find  some  recess  wherein  he 

could  lie,  and  find  the  repose  which  he  so  much 

needed.     Some  remains  of  his  wonted  resolute 

will  came  to  his  aid,  and  he  climbed  up  the 

rock ;  but  he  could  find  no  cave  or  shelter  on 

his  way.     The  top  of  the  rock  consisted  of  a 

narrow  platform,  about  six  feet  square.    In  the 

p  2 
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middle  were  the  remains  of  the  nest  of 
large  bird,  which  he  guessed  to  be  aa  ea^. 
As  it  ¥ras  calculated  to  make  a  couTenient  pillow, 
he  pushed  it  towards  one  end,  and  laying  his 
head  on  it,  rested. 

The  wind  was  high  that  night,  and  it  was 
very  cold ;  but  he  remained  on  his  rock.  He 
thought  that  it  was  a  place  of  security,  and  he 
felt  a  disinclination  to  move.  He  tried  tosle^ 
but  could  not. 

The  next  morning  the  sun  rose  bright  and 
the  sky  was  dear.  He  tried  to  get  up.  Be 
was  able  to  sit  upright,  but  he  found  himsdf  so 
weak  that  to  descend  the  rock  was  an  impossUe 
task.  He  had  been  very  cold  in  the  night;  but 
now  he  felt  parched  and  fevered.  The  eon 
shone  hot  upon  him ;  but  instead  of  reviving  his 
benumbed  limbs  by  its  warming  beams,  its  heat 
Mily  blistered  him.  He  loi^;ed  for  some  shel- 
ter, but  there  was  none.  The  imys  of  the  son 
were  scorching  on  the  bare  rock ;  and  soon  his 
brain  seemed  to  be  on  fire  I  The  weaxy  hours 
^femed  as  if  they  would  never  pass  away !    The 
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laexonble  son  seemed  fixed  in  the  IieaTens  I  In 


is  delirium,  he  almost  believed  that  the  huge 
ball  of  fire  stood  still  to  increase  his  tonnents. 
He  craved  to  the  edge  of  the  rock  to  throw 
himself  down  into  the  cool  waters  beneath ;  for 
his  agony  was  insupportable. 

Bot  first  he  thought  he  would  leare  a  me- 
mento of  his  death  to  those  who  might  find  his 
body ;  and  he  was  penetrated  with  a  strange 
deure  that  the  money  which  he  had  buried  in 
the  bush  should  not  be  lost.  It  was  a  strange 
fimey ;  but  arising,  perhaps,  from  the  habits  of 
his  mind  during  a  long  series  of  years.  He 
determined  to  record  the  manner  of  his  death 
and  the  spot  where  the  treasure  was  con- 
cealed. 

He  had  the  means  ready  at  hand  in  a  large 
poeket-book,  which  had  formed  part  of  the 
booty  taken  from  the  brig,  and  of  which  the 
eoostable  who  had  taken  him  to  the  care  had 
not  thought  it  worth  while  to  deprive  him,  as 
nothing  was  written  in  it  The  long  peocU 
which  had  bdonged  to  it  had  dropped  Ojit. 
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He  cast  his  eyes  about  for  sometbii^  to  make 
a  mark  with;  and  he  spied,  sticking  up  bj 
the  side  of  the  platform,  a  feather  from  an 
eagle's  wing.  It  seemed  not  to  have  been 
long  dropped.  He  thought  this  a  lucky  cir- 
cumstanoe. 

He  &shioned  the  quill  with  the  clasp- 
knife  which  he  had  taken  from  the  soldier's 
knapsack  into  a  pen.  He  was  about  to  make 
some  soldiers'  ink'  out  of  one  of  the  cartridges 
which  had  been  wetted  by  the  water,  and 
which  he  had  preserved.  But  another  thought 
struck  him  :  his  principal  wound  bled  at  inter* 
vals;  he  moistened  his  pen  from  the  eagle's 
wing  with  his  own  blood — ^and  wrote. 

The  occupation  distracted  him  from  present 
pain  and  anticipations  of  the  evil  that  was  to 
come.  He  had  a  grim  pleasure  in  writing 
with  his  own  blood.  He  took  it  into  his  bead 
to  put  down  an  account  of  the  many  murders 
which  he  had  committed,  and  his  various  otiier 
crimes.  It  was  a  terrible  list.  He  had  a  sort 
of  satis&ction  in  showing  a  pre^minenee  in 
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his  line  ;  the  world,  he  was  resolved,  should 
have  something  to  remember  him  for!  He 
continaed  to  write  his  history ;  pausing  only 
at  intervals  when  a  feintness  seized  him^  till 
he  was  interrupted  in  his  occupation  by  a  sha- 
dowing of  the  sun,  which  he  attributed  to  a 
passing  cloud. 

He  looked  up  in  thankfulness  to  bless  the 
firiendly  shade — ^when  he  beheld  one  of  the 
largest  of  the  great  eagles  of  Australia  poising 
on  its  wings  at  no  great  distance  above  his 
head,  and  in  the  attitude  of  pouncing  upon 
him.  The  eagle,  as  it  bent  down  its  head  with 
its  hooked  beak,  shot  fire  from  its  eyes  on  the 
intruder  in  its  haunt,  and  its  long  sharp  claws 
retracted  and  extended  ominously,  as  if  eager 
to  fix  themselves  on  the  devoted  carcass  of 
their  destined  prey. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

TRAOLUiO  nr  THE  BUSH. 

Vague  reports  in  tlie  mean  time  reached  die 
town  of  the  capture  of  Mark  Brandon,  and  of 
Ilk  escape ;  and  all  sorts  of  mmonrs  were  ia 
eireolation  reelecting  Helen  and  the  natms* 
How  they  arose,  or  whence  lliey  came,  no  oae 
could  tell ;  and  the  mystery  whieh  seemed  to 
hang  over  Helen's  fate  and  the  Bnahrangers 
proceedings,  only  increased  the  general  ca- 
riosity and  anxiety. 

Trevor  suffered,  day  by  day,  and  hour  by 
hour,  the  tortures  of  a  painful  suspense,  ^hicL 
at  last  became  intolerable ;  and,  in  spite  of  Ae 
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remoBstrances  of  his  mediccd  attendant,  the 
ensign's  representatioiis  to  his  eommanding 
officer  were  so  urgent,  and  his  distress  of  mind 
was  BO  severe,  that  a  reluctant  consent  was 
given  to  his  departure,  and  he  lost  no  time  in 
making  his  jNrepwations. 

Tlie  same  corporal  who  had  been  his  com- 
panion before  was  allowed  to  aeoompan j  him 
with  Aree  other  soldiers,  so  that  the  party 
was  soflicient  to  defend  themeeives  against  aQ 
ordinary  attacks  of  the  natives,  and  were  more 
than  a  match  for  the  twb  bushrangers,  should 
they  fall  in  with  them. 

Having  completed  hts  equipment,  and  pro- 
vided necessaries  for  a  lengthened  journey  in 
the  bushy  wfaidi  were  placed  on  a  led  hoatse, 
part  of  whose  load  oonnsted  of  a  small  bed- 
tent;  and  having  taken  particular  care,  this 
time,  to  be  furnished  with  a  couple  of  axes, 
and  with  two  podket  compasses  to  provide 
against  the  accident  of  separation,  not  feiget- 
itq;  two  well-tndned  kangaroo  dogs,  Trevor 
irisited  Louisa  to  tidoe  leave  of  her,  and  to 
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encourage  her  \?ith  hopes  of  good  tidings  not 
only  of  her  sister  but  of  her  £sither. 

The  native  girl  was  present  at  this  interview; 
and  as  Trevor  talked  eneigetically,  and  fine- 
quentlj  pointed  to  the  west  as  the  pide  of  the 
island  towards  which  he  was  abont  to  direct 
his  steps,  he  observed  that  Oionoo  was  modi 
excited.  Struck  with  the  circumstance,  he 
remembered  that,  some  days  before,  she  had 
been  very  earnest  iu  pointing  in  that  direction, 
and  that  she  had  talked  very  fast  and  with 
much  gesticulation,  about  something  which 
they  could  not  understand,  but  which,  it  was 
evident,  she  was  desirous  to  tell  them. 

She  had  already  learned  to  repeat. a  few 
English  words,  for  which  all  the  natives  have 
a  remarkable  aptitude,  being  as  excellent 
mimics  of  sounds  as  monkeys  are  of  actions, 
although  there  have  been  as  few  examples  of 
the  former  attaining  much  proficiency  in  the 
meaning  of  English  as. of  the  latter  sha?ing 
themselves  correctly.  Trevor  tried  to  mab 
her  understand  that  he  was  going  into  the 


TBACKIKQ  IN  THE  BUSH.  219 

woods  a  long  way  off  in  search  of  Louisa's 
sister. 

liouisa  said  she  thought  Oionoo  understood 
him. 

Trevor  was  all  ready  for  starting,  and  his 
party  was  at  the  door;  but  an  idea  occurred 
to  him  which  he  thought  he  might  turn  to 
account.    He  tried  the  girl  again  :•— 

<*  One/'  he  said,  pointing  to  Loui^;  *'  two !" 
intending  that  she  should  understand  there 
was  another  Louisa>  ''two!  gone  I  lostT 

The  native  knew  what  ''one,  two"  meant, 
for  being  excessively  fond  of  sugar,  she  had 
learned  to  say  "two"  when  she  wanted 
another  lump ;  and  they  thought  she  compre- 
hended what  he  meant  by  "two"  Louisas; 
but  be  could  not  get  on  further. 

"  Describe  to  her  the  fight  with  the  natives," 
suggested  Louisa. 

Trevor  did  so.  He  acted  over  again  the 
fight  at  the  Sugar-loaf  hill,  and  imitated  the 
tbrovring  of  spears;  and  then  endeavouring 
to  look  as  savage  and  as  much  like  a  native  as 
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poflribk,  whidi  made  the  giri  langli^  be 
described,  in  action,  the  carrying  away  of 
Helen,  as  he  snppoeed  had  been  the  case, 
pretending  to  perform  that  operatioa  on 
Louisa;  and  he  finished  his  **  ballet  in  action'' 
^J  going  through  the  mock  proceas  of  making 
a  fire  and  eating  Louisa,  whidi  made  the  Uack 
girl  at  first  laugh  louder  than  eror,  and  then 
suddenly  look  grsre* 

^  Stop  a  fittle,"  said  Louisa,  « Oionoo  is 
thinking ;  I  am  sure  she  understands  us.  See, 
she  is  going  to  speak  T 

Oionoo  said  something  in  a  serious  tooe  of 
voice ;  but  as  her  auditors  could  not  make  out 
what  she  meant,  they  could  only  shake  their 
heads  and  make  other  signs  expresBire  of  their 
not  being  able  to  understand  her. 

Oionoo  immediately  led  Louisa  into  the  gar- 
den, through  the  window,  which  was  open, 
and  taking  off  her  tlioes,  ran  a  little  way  on 
the  soft  walk,  leaving  the  impressdon  of  her 
naked  foot  on  the  ground.  Sbe  then  came 
back,  put  on  her  shoes  again,  and  ran  on  as 
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before,  leaving  the  marks  of  her  shoes  near 
the  imprints  of  her  naked  feet.  Trevor  and 
Louisa  watched  these  proceedings  with  much 
interest. 

Oionoo  now  returned  and  commenced  look- 
ing about  as  if  to  discover  the  signs  of  some 
one  who  had  gone  befOTe.  She  acted  her  part 
admirably.  Suddenly  she  pretended  to  see, 
for  the  first  time,  the  mark  of  a  naked  foot — 
and  she  looked  sorry:  then  she  seemed  to 
catch  sight  of  the  mark  of  the  shoe  and  seemed 
glad.  Pointing  to  herself,  and  pointing  to  the 
marks,  she  gave  Louisa  to  understand  that  she 
— Oionoo— could  find  the  other  Louisa  in  the 
buflh* 

**  I  understand  her,"  said  Trevor;  *^  these 
natives  do  not  seem  to  be  deficient  in  intelli- 
gence after  alL  She  mean^  that  the  mark  of 
a  white  woman's  shoe  is  easy  to  be  distinguished 
firom  the  naked  foot  of  the  native ;  and  that  she 
could  track  it." 

He  pointed  to  the  west  and  explaiined  to  her 
by  sigps  that  she  should  go  with  him,  and 


222  TRACK  IKO    IN   THE  BUSH. 

track  the  footateps  of  the  other  Louisa.  Oionoo 
nodded  her  head. 

**I  will  take  her  with  me/'  said  Trevor;  **! 
have  often  heard  of  the  extraordinary  sagacity 
of  the  natives  in  tracking  through  the  bush. 
She  understands  what  we  want^  and  she  can 
serve  as  our  guide.  She  seems  to  have  no 
objection  to  go  with  me.  Come,^  he  said  to 
the  black  grirl^  ''come." 

Oionoo  followed  him  readily  to  the  door,  and 
stood  outside  quietly^  while  Trevor  took  an 
affectionate  leave  of  Louisa;  but  when  she 
found  that  the  party  was  moving  off  without 
her  white  friend  and  protectress  she  ran  back 
again^  and  taking  hold  of  Louisa's  dress, 
squatted  down  at  her  foot,  and  refused  to  stir. 

Louisa  made  earnest  signs  to  her  to  accom* 
pany  Trevor;  Oionoo  made  signs  equally 
earnest  that  Louisa  should  come  too.  The 
difficulty  was  embarrassing.  No  signs  of  en- 
treaty would  make  her  stir  without  Louisa. 
There  was  a  gunny-bag  full  of  brown  sugar  in 
an  adjoining  store*room.    Louisa  caused  it  to 
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be  brought  out,  and  made  her  understaud  that 
all  that  quantity  of  sweet  stuff  should  be  hers, 
if  she  would  serve  as  Trevor's  guide  in  the  bush. 
But  she  looked  on  the  reward  with  indifference, 
and  kept  tight  hold  of  Louisa's  gown. 

"We  must  have  her,"  said  Trevor;  ^' she  may 
be  the  means  of  recovering  your  sister.  Try  to 
make  her  understand  that  it  is  your  command 
that  she  should  go." 

Louisa  now  put  on  an  angry  countenance ; 
she  stamped  her  foot ;  looked  on  the  black 
girl  with  an  air  of  authority ;  and  by  signs  inti- 
mated to  her  that  it  was  her  order  that  she 
should  go.  But  Oionoo  leaving  hold  of  Louisa's 
gown,  crept  into  a  comer  of  the  room,  and 
putting  her  hands  over  her  face,  cried  lamen- 
tably. 

^^Poor  thing,"  said  Louisa,  "she  will  not 
leave  me ;  but  as  you  think  that  by  her  assis- 
tance she  may  recover  Helen,  I  will  try  another 
way,  and  if  that  fails,  why  I  will  put  myself 
under  your  care,  Mr.  Trevor,  and  for  such  a 
sacred  object,  I  will  remember  that  I  am  a 
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soUier'ft  dn^hter  and    aceompaBj  joo  my- 
adfl* 

The  emotKm  which  the  tender  girl  felt  in 
speaking  this  detefnunation  brooght  tears  iato 
her  eyes.  (Hodoo  regarded  her  earnestly;  dhe 
crept  firom  her  comer ;  came  sear  to  Lotdsa ; 
took  hold  of  her  dress  agais,  and  looked  up 
sorrowfblly  and  wistfoUy  in  her  &ce. 

Louisa  shook  her  head,  and  made  a  motion 
to  posh  the  natire  girl  fi^m  her. 

The  poor  black  girl  fixed  her  large  black 
eyes  <m  Lo«ina  with  the  most  pitiable  ex- 
pressioci  of  coontenance ;  it  was  the  first  time 
that  her  white  frnnd — ^her  gnarffian  and  pro- 
tectress, had  looked  down  on  her  with  an  eye 
of  displeasnre  t  The  poor  girl  felt  it  bitterly, 
her  tears  flowed  fast,  and  she  bowed  down  her 
head  in  sorrow. 

Louisa  was  rsmth  griered,  but  IVeror  en- 
couraged her  to  proceed : — 

*^  Make  her  understand,''  he  said,  **  that  it 
grieyes  you  and  makes  you  cry  because  sbe 
will  not  be  my  guide  to  find  your  sister." 
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As  soon  as  Oionoo  comprehended  this,  her 
whole  manner  changed  in  a  moment.  She 
stood  erect,  and  her  manner  was  firm  and 
decided.  She  was  about  to  leave  the  room  ta 
join  the  party  on  the  instant;  but  Louisa 
detained  her  for  a  moment*  She  pointed  ta 
Trevor,  and  clasped  her  hands  together,  to 
intimate  that  the  girl  should  not  leave  hinu 
The  girl  seemed  impatient  at  this,  and  again 
turned  to  go ;  Louisa  kissed  her  and  embraced 
the  native  affectionately.  It  was  then  that  the 
floodgates  of  the  poor  black  girl's  tears  were 
opened  afresh,  and  she  wept  and  talked  pas- 
sionately, embracing  and  kissing  liouisa's  feet 
widi  the  most  extravagant  expression  of  at* 
tachment  and  affection.  Trevor  could  not 
refirain  from  giving  utterance  to  the  thought 
which  the  native  girl's  sensibility  excited : — 

^  Sterne,  was  right,"  he  said ;  ''  these  black 
people  have  souls  after  ^11.'* 

At  the  sound  of  his  voice,  Oionoo  arose,  and 
with  a  calm  and  resolved  expression  of  coun* 
tenance  followed  Trevor  out  of  the  town. 

VOL.  m.  Q 
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'  They  kept  along  the  lugh  road  iiiit&  Aey 
came  to  New  Norfolk,  aboot  twenty  miles 
from  Hobart  Town,  where  they  stopped  fcr 
the  night.  The  next  day  they  tamed  off  to 
Ae  westward,  Treror  having  previously  aseei^ 
tained  that  his  shortest  eonrse  to  the  Sogii^ 
loaf  Hill,  which  was  his  first  pcmit,  was  by 
ihat  route. 

As  soon  as  the  native  found  herself  fairlj  m 
the  bush  and  out  of  oght  of  human  habita&m 
she  kicked  off  her  shoes,  which  the  corpcnl 
considerately  placed  in  one  of  the  parages 
carried  by  the  sumpter-horse.  She  wouM  hare 
east  off  her  sailor's  trousers,  and  spencer  abo, 
in  order  to  be  more  finee  and  easy  in  her 
journey ;  but  to  that  absence  of  ceremony  the 
old  corporal  was  the  first  to  object,  sa^png, 
that,  '*  although  she  was  black  she  was  a 
woman,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  soldier 
to  pay  respect  to  the  fidr  sex,  whether  black 
or  white,  let  alone  a  poor  ignorant  native  wbo 
had  trusted  herself  to  their  protection." 

In  this  way,  as  the  party  was  strong  and 
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well  providedy  and  as  their  hearts  were  in 

their  work,  they  soon  left  hill  after  hill  behind 

ihem.    They  crossed  various  small  streams  by 

wadingy  and  pressed  on  till  they  reached  the 

Shannon  River  which  they  were  obliged  to 

trace  upwards  for  some  distance  towards  its 

source  at  the  Great  Lake,  before  they  could 

find  a  practicable  ford.    Then  turning  to  their 

left,  Trevor  endeavoured  to  find  his  way  to  the 

Sugar-loaf  Hill;  but  he  had  over-rated  his 

ability  of  finding  his  way  in  the  bush ;  and 

notwithstanding  his  compass  he  found  himself 

lost  in  a  wild  part  of  the  country  where  they 

were  encompassed  within  a  mighty  cluster  of 

undulating  and  continuous  hills. 

In  this  difficulty  he  had  recourse  to  the  native, 

who  had  hitherto  acted  a  passive  part.    He  had 

a  strong  desire  to  reach  the  spot  where  the  fight 

with  the  natives  took  place,  for  his  own  satis- 

&ction;  and  he  judged  that  if  he  continued  his 

course  so  as  to  cross  that  line  of  route,  the 

native  would  not  fail  to  distinguish  the  tsacks 

which  had  been  made  in  that  direction. 

Q  2 
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He  made  her  understand,  therefore,  that  the 
time  was  come  when  she  was  wanted  to  discover 
the  tracks  of  the  little  shoe. 

Oionoo  readily  comprehended  him ;  and  she 
hegan  diligently  to  search  with  her  eyes  right 
and  left,  but  without  stopping.  Trevor  re* 
marked  that  she  preserved  a  straight  line  in  the 
direction  which  he  had  pointed  out  to  her,  as  if 
prompted  by  a  sort  of  instinct,  and  that  she 
passed  over  all  sorts  of  obstacles  without  henta- 
tion.  In  this  way  they  continued  their  journey 
for  many  miles,  without  any  intimation  being 
given  by  the  native  of  the  tracks  they  were  in 
search  o^  nor  of  tiny  other  sign  of  white  people 
or  of  natives. 

This  want  of  success  filled  Trevor  with  much 
uneasiness ;  he  began  to  suspect  that,  by  some 
delusion  of  direction  which  is  so  frequent  with 
bush-travellers,  they  were  altogether  wrong  in 
the  course  they  were  pursuing;  or  that  Oionoo 
did  not  possess  the  talent  of  tracking  which  was 
generally  considered  as  one  of  the  most  notable 
characteristics  of  the  natives.     But  his  doubts 
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were  presently  put  an  end  to  by  an  exclamation 
fiom  the  black  girL 

She  stopped,  and  pointed  to  some  trace  on 
the  ground  which  she  regarded  with  extreme 
astonishment. 

TVevor  looked  narrowly  at  the  place^  but  he 
could  see  nothing;  the  rest  of  the  party  also 
examined  the  spot,  but  they  could  detect  no 
mark  or  footstep. 

Oionoo,  however,  persisted  in  pointing  at 
the  place.  She  examined  the  shoes  of  all  the 
party,  and  seemed  to  compare  them  with  the 
trace  which  her  eyes  detected; — ^but  this,  it  was. 
evident,  was  unsatisfactoiy  to  her.  At  last  she- 
looked  at  the  horse  which  carried  their  pro^ 
visions,  and  not  without  some  hesitation  and 
fear,  speaking  to  him  in  a  deprecating  tone,  she 
examined  his  foot,  which  one  of  the  men  held 
up  for  her. 

Satisfied  with  this  view  she  clapped  her 
hands,  and  pointed  to  the  trace  which  the  white 
people  could  not  see,  and  to  the  horse's  foot»  tq 
signify  that  there  was  a  track  of  that  foot     Sh^ 
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then  b^an  to  maarwej  the  groand  here  and  there 
to  discover  another  mark  of  the  same  sort,  wUch 
she  presently  did,  and  soon  after  another  and 
another,  pointing  in  a  direction  different  fifOB 
that  which  Trevor  had  been  pursuing. 

As  it  was  known  that  Major  Horton,  who  had 
gone  into  the  bush  in  search  of  his  dai^hter, 
was  provided  with  horse^s  ^cvor  judged  that 
these  were  their  tracks;  and  he  thoi]^fat  it 
might  be  useful  to  endeavour  to  overtake  the 
Major,  and  communicate  with  him  respectiiig 
their  common  object*  He  made  signs  to  Oiooocs 
therefore,  to  foUow  up  the  track,  whidi  she  did 
with  great  alacrity,  seeming  mudi  pleased  to  be 
employed;  and  it  was  not  long  before  she  ^ 
covered  the  track  of  white  men's  shoes,  iribich 
dbe  intimated  to  Trevor  by  signs  which  were 
easy  to  be  understood. 

In  this  way  they  continued  their  march  &r 
some  time,  but  without  coming  up  with  the 
party  which  had  preceded  them ;  but  the  maifa 
of  the  horse's  hoo6  were  so  plain  on  such  parts 
of  the  ground  now  and  then,  as  were  clear  of 
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grass,  and  seemed  so  fresh,  that  Trevor  con- 
sidered they  most  have  been  very  recently  made^ 
and  that  if  they  pushed  on  vigorously,  they 
could  not  fail  to  overtake  the  Major.  Urging 
his  men  forward,  therefore,  and  encouraging 
them  with  kind  words — ^not  unaccompanied 
with  promises  of  reward  for  diligence — ^he  fol- 
lowed Oionoo,  who  strode  along  at  a  prodigious 
rate,  and  s^med  to  rejoice  like  a  wild  animal 
in  her  return  to  her  native  wilderness. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 


THS  NATIVBS   AT  HOME. 


While  these  preparations  were  being  made  &r 
the  recovery  of  Helen  from  the  natives,  who  it 
was  conjectured  had  carried  her  away  with 
them ; — although  many  contended  that  she  had 
certainly  been  murdered  by  the  savages  long 
before  this  time, — the  poor  girl  remained  in 
captivity  with  the  tribe  which  inhabited  tbe 
extreme  verge  of  the  western  coast  of  the 
island. 

No  personal  violence  had  hitherto  been 
ofiPered  to  her ;  but  the  intentions  of  the  Uad^ 
chief  were  most  decidedly  expressed  with 
respect  to  her  being  included  amoncc  the  mun- 
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ber  of  his  wive^  while  a  similar  honour^  as  was 
most  significantly  expressed  by  the  old  woman, 
was  destined  on  her  part  for  Mr.  Silliman.  That 
fiiscinating  person  was  determined  to  have 
another  husband,  and  as  she  could  not  get  a 
black  one,  was  content  to  have  a  white  one. 

Being  the  daughter  of  the  old  chief,  and 
exercising,  in  his  name,  the  patriarchal  influ*' 
ence  which  he  enjoyed,  and  which,  from  habit, 
his  tribe  continued  to  pay  to  him,  although  he 
had  lost  the  physical  strength  which  had  raised 
him  to  that  eminence,  she  had  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  fraternity  to  admit 
the  white  man  into  the  tribe ;  and,  in  accor- 
dance with  her  directions,  preparations  were 
made  for  performing  on  him  the  ceremonies 
customary  on  such  occasions. 

These  ceremonies  were  not  many,  nor  very 
important;  but  the  solemnity  with  which  the 
priest  or  conjuror  of  the  tribe  entered  on  the 
inauguration  of  the  new  member,  and  the 
mystery  in  which  the  preparations  were  enve^ 
kiped  was  by  no  means  calculated  to  remove 
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tbe  dread  with  whkh  the  imforfniiate  Jcreauah 
was  incited  at  being  made  the  Tictim  of  thdr 
barbarous  rites* 

If  it  had  not  been  for  his  rehictance  to  kate 
Hdien  unprotected  amongst  the  savages,  he 
would  have  endeavoured  to  effect  his  escape 
alone  into  the  bosh,  and  encounter  all  the  wild 
^^itrk^lgj  BimVfff^  m^  bu£hranffer%  on  the  if^—*^, 
rather  than  Sko  the  terriUe  old  woman  fa 
whom  he  was  to  be  dulj  qualified  as  a  hushand^^ 
Helen  was  so  absorbed  in  the  contemplation  oC 
her  own  wretched  fiite,  that  die  could  scarodf 
bestow  any  commiseradon  on  that  of  her  com- 
panion in  misfortune.  Compared  with  her 
threatened  union  with  the  old  black  feUow^ 
Jerry's  matrimonial  alliance  wUh  the  lady 
seemed  nothing ! 

Tn  fh^  rt%£t^(n  time^  *hi»  conjurof  painted  him* 
sel^  in  a  mystic  manner^  with  led  odoe  and 
chalky  and  summoned  Jerry  to  the  ordeaL 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  natives  of  Tin 
Diemen's  Land  differ  fiom  the  natives  of  die 
large    continental  idand,   fi>rmin|^ 
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nenti J,  the  Anstralian  portion  of  the  globe,  in 
langoage,  and  in  some  costoms. 

The  continental  natives  build  better  hats  in 
the  winter  season ;  clothe  themselves  partially 
with  the  skin  of  the  kangaroo;  make  use  of 
better  weapons ;  and  are  subjected,  wild  and 
savage  as  thej  are,  to  certain  forms  and  reli- 
^oos  ceremonies  unknown  to  the  aboriginals 
of  Van  Diemen's  Land.  But,  in  some  pointy 
the  practices  are  similar,  and  it  was  to  thesd 
that  Mr.  Silliman  was  now  summoned  to  sob* 
nut  himself. 

The  first  of  these  was  more  disagreeable  than 
dangeroua  As  it  was  impossible  for  the 
nativea  to  communicate  with  their  neophyte  by 
speech,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  disco* 
very  of  the  object  of  their  ceremoniea  to  his 
imassisted  ingenuity.  J«rry  conjectured  rightly 
when  he  supposed  that  the  first  act  of  initiatioQ. 
was  to  prepare  his  mind,  by  solitude  and  reflec- 
tion, for  a  due  estimation  of  the  importance  of 
the  ceremonies  which  were  to  come. 

But  it  was  his  ignorance  of  what  those 
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monies  would  be,  that  puzzled  and  frightened 
poor  Jerry;  however,  there  was  no  retieat. 
He  had  been  made  to  understand  that  there 
was  no  altematlTe  between  entire  submissioQ 
and  being  roasted  alive  at  an  enormous  log-fire 
which  had  been  kindled  for  the  occasion. 
.With  a  most  rueful  expression  of  countenance, 
therefore,  he  quitted  Helen,  and  the  women  of 
the  tribe,  as  it  was  an  essential  part  of  the  cere- 
mony that  no  female  eye  should  witness  the 
mysterious  rite  of  male  initiation,  and  accom- 
panied the  black  fellows  to  a  place  at  a  litde 
distance  from  the  encampment. 

The  priest,  if  it  can  be  permitted  to  apply 
such  a  name  to  such  a  person,  and  who  difiered 
in  nothing  from  his  fellows  so  &r  as  Jerry  could 
observe,  except  his  being  the  fitttest  and  the 
sleekest  of  the  lot,  first  stripped  Jerry  with 
great  gravity,  and  placed  his  clothes  aside;  he 
then  proceeded  to  mark  the  white  man's  body 
with  a  piece  of  red  ochre,  in  various  carious 
devices,  symbolical,  na  doubt,  of  his  state  qf 
-probation. 
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This  l>eing  done,  and  Jerry,  in  buff,  being 
transformed  into  a  sort  of  illuminated  edition  of 
a  white  man,  the  priest  led  him  into  a  place 
in  the  bush  apart,  which  had  been  previously 
consecrated  in  some  way  known  only  to  the 
priest  himself,  where  he  was  left  alone  to  silence 
and  meditation.  Jerry  peeped  out  and  saw  the 
black  fellows  about  thirty  yards  off,  in  a  circle, 
watching  the  sacred  spot 

In  this  way  they  passed  the  night,  no  one 
stirring ;  and  as  Jerry  was  too  cold  to  sleep,  he 
had  ample  leisure  for  reflection  on  the  muta^ 
bility  of  human  affairs  in  this  world,  and  on  the 
hope  of  a  world  to  come.  He  had  a  strong 
suspicion  of  the  great  wood  fire  which  he  had 
passed  on  his  way  to  his  present  resting-place^ 
and  he  had  an  indefinable  dread  that  the  world 
to  come  was  to  be  opened  to  him  that  way;  a 
•conjecture  which  increased  still  more  his  gene- 
ral disinclination  to  depart  from  this;  and  the 
ceremony  of  the  next  day  was  by  no  means 
<!alculated  to  lesson  his  apprehensions. 

Shortly  after  the  dawn,  the  priest   visited 
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him,  and  examined  him  attentively.  As  Jeny 
did  not  know  what  to  saj,  he  very  wisdj  faeU 
his  tongue ;  and  as  it  happened  this  was  the 
Tery  thing  which  was  expected  of  him*  The 
priest  rewarded  his  tiactabilitj  with  a  gnm 
snule,  and  hastily  leaving  hini^  xetomed  with  a 
piece  of  roasted  kangaroo's  flesh,  which  Jerry 
deroored  with  much  appetite.  This  also^ 
seemed  to  please  the.  priest,  who  pinched  his 
loins  and  shoulders  much  in  the  same  way  as  a 
butcher  feels  a  sheep  to  see  if  he  is  &t  enon|^ 
to  be  killed:  a  cexemony  which  Jerry  con* 
sidered  was  of  a  did>ious  character ;  eapeddOy 
as  the  priest  grinned  with  his  teeth  appro- 
vingly, an  expression  of  satisfiiction,  which  caused 
poor  Jeny  to  conceive  very  disi^ieeable  antici- 
pations of  the  cannibalistic  propensities  of  the 
black  rasdd.    The  priest  then  left  him. 

In  about  half  an  hour  the  priest  letnined, 
carrying  with  him  the  materials  for  the  new 
member's  next  probation. 

With  a  dexterity  which  surprised  Jeremish, 
the  old  gentleman  proceeded  to  dress  him  up 
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in  the  guise  of  a  kangaroo.  He  placed  on  his 
head  and  over  his  body  the  skin  of  that  aniinal 
ivith  its  for  on  as  natural  as  life ;  he  wn^>ped 
the  skin  round  him,  and  secured  it  with 
strings  made  of  the  strips  of  the  stringj  bark 


The  tail  of  the  animal  stuffed  with  grass  pro- 
jected behind,  and  the  priest  was  pleased  to 
teach  Jerry  to  wag  it  with  the  hand  in  an  easy 
and  graceful  manner,  intimating  to  him  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  would  presently  be  called  on 
to  hop  in  imitation  of  the  creature  which  he 
represented. 

Jerry  thought  there  was  no  great  hann  in 
that,  proTided  they  did  not  cany  oa  the  alle- 
gory too  jGir,  and  kill  and  eat  him  to  make  the 
resemblance  more  complete.  He  fo^an  hop- 
ping therefore,  with  much  pains,  about  the 
small  space  in  which  he  was  endosed,  and  his 
performance  seemed  to  the  priest  so  excellent, 
and  Jeremiah  in  his  new  dress  was  such  an 
admirable  likeness  of  a  kangaroo,  that  the 
master  of  the    ceremonies    hastened  to  give 
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notice  to  his  companions  that  the  sport  vtt 
jreadj  to  begin. 

Jeny  sat  on  his  haunches,  his  ears  pricked 
up,  and  his  kangaroo  head  erect  in  anxious  ex- 
pectation. Presently  he  saw  the  natives  in  a 
body,  advancing  on  tip-toe  to  the  place  where 
he  was  ensconced,  and  acting  the  part  of  look- 
ing about  for  a  kangaroo.  They  examined  the 
ground,  smelled  to  it,  snuffed  the  air,  and  tried 
to  penetrate  with  their  eyes  into  the  bushes 
where  Jeny  lay;  but  all  in  the  utmost 
silence. 

Presently  one  pretended  on  a  sudden  to 
discover  the  kangaroo;  he  communicated  the 
information  by  signs  to  his  fellows,  who  now 
advanced  with  quick  steps  to  the  bush,  brandish- 
ing their  spears  and  waddles  in  a  threatenii^ 
manner.  Jerry  did  not  like  the  looks  of  them; 
he  began  to  doubt  whether  they  were  in  jest  or 
^earnest,  they  acted  their  parts  so  welL  While 
he  was  deliberating  a  spear  passed  a  littie  way 
over  his  head.  This  was  too  bad !  and  Jeny 
making  a  desperate  spring,  cleared  one  side 
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of  the  bush  fence,  and  appeared  in  the  open 
space  beyond. 

A  loud  shout  from  the  natives  proclaimed 
their  admiration  of  the  feat ;  and  they  followed 
him  with  joyful  cries,  throwing  their  spears  at 
him  occasionally,  which  hit  him  with  hard 
bumps,  but  their  ends  being  blunted  they  did 
him  no  ferther  injury*  The  frequency  of  their 
occunrence,  however,  so  alarmed  Jerry,  that 
without  more  hesitation,  breaking  out  into  a 
brisk  run,  he  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  repeti- 
tion of  such  native  compliments. 

And  now  the  chase  grew  fist  and  furious; 
Jeny  bounded  along,  his  tail  thumping  the 
ground  in  the  most  natural  manner  imagin* 
able,  and  the  natives  following  after  shouting, 
screaming,  yelling,  and  performing  all  sorts  of 
antics  as  they  pursued  him  round  and  round  the 
encampment.  Helen's  curiosity  was  roused  by 
the  general  excitement,  and  as  this  was  a  part 
of  the  ceremony  which  females  were  allowed 
to  look  upon,  for  the  reason  perhaps  that  it 
could    not   easily  be    prevented,  the    whole 
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collection  of  gins  old  and  young  assemUed 
to  witness  the  performance,  greeting  Jerrj  sb 
he  passed  them  in  his  circular  career  with 
vociferous  screams  of  delight  and  laughter. 

Even  Helen,  as  Jerry  passed  her  at  fuO 
speedy  with  his  enormous  tail  wagging  behind 
him,  in  spite  of  the  anxious  thoughts  whid 
oppressed  her  with  regard  to  her  own  fate, 
could  not  forbear  from  smiling  at  the  ludicroiM 
figure  which  Mr.  SiUiman  cut  in  his  extra* 
ordinary  costume  !  He  had  only  time,  as  he 
shot  by  her,  to  ejaculate  "Oh,  miss!"  when 
he  was  lost  among  the  bushes,  and  Helen,  to 
avoid  the  mob  of  savages  who  were  in  pursnl, 
retired  behind  the  women. 

As  the  natives  adroitly  hemmed  in  Jeny 
during  the  chase,  within  a  certain  circle,  and 
as  he  soon  became  fatigued  with  the  exertioin, 
he  was  glad  to  take  refuge  again  in  the  retreat 
from  which  he  had  set  out^  where  his  tor^ 
mentors  left  him  unmolested ;  and,  shortly 
afterwards,  the  priest  visited  him,  and  said 
something  to  him  with  a  severe  countenaaee 
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and  in  an  angry  tone,  which  Jerry  could  not 
fiiil  to  interpret  as  a  reproof  for  some  breach 
of  etiquette  which  he  had  unwittingly  com- 
mitted. 

And,  in  truth,  poor  Jerry  had  offended 
against  the  practice  of  that  august  ceremonial 
in  a  way  which  gave  rise  to  sinister  observa* 
iions  among  the  savages.  Instead  of  hopping 
like  a  kangaroo  during  the  last  ceremony,  he 
had  used  his  legs  like  a  man,  an  offence  which 
went  far  to  vitiate  the  whole  proceeding,  and 
which  exposed  them  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
women  who  had  assembled  to  admire  that 
popular  part  of  the  entertainment. 

From  what  followed,  however,  it  would 
seem  that,  at  the  intercession  with  the  priest 
of  the  daughter  of  the  chief,  Jerry's  mis- 
behaviour  was  overlooked,  on  the  condition 
that  next  day  he  would  abide  firmly  by  the 
farther  test  which  he  was  to  be  exposed  to. 

Jerry  passed  that  night  as  he  had  done  the 
first,  with  the  exception  that  the  kangaroo- 
skin  served  to  keep  him  a  little  warmer ;  and 
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as  the  air  was  mild  and  continaed  remarkably 
dry  for  that  season  of  the  year,  he  contrired  to 
get  a  little  sleep.  This  time  the  priest  brought 
him  a  grilled  opossum,  which,  although  it 
stunk  abominably  of  the  peppermint  tree, 
Jerry  was  compelled  to  eat  to  satisfy  his 
hunger. 

He  judged  from  this  change  of  food  that  he 
should  be  obliged  to  climb  trees  like  an  opos- 
sum  ;  but  he  was  mistaken.  His  next  ordeal 
was  of  a  very  different  nature ;  it  was  called  in 
the  native  language  ^*  the  trial  of  spears." 

On  the  morning  of  this  concluding  cere* 
mony,  the  priest  stripped  the  half-adopted 
brother  of  his  kangaroo  appurtenances,  and 
having  touched  him  up  under  the  eyes  and  on 
the  forehead  with  some  masterly  strokes  of 
red  ochre,  he  led  him  forth  into  a  large  dear 
space,  where  all  the  men  of  the  tribe  were 
assembled  to  take  part  in  the  ezhilntion. 
The  old  chief,  from  his  infirmities,  was  merely 
a  spectator  of  the  trial. 

Ten  spears  were  now  given  to  Jeremiah, 
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and  he  was  placed  about  sixty  jrards  from  a 
particular  spot  in  front  of  the  natives,  who  all 
had  spears  in  their  hands*  Jerry  observed 
that  those  given  to  him  were  sharp,  and  he 
concluded  that  the  spears  in  the  hands  of  the 
black  fellows  were  sharp  also.  This  circnm* 
stance  troubled  him  not  a  little ;  and  when  he 
Ibund  himself  standing  alone,  with  all  the 
savages  congregated  opposite,  he  began  to 
fear  that  a  principal  part  of  the  ceremony  was 
to  make  a  cock-shy  of  him  for  the  others  to 
cast  their  spears  at!  Kor  was  he  far  mis- 
taken in  that  conjecture. 

Jerry  being  thus  posted,  and  the  priest  in  a 
loud  voice  having  made  an  exhortation  to  his 
flock,  which  from  the  significant  gestures  used 
Jerry  conceived  was  an  urgent  admonition  on 
his  part  to  the  others  to  take  good  aim  and 
stick  their  spears  into  the  mark^  the  sport 
b^an. 

"First  one  native  came  up  to  the  appointed 
distance,  and  threw  his  spear  at  Jerry ;  it  went 
wide  of  the  mark. 
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'  Then  another  came  on  and  tried  his  skill. 

If  Jerry  had  not  tamed  this  second  spear 
aside  with  the  bundle  of  similar  weapons 
,  which  he  held  in  his  hand  it  would  have 
inflicted  an  ugly  wound.  Jerry's  dexterity  in 
defence  elicited  a  warm  shout  of  approbation 
from  the  savages ;  but  whether  the  expression 
of  it  was  in  favour  of  the  marksman  or  of  the 
target,  seemed  to  Jerry  doubtful. 

One  by  one  each  of  the  natives  discharged 
his  spear;  and  it  was  an  evidence  of  the 
general  harmless  nature  of  the  ceremony, 
though  as  savage  in  its  practice  as  the  wild 
people  who  invented  it,  but  on  this  occasion 
the  object  of  their  practice  escaped  unhurt 

It  was  now  Jerry's  turn  to  try  his  skill ;  afid 
the  priest  having  harangued  him  singly  in  a 
strain  similar  to  his  first  speech  to  the  natives, 
Resumed  his  place  by  the  side  of  the  chief. 

A  native  now  advanced  with  a  spear  in  his 
hand  and  took  his  place  on  the  spot  from 
which  each  had  cast  a  spear. 

Jerry  considered  this  as  an  invitation  to 
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have  a  shot  at  him,  but  in  his  inexperience  he 
threw  his  spear  sideways,  and  his  clumsiness 
was  received  with  a  shout  of  derisive  lausrhter 
by  the  others. 

Another  native  succeeded,  and  Jerry  threw 
-a  second  spear  at  him.  This  was  better.  He 
now  tried  his  luck  at  a  third,  and  this  time 
the  spear  nearly  reached  its  mark.  The 
fourth  seeing  the  very  narrow  escape  of  the 
last,  hehl  his  own  spear  in  an  attitude  of 
defence  to  ward  off  the  coming  missile. 

But  this  cast  was  a  decided  failure,  and  it 
was  owing  perhaps  to  the  contempt  with 
which  the  natives  regarded  their  new  brother*js 
want  of  skill,  that  the  tenth  man  disdaining 
to  avail  himself  of  his  spear  of  defence  which 
he  threw  on  the  ground,  was  hit  by  Jerry's 
last  spear  which  entered  the  native's  right 
Aim* 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  fortunate 
for  Jerry  than  the  success  of  this  last  exploit, 
M  it  established  him  oa  the  spot  in  the  good 
opinion  of  his  sable  brethren ;  and  far  from 
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exhibiting  any  ill-will  at  the  event,  thqf 
treated  him  with  extraordinary  respect,  and 
escorted  htm  in  a  body  to  the  daughter  cf 
their  chief,  to  whom  they  presented  him  as  one 
worthy  of  her  distingnidied  prefierenee. 

Jerry  was  now  in  the  high  road  to  prefer- 
ment; but  thinking,  that  he  might  torn  the 
&T0urable  opinion  of  the  natires  towards  him 
to  good  aeconnt,  and  judging  that  tkey  would 
now  have  confidence  in  him  and  be  less  strict 
in  watching  his  motions,  he  intimated  lo  them 
hy  signs  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  and  the 
white  woman  to  perform  certain  ceremanias  of 
their  own  in  private.  He  pointed  to  the  am 
w^hich  was  declining,  and  endeavoured  to  malKe 
them  nnderstand  that  the  rites  whidi  he  was 
about  to  perform  were  in  deferraioe  to  that 
luminary. 

The  old  woman  seemed  inclined  at  first  to 
dispense  with  more  formalities,  but  the  priest, 
who  was  curious  to  know  what  die  white  msn 
would  doy  pronouAoed  an  authoritative  o^nioi^ 
4»  Jerry  conjectured  fifom  hb  maimer,  infinoiff 
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of  their  new  brother's  proposal ;  and  Jerry^ 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  lost  no 
time  in  patting  the  design  which  he  had  con- 
c^ired  into  execution. 

Accordingly  he  dressed  himself  agun  in  his 
clothes,  and  taking  the  old  black  woman  by  the 
iiand  to  disarm  suspidoi^,  and  with  the  priest 
on  his  other  side,  followed  by  the  chief  and  die 
rest  of  the  male  tribe,  he  advanced  to  the  quar- 
ter of  the  women,  where  Helen  was,  sitting  on 
the  ground* 

Taking  a  hint  from  the  priest's  proceedings, 
lie  hacangued  Helen  in  a  loud  voice,  pointing 
to  the  son,  and  marching  round  her  in  a  circle. 
His  speech  which,  of  course,  was  not  nnder^ 
stood  by  the  natives,  was  to  inform  ber  of  the 
plan  whidi  he  had  formed  for  their  escape  tiiat 
night,  and  to  exphdn  tp  her  the  part  which  she 
was  to  act.  He  took  care  fiequently  to  point  to 
the  sun  during  this  maneeitVTe,  the  better  to 
impress  on  the  spectators  the  reality  and  sin- 
ceri^  of  the  white  man^s  ceremony. 

Telling  Helen  to  rise,  he  instructed  her  to 
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walk  before  him,  and  intimating  to  the  men  by 
.signs  that  they  were  not  to  follow,  he  directed 
her  to  proceed  to  a  certain  spot,  in  an  easteriy 
direction,  where  a  clump  of  fern  trees  woald 
Betve  effectually  to  screen  her  from  obsei^ 
vation. 

Accompanied  by  the  chief  and  the  priest^ 
they  marched  solemnly  to  the  appointed  spot; 
and,  having  placed  her  within  the  recess,  Jeny 
drew  a  line  around  her  with  a  bough  of  a 
geranium  which  he  plucked  as  he. proceeded: 
and  then  having  placed  four  similar  boughs  in 
the  ground,  at  the  four  comers  of  her  retreat, 
he  retired  with  the  conjuror  and  the  priest  in 
the  same  solemn  manner  as  before ! 

The  sun  now  began  to  sink  below  the  hori- 
zon, and  Jeny  returned  to  the  spot  in  the  badi 
jn  which  he  had  been  placed  by  the  priest 
^during  the  ceremony  of  bis  own  inidation;  and 
.making  his  two  companions  understand  that  be 
desired  to  be  left  alone,  they  retired. 

The  ingenious  Jerry,  whose  wits  were 
sharpened  by  danger  and  necessity,  now  pre- 
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tended  to  busy  himself  with  various  mysterious 
preparations  in  order  to  deceive  the  conjuror 
or  any  other  inquisitive  savage  who  might  be 
observing  him.  He  then  laid  himself  down  on 
his  back  as  if  to  watch  the  stars  as^  one  after 
another,  they  rose  to  view  in  the  heavens ;  but 
listening  to  the  slightest  noise  of  what  was 
going  on  at  the  native  fires. 

In  this  state  he  waited^  in  a  state  of  most 
anxious  suspense,  until  the  natives  should  be 
buried  in  sleep,  which  would  afford  him  the 
opportuni^  of  carrying  his  bold  resolution  of 
escape  into  effect. 
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CHAPTER  XVIIL 


Fbst  one^  and  then  another  nad¥e  ccnled  him- 
self  up  under  his  hreakwind  for  the  nigliL 
Jeny  waited  till  the  general  silenoe  gave  evi* 
dence  of  the  whole  tribe  being  fast  asleep.  The 
night  was  cloudy ;  a  fisivourable  accident  for  his 
enterprise^  as  the  natives  have  a  superstitioos 
fear  of  the  dark. 

Jerry  stole  noiselessly  finom  his  covert,  and 
looked  cautiously  about;  all  seemed  safe;  he 
could  not  distinguish  any  one  on  the  watcL 
The  fires  before  the  natives'  low  bark-hats  were 
burning  brightly  at  a  little  distance ;  the  rest  of 
the  bush  was  involved  in  deep  obscurity — ^ren- 
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dered  more  gloomy  by  the  contrast  of  the  light 
of  the  bfuming  logs.  He  knew  the  ground 
well;  and  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  slightest 
rustling  of  the  bushes,  or  the  least  sound  from 
the  cracking  of  the  dry  sticks  in  his  path,  he 
bent  his  way  to  the  spot  where  Helen  had  been 
placed  apart  in  preparation  for  her  marriage 
with  the  black  chief. 

He  threaded  his  way  successfully  through  the 
thickets;  he  heard  no  one  stirring;   his  plan 

seemed  to  prosper;    and    for   once   Fortune 

* 

seemed  to  favour  him.  He  reached  Helen's 
resting-place  without  hinderance  or  accident. 
She  was  ready  at  his  touch;  and  without  speak- 
ing they  set  out  together. 

Helen  could  not  disguise  from  herself  the 
extreme  hazard  of  the  step  they  were  taking, 
nor  the  perils  to  which  they  would  be  exposed 
in  the  bush ;  but  death  in  any  shape  was  prefer- 
able to  a  marriage  with  the  old  black  fellow. 
She  had  many  times  endeavoured  to  communi- 
cate to  the  woman^  that,  if  they  would  take  her 
back  to  the  town  of  the  white  people,  a  great 
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reward  of  axes  and  nails  would  be  given  to  the 
tribe ;  but  they  either  could  not  or  would  not 
undeistand  her.  Their  present  desperate  flight, 
therefore^  was  her  only  alternative. 

Neither  was  Mr.  Silliman  less  determined  to 
brave  all  rather  than  encounter  the  endearments 
of  that  hideous  old  woman!  to  say  nothing  of 
bis  being  dieted  occasionally  on  half-broiled 
opossum,  and  gum-tree  caterpillaiB  I  Besides, 
there  was  a  spice  of  romance  in  him,  after  all; 
he  wasgood-natured^  and  did  not  want  courage, 
although  he  was  without  the  habit  of  exercisiDg 
it  in  action ;  and  to  be  knight-errant  to  ^  Miss 
Helen"  was  a  high  privil^^  and  a  stimulant  to 
heroic  deeds.  He  felt  proud  of  himself  as 
Helen  followed  him  in  silence  through  the 
forest. 

They  were  not  without  some  plan,  however, 
in  their  flight.  They  had  previously  agteed 
•that  the  point  to  which  they  should  direct  their 
-steps,  in  the  event  of  their  being  able  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  the  savages,  should  be  a  high 
hill,  on  the  top  of  which  a  tall  and  l*cmarkaUc 
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tree  presented  the  singular  appearance  of  ft 
ship  in  lull  sail.  Besides,  they  knew  that  ihi 
breadth  of  the  island  was  but  small,  and  that  by 
keeping  towards  the  east  they  must  at  last  come 
to  some  district  inhabited  by  settlers.  The 
obscurity  was  so  great,  however,  that  they  could 
hardly  make  their  way  through  the  forest.  It 
Was  a  painful  journey,  but  hope  supported  them; 
and  the  fear  of  the  fate  from  which  they  had 
escaped,  was  greater  than  the  fear  of  the  dan« 
gers  which  they  encountered. 

As  soon  as  they  had  got  to  such  a  distance 
from  the  natives'  fires  that  they  thought  they 
might  talk  in  safety,  Mr.  Silliman  endeavoured 
to  support  Helen's  courage  by  representing 
that  they  could  not  have  more  than  seventy  or 
eighty  miles  to  travel  at  the  most — for  the 
island  was  only  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
>«ride — before  they  came  either  to  the  high* 
road  leading  firom  Hobart  Town  to  Launceston, 
or  to  some  settler's  farm,  or  stock-keeper's  hut* 
He  assured  her,  also,  that  there  were  no  wild 
blasts  on  the  island,  except  a  sort  of  hyena, 
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vbidi  had  never  been  known  to  attack  a  wbite 
peison. 

What  Helen  most  feared  was  snakes;  and 
she  often  shuddered  as  she  trod  on  some  soft 
substance  bearing  a  resemblance  to  the  feeling 
of  their  moist  cold  skins.  Her  shoes  had  been 
worn  out  some  time  unce ;  but  she  had  con* 
trived  for  herself  a  pair  of  mocassins,  made  of 
kangaroo-skin,  which  she  found  much  more 
easy  for  bush-travelling  than  shoes.  Jeny  had 
accommodated  himself  in  a  similar  manner; 
and  a  light  wind  having  diqieised  the  clouds 
overhead  so  as  to  allow  the  stars  to  lend  their 
light  for  their  guidance,  they  were  able  to 
proceed  at  a  pret^  good  pace.  As  thej 
increased  their  distance  their  spirits  b^^  to 
revive. 

iJ.  Helen  had  retained  possession  of  the  small 
pocket-pistols  found  in  the  kni^)6ack9  together 
with  the  powder-horn,  and  a  little  bag  ooo- 
tuning  about  a  dozen  bullets.  She  had  never 
allowed  them  to  quit  her  person,  and  with  these 
weapons  they  resolved  to  defend  themsdves  to 
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the  last ;  but  they  were  too  small  to  be  eflBcient 

except  at  dose  quarters.    Besides  these  means 

of  defence,   Jerry   had   the    axe,    which   on 

the  day  of  the  ceremonial  he  had  been  allowed 

to    appropriate  to   himself.     Thus  provided, 

they  considered  they  could  make  a  tolerable' 

zenstance, — for  a  time,  at  least; — and,  at  all 

events,  they  had  made  up  their  minds  that  it 

was  better  to  die  fighting  in  the  bush,  or  any 

way,  than  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  natives. 

With  this  resolve,  they  continued  their  way 

through  the  wilderness  the  whole  of  the  night, 

until  they  were  both  compelled  to  stop  from 

exhaustion.      But  even  as  they  stopped,  the 

rising  sun  began  to  gild  the  snow-white  tops 

of  some  high  mountains,  which  they  observed 

behind  them  to  the  north-west ;  and  presently 

the   light  of  day   appeared  to   cheer  them. 

They  saw  no  signs  of  the  natives,  and  they 

flattered  themselves  that  they  had  not   been 

missed.     In   this  hope,  however,  they  were 

mistaken. 

They  reckoned  that  they  had  proceeded  at 
VOL.  in.  8 
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kast  twentj  miles  daring  the  ni^t ;  bat  k 
was  afterwards  known  that  thej  had  not  gone 
mere  than  ten,  so  deceptive  is  travelling  in  the 
bash;  especially  when  forests  have  to  be  tre- 
versed.  Tmsting  to  this  calcalation,  Mr.  SiDi- 
man  thought  that  Helen  might  safely  repose 
herself  for  some  hours,  for  her  fttigae  daring 
the  night  had  been  very  great.  But  after 
resting  a  short  time,  she  declared  her  readines 
to  proceed. 

Before  they  set  out,  however,  they  caieMly 
examined  their  pistols;  Helen  had  one,  and 
Mr.  Silliman  the  other.  They  woold  be  bat 
a  poor  defence,  he  felt,  against  the  native^  if 
the  whole  tribe  should  pursae  them  widi 
hostile  intentions;  but  for  his  own  part,  he 
resolved  to  sell  his  life  dearly,  and  defend  Miss 
Horton  with  his  axe  to  the  last ;  and  it  was 
not  long  before  his  courage  was  put  to  the 
test. 

They  were  now  traversing  wide  plains,  not 
inconveniently  covered  with  trees.  This  sort 
of  country  continued  for  about  eight  miles  in 
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the  direotion  which  they  were  traveUiog. 
Thick  scmb  and  an  exceedingly  dense  wood 
then  intenrened  between  that  point  and  nearly 
the  water's  edge  of  a  broad  and  rapid  riyer, 
which  was  the  same  crossed  by  them  on  the 
raft,  and  the  one  which  the  Bushranger  had 
swam  over  when  he  lost  the  Major's  horse, 
and  recdyed  his  wound. 

But  of  these  circumstances  they  were  igno- 
rant ;  they  directed  their  course  by  the  sun, 
without  knowing  anything  of  the  part  of  the 
country  oyer  which  they  were  passing,  and 
which  had  neyer  been  explored  by  the  colo- 
nists. The  eyents  of  this  day,  howeyer,  were 
destined  to  ^ye  that  district  a  memorable 
celebrity. 

Hiey  had  already  reached  the  entrance  of 
the  scrub  which  approached  the  wood  bor- 
dering on  the  riyer,  when  Helen,  casting  her 
eyes  back  to  take  the  bearings  of  some  re- 
markable objects,  to  assist  them  in  presenring 
a  straight  line — ^a  practice  abroad,  when  she 

was  in  Germany,  which  had  been  taught  her 

s  2 
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by  her  fkther — ^fiincied  she  saw  a  moYing  ob- 
ject behind  them.  As  they  had  seen  many 
kangaroos  in  their  way,  she  disregarded  it  at 
first;  bat  the  object  continuing  to  advance, 
she  pointed  it  ont  to  her  companioo,  and  they 
were  not  long  in  perceiving  that  it  was  a 
native;  and  in  a  minute  or  two  more  they 
could  distinguish  that  it  was  the  old  woman 
from  whose  affectionate  home  Mr.  Silliman 
had  ungallantly  eloped  the  night  before. 

He  was  by  no  means,  howeyer,  in  the 
humour  to  comment  jocosely  on  that  circum- 
stance, as  the  matter  was  too  serious ;  for  her 
appearance  betokened  the  propinquity  of 
others  of  the  tribe.  It  was  evident  that  she 
was  on  their  track ;  to  hide  themselves,  there- 
fore, was  hopeless.  The  best  plan  was  to 
push  forward,  and  try  to  discover  some  cave 
the  entrance  of  which  they  might  be  able  to 
defend  with  their  tiny  fire-arms  against  the 
attack  of  the  savages.  With  this  intent  they 
kept  on  their  course  to  the  thick  forest  of 
trees  beyond  the  scrub. 
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The  weather  had  been  remarkably  dry  for 
some  weeks,  and  that  day  was  fine,  bat  the 
sun  was  very  hot.  Mr.  Sillunan  had  been 
congratulating  Miss  Horton  on  the  former 
circumstance,  and  had  been  expressing  his 
regret  at  the  latter ;  but  the  sight  of  the  old 
woman  put  a  sudden  stop  to  all  such  compli- 
mentary expressions.  She  perceired  them, 
they  were  sure ;  for  as  they  plunged  into  the 
thickets,  they  saw  her  raise  up  her  arms  in  a 
threatening  manner,  and  Helen  observed  that 
she  held  in  her  hand  the  firesticks,  usually 
carried  by  the  natives  in  all  their  excursions. 

They  saw  no  one  with  her,  though  they 
could  not  hope  that  she  was  unaccompanied ; 
and  they  were  aware  that  she  walked  much 
faster  than  they  did.  But  without  waiting  to 
discuss  the  amount  of  the  danger,  they  pressed 
forward,  and  reserved  their  breath  to  acce- 
lerate their  pace ;  they  would  willingly  have 
made  it  a  run,  but  they  were  too  tired  for  that 
exertion.  In  the  mean  time,  the  old  woman 
continued  to  gain  on  them.    As  they  reached 
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the  entrance  of  the  wood  she  orertook  diem, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  stand  at  bay* 

Planting  heraelf  in  their  path,  she  stood 
before  them,  and  commenced  a  vehemenl 
harangue,  supported  by  the  most  energetic 
gesticulations;  and  although  they  oould^not 
underrtand  a  word  that  she  said,  they  guessed 
that  she  was  exhorting  them  to  return,  and  wai 
threatening  them  with  the  vengeance  of  hersdf 
and  of  her  tribe,  if  they  refused.  She  fie- 
quendy  pointed  to  the  country  behind  diem, 
which  they  construed  into  the  information  that 
all  the  sayages  were  on  their  way  to  oyertske 
their  jnisoners,  and  that  they  would  pre- 
sently be  upon  them. 

Seeing  that  her  intended  husband  paid  no 
regard  to  her  remonstrancesi  she  was  about  to 
return  on  her  steps,  to  uige  her  black  com- 
panions to  hasten  forward  to  recapture  them; 
but  as  this  by  no  means  ^  suited  his  book,"  m 
Jerry  said  to  Miss  Horton,  he  proposed  tfast 
they  should  seize  the  woman,  and  if  neoesssiy 
put  her  to  death.    Helen  hoped  that  would  not 
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be  necessary,  not  only  because  she  had  a  strong 
disinclination  to  take  the  life  of  a  native,  bat 
because  the  death  of  the  woman  would  serve 
still  farther  to  exasperate  her  countrymen. 
Bat  it  was  necessary  to  do  something  decisive 
to  stop  her. 

Mr.  Silliman  beckoned  to  her  to  come  back  to 
thenit  as  she  turned  round  to  threaten  them  once 
more.  The  old  woman  stopped;  but  with  the 
instinct  of  savages,  she  saw  a  something  in  his 
eye  that  was  an&vourable  to  her;  and  she 
hesitated.  He  advanced  towards  her;  she 
retreated;  and  was  about  to  run  off,  when  to 
alarm  her,  he  fired  off  his  pistol,  and  she  fell 
immediately  to  the  ground;  but  it  was  only 
fix>m  fright. 

Without  losing  a  moment  he  rushed  on  her, 
calling  out  to  Miss  Horton  at  the  same  time  to 
come  and  assist  him ;  and  before  the  woman 
coald  recover  herself,  he  tied  her  hands  tightly 
together.  At  this  treatment,  however,  her  ter- 
ron  as  to  what  more  was  to  be  done  to  her  be- 
ooming  excessive,  the  old  woman  set  op  a 
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80  horrid  and  so  shrilly  that  both  Helen  and 
himself  feared  that  it  'could  be  heard  by  the 
other  natives  a  dozen  miles  off,  and  Mr.  Silli- 
man  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  ex* 
pedient  of  stuffing  her  mouth  with  some  of  the 
long  coarse  grass,  which  was  abundant  under 
their  feet.  He  considered  it  prudent,  also^  to 
tie  her  legs  together,  so  as  to  give  them  time  to 
get  some  distance  ahead,  before  she  could  give 
information  of  them. 

Helen  remarked  that  the  fire*6ticks  which 
she  had  let  fall  had  inflamed  some  dry  twigs 
which  stood  near,  at  the  foot  of  a  decayed  tree 
whose  charred  appearance  gave  evidence  of 
its  having  already  suffered  from  fire ;  and  she 
feared  that  it  might  serve  as  a  guide  to  the 
natives  in  their  pursuit. 

But  Mr.  Silliman  observed  tliat  it  did  not 
matter,  as  the  presence  of  the  old  woman 
proved  that  the  natiyes  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  tracking  them.  To  remove  her  feara, 
however,  in  respect  to  the  fire  attracting  atten- 
tion, he  attempted  to  put  it  out;   but  the 
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mmsBal  dryness  of  the  season  had  rendered 
the  materials  so  inflammable  that  the  fire  had 
begnn  to  bum  fiercely^  and  had  already  ignited 
the  charred  trunk  of  the  tree  under  which  it 
had  been  kindled. 

Not  wishing  to  lose  time,  and  as  the  extin- 
guishing of  the  tree  which  was  on  fire  was 
beyond  their  power,  they  abandoned  the  at- 
tempt ;  and  ^leaving  the  old  woman  on  the 
ground  securely  fastened,  they  hastened  on 
through  the  wood.  But  the  trees  were  so 
close  together,  and  the  dead  timber  which 
covered  the  ground  was  so  thickly  strewed  in 
their  way,  that  their  progress  was  necessarily 
slow.  Howeyer,  they  toiled  diligently  through, 
rejoicing  that  they  had  managed  so  well  to 
escape  the  danger  threatened  by  the  old 
woman;  but  a  new  peril  now  beset  them, 
from  an  enemy  more  sarage  and  devouring 
than  the  natives  themselves,  and  one  with 
which  mortal  strength  had  little  chance  in 
coping 

From  the  increasing  light,  and  the  crack- 


ling  of  baraing  timber  in  tbdr  rear,  ib^ 
became  sensible  tbat  the  forest  was  on  fiie; 
and  from  the  strong  smell  of  smoke  wbich  now 
assailed  them,  they  knew  that  sack  wind  as 
there  was,  blew  directly  from  the  fire  towazds 
Aemselres. 

They  had  no  idea,  however,  at  the  moment, 
that  a  fire  in  the  woods  of  Van  Diemen'a  Land 
was  so  fierce  and  so  rapid  in  its  progress ;  but 
they  were  soon  to  learn,  by  bitter  experience^ 
another,  and  the  most  dreadftd  of  all  the  perib 
of  the  bush. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


THE  BURinifO  FOREST. 


Hblen's  courage  at  the  appalling  sight  of  the 
blazing  wood,  now  began  to  fail  her  at  last* 
She  had  escaped  from  the  bushrangers,  and 
from  the  natires;  bat  from  her  present  peril 
she  saw  no  escape  I 

The  dead  timber  with  which  the  surface  of 
the  ground  was  covered^  afforded  ready  ma- 
terials for  the  extension  of  the  fire  which  spread 
rapidly  on  the  right  and  on  the  left ;  while  the 
flames,  leaping  from  bush  to  bush,  and  firom 
faxanch  to  branch,  licking  the  tall  stems  with 
their  fiery  tongues,  threatened  to  form  a  blazing 
canopy  of  fire  over  their  heads. 


268        THB  BUBNINO  FOBB8T. 

She  endeavoured  to  console  herself  and  her 
companion  with  the  consideration  that  die 
flames  which  bore  such  danger  to  themselyes, 
would  serve  as  a  fieiy  screen  to  keep  ofF  die 
natives  who  they  did  not  doubt  were  in  pursuit 
of  them.  But  all  fear  of  the  natives  was  pre- 
sently swallowed  up  by  the  urgency  of  the  ped 
which  immediately  assuled  them ;  for  the  fire, 
they  clearly  saw,  outran  their  most  strenuous 
efforts  to  fly  from  it;  and  it  was  so  dose  on 
them,  that  it  was  evident  to  both,  that  to 
attempt  to  get  out  of  the  range  of  the  flames  by 
a  side-movement,  would  be  only  a  waste  of 
time,  and  a  folly  to  think  of; — their  only  chance 
of  escape,  if  chance  there  was,  was  by  flying 
direcdy  before  it. 

But  they  soon  began  to  feel  the  effect  of 
the  heat  produced  by  so  great  a  body  ci 
fire,  giving  them  a  foretaste  of  one  of  the 
most  dreadful  of  deaths;  and  the  smoke 
began  to  encircle  them  widun  its  thick  daik 
folds,  so  that  sometimes  it  was  only  from 
the  sound  of  the  crackling  vrood  behind  theni, 
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that  they  were  able  to  keep  in  the  right 
direction. 

To  add  to  their  fears  they  found  themselyes 
beset  by  numerous  black  and  diamond-spotted 
snakes,  which,  driven  from  their  retreats  by 
the  advancing  fire,  wound  their  way  rapidly 
onwards,  but  happily  too  intent  on  saving 
themselves  to  molest  those  who  were  flying 
firom  the  same  danger.  Nor  was  this  the 
worst ;  for  the  flames,  suddenly  finding  mater 
rials  more  inflanunable  to  feed  on,  spread 
themselves  on  both  sides  of  the  struggling 
fiigitives  with  extraordinary  rapidity,  threaten- 
ing to  enclose  them  and  thus  cut  off  all  possi- 
bility of  escape. 

But  still  they  kept  on  their  course ;  jumping 
over  logs  of  dead  timber ;  scrambling  through 
the  underwood ;  and  exerting  every  nerve  to 
hasten  their  flight  from  the  terrible  enemy 
roaring  behind  them.  The  wood  was  so  thick, 
and  the  smoke  so  obscured  the  atmosphere, 
that  they  could  see  nothing  before  them  but 
the  straight  and  branchless  trunks  of  the  tall 
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stringy-bark  trees ;  and  vhen  the  fire  increased 
in  its  circular  direction  around  them,  ihey  lost 
thdr  guide  and  mark  by  which  they  had 
hitherto  directed  thdr  oonrse. 

Blinded  by  the  smoke ;  iheir  senses  scared 
by  ihe  fire ;  and  their  judgment  lost»  firom  the 
imminenoy  of  the  peril  which  surrounded  ih^n, 
ibey  hesitated  in  their  fiight; — ^not  knowhig 
which  way  to  direct  their  steps,  and  meeting 
with  flames  on  all  sides, — ^they  stood  still,  and 
awaited  their  doom  in  silence. 

Helen  sunk  on  her  knees,  and  prayed  aloud 
and  fenrently!  Her  fellow- sufierer  stood 
aghast  at  the  firightful  sight  of  the  blazmg 
forest,  and  gazed  at  the  flames  which  were 
coming  thick  upon  them  in  trembling  and 
speechless  helplessness !  There  was  no  longer 
any  hope ;  and  both  were  so  exhausted  by  their 
previous  exertions,  that  they  had  not  strengdi 
to  stir. 

<«This  is  a  dreadful  death  to  die,"  said  Helen 
to  her  companion;  ^^but  there  is  no  hope! 
And  at  least  it  is  better  to  die  thus  than  by  the 
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tormeiiis  of  the  savages.  The  fire  blazes 
fiercer  in  that  direction  than  erer !" 

^ It  IS  all  oyer  with  ns,  miss!''  said  poor 
Jeremiah.  *^  I  conld  not  more  an  inch  fiirther 
if  the  fire  was  burning  my  legs." 

^^  We  must  say  farewell  to  each  other,  my 
good  friend,"  continued  Helen ;  ^*  but  at  least 
I  can  thank  you  for  having  been  the  means  of 
releasing  me  from  the  savages ;  and  if  I  had 
lived,  depend  upon  it  you  should  have  found 
me  grateful." 

^*  You  are  very  good  to  say  so,  miss ;  and  if 
we  had  not  been  burned  as  we  are  to  be,  if 
you  would  have  put  in  a  good  word  for  me 
with  your  sister.  Miss  Louisa ; — ^but  it  is  too 
late  now !  To  be  burned  to  death  in  this  way  I 
It  is  very  dreadftd !  There 's  a  blaze !  Miss : 
we  must  try  to  get  away  a  little  further  from 
those  flames !  Your  dress  will  catch  fire  in  a 
moment !" 

**  Try  and  save  yourself,  my  good  fiiend," 
said  Helen.    ^^  I  cannot  move  a  step  further,  I 
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am   80  exhausted.      Save  younel^    and   tdl 
Louisa  that  my  last  words  were — ^ 

She  was  interrupted  by  a  blaze  of  light  from 
the  inflammation  of  some  dead  bushes,  so  dose 
that  the  flames  almost  scorched  her.  The  effect 
was  so  powerful  on  Jeremiah  that  he  started 
up,  and  although,  the  moment  before,  it  seemed 
that  no  peril  and  no  pun  could  force  him  to 
move,  he  suddenly  found  himself  excited  in  an 
extraordinary  manner. 

*'  It  is  too  hot  to  bear,"  he  cried  out :  *'  Miss 
Horton,  get  up  and  try  to  move  a  little  fieurther 
off." 

'^  Impossible  I''  replied  Helen ;  ''  I  am  utter- 
ly exhausted,  and  I  cannot  move.  But,  save 
yourself,  my  good  friend,  and  leave  me  to  die 
where  I  am.  The  smoke  will  soon  stifle  me 
before  the  fire  comes  !" 

<'  But  the  fire  is  come,  miss,"  replied  Jere 
miah ;  '^  and  if  your  dress  catches,  how  are  we 
to  put  it  out  ?" 

**  Save  yourself "  repeated  Helen ;  **  but  tdl 
my  dear  father — and  I  should  like  you  to  say  to 
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Mr.  Trevor — from  me — say  that  I  was  encom- 
passed by  flames  when  I  sent  the  message — 
say — that  I  was  dying — my  good  friend — ^you 
will  particularly  remember  to  say  that  I  was 
dying '' 

**  I  have  heard  the  Bushranger  say,  *  never 
say  die  while  there 's  a  chance  left !'  and  here 
is  a  chance  left,  Miss  Horton :  I  feel  myself 
strong  again.  I  can  carry  you  a  little  way ; 
and  I  will  do  it.  I  will  never  leave  you  to 
be  horned  to  death  while  I  save  myself! 
Give  me  your  hand,  miss,  and  get  up.'* 

Helen  raised  herself  up  ;  but  she  would  not 
be  carried.  Jeremiah  had  scarcely  assisted 
her  a  few  yards  when  the  wind  rose  and  blew 
over  them  a  shower  of  sparks  from  the  burn- 
ing charcoal,  and  it  seemed,  for  a  few  seconds, 
that  they  were  in  the  very  midst  of  the  fire, 
and  about  to  be  consumed.  But  the  same 
wind  cleared  also  the  space  before  them  from 
the  thick  clouds  of  smoke  which  impeded 
their  view.  It  was  only  for  a  moment ;  but 
that  moment  of  time  served  to  reveal  to  them 

VOL.  III.  T 
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that  they  were  approaching  the  verge  of  the 
forest,  for  the  broad  glare  of  day  appeared 
beyond,  forming  a  contrast  by  its  white  light 
with  the  red  flames  of  the  burning  trees. 

The  hope  which  had  been  extinguished  in 
Helen's  heart  now  reyiyed !  She  felt  herself 
animated  with  new  energy ;  but  it  required  the 
utmost  stretch  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  both 
to  keep  ahead  of  the  flames.  Eyery  instant 
of  time  was  precions,  for  they  saw  the  fire 
sweeping  round  with  rapid  strides  to  the  point 
whither  they  were  urging  themselyes  forward; 
and  just  as  they  reached  the  spot  they  found 
their  passage  barred  in  that  direction  by  a  solid 
wall  of  fire! 
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CHAPTEB  XX. 


THB  MODERN  PB0MBTHBU8. 


«<  We  can  escape  yet,"  said  Helen,  '^  See  !  the 
ground  is  free  to  the  left.  There  is  smoke, 
but  no  fire.*' 

They-  made  their  way  through  the  smoke, 
and  found  themselyes  treading  on  loose 
stones  interspersed  among  the  bushes,  and 
presently  they  came  on  large  masses  of  rock. 
The  flames  were  raging  to  their  left,  and 
spreading  onwards.  They  could  see  nothing 
before  them,  the  smoke  was  so  thick ;  but  as 
they  continued  their  course,  they  found  them- 
selyes ascending  a  rocky  mound.    Judging, 

that  if  they  could  get  on  the  summit  of  some 

T  2 
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high  rock,  they  shoald  be  secure  from  the 
flames  at  least,  although  the  smoke  would 
embarrass  them,  they  encouraged  each  other 

to  proceed. 

The  wind  now  rose  again,  and  increased  till 
it  almost  became  a  hurricane.  The  two  toiled 
up  the  mound  which  now  had  assumed  the 
appearance  of  solid  rock,  and  the  wind,  which 
increased  the  power  of  the  flames,  but  which 
dissipated  the  smoke,  enabled  them  to  see 
their  way  before  them. 

They  were  now  within  a  few  feet  of  the 

top. 

**  Courage,  miss,"  said  Jerry,  as  he  }B»dsted 
her  up  a  nearly  perpendicular  declivity; 
*•  we  shall  be  at  the  top  soon,  and  then  we 
shall  haye  a  flat  surface  to  rest  on. 

**  What  IS  that  strange  noise  f  asked 
Helen. 

They  listened ;  and  they  heard  a  noi%  Eke 
the  flapping  of  wings. 

^'  It  must  be  some  great  bird  V  said  Jeremiah. 

A  shrill  and  discordant  shriek  now  aasaOed 
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their  ears,  of  a  sound  so  strange  and  fearfal 
that  had  they  not  been  hanging  as  it  were  on 
the  verge  of  a  precipice,  which  made  it  more 
dangerous  to  go  back  than  to  move  forward, 
they  would  have  recoiled  from  a  cry  of  such 
evil  omen.  But  even  as  they  heard  it,  they 
had,  by  a  powerful  effort,  gained  the  summit 
of  the  rock,  and  then  to  their  amazement,  and 
not  less  to  their  terror,  they  beheld  a  powerful 
eagle,  of  the  vulture  species,  with  its  talons 
firmly  fixed  in  the  body  and  garments  of  a  man, 
who  was  lying  prostrate  on  the  rock  and  who 
was  writhing  under  the  creature's  monstrous 
beak  and  daws ! 

At  the  sight  of  the  strangers  the  gigantic 
monarch  of  the  mountains  flapped  its  huge 
wings,  and  shrieked  with  its  hoarse  throat,  as 
it  struggled  to  disengage  its  claws,  which  had 
become  entangled  in  the  clothes  of  the  man, 
who  moaned  piteously,  but  who  seemed  to  be 
deprived  of  all  power  of  motion.  And  still  the 
great  eagle  screamed  and  struggled,  and  Helen 
and  her  companion  looked  on  with  horror,  for 
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in  spite  of  the  change  which  bad  taken  place 
in  the  features  of  the  man,  who  eyen  before 
death  had  become  the  vtdtare's  prey,  one  eye 
having  been  already  digged  ont  as  a  dainty 
which  that  yoracious  bird  most  delights  to  revel 
in — they  distinguished  the  countenance  of  the 
Bushbanobr!- 

**  It  is  Mark  Brandon!"  exclaimed  Jere- 
miah. ^'  This  death  is  more  dreadful  than  to 
be  burnt  alive!" 

^^  It  is  that  terrible  man/'  repeated  Helen,  with 
her  hands  clasped  in  terror  at  the  awful  sight. 
**  Such  a  death  as  this  is  horrible  indeed !" 

The  quivering  wretch  seemed  to  be  still  sen- 
sible ;  for  at  the  sound  of  Helen's  voice,  he 
uttered  a  painful  groan,  and  his  lips  moved  as 
if  he  wished  to  speak.  But  the  eagle,  angiy 
and  alarmed  at  the  presence  of  strangers,  who 
had  come  perhaps  to  dispute  his  right  to  his 
prey,  now  redoubled  its  efforts  to  release  its 
daws.  It  beat  its  wings  with  convulsive 
struggles ;  but  the  weight  of  the  body  was  too 
great  for  it  to  lift  into  the  air.    Their  power 
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howeyer,  was  sufficient  to  enable  the  creature 
to  drag  the  body  to  the  edge  of  the  rock  on 
the  contrary  side  to  that  where  Helen  and 
Jeremiah  stood,  and  which  rose  to  a  perpendi<- 
cular  height  of  nearly  a  hundred  feet  from  its 
base,  at  which  a  mass  of  decayed  wood  and 
dry  shrubs  was  fiercely  burning. 

The  dying  wretch  now  seemed  sensible  of 
his  coming  fate ;  for  with  the  instinct  which 
prompts  all  creatures  to  cling  to  life,  he 
clutched  feebly  at  the  edge  of  the  precipice 
as  he  toppled  over  into  the  burning  abyss 
The  eagle  uttering  discordant  cries  at  being 
deprived  of  its  prey,  soared  aloft  towards 
the  clouds ;  and  Helen  and  her  companion — 
impelled  by  an  irresistible  impulse — ^looking 
down  from  the  height,  beheld  a  shower  of 
burning  sparks  uprising  from  the  raging  fire, 
as  the  still-liying  body  of  the  murderer  crashed 
into  the  flames  below ! 

They  shuddered  and  drew  back.  Neither 
spoke ;  but  they  regarded  each  other  in  silence 
«— filled  with  awe  and  wonder ! 
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After  a  whfle,  Jerry  b^an  to  congratalate 
Helen  on  their  almost  miracnlous  escape^ 
when  (wtmg  his  eyes  down  he  saw  a  pocket- 
.  book  which  after  some  little  hesitation  he 
picked  up,  and  which  Helen  immediately  re- 
cognised as  haying  belonged  to  her  father. 

She  opened  it;  and  there^  written  in  his 
Uood  she  saw  short  snatches  of  the  Bosh- 
ranger's  former  life.  Cariosity  excited  her  to 
read  one.    She  read  aloud : — 

**  The  eagle  is  come  again'* 

"  Stop !"  interrupted  Jeremiah ;  "  what  is 
that  on  the  right-hand  side — ^by  the  side  of  the 
water?" 

^  Heayens !"  exclaimed  Helen,  '^  it  is  a 
natiye !" 

'*  And  there  is  another/'  sud  Jerry ;  **  and 
another !  And  by  St.  Greoi^e  and  the  Dragon, 
there  is  the  old  woman !  1  should  know  her 
among  a  thousand!  They  haye  tracked  as! 
And — look!  they  see  us!  It  is  the  whole 
tribe  aftier  us  !  Oh,  miss  I  miss !  here  's  a 
job !    Was  eyer  there'  anything  like  it !    Oat 
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of  one  mess  into  another !  What 's  to  be 
done  now  ?" 

Helen  looked  around  her.  On  each  side 
was  a  precipice;  before  them  was  the  river 
which  flowed  babbling  and  sparkling  in 
its  rapid  course;  and  on  the  other  side 
were  the  natives,  who  having  caught  sight 
of  their  prisoners  on  the  top  of  the  rock, 
uttered  savage  cries  of  vengeance  and  came 
tumultuously  on.  Jeremiah  now  really  gave 
himself  up  for  lost ;  but  Helen  did  not  lose 
courage  :— 

**  We  have  two  pistols/'  she  said ;  **  they 
are  but  small,  but  they  will  be  something ;  and 
we  have  powder  and  bullets." 

"We  will  fight  for  it,"  said  Jerry.  **  I  re- 
member the  Bushranger,"  and  shuddering  as 
he  spoke,  ^^  used  to  say,  '  never  say  die  while 
there  's  a  chance  :' " — 

'^  They  cannot  attack  us  from  behind,"  ob- 
served Helen,  casting  her  eyes  round  and 
regarding  the  precipices  which  surrounded 
them ;  '^  The  savages  must  come  on  in  front." 
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**  That 's  not  much  comfort,*'  replied  poor 
Jerry,  whom  the  rapid  succession  of  dangers 
had  rendered  fiightfully  cakn ;  *^  but  as  it  is 
all  we  have  got,  we  must  make  the  most  of  it 
If  it  comes  to  the  worst  I  should  prefer  going 
down  into  the  water  here  in  preference  to 
the  fire  on  this  side.  But  it 's  not  much,  odds 
perhaps.  Now  miss,  do  you  stand  behind 
me,  so  that  when  the  natives  throw  their  spears 
they  may  hit  me  first ;  and  at  any  rate  we  wiD 
have  a  fight  for  our  liyes. 

But  Helen,  disdaining  to  ayoid  her  share  of 
the  danger,  took  her  place  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  her  kind-hearted  protector,  and  thns 
posted,  they  awaited  the  onset  of  the  sayages, 
who  with  loud  screams  and  yells  were  swarm- 
ing up  the  rock. 
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Thb  natiyes  came  on  screeching  like  devils, 
and  maddened  to  fury  by  the  sight  of  their 
yietims  standing  at  bay.  They  were  headed 
by  the  old  woman  and  the  conjuror,  who 
held  waddies  in  their  hands,  which  they 
brandished  with  frightful  contortions.  The 
doom  of  Helen  and  Jerry  now  seemed  sealed, 
for  they  could  not  hope  to  resist  so  many 
enemies. 

**  Had  we  not  better  try  &ir  means  first  ?  " 
suggested  Helen ;  who,  overcome  by  the 
weakness  natural  to  her  sex  at  the  sight.of  the 
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approaching  conflict,  was  desirous  of  avoiding 
a  scene  of  blood  and  slaughter. 

"  It  would  be  of  no  use,"  replied  Jeremiah ; 
*'  I  see  that  horrible  old  woman  at  the  head 
of  the  gang,  and  she  looks  like  a  fury  from 
the  regions  below.  If  she  catches  me  she 
will  eat  me — I  feel  sure  of  it." 

The  savages  advanced  nearer  and  nearer. 
They  began  to  throw  their  spears. 

"Pray,  Miss  Helen,"  said  Jerry,  **do  lie 
down  flat  on  the  rock,  so  that  the  spears 
may  not  hit  you.  I  should  fight  better  if  I 
wasn't  afraid  of  your  being  hurt ;  I  ahoold 
indeed.  There!  that  old  rascal,  the  eoi^uror, 
is  aiming  at  you  with  a  spear !  It's  coming ! 
See,  it  has  lodged  in  your  dress !  Pray,  miss, 
keep  out  of  the  way,  and  give  me  the  other 
pistol  and  let  me  fight.  Or — stay;  do  you 
load  while  I  fire;  that's  the  way!  Now  111 
give  them  a  shot !  " 

He  fired  among  them,  and  they  were  so 
close  that  he  could  not  avoid  hitting  some  emeu 
The  wounded  native  screamed  out;  bat  the 
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rest,  impelled  by  a  thij;|(t  of  blood  and  yen- 
geance,  disregarding  their  fellow's  hurt,  rushed 
up  the  rock  as  rapidly  as  its  steepness  would 
allow,  and  in  a  few  seconds  more  they  would 
have  gained  the  top  of  the  platform,  where 
their  bodily  strength  would  haye  oyerpowered 
the  two  occupants  in  a  moment,  when  Helen 
called  out: — 

^*  There  is  a  loose  piece  of  rock  hanging 
oyer  the  edge  where  we  got  up.  Stamp  on 
it  with  your  foot ;  perhaps  its  fidl  will  fiighten 
the  savages  away." 

Jerry  neyer  before  had  reason  to  be  so  well 
satisfied  with  the  &ct  of  his  own  obesity; 
albeit  that  his  plumpness  had  been  consider- 
ably reduced  by  his  late  forced  travels,  and 
his  meagre  diet  among  the  natives.  Taking 
advantage  of  Helen's  suggestion,  he  imme- 
diately began  to  jump  most  vigorously  on  the 
fragment  of  rock  projecting  over  the  slope  on 
which  the  savages  were  clustered. 

Thanks  to  his  weight  and  to  the  agitation 
of  the  mass  which  his  jumps  produced,  the 
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huge  lamp  became  more  and  more  loosened 
from  its  bed,  and  presently  it  fell  among  the 
assailants  with  a  prodigious  crash  of  dost  and 
splinters. 

**  They  have  got  it  now,"  said  Jerry ;  "  the 
sayage  wretches !  That  has  tumbled  more 
than  one  of  them  oyer." 

^'They  are  going/'  cried  out  Helen,  ad- 
vancing to  the  edge  from  which  the  piece  of 
rock  had  been  detached;  **thej  are  going,** 
she  said,  clasping  her  hands,  **and  we  shall 
be  saved ! " 

^*Bat  they  are  coming  again,"  said  Jory; 
"nothing  seems  to  harm  that  old  womaa. 
There  she  is,  brandishing  her  waddie  at  ns! 
How  she  would  enjoy  smashing  in  our  skulls ! 
They  are  on  us  again!  we  must  give  them 
another  shot." 

Jerry  fired  again ;  but  whether  it  was  that 
the  report  of  the  little  pistol  was  not  loud 
enough  to  strike  terror  into  the  savagesi  or 
that  they  had  begun  to  disregard  the  puny- 
looking  weapon,  the  assailants  pressed  forward 


THE  BOCK  OF  DESPAIB.  287 

again  with  loud  and  furious  cries.  Jeremiali 
asked  Helen  for  the  other  pistol  which  he  had 
giyen  to  her  to  load ;  but  on  looking  for  the 
powder-horn  which  she  had  laid  on  the  rock, 
it  was  not  to  be  seen.  By  some  accident, 
tither  she  or  Jerry  had  kicked  it,  as  they 
supposed,  from  the  platform,  and  their  only 
means  of  defence  was  gone ! 

*^  It 's  all  over  now,  miss,  that  *s  certain ! " 
said  Jeremiah ;  **  but  I  can  throw  the  pistols 
at  their  heads  as  they  come  up,  and  have  a 
fight  with  my  fists  when  it  comes  to  the  last. 
And  there's  the  water  below  as  a  last  resource. 
But  what  is  that?  Miss  Horton!  look  down 
there.  There  is  a  man  on  horseback!  and 
another !  and  some  on  foot !  See !  Scream 
out !  Screech !  Scream !  If  you  are  a  girl, 
I  say  scream !  Girls  can  scream  loud  enough 
sometimes  when  they're  not  wanted.  Keep 
it  up.  Scream,  while  I  fight  the  savages  with 
my  fists  I " 

Helen  screamed  loudly;  but  her  voice  at 
such  a  height  would  have  been  of  little  avail. 
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bad  she  not  waTed  Iter  handkerchief  from  &e 
top  of  the  rock.  That  nnnsaai  object  in  soeh 
a  phoe  was  not  long  in  attracting  the  notice 
of  those  below  on  the  other  sde  of  the  riyer. 
She  saw  one  horseman  immediately  dismonnt. 
The  figure  of  a  man  instantly  sprung  on  the 
hone;  eren  at  that  distance  her  heart  told 
her  who  that  figure  was ! 

The  horseman  without  losing  a  moment 
instantly  dashed  into  the  water,  and  hastily 
made  his  way  across. 

^Are  they  coming?"    said  Jerry;    ^  the 

savages    will  be  on  us  in   another  minute. 

They  are  jabbering    about   bow  th^  AaSL 

doitr 

Helen  lost  sight  of  the  horseman  at  the 

base  of  the  rock,  but  she  saw  tibe  other  two 
take  their  measures  more  coolly,  though  with* 
out  losing  a  moment  of  time.  Holding  hands 
and  forming  a  line,  the  persons  on  foot  made 
their  way  through  the  water,  which  at  that 
point  was  shallow  but  exceedingly  rapid,  pre- 
ceded by  one  of  the  horsemen  and  followed  by 
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■  • 

tile  other.  They  were  immediately  hidden  from 
her  sight. 

"  They  have  crossed  the  river,"  exclaimed 
Helen. 

^'  Heaven  be  thanked !"  said  Jeremiah ; 
*'  but  I  fear  they  will  be  too  late ;  the  savages 
are  coming  up  in  a  body." 

Helen  turned  her  head,  and  beheld  some  of 
the  savage  faces  of  the  natives  peering  over 
the  ledge  of  the  platform. 

"  Make  haste  I  make  haste  I"  she  screamed 
out  to  her  advancing  friends;  but  her  feeble 
voice  was  useless  amidst  the  din  of  the 
savages'  yells  as  they  came  almost  within 
grasp  of  their  prey ! 

*'0h!"  exclaimed  Helen,  bursting  into 
tears  with  the  excitement  of  mingled  hope 
and  fear,  '*  they  will  be  too  late !" 

"  There    goes    one    fellow,"    said    Jerry, 

as    concentrating    all   his    strength    in    one 

vigorous   blow,    he  gave    an    old    savage   a 

tremendous    punch    in    the     face    with    his 

fist 
VOL.  in.  u 
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''I  hear  a  shot  firedr  cried  out  Helen. 
*'  It  is  to  tell  us  that  they  are  at  hand  !'* 

There  seemed  to  be  some  irresolation 
among  the  savages  at  this  moment,  and  tfaej 
looked  behind  thenu 

** There  goes  another  shot;  they  are  oom* 
ing  nearer  fast!"  said  Jerry, — *'the  savages 
look  puzzled !  There  go  more  shots. — Stand 
oat  of  the  way,  miss,  or  you  may  be  hit!  By 
George  !  they  are  driving  the  savages  upon 
us! — ^Fall  down,  miss. — fiiU  down — flat  on  the 
rock,  and  cling  to  it  with  your  hands  and 
feet  I  The  savages  will  be  up  and  on  us  in 
another  moment !" 

Even  while  he  spoke,  five  of  the  natives 
had  gained  the  level  space  of  the  platfonn, 
which  was  scarcely  large  enough  to  hdd 
them.  Jerry  seized  one  of  them  by  the, 
middle,  and  hurled  him  down  the  precipice 
into  the  river.  But  at  the  same  instant 
another  powerful  native  clasped  Helen  round 
the  body,  and  tried  to  carry  her  off. 
'*  Hold  on,  miss !"  cried  out  Jerry ;  **  hold 
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on  with  your  nadls !  I  see  our  friends  coming 
np  I  Hold  on — a  moment  longer !  For  the 
love  of  Heaven !  hold  on !" 

"  Helen  !**  cried  out  a  voice  which  the  poor 
girl  knew  well.  "Helen;  where  are  you, 
Helen  r 

"Here?**  screamed  Jerry,  who  was  strug- 
gling with  the  natives,  and  fighting  with  his 
fists  against  their  waddies,  with  which  they 
were  beating  him,  "  Here — she  is ;  a  native 
has  got  hold  of  her,  and  in  another  moment 
they  will  both  be  off  the  rock  into  the  fire  I" 

Helen  held  out  her  hand  to  Trevor : — the 

native,  with  a  savage  grasp,  held  her  by  the 

other  arm.     Trevor  drew  a  pistol  from  his 

belt,  and  fired!    The  ball  crashed  through 

his  brain,  and  the  savage  with  a  spring  fell 

over  the  precipice.    Jerry,  choosing  the  least 

of  two  dangers^  rolled  himself  up  into  a  ball, 

and  let  himself  tumble  down  the  slope,  where 

he  was    presently    stopped    by   his  friends; 

while  Trevor,  at  the  same    moment,   pulled 

Helen  from  the  platform,  and  fell  with  her 

u  2 
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into  the  supporting  hands  of  his  soldiers,  who 
had  followed  him  up  quickly,  and  who  were 
close  behind  him. 

The  three  natives  who  were  left  by  them- 
selves on  the  platform,  after  hesitating  for  a 
few  moments,  leaped  from  the  rock,  and 
rushing  down  the  slope  with  the  agility  of 
mountain  goats,  broke  their  way  through 
the  white  people,  and  as  Trevor  called  out 
loudly  to  his  party  not  to  fire  on  them^ 
escaped. 

He  then  bore  Helen  from  the  rock,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  she  found  herself  in  the  arms 
of  her  &ther. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

CONCLUSION. 

Mutual  explanations  followed.  Trevor  ex- 
plained that  Oionoo  had  followed  the  track  in 
the  bush  until  they  came  up  with  the  party  of 
the  Major,  whom  he  found  in  great  perplexity, 
shortly  after  the  Bushranger  had  gone  off  with 
his  horse.  That,  impressed  with  the  conyiction 
that  Helen  was  in  the  yicinity  of  the  spot 
where  Brandon  had  suddenly  appeared,  her 
father  had  spent  some  days,  with  himself,  in 
searching  for  her  in  all  the  places  round  about ; 
and  that,  on  diverging  to  a  considerable  distance 
on  their  left,  Oionoo  had  discovered  the  track 
of  her  foot,  and  had  led  them  to  the  bank 
■  of  the  river  where  it  seemed  she  had  crossed 
some  time  before,  with  the  natives.  This  sup- 
position  was  confirmed  by  Helen. 
Trevor  further  explained  that,  as  they  found 


the  river  too  rapid  and  too  deep  to  be  crossed 
at  that  pointy  they  had  been  led  by  Oionoo  up 
the  stream  till  they  came  to  a  fording-place, 
which  Oionoo  knew  of,  and  which  was  nearly 
opposite  the  high  rock  on  which  the  keen 
eyes  of  the  native  girl  first  discovered  the  form 
of  Helen. 

Jeremiah,  on  his  part,  related  the  manner  of 
the  Bushranger's  death,  making  several  grave 
and  moral  reflections  on  the  awfiilend  of  the 
murderer,  and  pointing  oat  to  the  Major's 
attention  the  sketches  of  his  life  which  Brandon 
had  written  with  his  blood. 

The  constable  desired  to  identify  the  body, 
and  with  that  intent,  made  his  way  over  the 
smouldering  embers,  to  the  spot  described  by 
Mr.  Silliman;  but  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but 

a  black  maas  scarcely  bearii^  a  resembbmee 
to  the  human  form.  However,  as  both  Hden 
and  Mr.  Silliman'  were  wdl  acquainted  with 
his  person,  and  had  witnessed  hia  dneadfid 
death,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  aoonige  of 
Van  Diemen's  Land  was  no  more. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  of  the  seterd 
parties  being  now  fulfilled,  they  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  towards 
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the  setdements.  •  They  recrossed  the  riyer^ 
therefore,  without  delay;  and  Helen  by  the 
way,  gave  ample  explanations  of  all  that  had 
occurred  since  the  Bushranger  had  taken  her 
away  from  the  cave ;  and  she  particularly 
extolled  Mr.  Silliman's  kindness  and  bravery 
to  the  skies. 

Trevor  scrutinised  the  little  man  with  much 
curiosity  as  Helen  sounded  liis  praises,  and  she 
thought  that  he  looked  graver  than  there  was 
any  occasion  for.  Perhaps  a  feeling  of  envy 
at  Mr.  Silliman  having  had  the  good  fortune 
to  render  Helen  services  so  important,  might 
have  increased  to  jealousy  at  his  long  freedom 
of  intercourse  with  Miss  Horton,  had  not 
Jeremiah,  in  the  excess  of  his  joy,  seeing  how 
matters  stood  between  the  ensign  and  Helen, 
made  a  confidant  of  the  young  soldier ;  who, 
soon  becoming  master  of  Jerry's  character,  and 
being  amused  at  his  mixture  of  simplicity  and 
good  feeling,  readily  promised  his  good  offices 
in  respect  to  the  sister. 

He  afterwards  owned  to  Helen,  that  he  felt 
considerable  relief  at  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  little  man's  love  for  Louisa;  ''as 
there  was  no  knowing,"  he  said,  '*  what  impres- 
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sion  the  genuine  kindness  of  heart  and  courage 
of  sach  a  good-natnred  fellow  might  have  had 
even  on  sach  a  heroine  as  Helen." 

Helen  might  have  been  inclined  to  resent 
this  insinuation  at  any  other  time;  but  the 
impression  of  the  recent  dangers  through 
which  she  had  passed  was  too  strong  to  allow 
her  to  take  any  other  notice  of  the  imperti- 
nence than  by  a  haughty  frown,  which  was 
presently  succeeded,  howeyer,  by  a  gradous 
smile. 

As  their  party  was  too  strong  to  have  any 
fears  of  the  natives,  they  pushed  forward, 
cheerily,  Helen  being  accommodated  with  one 
of  the  horses  on  which  they  contrived  to  make 
a  substitute  for  a  side-saddle  by  the  bell  tent, 
which  formed  a  retreat  for  at  her  night.  Every 
body  was  pleased;  the  constable  and  the 
soldiers  to  know  that  the  objects  of  their 
expedition  were  accomplished ;  Trevor  to  find 
Helen ;  Mr.  Silliman  to  find  himself  safe  and 
sound ;  and  the  Major  was  rejoiced  to  recover 
not  only  his  daughter,  but  fit)m  the  note 
of  the  **  plant "  found  in  the  Bushranger's 
memorandums  of  his  murders,  &c.,  his 
thousand  pounds  in  gold,  and  most  of  his 
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dollars  besides ;  formiDg  altogether  a  serious 
sum  of  money  to  a  new  colonist,  and  whicli  lie 
thought  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  him 
to  go  out  of  his  way  to  secure  it. 
.  As  they  were  well  supplied  with  necessaries, 
and  had  with  them  two  kangaroo  dogs  which 
assured  to  them  abundance  of  game,  they 
made  their  journey  as  much  of  a  tour  of  plea* 
sure  as  possible;  and  the  proyident  Major 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  survey 
the  country  with  a  view  to  cattle  runs  and 
sheep  walks — so  important  to  the  owner  of 
flocks  and  herds. 

He  found  the  money  in  the  spot  described ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  the  dollars  carried  away 
by  the  Bushranger  who  had  been  shot  by 
Brandon,  to  which  spot  they  were  led  by 
Oionoo,  who  discovered  the  tracks.  All 
this  very  much  added  to  the  good  humour 
of  the  Major  and  his  family,  which  was  in- 
creased  by  a  farther.  discoTery  of  various 
articles  of  property  and  of  valuables  which 
had  been  '^planted"  near  the  cave  by  the 
Bushrangers. 

They  then  journeyed  on  to  Hobart  Town, 
passing  over  the  ground  previously  travelled 
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by  tlie  ensign  with  the  corporal,  and  readied 
''camp/'  as  the  capital  was  then  generally 
denominated,  without  acoident* 

There  was  a  grand  rejoicing  in  the  town  on 
the  arriral  of  the  Major  with  his  lost  dangfater; 
and  Helen  became  so  mnch  an  olgeet  of 
attraction,  that  Trevor,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
farther  accidents,  proposed  to  her  fiither  that 
he  should  forthwith  take  her  nnder  his  own 
care ;  an  arrangement  to  which  the  Major  as* 
sented  cordially,  bat  to  which  Helen  demurred 
as  removing  her  from  her  fiither  and  her 
sister. 

This  difficalty  however  was  promptly  re- 
moved by  the  ensign,  who  declared,  that  his 
object  in  entering  the  army  was  merely  to 
distract  his  mind  from  the  memory  of  Helen 
whom  he  had  supposed  he  had  lost,  and  who 
announced  his  determination  to  resign  his 
commission ;  and  as  he  had  few  relations  in 
England  to  whom  he  felt  attached,  to  settle  in 
the  colony  as  a  landowner  and  propri^or  of 
eheep  and  cattle  in  general,  and  of  Mjss  Hot- 
ton  in  particular. 

Helen  and  Tionisa,  in  a  private  oonversatbn 
with  their  fiUher,  earnestly  entreated  him  to 
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quit  a  colony  where  such  excesses  could  be 
eommitted,  and  return  to  England. 

But  the  Major  represented  to  them,  that  the 
Aoall  property  which  he  had  left  was  scarcely 
sufficient  to  provide  them  with  the  common 
necessaries  i)f  life  at  home,  whereas  it  was 
enough  to  establish  them  in  comfort  and  afflu- 
ence in  the  colony :  ^'  besides,"  he  said, 
^  according  to  the  doctrine  of  chances,  the 
extraordinary  events  which  have  happened  to 
us  once,  will  not  happen  again.  And,  after 
all,  scenes  of  violence  take  place  at  home — in 
Ireland  for  instance — hardly  less  fearful  than 
those  which  we  have  ^happily  escaped  from 
here." 

The  Major  was  right.  They  had  no  reason 
afterwards  to  repent  the  determination,  which 
they  unanimously  adopted,  of  persevering  in 
the  original  intention  of  the  Major  to  become 
colonists;  and  they  often  amused  themselves 
by  the  fireside  in  talking  over  the  perils  which 
had  beset  them  on  their  first  arrival;  and 
when  the  natives  in  the  course  of  years 
were  entirely  rooted  out  from  the  islandy 
Mr.  SiUiman  at  last  lost  all  fear  of  being 
revisited  by  the  abonunable  old  woman  whose 
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**  Ugly  mug,"  as  he  expressed  it,  for  a  long 
time  after,  haunted  him  in  his  dreams. 

The  affectionate  Oionoo  remained  with  them 
in  the  capacity  of  a  domestic,  although  she 
could  never  be  thoroughly  oonyinced  of  the 
propriety,  at  all  times,  of  submitting  herself 
to  the  white  woman's  custom  of  stays  and 
petticoats;  and  would  insist  occasionally  on 
divesting  herself  of  the  embarrassment  of  her 
apparel  in  order  to  climb  up  some  stately 
gum-tree  after  an  opossum,  the  presence  of 
which  savoury  animal  she  was  enabled  to 
detect  by  her  sense  of  smell  witli  marvelloas 
sagacity. 

The  corporal  obtained  his  discharge  firom 
his  regiment,  and  resided  with  his  officer, 
who  offered  to  settle  him  on  some  land ;  but 
the  veteran  said  that  he  was  too  old  to  begin 
life  again  that  way,  and  he  preferred  taking  a 
part  in  the  superintendence  of  his  master's 
flocks : — 

*'  He  had  come  to  a  time  of  life,"  he  said, 
''when  the  best  way  to  get  forward  was  to 
stand  still." 

The  mate  of  the  brig  which  the  Major  dis- 
posed of  advantageously,  followed  his  avocn- 
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tions  on  the  sea,  notwithstanding  the  liberal 
offers  of  his  late  employer  to  assist  him  in 
settling  on  the  island. 

**  It  was  all  very  well  for  the  long-tails," 
such  was  the  observation  of  the  worthy  sailor, 
**  to  dig  np  the  land ;  but  his  profession  was 
to  plough  up  the  sea ;  and  he  never  should  be 
able  to  bring  himself  to  bear  such  a  sawneying 
life,"  he  said,  ^*  as  to  stand  with  his  hands 
in  his  pockets  looking  at  sheeps*  tails  grow- 
ing behind  them*  The  sea  for  him!  There 
he  was  bom — ^that  was  his  home — and  there, 
when  it  pleased  God,  he  would  die." 

As  Helen  never  ceased  to  magnify  the  im- 
portance of  her  fiunily's  obligations  to  Mr. 
Silliman,  dwelling  strongly  not  only  on  his 
courage,  but  on  the  fact  of  his  having  offered 
to  the  bushrangers  the  thousand  pounds  in 
dollars,  which  were  lodged  to  his  credit  in 
Hobart  Town;  as  well  as  on  his  punctilious 
respect  towards  herself,  under  very  awkward 
circumstances,  and  as  on  his  general  good- 
ness of  heart  and  sincerity  of  affection,  which 
goes  so  far  with  the  gentle  sex,  the  amiable 
Louisa  was  inclined,  in  process  of  time,  to  listen 
favoui^bly  to.  his  suit ;  and  the  union  being 
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approved  of  by  her  father,  and  most  heartily 
by  her  brother-in-law  and  her  sister,  the  mar- 
riage took  place  about  two  years  after  her 
sister's  union  with  Trevor;  by  which  time 
Jeremiah  had  not  only  ample  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  prove  still  further  the  force  and 
constancy  of  his  devotion,  but  had  contrived 
with  great  diligence  and  industry,  to  build  a 
good  house,  and  establish  a  well-stocked 
farm,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Major's 
mansion. 

The  alliance  between  the  houses  of  Horton 
and  Silliman  was  celebrated  with  extraordinary 
pomp,  and  with  festivities  of  unusual  splendour ; 
not  less  than  twelve  buUock-carts,  of  four  bul- 
locks each,  arriving  nearly  all  together.    Hie 
quantity  of  ^'geeing,**  and    the  cracking  of 
whips  was  tremendous!     But  owing   to  die 
excellent  regulations  adopted  by  the  bride- 
groom, the  drivers  being  directed  by  public 
placard,  to  set  down  with  their  bullocks'  heads 
towards  the  Blue  Gum  Tree,  and  to  take  up 
with    their   tuls  towards  the  stockyard,  no 
acddent  occurred ;  although,  owing  to  excessive 
fatigue  or  other  causes,  it  was  necessary,  on 
their  return  to  their  homes,  to  assist  some 


CONCLUSION.  303 

of  the  male  portion  of  the  gaeats  into  their 
respective  yehicles. 

At  the  termination  of  an  entertainment,  which 
consisted  of  almost  a  whole  hetacomb  of  sheep 
and  cattle,  and  at  which  port  wine  and  claret 
was  drunk  from  the  cask  fresh  and  fresh,  due 
honours  haying  ^been  paid  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trevor,  and  the  obligations  due  to  them  from 
the  general  community,  for  their  presentatioil 
of  two  little  colonists  to  increase  the  population 
of  the  island,  having  been  properly  acknow- 
ledged, with  many  hearty  encouragements  to 
persevere  in  those  praiseworthy  contributions, 
the  Major  proposed  the  health  of  his  second 
son-in-law. 

He  expatiated  much  on  Mr.  Silliman's  good- 
ness of  heart,  and  bestowed  warm  praises  on 
his  courage  amidst  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
in  which  he  had  assisted  in  rescuing  his 
eldest  daughter! 

The  great  store-room  rang  with  acclamations 
at  this  eulogium,  and  the  gentle  Louisa's  eyes 
filled  with  pleasing  tears. 

Jerry  acknowledged  the  honour  in  a  neat 
speech,  which  elicited  a  prodigious  rattling  of 
glasses,  and  the  warmest  enthusiasm  of  the 
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company  at  every  sentence,  especially  when  he 
announced  that  another  hogshead  of  claret  was 
then  broached,  and  proposed  as  a  conclading 
toast: — 

**  Success  to  the  Colony  of  Van  Diemen's 
Land!" 


THB  END. 
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